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ABSTRACT

This thesis analyzes how the Swedish organizaitsforbundet for sexuell
upplysning(in English, Swedish Association for SexualityuEdtion) constructs
sexuality through the introduction of the waiitlkrans The wordslidkrans(vaginal
corona in English), was formally introduced by RF® 2009 as a replacement for
the word for the hymemddomshinnawhich literally means “virginity membrane.”
Aside from the main research question of how RF8&h#ts to construct sexuality
through the introduction of the woslidkrans auxiliary research questions explore
what sexuality the introduction of this word wagemded to construct in Sweden, the
word’s resonance with sexual educators as welhasséxual educators experience
teaching aboulidkrans

The thesis uses feminist collaborative anthropalalgiresearch tools,
including ethnography. The researchers’ own baakge are central to the research;
one researcher provides a more emic perspectivie Wia other provides a more etic
perspective. The primary material for this thesislepth interviews with nine RFSU
personnel in Stockholm and Malmé, including sexedlucators. The analytical
framework draws from previous anthropological reskan sexuality concerning
virginity and purity as well as Foucault’s insiglais sexuality.

The themes of language, education, the Other dadcsi, are used for the
analysis in order to explore the construction ofusdity. In regards to language,
slidkransis an example of how language can affect sexudftiucation is a formal
arena in which sexuality is constructed. RFSU gttsnto redefine virginity in order
to redefine concepts of prestige and purity amoagnyg people. When virginity
becomes individualized then concepts of purity prestige lose their power over the
individual. The Other’s sexuality was the catalf@t the introduction of the word
slidkransyet does not stigmatize the Other’s sexuality. Wued slidkransand the
concepts associated with it can be silencing ifus&d in a sensitive manner.

KEYwoRDS: feminist anthropology, sexuality, virginity, lang&g education, Other,
silence
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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 INTRODUCING SLIDKRANS

Sexuality and virginity are concepts that have beemtested for centuries.
Currently both sexuality and virginity are importatalking points in numerous
countries working on curriculum for sexual educatfgrograms . Riksforbundet for
Sexuell Upplysning(RFSU, known in English as the Swedish Association
Sexuality Education) is one of many groups contimguto this dialogue. In 2009,
RFSU renamed the hymen in an effort to correchg-lmnning misnomer for female
anatomy. The new word ®idkrans,which has been translated in English to vaginal
corona, a more accurate and descriptive term ter nef the area 1-2 centimeters
inside a vagind.The wordslidkransis a conjunction oélida, meaning vagind,and
krans meaning a kind of ring or wreatiThe word emphasizes the hymen is not a
membrane which covers the vagina and is punctuped dirst vaginal penetration;
instead, it can have many shapes and is elastiature.

The wordslidkranswas introduced by RFSU to the Swedish press May 5,
2009. With the announcement came a 24-page bocdlledVaginal Corona - Myths
Surrounding Virginity — Your Questions Answer@n in Swedish:Slidkransen:
Fragor, svar och myter kring mdédom och oskuwdntaining a discussion about the
myth and the facts relating sidkransand illustrated examples of what it may look
like. Information for the booklet was produced tngh a collaboration between a
midwife and sexual counselor, who have firsthangeeience how myths around the
hymen can impact a woman'’s sexuafigvailable free of charge, the booklet can be
requested through RFSU’s website or downloaded BBR. Within a week of the

announcement, all 5,000 copies of the booklet wegeiested. After much demand,

1 RFSU 2009; Magnusson 2009

2 Malmstrém et al 2007, 539

® |bid, 304

* RFSU 2009, Ny RFSU-skrift skrotar myten om modoimsan: Slidkrans heter det!
® RFSU 2009, 5000 broschyrer redan slut: Slidkramsesuccé!



within six months the booklet was translated infmksh, Arabic and Sorani (Kurdish
language spoken primarily in Iran and Iraq), eadth & new name for the hymen,
with plans for future translatiof'sA member of RFSU’s governing board regarded
the translations as a step in the right directs@®ing as these languages were spoken
in Sweden, and saw hope for spreading the wordeaBrRFSU’s General Secretary,
Asa Regnér, claimed the original brochure was tiatoward people in Sweden and
international attention that followed came as acanele surprisé.English language
news and feminist websites noted the newly coinemint which the Swedish
Language Council, Sprakradet, quickly embracecéve word?

As part of their educational campaign, RFSU is ding this new term not
only into the classroom for discussion, but algooisiucing the word to newly-arrived
immigrants and spreading it through other outlgtghis thesis, we will examine the
construction of sexuality in Sweden from a femird@athropological perspective. To
do this, we will draw upon various resources relatesexuality and virginity. These
sources include the booklet that introdusidkransin Sweden, information gathered
during interviews with individuals who work diregtith disseminating the word

slidkransand relevant anthropological, medical and histbrcaterials.

1.2 PROBLEM FORMULATION AND AIM
During the past century, sexuality has becomeuaiar part of much social

science research. Through these various attempdefioe and explain it, sexuality
has become even more of an enigfhsVithin the social sciences, anthropological
research has looked at the ways different cultureterstand and explain sexuality.
Virginity is frequently a part of these anthropalmag discussions. With this history in

mind, we choose to focus on RFSU'’s recent intradaocbf the wordslidkransand

® RFSU 2009, Slidkransen antligen 6versatt tilldleprak
7 . .
ibid
8 RFSU 2009, Stor framgang for RFSU:s sexualpobitisibete: "Slidkrans" arets nyord 2009
° Sprékradet 2009
19Wweeks 2010, 1
1 See MacCormack and Strathern 1980



how this word directly intersects with the Swedighderstanding of sexuality. As
knowledge related to sexuality and sexual healtiticoes to grow, it is important to
contextualize this knowledge and consider how feat§ change. The shift that
slidkrans prompts in the Swedish understanding of sexuality be the basis of

examination in this thesis.

1.3 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
For this thesis we have one primary research questnd three auxiliary

guestions. The auxiliary questions allow for a deemalysis of various intersecting
topics covered by the broader primary question. dklithe questions are outlined
below.

Primary Research Question:
How does RFSU construct their version of sexudlfitpugh the introduction of the
word slidkrang?

Auxiliary Questions:

* What sexuality is RFSU constructing in Swedermtlgh the introduction and
spreading of the worslidkran®?

* What are the implications of changing the naméhefhymen tslidkranson
sexuality construction in Sweden?

* In what ways doeslidkransresonate with sex educators and how do the sex
educators feel thalidkransresonates with their students?

1.4 CONTEXT OF THE FIELD: A SHORT HISTORY OF RFSU
In order to understand the context of the field,wi offer a brief history of

RFSU for those possibly unfamiliar with the orgatian and its role in Sweden. The
only person who has written academically aboutaaey history of RFSU is Lena
Lennerhed. It should be noted Lennerhed is cugreptesident of RFSU and a
professor of the history of ideas who has drawnnupd-SU’s archive for her

recounting of its history. She has written dozeharticles dealing with sexuality.



The other source we have relied on for the latstohy of RFSU is Erik Centerwall,
who has contributed to many books about sexudlitys section concludes with a
discussion of RFSU’s activities today, which ardevant in regards to the
introduction of the wordlidkrans

RFSU has been an important influence on opiniomspanlicies dealing with
sexuality and sexual education in Sweden for owegrdury, according to Lennerhed.
The organization was formed in 1933 as a resutthahging attitudes toward sexual
education. The general push toward sexual educaggan to manifest itself in the
1900s in Sweden. Karolina Widerstrom, Sweden’s female doctor, carried out the
first organized sexual education in the early 1980all-girls schools? At this time
girls were seen as in need for sexual educatioorder to protect them from boys,
who were seen as having a more powerful sexualefftiCenterwall notes an
ambivalence in the 1900s surrounding sexual edutaiVhile people were generally
in support of sexual education, they didn't wanidren to see it as an invitation to
have sex themselvé$This attitude would slowly start to change two afées later.
In the 1920s, people in Sweden began to view séx #sms of enjoyment During
this change toward a more positive climate surroupdexuality, RFSU was formed.

At RFSU'’s first annual meeting in 1934, the firsogram goal was the
“introduction of sexual education in Sweden’s sdbpdraining colleges and
universities.*® Sixty-eight other program goals covered issues file establishment
of information bureaus, cost-free contraceptivieg,rtght to abortion and sterilization
and changing the law concerning people with otlegual drives (which at that time
referred to homosexuals). Although RFSU had radimatls, the organization chose to
remain non-partisan in order to unify different Wing-class movementg. While

RFSU’s economic situation was quite dire during finst few years, the rate of

12 centwerall 2005, 29
13 ibid

1 ibid, 28

15 Centerwall 2005, 30
18 ennerhed 2002, 68
ibid



expansion was enormous. By 1940, RFSU had 65,000bers and dozens of local
offices throughout Swedéfi.

In Stockholm, RFSU opened an information bureaure/people could ask
doctors questions via mail about abortion optianfgrtility, contraception and much
more. Most of the questions via mail came from wuagkclass people in the
countryside'? RFSU’s information bureaus received more visithian those run by
local governments; this could be due to the faat RFSU was well-known or the
belief that they were trustwortHy.

One of RFSU’s main issues during their early yeaes abortion. RFSU
pushed for the legalization of abortion and inceglaaccess to preventative measures
such as sexual education and contraceptives. Thanization also wished to
destigmatize abortioff. RFSU funded their organization through the sellivfg
contraceptive devices (including diaphrams manufact in their own laboratory)
and pregnancy testé This economic branch of RFSU continues today oalgh the
range of products has expanded.

Although RFSU'’s first official program point stresk the need for sexual
education, the issue was not thoroughly addressétthe 1940¢3 RFSU was not
alone in stressing the importance of sexual edmcatMany other organizations,
including many school organizations, also pushed tfee teaching of “sexual
hygiene” in school$? A royal announcement in 1942 that recommendedethehing
of sexual education in schools was welcomed by RESU

The early years of sexual education emphasized whatthought of as the

natural progression of “love-marriage-children.”iteft little room for discussion of

8 ihid, 69

Yibid, 70

2ipbid, 71

2L ibid, 96

2ibid, 72

2| ennerhed 2002, 126
2 bid, 126

5 ibid



how intercourse was carried out, physical anatond/rmany other subjects; instead,
abstinence before marriage was seen as the cquatbt for all student® The
Christian church and RFSU soon came to butt hdal8SU felt a relationship without
marriage was just as valid and meaningful as orkimthe confines of marriadé.
There was a secret boycott against doctors andheéeacassociated with RFSU
thought to have been arranged by clergy membecsodoand teachef& Lennerhed
approaches the conflict regarding sexual educat®ra battle between traditional
Christian morals on one side and RFSU, backed bgigime, psychology and
sociology on the other sid@.

RFSU’s stance on homosexuality was never cleaffipel® and went through
many changes in the early years. During the 198BS§U received many letters about
people who had questions about their own sexu3lity. response to these letters,
RFSU explained the latest scientific data regardioghosexuality, copied shorter
essays, gave suggestions for further reading amottl ceven give information on
where to come into contact with other homosexualStockholm (one of the few
meeting points of homosexuafd).Later, RFSU began to demand a change in the law
regarding the criminalization of homosexuafftyRFSU regarded homosexuality as a
“variant,” which Lennerhed interprets as meaningt thomosexuality was inborn,
although at times homosexuality was regarded by URES an illness, which
demonstrates a large amount of confusion surrogritiie subject at that tinfa.

A change in Sweden’s society following World Waildt to a social climate
that welcomed sexual reform and a government thair&ced many of RFSU’s

suggestiond? In 1945, a Gallup poll in Sweden revealed lessthaquarter of

% ibid, 127
27 ibid, 133
2 ipbid, 137
2 ibid, 140
%0ibid, 160
3l ibid, 161
32| ennerhed 2002, 162
33 ibid, 167
34 ibid, 184

10



respondents felt abstinence was important beforgiage, probably because the
same poll showed that “95% of Swedish men had éxpez with sex before
marriage.®®

In 1955, Sweden became the first country in theldvéo make sexual
education mandatory in public schodisStill, the royal directive in 1956 stated
“education must seriously uphold the understandimagt abstinence from sexual
relations during childhood and adolescence is thlg way the school, with good
conscience, can recommend.”

The 1960s saw a wave of sexual liberalism. The darpornography was
scrapped and new demands were made for abortidis rigrhich led to eventual
change in law in 197# In the 1970s, RFSU selected the disabled, immigrand
institutionalized persons as their new target gsstiAmongst a more positive and
accepting climate toward homosexuals, in 1979 REBtburaged Sweden’s National
Board of Health to remove homosexuality from iss 6f illnesse&’

A new sexual education directive was issued in 19%herein sexual
education was advised to take a more broad appm@ehnclude information about

relationships'*

Equality, democracy and objectivity were emphasiznd the
moralization of sexuality slowly removéd.When the spread of HIV and AIDS
began in the early 1980s, “sex education becamsealiy a question of life and
death.*® The AIDS epidemic lead RFSU to concentrate on eméwn and

disseminating information as well as “an increafszlis on homosexual right§®

35 Centerwall 2005, 32
%6 | ennerhed 2002, 141
37 Centerwall 2005, 37
38 Lennerhed 2002, 195
% ibid, 197

40 ibid

41 Centerwall 2005, 41
42 ihid, 44

*ibid

44 Lennerhed 2002, 197
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Sexual education in the 1990s was characterizeitslgmphasis on sexual violence,
inequality between the sexes and the use of dexigtage'”

Today, RFSU has dozens of local groups throughwatd®n. RFSU arranges
courses, conferences, study groups, debates arel RBSU trains sexual educators
who visit schools to educate students and addetailogue around sexuality. RFSU
has ongoing collaborations with SIDA, the Swedisttednational Development
Agency. RFSU also runs several sexual health clitihat can take patients with
psychological and physical conceffisThe RFSU Congress is the organization’s
supreme decision-making authority. At the Congressmbers of the organization
elect members of the boatttEach RFSU local group also has a board. RFSU’s
activities are generally self-funded. Currently,3RFowns 40% of ETAC, a company
that manufactures products for those with limitedbitity and 100% of RFSU Ltd,
which produces condoms, sexual aids, pregnancy, téstimate personal care
products and more, earning about 120 million SEf¢ar. Surplus sales from RFSU
Ltd’s products are used to support the organizRBsU*®

This historical overview demonstrates the steasly of confidence placed in
the organization by Swedish society regarding thaity of information and services
provided by RFSU. While RFSU has faced controversie recent time&’ these
conflicts centered mostly around sexual educatisthools.

RFSU’s popularity in Swedish society can explainywthe organization has a
history of introducing new words into the natioekicon with a high degree of
success. In 2003 the new word for girls’ genitarjppa was introduced into
Swedish to address a need for a word for young'giienitals that matched the

masculine equivalensnopp It was necessary to find a new word that wadoaated

> Skolverket 1999, 54

*® RFSU 2009. Kort om RFSU-férbundet

“" RFSU 2009. Férbundsstyrelse

*® RFSU 2009. RFSU AB

9 for examples of this one can look to philosophelaRd Poirier Martinsson’s accusations of RFSU
teaching young children about anal sex . See Matin 2009, Skytte 2009 and RFSU's reponse in
RFSU 2009. Debatt: Vi pratar sex med ungdomarfrémtideras verklighet
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and or carried undertones of shame (like “downdaheor sexism (like “cunt”) that
could be used by daycare and preschool workerseSmmools have even instituted

the use of the wortf. The wordslidkrans followed this trail of success.

1.5 DISPOSITION OF THESIS
This thesis is divided into six chapters, which én&een organized as follows:

The succeeding chapter on methodology includes usissans of feminist
ethnography, collaborative ethnography, the autpiohical element, this thesis’
division of labor, the selected participants, ttatisn within the thesis, transcription
of interviews, informed participant consent and tipgrant anonymity and
confidentiality. Tied to the analysis, the thirdagier frames our theoretical approach
to sexuality, including an examination of the aofiulogical understandings of sex
and sexuality, feminist anthropology and how pgestand purity are related to
virginity. The fourth chapter summarizes the cohtaithe change tslidkransand
encompasses a review of relevant literature, diotpan outline of medical literature
related to the hymen and a discussion of virgigisythe domain of the Other in
Sweden. The analysis chapter is comprised of featians: power of language,

education, the Other and silence. Chapter six coles the thesis.

CHAPTER 2: METHODOLOGY
2.1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter will explore the anthropological nuetblogy we employed for
our research area and how it was applied. Thedastion deals largely with feminist
and collaborative ethnography. We have providedsaudsion of these two types of
ethnographies and how they interact with each dtherder to create more enriched
and informed research. We have also included asbagraphical component in an

attempt to explain our positions as researcherseftett upon how our backgrounds,

*0 |Lagerblad 2007
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attitudes and understandings may affect the relsediee division of labor between
the co-researchers is outlined in this sections Baction also deals with language
issues, specifically translation, in the crossmalt context. The second section
explores how our methods were used in the field deyailing our choice of
participants as well as outlining the ethical issue faced. This section also includes
a discussion of confidentiality and researcherosthihe third section contains details
about how the interviews were conducted and a dgson of transcription within the
anthropological context.

2.1.1FEMINISTETHNOGRAPHY
It is nearly impossible to find an acceptable nigbn of feminism due to the

history and nuances of the concept. For our pugose define feminism as the
struggle for the social, economic and political &gy of men and women, regardless
of skin color or social status. We see gender astoacted rather than biological,
meaning men and women are produced into men andewaather than biology
determining the behavior of men and womerEthnography grapples with the
description of groups/cultures and requires an opend (while still allowing
“insiders” a say as well), an emic as well as pgcspective (which will be explored
in the next section) and an approach that paystaite to symbols within the
group/culture® While our discussion of the construction of seityatioes not
encompass an entire ethnography, it certainly delvi® facets of Swedish culture in
the same sense that an ethnography does.

Early feminist ethnographies explored the meanin§ssex, gender and
women’s place in society. Feminist ethnographiestaso attempted to give a voice
to women in a particular society and explored powed autonomy as well as
women'’s relations to men. More recent feminist etiraphies have been informed by

Judith Butler's understanding of sex/gender andfoperativity and pushed for

*1 This kind of feminism can be best defined by pmsnial feminist Mohanty's understanding of
feminism, see Mohanty (2003)
%2 Fetterman 2008
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different forms of ethnography, including playwndgi and autobiographical
narratives:> Famous feminist ethnographies have been authoyeGdyle Rubin,
Laura Bohannon and Michelle Rosaldo. Although mamyinist ethnographies make
use of only female participants and a researclh fieht is primarily occupied by
women, feminist ethnography does in no way exclusiag both male and female
participants’’*

Kamala Visweswaran, an anthropologist based inuB4, defines feminist
ethnography as “ethnography that foregrounds thesteun of social inequality vis-a-
vis the lives of men, women, and childrén.She further argues the definition of
feminist ethnography should be expanded to encosnpasarger area of study:
“‘women should not be seen as sole subjects, autlorgaudiences of feminist
ethnography. Various forms of critical ethnographight thus productively be read
as feminist ethnography®

While the co-researchers of this paper are femadedentify as feminists, the
subjects and audiences are not limited to womentiited individuals who identify
as feminists. We see our research as feminist gthphy due to the methodology we
have employed, which will be discussed below, ali as how sexuality has been

explored.

2.1.2COLLABORATIVEETHNOGRAPHY
While much anthropological research has been dgnedividual researchers,

a new push for collaboration and specifically, abbrative ethnography, began in the
1970s with roots in the Chicago School of Anthragyl Collaborative ethnology

arose as a critique of the traditional view of thke of the researcher as a singular,
academic voice studying the Other. The Other isoacept used by Simone de

Beauvoir to refer to women (who can be regardeth@a®©ther in opposition to men,

53 Visweswaran 1997

54 Reinharz and Davidman 1992, 55
55 Visweswaran 1997, 593

*%ibid, 593-594
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who were the standard gend&rEdward Said’s breakthrough wokientalismwent

on to apply the concept of the Other to colonizedtified people, which stood in
stark contrast to those in the W&&Eor the purposes of our research, the use of the
Other in this paper will be based upon this postitial understanding.

In many traditional ethnographies, the Other hadcantrol over what the
singular researcher wrote and how the researchitnaped the culture, which led to a
one-sided representation of the culture being studnd a lack of agency on the part
of the Other® Even by giving participants voices, many anthropdts failed in
representing the cultures being studied. As Janliffer@ writes, “Polyvocality was
restrained and orchestrated in traditional ethnuges by giving to one voice a
pervasive authorial function and to others the mflesources, ‘participants,’” to be
qguoted or paraphrased. Once dialogism and polyplaseyrecognized as modes of
textual production, monophonic authority is questid, revealed to be characteristic
of a science that has claimedrépresentultures.®

The goal of collaborative ethnography is to betiaderstand the culture
being analyzed through the use of polyvocality. €mts of agency, power and
representation are crucial to collaborative ethaplgy, and these concepts overlap
with feminist ethnography, in that certain voices given a setting to be heard. With
collaborative ethnography, the community being igttidhas a voice—a say in what is
being discussed and written about them and howdheyepresented.

Collaborative research also stresses how thegakdtip of the co-researchers
can better the final research product: “Althoughc@n involve many types of
alliances, common goals and mutuality are intefgraollaborative research—a sense

that each partner has much to learn from the ahdrthat the results of the research

" See de Beauvoirshe Second S€x989) for her discussion on woman as the Other
%% Said 1979

%9 Lassiter 2005

% Clifford 1986, 15
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will be richer through collaboration than any oretper could achieve without the
other.®*

In our collaborative research project, we do nogage in “traditional”
collaborative ethnology. Instead, we have two rmedeas from different
backgrounds, one of whom has partial insider statgs acts as the gatekeeper and
the other co-researcher who has an etic perspedthere are many justifications for
having a gatekeeper as a co-researcher; as P2€l&) (succinctly writes:

Because collaborative research is typically coretl@t a field setting

with practitioners, the knowledge developed is alse integral to

practice rather than separated from it. Havingesearchers who are
authentically inside the experience—co-researcivbrshave explored
it and understand it from the inside—voids this a@m with the

research—practice divide. Creating a collaboratiesearch team, a
team that represents multiple viewpoints and voiess well as

differing positions in relation to the research ypaz makes the
research richer and more complex and pushes th@ygeper.

While traditional collaborative ethnology involvesiore than two researchers,
limiting factors inside our research, including dimy and access, as well as the
nature of the project, kept the number of co-redeas at two. The limited number of
co-researchers speeds the planning process andgpiem in the field. Collaborative
ethnology does have its particular challenges whingular researchers may not face.
Collaborative ethnology demands the mutual respéthe co-researchers, requires
extensive discussions, meetings and comproms@he relationship of the co-
researchers plays a central role in the ethnograpbytrust and equity are requir®d.
By employing collaboration as a tool within our @asch, we created many
goals for our research, including gaining bettareas to the field, making better use
of our resources and time and performing richeeassh. We feel these goals were
met during the research process. By having onarelser take the gatekeeper role,

we were able to gain better access to the fieldinLiylander's experience with

51 pushor 2008
52 pyshor 2008
% ibid
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RFSU and language skills were used to create amogthphy that is better informed
than what an individual researcher without contactd without Swedish language
ability could conduct. In particular, Lynn was aldeuse her local contacts in Malmo
to quickly find interview subjects. Her Swedishdamage skills were used to create a
literature review that is informed by research peidone in Sweden. Most
importantly, Lynn has used her own experiencesnaRFESU sexual educator in what
can arguably be called autoethnography. Carolyns,ElWho specializes in
autoethnography, states, “In autoethnography, ifeeof the researcher becomes a
conscious part of what is studiet.”Anthropologist Colic-Peisker, who studied
Croatian immigrant communities in Australia (hefdeding a Croatian immigrant in
Australia) and employed autoethnography as a tober research, writes, "Using our
holistic selves in ethnography is not only a rewagdsocial experience but,
fortunately, is increasingly acknowledged amongiado@searchers as a legitimate
scholarly approach’® While interviews with RFSU participants make up thulk of
the research material, Lynn’s experiences with aegducation in Sweden have not
been excluded and have informed and colored marig pathe ethnography. There
are, of course, negative aspects to having an pemspective. Colic-Peisker noted
that "the problem with being a 'native anthropadtigian be one of gaining sufficient
distance.®® By employing collaborative research, we hopedonteract this effect.

Still, it is important to note how researcher rades not fixed. Lynn’s role as a
co-researcher was not always as gatekeeper; idativh as an insider or outsider
changed depending on the research field and iet@reubject. Rachel was able to
obtain and conduct interviews in Stockholm with tRESU head office without
Lynn’s presence.

As co-researchers, we were also able to make hetteof our resources and

time. This particular project had no outside fumdill travel was made at the

& Ellis 2008
5 Colic-Peisker 2004
56 Colic-Peisker 2004
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expense of the co-researchers themselves. Bechose lanited economic resources
as students, only Rachel was able to conduct ilet@s/in Stockholm. We were also
able to conduct just two interviews concurrently the interviewee’s schedules
collided with each other’s. By having two co-reséars, we were able to reach more
people and conduct more research than a sole cegear

By using collaboration in our research processhewe also performed richer
research. By having two co-researchers, one withoee emic perspective and the
other with an etic perspective, our research has bdormed by different viewpoints
and experiences that have enriched the ethnogmsgjuglity. Our research has been
informed by our different statuses within the fialdd our collaboration has fostered a
better understanding of the construction of sexpah Sweden. Interviews were
conducted both in Swedish and English, which hdstdean interesting discussion
regarding the insider/outsider role, which we veidpand upon later. We will also
expand on our own backgrounds in a further subieseat an attempt to explain how

they may have affected our research.

2.1.3P0OSITIONINGOURSELVES THE AUTOBIOGRAPHICALELEMENT
The autobiographical element is a relatively newergmenon within

anthropological research which is a reaction agaositivist thinking in the field.
Traditional ethnographies have been criticizedefarluding the anthropologist, many
which have the naive presumption that the anthomgpsti and her/his background
does not affect the research. Feminists in padiduhve been critical toward research
which does not specifically comment on the reseafshbackground. As Judith

Okely, a feminist anthropologist based in the U.Wrjtes, “...whether through

scentistic (sic) or sexist bias, the personal ierofdenigrated in anthropological
monographs. The ‘I' of the observer sometimes dlisaps altogether as though the
material was acquired by impersonal procedufé&thnographies are personal due

to the nature of relationships within the communltyis necessary to expand upon

7 Okely 1996, 30
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the researcher and what she or he brings to thie, thlecause “... the ‘race,
nationality, gender, age and personal history ef fieldworker affect the process,
interaction and emergent materifl.”As feminist researchers, we recognize our
understandings, attitudes, viewpoints and expeegiadfect the research process and
especially how we interact with participants.

It is also necessary to know whether the reseaideetifies as an insider or
outsider. As sociologist Mark Sherry writes,

Many academic disciplines encourage researcherbetaeflective
about their relationships with research participafiut emphasis on
whether a researcher identifies as an insider auisider has been a
particular focus of qualitative research in theaaref anthropology,
feminism, and disability studies. The insider oitsmler status of a
researcher may have a considerable effect on seameh process. For
instance, being an insider or outsider may affeetway in which the
researcher enters the field, the obligations thatresearcher has to
research participants, the ongoing nature of contdath research
participants, and the level of trust demonstrateg hesearch
participants’’?

As feminist co-researchers we have attempted blective about our roles as

researchers and how we position ourselves by @siraptobiographical component.

2.1.3APOSITIONINGOURSELVESLYNN
| place myself somewhere in the gray area betwesder and outsider. Most

Swedish people | come into contact with adamamtlyse to see me as an immigrant,
although that is exactly what | am. | first movedSweden in 2004 to study, left in
2006 to teach English in Japan and moved back ted8win 2008. | am a young,
able-bodied person who has always identified asfemnd heterosexual.

Although | first came to Sweden to experienceilif@ Scandinavian culture, |
have come to see Sweden as my home. | can acceptl wiew as the positive and

negative aspects of Swedish society. Most of ngnfts and new family are here. The

%8 ibid, xi
%9 Sherry 2008
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last time | was in my hometown, much less the Uhitates of America, was in
2006. Since then | have visited eight other coastri

By coming from the West, specifically the USA, aslivas having white skin
and speaking Swedish, | am often granted insiggust Although few would regard
me as a Swede, | am often not seen as an immigith@r. In this sense | occupy a
space outside the norm. | cannot vote in Swedisttiehs, risk having my residency
rights revoked should | live in another countryr(émy amount of time) and | do not
receive the same financial benefits as Swedes whmmes to studying. Because |
am married to a Swedish citizen, | do have a righive and work in Sweden.

My interest in sexuality and economic needs ledtm&FSU. | had been
involved with the organization Projekt Sex, whidivances safe sex for students in
Lund. | was eventually offered the opportunity @rtgipate in a training course by
RFSU in order to become a sex educator. | compléteccourse in 2009 and have
been taking part in various assignments at higloashand at a girl's fair in the
Skane region. RFSU is not my only employer; | adsb as a freelance translator,
personal assistant and substitute teacher. In P@@8 accepted into a three semester
teaching certification program for the middle anghhschool levels and have spent
some time as a student teacher at a middle schaaind.

My interest in the wordslidkrans grew after experiencing a wide range of
reactions to the word from young people. Eventubkyiggested a collaboration to
Rachel. Although | am not a full “insider,” | haaecess to information, contacts and
perspectives that might be difficult to access doperson with few Swedish ties.
While anthropology does have a history of “partis” and “translators”
collaborating with researchers, this project isegnal collaboration and one person’s
contributions are not seen as superior or morensfiee than the other’'s. Our
backgrounds, skills, experiences, knowledge anavpaints of the world are both

valued and put to use in this collaboration.
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2.1.3BPOSITINGOURSELVESRACHEL
Reflection upon one’s position is paramount withgny feminist

anthropological research and this, briefly, is hbwee myself. To begin, | am a
visibly Caucasian, Western, relatively young cisavam. Though | may not appear to
be explicitly “non-Swedish” | am quickly discovereéd be an outsider due to my
inability to speak or understand fluent Swedistvaich point it becomes necessary to
explain that | grew up in America.

| have been living in Scandinavia (Copenhagen,dLand now Malmd) on
and off for the past five years and | have comei¢sv Scandinavia as my home. |
originally moved here as an exchange student i 200a program in Copenhagen.
After that first taste of Scandinavia, | returneddopenhagen in the summer of 2006
for a 15-month long internship and then | begasttaly full-time at Lund University
in 2008. From those previous few sentences oneasaartain that | also identify
myself as a student.

My identity as student has evolved since | firaheato Scandinavia. | began
as an eager anthropologist embarking on my fiedthfvork adventure in a foreign
land. Maintaining that enthusiasm, | have growm iatmore critically aware feminist
and researcher who has not “gone native,” but efleat and understand the more
intricate details of Swedish society. As a foregm visiting student, however, the
“insiders” view me as transient, temporary andraés glaringly out of place.

During my time studying, working and living in theouthern cities of
Scandinavia, | have been involved personally andegsionally in various sexual and
reproductive health questions and situations bath imsiders and outsiders. | am a
trained sexual educator for Projekt Sex with Lundiversity and have acted as a
mediator for foreign students in Copenhagen, hglthem to understand their access
and rights to sexual and reproductive health care.

Regardless of the time | have spent living in Saaada, my current

commitment to stay here (government permitting) mrydperceived “Westernness,” |
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remain an outsider, visitor and immigrant. Workiwith a researcher partner has
provided the opportunity to reflect upon my outsid&tus, linguistic limitations and
“Westernness” as perceived by the participantss Tiesis is the sum of both or our

experiences and reflections.

2.1.4DIvISION OFLABOR
It is necessary to explain the division of labomr four collaborative

ethnography. We have attempted to make the besbfuser resources, labor, time
and knowledge/abilities during the research andivgriprocess. In attempt to explain
this, we will outline the research process and tioevlabor was divided among co-
researchers.

In February 2010, Rachel and Lynn agreed to udelbmmative ethnography to
tackle the research subject because both had stéarethe same subject and it was
decided collaborative ethnography could best addiies research question. Rachel
was able to obtain and interview three membershef RFSU headquarters in
Stockholm on March 31, 2010. Lynn used her contézteequest interviews with
RFSU personnel in the Malm6 area. Literature waseshand divided up between
co-researchers. Lynn primarily read literature teritin Swedish and made notes in
English. Rachel’s literature focus was primarily ¢tmeory. The co-researchers
discussed and shared the literature as much agleo&s provide a kind of overlap.
Each co-researcher made notes in English for ther ab-researcher.

Interviews with participants in Malmo were carriedt in March and April,
which is when the writing of the thesis began. Befembarking on this research
project, the co-researchers had experience readioly other’'s academic writing and
felt the individual writing styles were cohesiveoegh to allow primary authorship of
a particular section without creating large breb&sveen the sections, which would
decrease the readability.

The first chapter was primarily written by Lynn,tlvithe exception of section
1.4 and 1.5. All of section 2.1 (with the exceptafr?.1.3b, authored by Rachel) were
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written by Lynn, as well as sections 2.2.3, 2.2l 2.3.2. Rachel authored the
remaining five sections of Chapter 2. Chapter 3 praslominately written by Rachel,
with a brief addition to section 3.4 authored bywnhyChapter 4 was written by Lynn.
For the analysis chapter, Rachel wrote sectiors15,and 5.4 while Lynn authored
sections 5.2, 5.3 and 5.5. Chapter 6, the conclusias primarily authored by
Rachel.

It should be noted that while we have outlined \uhto-researcher should be
attributed authorship of a particular section, wh&ing process was always informed
by the other co-researcher. Discussion among @areksers was central to each
aspect of the research process. This includedindfesuggestions for further reading
and editing by including or removing informationadh co-researcher approved the
other co-researcher’s sections in order to constuoohesive thesis with a unified
voice.

While we have discussed the positive aspects a@lllaboration, it should be
noted that there are downsides. Each co-reseandseforced to make compromises
in the way of the direction the research would tekkerder to create a unified work.
At times there were difficulties deciding on whidhection the research would take
and how such decisions could be made in an edahtafeminist fashion. This
required solid line of communication and understagdetween the researchers as
well as a willingness to compromise. The reseaschere also required to work their
schedules around each other. This means thatabodditive research project did not

offer the flexibility that an individual research&ould have.

2.2 METHODOLOGIES
In this section we will outline the methods useaddiect our empirical data.

We will begin by arguing for the specific method adfllection used, namely semi-
structured depth interviews. Next we will explalretdetails of each interview and
how and why each interviewee was selected. Finallyhe third sub-section we will

discuss how the dialogue has been created betWweamtauthors of this thesis.

24



2.2.1METHODS SELECTION ANDJUSTIFICATION
Historically, anthropology viewed “the field” astoundary-defined region,

located far from Western societies where a researchuld ethnographically study
the Other’? Within the construction of “the field” as far awhgme it was understood
to be a place of origin and samen&s3oday, “the field” is no longer as clearly
defined as “out there” as fieldwork can be perfaina¢ “home.” Globalization and
the growing popularity of anthropology at home fa@ased a change in the theoretical
and methodological approaches to fieldwork anddikeipline of anthropology? The
lack of appropriate rhetoric and language for atitgy upon and analyzing the new
types of projects such as anthropology at home mulfti-site fieldwork has been
explored by anthropologists such as George Maréuskil Gupta and James
Furguson’? Today there are many different approaches to\iietl including, but
not limited to, participant observation, interviemgiand ethnographic research. For
this project we used semi-structured depth intersie investigateslidkransand its
associated discourses in Sweden.

An interview is a way to gather research thatvedldor the construction of a
“listening space” where the researcher and interee can verbally exchange and
create knowledge poinf. It is valuable to note here that from a feminist
methodological standpoint, each party, both thesrunéwer or researcher and
interviewee, are active participants in this versathange?® Hence, we will refer to
the respective parties as researcher and parttcypi#im the understanding that each
was active in the production of knowledge during thterview process. During the
conversation it is ideal if both participants hasgual input and control over the

" Mccall 2006, 6

M Hume & Mulcock 2004, xxii

2 Kurontani 2004, 201

2 ibid

" Miller and Crabtree 2004, 185
S Reinharz 1992, 22
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discussion; however in practice this ideal of etyahight play out differently and
the researcher is likely to have more power androbaver the final product.

A depth interview focuses on the “...coconstructibnhe interviewer’s and a
[participant’s] experience and understanding of tiopic of interest and not
necessarily on the context of that understandffighough Miller and Crabtree, US
based medical anthropologists claim the contexias necessary from a feminist
perspective, we feel excluding the participantshtestual understanding of the
information would weaken research conclusiGh$he co-construction of sexuality
through language was a primary reason for our sefeof this method. A fluid
notion of sexuality, understood as a contextuatigstructed concept, was central to
our research (see Chapter 3 for further discussam) the semi-structured depth
interview offered an effective way to examine thederstanding, uses and
construction of this discourse as it relateslidkrans.

The interview process consists of selecting padits to interview and then
engaging with the participants in the interview ammdconstruction of knowledges.
The selection of participants and details relatmgach interview will be discussed in
the following section. For now let us focus on ih@erview.

The interview process involves the location andabeial interview. Each of
our interviews took place in the proverbial “gr&ss,” meaning that the location was
an everyday setting and not a sterile uncontextedliroom® Though some
interviews were held in public café, privacy wasimeined by only the involved
participants sitting in the area. Prior to eacterwview, Lynn and Rachel met to
compile a list of questions tailored for the indiwal participants. Each question list
began with a series of introductory questions taldish the participant’s relationship
to the word slidkrans These introductory questions provided context foe

participant’'s knowledge and helped the researched ba relationship with the

S Miller and Crabtree 2004, 188
" ibid
"8 Werner and Schoepfle in Miller and Crabtree 204
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participant. Once the introductory questions wemweced the “grand touf®
guestions were presented. These “grand tour” questivere open-ended and used to
lead the participant into a discussion sdidkrans These more general questions
helped to indicate the participant’s feelings, eipees and expectations associated
with slidkransand its associated discour§&3.0 help clarify any statements made by
the participant during these “grand tour” answersl do facilitate flow of the

conversation, the researcher added in “category’contrast®

guestions such as:
who, what, where, when, why, how did that happes, Additional questions
focusing on the participant’'s area of expertise evalso used to help steer the

conversation and were mixed in with the “categawtl “contrast” questions.

2.2.2THE PARTICIPANTS
Our interviews focused on discussions with indialduwho are active in

fields such as sexual and reproductive health resesnd education and community
youth outreach. These targeted spheres allowed farowledgeable and productive
conversation to further develop our researclsladkransin Sweden. A total of nine
interviews were conducted in April 2010. Our infew participants included: Olle
Castelius, RFSU Press Officer; Maria Andersson, RP8gram Director: Christina
Rogala, RFSU International Program Director andifeged Midwife; four RFSU
sex educators; Alan Ali, operations manager for Ehektra Project in Malmd and
RFSU board member; and Linda Leveau, a sex eduacadiordinator in Malmo.

The first three interviews with Castelius, Anderssmd Rogala were handled
by Rachel at RFSU’s Stockholm headquarters. Eatérview was held in the
meeting room and lasted between 30 to 55 minutiésr Aonsultation with the RFSU
Malmd Group, and at the advice of the first thragipipants, we sought contact with
Ali at Elektra in Malmg. Ali, we were told, was ialwed inslidkransdiscussions by

virtue of being a member of the RFSU board. BothrLynd Rachel were present at

" Miller and Crabtree 2004, 192
80 ;1

ibid
8 ibid, 193
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his interview, which lasted slightly more than tiwours and was held in the common
room of Fryshuset. The RFSU Stockholm participahte recommended we contact
Leveau who works coordinating sexual educationiculrms for schools in Malmé.
Rachel’s interview with her lasted almost an hawt was held at a coffee shop in the
center of Malmo.

In addition to our discussions with the professisnave arranged an open
interview time to speak with sexual educators atSBFMalmd. Due to the
participant’s time constraints, Lynn interviewedeosexual educator while Rachel
spoke with another; each of these conversationsddsetween 20 to 35 minutes. We
later arranged interviews with one more RFSU sexgiicator in Malmo6, who we
met together at a coffee house at the central stition for an interview lasting a
little more than 30 minutes. Finally we spoke te dimal sexual educator who Lynn
spoke to for 20 minutes at a public building in Mél The locations of the interviews
were decided upon after consultation with our pgréints. Lynn’s experiences as a
sexual educator for RFSU have also made her acypantit as well as a co-researcher.

Seven of the nine interviews were held in Englisithwhe participants’
agreement. At times Swedish words would be sulsttby the participants if the
English term was unknown. In these cases Rachel lamah would review the
recording together and discuss the context of thetegand agree upon a translation.
All of the interviews were recorded with the cortsef the participants and

transcribed afterwards. The idea of consent willliseussed in section 2.3.

2.2.3TRANSLATION
Two of the interviews, both with sexual educatowgere conducted in

Swedish. As mentioned, those being interviewed mgliEh with both Lynn and

Rachel were given the option of speaking SwedishofAthese interviewees agreed
to be interviewed in English. At times, Swedish weed to describe a word or
concept, which Lynn translated to English. The nvieavee verbally confirmed the

veracity or debated the interpretation before cgntman agreement and continuing
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in English. Most of the literature review and medidracts were in Swedish. All of
the excerpts were translated by Lynn.

While many social scientists, including anthropologists, have debated the
role of participants and possibilities for collaboration, there has been
surprisingly little debate about the range of issues a researcher can encounter
when not speaking the native language. As Wong and Poon, two researchers with
backgrounds in nursing note, it is often assumed translation and interpretation
is neutral, technical procedure that is free from power relations and that the
underlying power relations between researchers and translators often go
unexplored.82 With anthropology taking on new and innovative subject matters,
ideally the researcher(s) should be able to understand the language of the
culture being studied. We hope having a bilingual researcher can counteract
these limitations.

Squires recommends the translation is verified byiralependent revieff.
Our study has not conducted an independent revievhe translations due to
economic limitations. Squires also recommends rekeses provide the credentials of
the translator and/or interpreter because the tyuafiithe translation, coding and data
analysis are influenced by the translator/integatstsociolinguistic knowledg¥. In
order to make our research process transpareri§ necessary to discuss the
translation process and disclose Lynn’s credentigysn first began her Swedish
studies in 2004 at Folkuniversitet in Lund, comipigt Svenska som andrasprak A
and Svenska som andrasprak(Bwedish as a second language A and Swedish as a
second language B) at Komvux in Lund. Swedish Biésequivalent of high school
Swedish and used as the standard for admissioniversity programs in Swedish in
late 2008. She also completed the course Englisam@ar and Translation
(ENGBO02 9 points), a course for Swedish to English transh, at Lund University

8 \Wong and Poon 2010, 152
8 Squires 2009, 279
8 ibid, 278
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in 2009. She has been the unofficial and laterciaffitranslator for Projekt Sex in
Lund since 2008. She has performed paid transktion children’s books and for
Lund Municipality. Unless otherwise noted, the #iations from Swedish into

English in this research project have all been donkeynn.

2.2 .4TRANSCRIPTION
To record our interviews, we used digital audicording devices. Recording

was done on an iPod as well as another digitalrdgog device with the participants’
knowledge, as previously discussed. When the amarebers interviewed together,
two recording devices were used to ensure the dewpmwould be successful and to
have a back-up in case of mechanical error. Therdews were uploaded onto the
co-researchers’ computers into .mp3 digital autés f

Anthropologist Elinor Ochs offers many recommenaladi in regards to
transcripts. She writes “one of the important fesguof a transcript is that it should
not have too much information. A transcript thatde detailed is difficult to follow
and assess. A more useful transcript is a seleotiee® In the interest of simplicity,
we decided against using video equipment and exampbdn-verbal communication
from the transcripts. Some forms of non-verbal camitation were noted by the co-
researchers with notations during the interview.

In order to best represent our interviewees, wéldddo attempt to transcribe
exactly what was being said without altering thindgt could be considered
“mistakes,” such as an awkward choice of wordsngproper grammar. If we had
trouble understanding something that was being, se& had a discussion before
deciding on a course of action (in almost all cases-researcher could confirm what
was said). Both researchers agreed to transcrivantierview recording verbatim,
including all filler words such as “um” and pausestated by an ellipse. Two
interviews were performed in Swedish, transcribedSwedish and then translated

into English. The free program Audacity was usedekpedite the transcription

8 Ochs 1979, 44
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process. The public figure participants were gitba option of reviewing their
transcripts. One participant chose to exercisedpi®n.

2.3 THE ETHICS OF CONSENT, ANONYMITY AND CONFIDENTIALITY
Consent, anonymity and confidentiality are topidsdescussion whereby

ethics plays a crucial role when performing fentifisldwork. The ethos of feminist
postmodernist research requires a reflection onptheer relationship between the
researcher and the researched. In the followingioses; we will explain our research
position on informed consent, anonymity and conficity.

2.3.1INFORMED CONSENT
Our primary method of gathering information, themsstructured depth

interview, created clear boundaries between thearekers and the participants. This
limited relationship lessened the complicationd ten arise when reflecting upon
informed consent.

Fieldworkers do not have one universalized undedstg of informed consent,
though now they are bound by university review deand sponsoring organizations
to discuss their research practices related te®#nd consefit.Informed consent is
a concept complicated by numerous issues stemmimm the very nature of
fieldwork. Fieldwork is inherently volatile and asearcher’'s purpose can shift and
change over time, making it difficult for one tdljuinform the participants of their
intentions®” Additionally, anthropologists are not necessagailyays forthcoming or
transparent with their research motivations so #teay ensure access to the desired
community® The American Anthropology Association’s (AAA) Codé Ethics
explains the process of informed consent to be ddyin and continuous” and that
informed consent “should be initiated in the projdesign and continue through

implementation by way of dialogue and negotiatigthhose studied®

8 Thorne 2004, 159
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Following the Code of Ethics defined by the AAAsvamplified by choosing
to hold semi-structured depth interviews, as disedsin the previous sectiomhis
approach allowed for the researchers to formallytaxct the interviewees via e-mail
to make introductions and clearly state our researentions with the hope of being
granted access to a conversation with the partitipat the beginning of each
interview, Lynn and Rachel presented the partidipavith a consent and
confidentiality form re-stating the purpose of tlesearch and asking for permission
to record and transcribe the interview and offeangnymity.

2.3.2PARTICIPANTANONYMITY ANDCONFIDENTIALITY
As mentioned above, each participant was given m@saxdt form at the

beginning of the interview that offered a choicetfee participant’s identity to remain
confidential in the writing process. By presentitige consent form prior to the
interview we followed AAA’s Code of Ethics that &d'researchers must determine
in advance whether their hosts/providers of infdiamawish to remain anonymous or
receive recognition and make every effort to compith those wishes™ After
presenting the consent form the researchers atmsied with the participant the
possibly implications of revealing their identifjhe participants who can be seen as
public figures chose not to remain anonymous atet afuch discussion between co-
researchers, we feel we can ethically identify ¢hpsople in our report by their
names, which is why we indentified these participany name and title in the
previous section. In our analysis section, we ifigtitese participants by title only in
order to reduce any confusion about their offipiasition. We withheld the names of
the sexual educators we spoke with as they ar@utdic figures and their identities
should remain anonymous. In order to do this, weslthosen to identify them by the

pseudonyms Jenni, Kalle, Karin and Elsa, whichnaterelated to their real names.

*ibid
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CHAPTER 3: THEORY OF SEXUALITY

“Sexuality is natural but becomes cultural >*”

Sexuality is a concept that can be explained areled from various
perspectives. In the following sections we will roduce, discuss and examine
different views of sexuality, sex and gender inhampology, from the more
structuralist view that sexuality—as representethenquote above—is an innate part
of existence to the development of anti-essentialsl feminist anthropology where
sexuality is understood to be a social constructidhis discussion forms the
theoretical positioning for our research and anglgéthe construction of sexuality in

Sweden through the introduction of the wehdikrans

3.1 FEMALE:NATURE AS MALE:CULTURE
Sex and sexuality are two innately linked wordst tambody a wealth of

meanings. One can look at these meanings througfimpdernist lenses, meaning we
understand discourse produces both sex and sgxudtiése discourses organize the
cultural and contextual meanings as well as didtagesignificance of sexual desires,
identities and practices in Western societfeDuring the late 20th century,
anthropologists expanded their ways of discussax¢uslity. Through this expansion,
anthropologists have added a greater understartdirntese amorphous concepts
through investigations into the langudyand powet' of sex/uality, examples of
which will be discussed further in the followingctien.
The term ‘sex’ was first used in the 16th centuwyillustrate the division

between male and female, leading to what is unoledsby Western societies to be a
biological division® The dichotomous division between the sexes wasl uise

anthropology to discuss the nature:culture contbgsstructuralists such as Lévi-

91 |evi-Strauss 1969, 30 in MacCormack 1980, 2
92 Cameron and Kulick 2003, 19
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Strauss. Structuralist anthropologists viewed dlgsinction as a means of explaining
the metaphors:

nature:culture
female:male

These metaphors rely on the assumptions that nahdeculture are given constants
within any society and that they remain stafi¢tdowever, if it is understood that
culture constructs the concepts of nature, culme sex, then none of the above can
be taken as a given or staticFurthermore, one must be careful not to assume the
researched group is comparable in organizationomsteuction of gender, sex or
sexuality to one’s own communit§.With that postmodernist view in mind, we will
begin by reviewing the historical origins of thentparison.

The association between female and nature hasribistoots in the
Enlightenment, an era when the words ‘nature’ anodlture’ were used and
understood in a new way—a way that was represeatati the changes in how
society viewed itself in relation to natufeAt this time, female and nature were
thought to be closely relaté® This relationship was based in part on a woman'’s
bodily role in sex and motherhood, which was viewssl a woman’s ultimate
purpose™ During the Enlightenment, the body’s role in thet af sex caused
sexuality to be seen as part of nature, based sophysiological actions and its
fluidity. ®> Through this association, the comparison betweeemulture and
female:nature emphasized the negative aspectedkthale gender, ignorance and
superstition'®® Negative attributes associated with female werthér supported by

scientific and medical research during the 18thtwsn which challenged the
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knowledge and morality of the midwife (in comparisto the modern surgeotff
This power struggle between midwife and surgeomessmts the “growth of culture
through the domination of nature...the increasinggs of masculine ways over
irrational, backward-looking womert®

The historical context presented above is an inaportelement in
understanding the development of different appresd¢hb gender, sex and sexuality in
anthropology and in the West. Until the late 20&mtary, anthropologists saw their
work as an examination of other cultures looking gmnilarities in the organization
of rituals, kinship, economics and gender as eepegd through cultur@® Here the
assumption is that culture the lens through which all information is filtered and
understood. The metaphoric comparison of femalereand male:culture came into
focus in the 1970s and was discussed by SherryeOmnher essay, “Is Female to
Male as Nature is to Culturé®* The essay begins with the supposition that “the
secondary status of women in society is one oftthe universals, a pan-cultural
fact.”'% Ortner’s arguments draw upon the logic that waswised above regarding
the Enlightenment. The explanation for why womea anderstood be to closer to
nature than men is based on women’s innate aliitycreate life from within
themselves while men are forced to be outwardlyatore “through cultural
means,*® thus furthering culture. In terms of social role®men are explained to be
limited by their natural reproductive abilities, noe their proclivity for domestic
work. Meanwhile, men venture out and participatéhie public domain and society.
Ortner’s essay relies heavily on the idea thatehgra universal culture and nature

distinction that represents a gendered hierarchyhith women are subordinate to

19 ibid, 53-54
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men!*® To Ortner, this universal rule causes gender séipar and gendered
behavior'** The universality of gender has been argued aghinstarious feminist
social scientists in favor of a more reflexive aess Western-centric constructit.
Jane Goodale contests Ortner’'s arguments in héysismaf the Koulong concepts of
gender division and presents an analytical modetrevtsingle:married is a more
relevant way to express the Koulong worldview ttiamale:malé™® Through this
model, Goodale illustrates the flaws in the unigétg of the female:nature and
male:culture models.

3.2 ANTI-ESSENTIALISM AND ANTHROPOLOGY
Debates within anthropology about essentialistyamslof other cultures were

important discussions in the late 20th centurydifi@nally, anthropology observed
and analyzed culture as a static fact. Anti-esabsiis shifted this tradition to view
anthropology as a way of explaining variations awhdifferent communities
construct, view and experience the wdritiThis interpretivist take on anthropology
highlights the way concepts like sex, gender arth@iare socially constructédf
Western feminist anthropologists and feminist pectipes heavily influenced these
approache$'® In challenging the traditional anthropological erstanding of culture,
anti-essentialists propose to modify the notiort thdture is “a bounded universe of
shared ideas and custori€®—something that is reified, self-contained and
reproducing. The anti-essentialists instead propo#ere should be viewed as fluid
and adaptable.

Anthropologist Clifford Geertz’'s work played an iomant role in the

development of anti-essentialist and symbolic apblogy. Geertz’'s symbolic
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anthropology understands culture to be “an orgahizellection of symbolic
systems.**® His works such as the famous “Deep Play: Notestten Balinese
Cockfight” explore the “actor-centered perspectiire’symbolic analysi$® Geertz’s
method of thick description provides the ethnogesphkith tools to reflect upon their
own position in the research and sort through thgefs of significance to derive the
meaning” from the perspective of those being reseat'® Geertz's influence
helped to shift the theoretical approach from whati-essentialist anthropologists
viewed as “the totalizing use of the idea of ‘aterd’ and the equating of one culture
(passed on from generation to generation) with smaety, can be an obstacle to
seeing the importance of temporal factors, indigldand categorical diversity, and
local and large-scale juxtapositioné” These important developments within the
anthropological tradition have allowed for the usibn of more feminist practices
within anthropological work as well as a consideratfor an increasingly global

community.

3.3 FEMINIST ANTHROPOLOGY AND SEX
Today sex cannot be understood to simply denotédferehce of anatomy,

biology or behavior, as explored by Judith Butknne Fausto-Sterling, Don Kulick
and others who challenge the biologically uphekdsieary’*? Sex has evolved from
a simplistic biological definition to an embodimemf the culture and the
developments made by queer theorists in identititiggy which has helped to
continually question the essentialist assumptibas ¢onflate gender and sexuafity.
Authors like Fausto-Sterling have created a spduerevthe voices that do not fit into
the linguistically upheld dichotomoy of sex can leard. The meaning of sex has

morphed into a powerful representation used to tataled what the act, behavior and

18 McGee & Warms 2004, 524

19ihid, 525

120ihid

121 Moore 1994, 373

122 5ee Butler 1990; Fausto-Sterling 2000; Kulick 1998
123 cameron and Kulick 2003, 28

37



identity of sex/uality is andhouldbe!?* Used as a noun, a verb or an adjective, the

various uses of the term ‘sex’ demonstrate how d¢exngnd influential its concept is
in the West.

3.3.1CONSTRUCTINGEX/UALITY
In Thinking Sexanthropologist Gayle Rubin proclaims, “[s]ex ivector of

oppression. The system of sexual oppression cutss@amther modes of social
inequality, sorting out individuals and groups aduag to its own intrinsic dynamics.
It is not reducible to, or understandable in teofisclass, race, ethnicity, or gender.
Wealth, white skin, male gender, and ethnic prgele can mitigate the effects of
sexual stratification*®® Thus, as Rubin argues, sex cannot simply be seea a
biological feature but rather must be understoobld@ social system that regulates
each individual in unique ways in which contextaisogent feature. In short, she
removes sex and sexuality from the confines ofregieand places them in the context
of politics and culture. Her arguments follow witie anti-essentialist understanding
that sex is constructed through the social anaisimply “biologically ordained**®
Furthermore, Rubin states “[s]exual ideology plagscrucial role in sexual
experience. Consequently, definitions and evalaataf sexual conduct are objects of
bitter contest*?’ These disagreements also involve concepts of Egxuaot only
the act of sex. By including sexuality in the dission, Rubin underlines the
influence of certain groups on the production ofcéptable) sexuality and the
consequences of not complying to the noffn.While explaining the ways that sex
acts as a “vector of oppression,” Rubin maintamg/iglity is a social construction
that is primarily controlled through the productioh a discourse of an acceptable
sex/uality. Rubin’s understanding of sexuality dihg challenges the structuralists’

nature:culture dichotomy. By viewing sexuality asudtural construction it becomes
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clear that the female:nature as male:culture iné¢agion is simply a way of
representing the “vectors of oppression.” FollagviRubin’s argument, if everyone is
understood to have sexuality, then sexual ideotogied reflection as to who is
controlling the construction of these views aredamental in an analysis of anyone
from a single person to a society.

Rubin’s ideas echo Foucault’'s central argumenthe History of Sexuality,
where he asserts sexuality is a historically caestd network that connects erotic
stimulation and pleasure with knowledge, discousses power?° Foucault explains
all of this through a genealogical study that exgdothe production of sexuality
through its history of repressidif. By outlining the historical context, Foucault
clearly makes his argument that what matters:

is not to determine whether one says yes or n@xo..eut to account
for the fact that it is spoken about, to discovéovdoes the speaking,
the positions and view points from which they speaak institutions

which prompt people to speak about it...\What is stés..is the over-

all ‘discursive fact,’ the way sex is ‘put into daurse.***

This view of sexuality as a social construction,angues, has found its way into all
aspects of life and is “controlling populationsain increasingly comprehensive way”
based on its ties to the body, which are inhereotgnected to knowledge and
power™®? Thus, in a more explicit sense, sexuality can hdetstood to be an
influential social, political and moral issue withthe West that is defined at the point
of intersection between society and ourseff@#\ccepting that sexuality is based on
a contextually-bound cultural construction does matke it a defining feature of
everyone’s identity. However, everyone possessesatity and is therefore at the

mercy of the shifting discourses of sexuality.
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To review, from an anti-essentialist perspectiveasd sexuality are not static
realities. Rather, they change constantly and tbkshed above, are dependant on
context for understanding. The perpetually shiftiregulations on acceptable
sex/uality in the West bring into focus the issdepower, which highlights whose
voice can be heard within the discourse, who isdileg what it says and from which
point(s) of view**® These notions of sex/uality help to establish whatbelieve to
know about sex, meaning one’s knowledge is notusketly based on firsthand
experiences, but influenced by discourse and sotietThe words ‘sex’ and
‘sexuality’ are colored by context that defines wheceptable sex is, how to interpret
sexual experiences and how one can understandstheiglity**’ The language used
to explain these terms sets standards through tHesseurses, dictating what is
‘normal,’ possible and desirabt®® Thus, sex/uality are concepts that are produced
and continually amended according to context. Ustdeding sex/uality to be a
constructed concept allows us to critically examtihe introduction of the word
slidkransas an example of creating a new sexuality.

3.4 PRESTIGE AND PURITY
Now that we have established sexuality as a @lljucontextual construction,

we must go deeper into the discussion to explamginity to analyze how RFSU is
constructing sexuality through the introductionstifikrans In considering questions
related to virginity and its effect on the constroe of sexuality, we will use Sherry
Ortner and Harriet Whitehead’s contemplations oestige and sexuality from the
introduction to the boolSexual Meaningsnd Mary Douglas’ work with purit}?®

The analytical theories presented for prestige punity will be summarized below

and then applied to our own material in the anedytchapter.
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3.4.1PRESTIGE
Sexual Meaningss a collection of essays addressing the issuegenfier,

sexuality and reproduction within ethnographic imgt The analytical premise is that
prestige is the greatest recognizable discoursentbmencing the construction of
sexuality**® They define prestige as a social honor or valseltieg from positions
that are established through social evaluattéhhese hierarchal positions form
prestige discourses that are historically and can#dly specific and emerge to guide
social structure and organizatitii. Within this argument, Ortner and Whitehead
identify three areas where prestige and sexualiggetmin the gender system; in
consistent ways with other prestige discourses; amestige and cross-sex
relationships. Of these three areas, two are retefea our analysis. The first states
that gender systems are prestige discourses imfagmselves. The second reveals
that “male prestige-oriented action” expressesszgex social relationé?

It should be noted that in the original text, Ort@&d Whitehead use the
phrases “prestige structures” and “prestige systeWile have chosen to use the word
discourse in place of structure and systems baseddesire to be less universalist in
our analysis™ This decision is based on Ortner’s later reflectim the implications
of the words systems and structures in her essanpd& Hegemonies?® Through
the essay Ortner explains that that both termsesgmt a society as a “single ‘system’
or as ordered by a single ‘structure,” which embsafor pervades) virtually every
aspect of that social and cultural univer§®."This totalization of culture into a
universal system undermines the anti-essentialstspective of our analysis.
Additionally Ortner notes the historical aspecttbé terms and how they do not
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account for change or development over tifléThis perspective is key to our own
consideration of how RFSU is constructing sexualitgsed on a change in
vocabulary. Ortner’s final argument for moving awlagm the words “system” and
“structure” is they imply “implicitly...or explicitly that they are “beneficial to the
people who live within them*® This “benefit” does not allow the researcher to
consider the political context that could bias thesystems. Based on Ortner’s
discussion we have chosen to use the word discdarg#ace of “system” and
“structure”. The word discourse was selected basedhe linguistic focus of this
project and is used to allow for reflection upoe timguistic representations and an
analysis of the practices and institutions reldteg@restige within the context of the
introduction ofslidkrans

First let us consider the initial statement thabhdgr systems are inherently
prestige discourses. As a fundamental point, thiscept echoes feminist literature
but it is especially noteworthy based on the statdnthat “..the concepts used to
differentiate men from women in terms of social thoare often identical to the
concepts used to distinguish other differentiadyued social types, and identical as
well to the concepts used to grade individualshefdtame gender*® By establishing
order of prestige through comparisons between iddals of the same gender or
different genders, the prestige discourse reifiebabior and social orders. An
example of this can be found in Marilyn Stratherassay “Some Implications of
Hagen Gender Imagery,” which looks at gender armdgmdood in the Papua New
Guinea Highland$>° Strathern argues gender is used to designateantom terms
of social goals, meaning that women and men canjutiged based on separate

criteria’! These different rubrics are also, for instancedusy women to evaluate
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other women, which can result in derogatory nansesifor female$>? This is just
one example of how the prestige discourse is usedeparate sexes. By using
separate systems to judge the behavior and actibmsdividuals of the same or
different genders, the prestige discourse solilifie

The second area discusses how maleness is crdataagti the prestige
discourses that then subsequently affect crossaeial relations>® This is based on
the idea that females are defined in terms of tmelations to others through
constructs such as marriage and division of lalior,name a few* These
relationships are formed in relation to the gendgreestige discourses to support a
male-oriented hierarchy. Thus, the sexual and gemtigionships of a culture will be
influenced by the cross-sex relations and prestigectures. These ideas are further
discussed by Jane Collier and Michelle Rosaldbeir essay “Politics and Gender in
Simple Societies™ In this essay, Collier and Rosaldo use three beidéce
societies to explore gender and sexuality concegtidhrough their cross-cultural
analysis, they surmise, “Politics are sexual prditbecause, whatever else they may
concern, relations among men are organized througfis claims to women. And if
men say they hunt and kill in order to gain sexaaess to women, then women turn
the idiom around and use their sexuality to malkeéns to men**® This example
illustrates how individual relationships are form@dthe inequalities that are part of
the social and political organization of a socidBpllowing that logic, it is clear
sexuality is configured to be a positive or negatiwithin this same system of
relations that is shaped by both the political #relsocial>’

In summary, prestige is a multi-faceted concept tha be applied to various
topics. The view of gender binary as a prestigealisse fits well with the earlier

argument that sexuality is a social constructioddifionally, the second point of
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argument that cross-sex relations affect prestigeodrses further elaborates the
notion that the construction of sexuality is adi@nd contextual concept. Through
our new lenses that recognize prestige discouletess now look to the idea of purity

in terms of virginity.

3.4.2VIRGINITY ANDPURITY
Virginity and purity are linked through culturahé religious tradition$>®

There have been numerous ethnographic reportdahelt upon virginity in relation
to various forms of social organization from maggao kinship to caste systefis.
These organizations, which involve the relationgbgpbween virginity, sexuality and
purity/pollution are numerous and in the broad serem be “interpreted as symbols
of the relations between parts of sociefif Following this logic, the affiliation of
purity and pollution with virginity and sexualitg also a contextually based and ever-
changing relationship that is socially constructBélow we will discuss different
ways virginity has been defined and then exploe itltersection of virginity and

purity in anthropology.

3.4.2.1DEFINING VIRGINITY
Strictly speaking, there is no cross-cultural, ensal definition of virginity.

Virginity can refer to someone who has not mastiethasomeone who has not
experienced oral or anal sex, a girl whose vagasariot been penetrated or a myriad
of other possibilities. Historian Hanne Blank disses the negations surrounding
virginity and states, “Virginity is invariably defed in terms of what it is not, and is
believed to be proven most incontrovertibly by vevatr signs (blood, pain, etc.)
become obvious only in the moment of its oblitenati*®*

In many Western societies today, it is generallyepted that a person who

has experienced vaginal-penile heterosexual pemnetisex is no longer a virgin. One

158 Douglas 2008, 194
159iphid, 173-195
160ihid, 4

181 Blank 2007, 96

44



explanation offered for this is that only heterasds can reproduce through
penetrative se¥? although this is changing with the advent of neshnologies. It
can be said that heteronormative, patriarchal sesieould produce a definition of
virginity that places the onus on women by makingmen bear markers of
“virginity” while gays, lesbians, transgender antersex people are excluded.

In defining virginity based on penetrative sex, uacmphasis is placed on
the hymen, which has no biological ties to whatasstrued as “virginity.” There are,
however, symbolic ties, meaning that many assoti&éloss” of the hymen with the
“loss” of a woman'’s virginity. Blood and pain arks@ linked with the “loss” of the
hymen. Still, blood and pain are not the only meskef “virginity;” from a cross-
cultural perspective there are and have been @mmtiarkers of virginity for
women, including the constitution of her urine loe feel of her breast&® The Zulus,
who perform “virginity testing” as a so-called s&gy for HIV prevention, believe
that a woman’s “virginity” status can be evaluabgther taut muscle torf&? The use
of blood and pain as female virginity markers immaocieties around the world may
be due to initial (heterosexual, vaginally pen&tgt sexual intercourse as being
regarded as a ritual of transformation and saerifiglank writes that blood and pain
are connected symbolically with sacrifit%.

Blood and pain are not only virginity markers inethWestern world.
Psychologists based in the Netherlands Bekker .£%° alote the importance of
“virginal” blood on the wedding night in some none¥fern parts of the world that
can drive a demand for hymen reconstructive surgettyough it should be noted that
their statements contain many generalizations amkernthe assertion of one “Islamic

culture™:
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In Islamic culture, staying a virgin until the wedd night is very
important. Many young women are raised with theamfive to save
their hymen for their husband. This norm implies sexual
intercourse, the avoidance of certain sports acduéious approach to
physical exertion. Before the wedding and arouredwedding night,
rituals take place that have to prove the bridé'ginity. Some women
are taken to medical doctors to get a certificdtéheir virginity. In
other cases, a cloth with the woman’s blood hasetdemonstrated to
the relatives, friends and neighbours after théodation. If there is no
evidence that the bride is a virgin, dissolutiontied marriage can be
one of the legal consequences.

While clearly the authors do not note any nuances seem to reject the idea that
virginity is valued in the West and in other paofsthe non-Islamic world, there is
some basis in that many women feel a need to damatmsheir so-called virginity
with arbitrary tests. Such a pressure has leadyrplates to adopt virginity testing
and hymen surgeries, which have medical basis, wsliterature review will
demonstrate.

In summary, the practice of defining virginity hasnsequences for everyone.
As Blank writes: “defining virginity means directffecting the lives of nearly all
women, and many men as well. Despite what somelpegpear to think, defining
virginity is not merely a philosophical exerciseid an exercise in controlling how

people behave, feel, and think, and in some casether they live or die*®’

3.4.2.2 ANTHROPOLOGY ONIRGINITY ANDPURITY
Margaret Mead’s work in Samoa helped to push dsouns about gender,

sexuality and virginity to the forefront in anthapgy.*®® In her work, virginity was
discussed through the Samoan “sacred maid’—a positi honor filled by a young
female relative of the chiéf® A primary requirement is that the “sacred maidiysta
virgin, which is regulated by the communtty.According to Ortner, the emphasis on

virginity here represents how women are valuedhis society and accordingly
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relates to a woman'’s social statsHer argument is based upon the understanding
that the “cultivation of virginity...is in fact assiated inall hierarchal systems with
high cultural value*”? From this perspective Ortner explains that thislte” is what
gives women status within a society. Thus, womenbmmmembers of two groups the
primary status group of virgin and subsequentlynapgerson and the secondary group
of womanhood once a female has been penetratedyigad birth!”® Implicit in
Ortner's discussion are the purity/pollution issuas play when protecting a
“woman’s value” through chastity. For a deeper asston of these issues, we turn to
Mary Douglas’ workPurity and Danger’# In this work, Douglas explores the notion
of purity and pollution in the area of sexualitydavirginity. Through the spread of
Christianity, Douglas claims, the notion of virgyias a positive value was
disseminated and was duly combined with variousrolieliefs that view the body as
an “imperfect container which will only be perfékit can be made impermeabl&®
Ortner, in a later work, further develops theseagddn “The Virgin and the
State” she attributes the potential danger andupoii caused by women, and their
virginity in part to the evolution of state struaa’’® The development of the modern
state caused purity to be seen as an innate fe#ttatecould be regulated and
sustained by the state and through religious dueetfi Combined with cultural
beliefs, these fears relating to sexual purity m@aan explosive combination that
regulated societal behavior. One example of thgalegion is that it was used to
effect gender roles in marriage and in other lewélsocial hierarchy’® This strict a
pattern of purity can lead to contradiction andhypocrisy within a society®

Virginity as a mark of purity is often, Ortner nefaused in marriages between two
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different social groups, referred to as hypergaffidy using virginity as a means to
define social mobility, or simply location, femalescome ambiguously located in the
social structure and are defined only by theirfywi polluting effects®*

Within the purity/pollution dichotomy of virginityit is possible to see the
effects of prestige discourses on gender and @@sselations. At a cursory glance,
virginity and the purity it is associated with angbued with the idea of prestige: “A
virgin is an elite female among females, withheldtouched, exclusive'® Yet, the
very notions of virginity and purity are contextiyatonstructed and relative. This
discussion of virginity and the purity/pollutioniadns that influence it will inform our
analysis of the construction of sexuality throudie tintroduction ofslidkrans in

Sweden.

CHAPTER 4. LITERATURE REVIEW

The following chapter outlines the relevant histaliand medical knowledge
around our area of study. The first section wiltlioe the medical knowledge of the
hymen in order to portray which misunderstandingsteabout the physiology of the
hymen. The second section outlines how the portrafyanmigrants in Sweden has
affected the recent public debate about hymen sesyel he third section outlines the

linguistic context of the change stidkransand its adaptation by the general society.

4.1 THE HYMEN AS A SOCIAL CONSTRUCT: A REVIEW OF THE MEDICAL LITERATURE
Little is understood about the physiology of thenley, but research from the

past few decades has shown that many commonlybledilefs about the hymen are, in
fact, false. There is some debate as to whetherehgnare found in other species,
with some maintaining that humans are the only isgewith hymens®® Blank

asserts many other animals have hymens like llasess, rats, chimpanzees and
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moles—yet these animals’ hymens serve a purposéhdrcase of mammals with
primarily underwater habitats, the hymen can pitatee vagina from water while for
other mammals the hymen can actually close up gumim-fertile period$®*

Hypotheses that attempt to address the hymen’seexis are generally built
on false assumptions. One thesis asserts hymersduerto sexual selection on the
part of the men because virgin females were solighiued®> Another hypothesis
holds that because of humankind’'s aquatic pasthyngen could protect the vaginal
opening from danger§® A third hypothesis was that the hymen could hel@in
sperm and thus led to greater fertilizattBhHobday et al. hypothesize the hymen is a
retained embryological structure that serves asra@egtive adaptation against
infection and suggests the hymen may be “more dpeel’ in societies that place a
large emphasis on virginity and supposedly leseldged “in societies with little or
no interest in the structuré® The most reasonable explanation of the human hymen
is that it is a “tiny leftover of the process ofifal development®°

Since ancient times, the hymen has been connectdd wivginity and
bleeding. When the hymen is mentioned in ancientng it is to refute its existence,
as in the case of the Greek Soranus, who wrot80nAD:

In virgins the vagina is depressed and narrowecalre it contains
ridges that are held down by vessels originatinghen uterus; when
defloration occurs, these ridges unfold, causingn;péhey burst,

resulting in the excretion of blood that ordinarflpws. In fact, the

belief that a thin membrane grows in the middi¢hef vagina and that
it is this membrane that tears in defloration orewhmenstruation
comes on too quickly, and that this same membiayneersisting and
becoming thicker, causes the malady known as “ifopeion,” is an

error*°
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The earliest recorded mention of the actual tergmén’ was in the 16th
century: the then-famous physician Michael Savdaangote: “the cervix is covered
by a subtle membrane called thgmen which is broken at the time of deflowering,
so that the blood flows:®! Before this mention, Albert the Great had writtéthere
exist, in the cervix and at the entrance of the Wwahvirgins, membranes made of a
tissue of veins and extremely loose ligaments whig) once seen, the proven signs
of virginity.” %2

Perceptions of the hymen have changed little frioen1i800s well into the 21st
century. An article inTheLancetfrom 1865 explains, “Amrdinary hymen, ordinary
in position, form, and structure, that would of eesity break down under any
ordinary attempt at sexual intercoutsea consenting woman with a healthy man
is substantial proof of virginity” [emphasis in theginal]**®

One common notion is that the hymen can “ruptui@lyeon in a girl’s life
because of sports or tampon use. Recent studies BhAewn this common
understanding has no basis in reality. The largasiy looking at the hymens of
women who had not been sexually abused involved @8@menarchal women. It
was discovered that horseback riding, gymnast®s afi tampons and vigorous sports
had no significant impact on the genital anatomgluding the hymen®* Still, the
myth that these activities can impact or “ruptuee’girl’'s hymen has persisted in
many societies around the world.

It is often assumed that girl'sor woman’s virgindgn be ascertained through
a physical examination of the hymen, with a “ruptlir hymen indicating a non-
virgin. Medical studies contract this common miszgption. Many medical studies
on the hymen were performed in order to obtaindaidirs of sexual abuse during the
1970s and 1980s. Doctors wanted a sure-fire wassess whether a girl or woman

had faced sexual trauma and many felt the hymerowasrea of the body where this
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trauma could be seen on girls. Unfortunately, dectncountered many problems.
One issue is that there is no way to create a atdimbd hymenal opening
measurement because it has also been noted tredogment, age, the position of the
child being measured as well as the degree of agtax can have a large impact on
the measurement® There is no “standard” shape or form of the hyntar; hymen
has been described as septate, cesentric, detdicalanular, eccentric, subseptus,
microperforated, sculptatus, vertical and infuditouin.'®® The hymen’s color,
resiliency and thickness vary by individda.

One large difference was found between the hyméngrepubescent and
postpubescent girls: Curtis and San Lazaro notevihide vaginal penetration can
cause tearing of the hymenal tissue in prepubesgelst in adolescent girls “so
called rupture and bleeding of thgmen is not to be routinely expected after first
sexualntercourse.**® It is postulated that the membrane becomes muck ffexible
as girls develop due to the influence of hormoréstrogen cream was used
successfully to keep the hymenal opening from olpshut for dozens of women
with imperforated hymen$s? In a review of hymen studies, Nazer and Palusaited
the differences of the individual hymens and theettgpment of the hymen in girls:

It is important to keep in mind the normal anatoraariations of
female genitalia are affected by the developmestege and age and
even vary among girls of the same developmentgestand age. In
infants, the hymen is circumferential and redundto@ preschool girl
has a hymen that is thin with rudimentary labia onén and the child
in early puberty has a thickened hymen with devielppabia minora.
To summarize, the female genitalia in normal cleildmay appear
differently 2%

Christianson and Eriksson, two midwives in Swederte that children and

young people are falsely taught that the hymenesatise vaginal opening to be tight

195 Heger and Emans 1990, 222

19 Raveenthiran 2009, 225

197 Blank 2007, 39

198 Curtis and San Lazarao 1990, 605
199 Acar et al. 2007, 1377

2092008, 10

51



and that the hymen ruptures upon a girl's first gietion, leading to vaginal
bleeding®* They assert that in their careers they have neeen an “intact’
hymen?®? Their statement is backed up by the medical liteea

From the late 1970s, a number of studies have dstnaded that it is
impossible to ascertain whether a woman has expmstkpenetration of the vagina
(including penile-vaginal penetrative sé%.In short, there is no such thing as a
“ruptured” or “intact” hymen. These studies have been questioned in the medical
literature.

Despite new information about the hymen, it wals @ntroversial in Sweden
in 2001 to claim that there was not membrane cogeifie vagind®* A sensational
incest trial indicates that erroneous medical im@ation about the hymen was being
used to incarcerate people as well as exonerate ithé&weden. In 1999, the verdict
of a man accused of repeatedly raping his 13-ykbdaughter was overturned after a
medical examination revealed the girl had an inkgthen despite an earlier medical
examination, which helped strengthen accusatiohewimg that her hymen was
“gone.” It is not known whether this kind of evidencetidl eing used in Swedish
courtrooms today.

It has also been noted that descriptions of theemymm Swedish biology
books today have much in common with descriptiohyé&ars ago—with claims that
it will rupture during first intercourse and leaal ltileeding and pain and the idea that
sports and other activities can cause the hymenpture?*® Even Nyamko Sabuni,
Sweden’s current Minister for Integration and Geniguality is misinformed about

the hymen. In 2006 she wrote, “the hymen can repfuom other reasons than
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intercourse: by bicycling, horse riding or the a§¢éampons.?°’ It was in this climate

of ignorance that the wordidkranswas introduced.

4.2 VIRGINITY IN THE SWEDISH CONTEXT: THE DOMAIN OF THE OTHER
In Swedish, the normal expression for the lossigfinity is forlora, or lose,

which has many of the same associations as in tigsh expression, “losing one’s
virginity.” In many parts of Swedish society, norenstrual blood is commonly seen
as a marker of virginity for females, meaning thagjirl or woman is expected to
bleed from her vagina upon first vaginal intercef& Blood and pain during first
vaginal penetration are, from a medical standpaimgommon. Elmerstig et al.
believed they would find young Swedish women ex@ering pain during the first
experience of “sexual intercourse” due to the isttdy of the hymen at younger
ages in their study of 300 women who visited theiticClinic. Their actual findings
did not find any correlation between pain and affirst “sexual intercourse®”®

From a medical standpoint, it cannot be said tadom@mon for a woman to
bleed upon first vaginal penetration. One studynfrtd78 claims more than 40% of
women who participated in the study of 100 womehribt experience any bleeding
after their first penile-vaginal penetratioil.In a non-academic poll performed by an
obstetrician, it was found that most women did bleed during first intercoursg’
According to Raveenthiran, bleeding during peneteatex may be due to lacerations
along the vaginal wall during penile penetratiod ant due to any hymenal injufy?

Virginity has long been viewed by sexuality resbars in Sweden as the
domain of “immigrants,” cast as the Other. Forghastes early Swedish research on
adolescent sexuality did not address the issue igfinity. Helmius’ doctoral

dissertation in 1990 stated that in Sweden, vitginwas not attached any real
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importance but in other cultures it was given v&fidn that sense, virginity was
portrayed by researchers as something that belontee Other, and not something
that concerns Swedes. More recently, sexualityarebehas become more nuanced
and explored young people’s concerns about vingiaitd its importance in Swedish
society, for “immigrants” and “Swedes” alik¥ Still, representations and
understanding of immigrants in Swedish society haween simplified and
stereotyped. In order to understand how the Othexaiality has sparked a debate
about sexuality in Sweden, we will outline the attan of immigrants in Sweden and
the debate around “honor cultures” and hymen sigger

Around 14% of the Swedish population has a “forddgekground,” meaning
people who were born outside of Sweden or bornrnaden to parents who both were
born outside of Swedél® The majority of people with a “foreign backgrounatére
born outside of Swedem® As of 2004, the largest group of immigrants by dame
from Finland, followed by (the former) Yugoslaviaag, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Iran,
Poland, Norway, Denmark, Germany and Turk€yWhile immigrants have an
extensive variety of backgrounds, the media’s prieg®n (or image) of immigrants
is narrow-minded and generalized.

The concept of “immigrant” has changed over timeSiwederf'® Within
media discourses today, the category “immigrantiasbased on citizenship; in fact,
according to De los Reyes, some people born in 8wede seen as outsidét.
Despite the diversity of the immigrant community Swweden, according to Molina
and De los Reyesnmigrants have been constructed by the Swedishariedbe a

homogenous grouff® In regard to media’s representations of Swedistdests,
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there are two-overarching groups: “Swede” and “igmawnt.” The category
“immigrant” is equated with non-Swedishné&sThe norm category, “Swedish,” is
not marked in the Swedish medfa.The attributes of these categories, including
narratives about immigrants, will be examined ia tlext section.

Brune’'s 1997 media study examined typographies maadatives about
immigrants in the Swedish media, which are stilevant today, as this section
demonstrates. Her findings show newspapers in Sweadere able to make
generalizations about immigrants by creating atéohset of roles for immigrants and
writing a large number of articles with the samedkof themes about immigrants;
this led to a reduced picture of immigrafitd. These particular images of immigrants,
repeated over time, form a distorted image of imamgs and cannot be said to
accurately represent immigrafits. In fact, these typographies, or “character
galleries” of, for example, an “immigrant man” oinfmigrant girl” are placed in
opposition to societal nornté> Culture is often attributed to the domain of thied
in the Swedish mass media. The idea of cultucdtéen framed by the Swedish media
as something essential and unchanging; participardsso-called experts strengthen
this view??® Instead of pointing out particular countries opwps of people, the
media often speaks about “patriarchal cultures” hwitvirginity norms” and
“collectivist cultures.”

Because the Other becomes -culturalized, cultureoften used as an
explanation of violence toward women committed bp4swedish men; if a Swedish
man commits the same crime then the explanatiorussally found in the
individual?*” Brune notes Muslim men were reduced in the Swedigitia to

automatons ruled by their culture and religionggard to violence against women; in
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this sense Islam was connected to “honor relatedies in the media; she explains
that “[w]lhen control and oppression and violencaiagt women are explained by
Islam and traditional culture it's more or less @ that oppression and violence in
similar forms aren’t present in Swedish, modern ili@s”??® Through the use of
media character galleries, immigrants become amssatiwith oppression, tradition
and patriarchy while “Swedish people” are assodiatgh freedom, modernity and
gender equality. An immigrant is often chosen fareésent the Other, which stands in
opposition to a “Swedish” person chosen to symidiiss.?°

Brune identifies a model narrative regarding immarmgrwomen, that of “the
heroine’s struggle for freedom and individuality mmet with violence and
repression®° The narrative starts with women being victims lufit own (mono)
culture and traditions, then starting to break fiad by finding opportunities to grow
in Swedish society, making it their goal to becdgwveedish and finally facing attack
from foreign men for pursuing their dreafis.For non-Swedish girls and women,
Sweden’s national character is presented as adfitiopia?*? One can assume that
within this narrative, non-Swedish men, often therome’s family, are the
oppressors. Bredstrom notes culturalized descriptiof immigrants in the media
rarely meet with open resistanfce.Despite the fact that immigrants from Irag, Iran
and Turkey are outnumbered by those from Finfdfhdhe view of the category
“immigrant” has been reduced to an exotified, oppeel “immigrant female” and an
oppressive, violent “immigrant man.”

These representations have come to be seen asbiruthany in Sweden.

Anthropologist Fanny Ambjornsson, who studied cargions of femininity at a
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Swedish high school, found her participants vieWwsuhigrant” girls as oppressed in
opposition to “Swedish girls,” who are seen as mogdéree and independefit
“Immigrant” boys were stereotyped as oppressokgarhen, as well as macho, sexual
and desiring of Swedish gifé® Swedish sociologist Nils Hammarén’s study of
masculinity in a Gothenburg suburb outlines a naedngepiction of males who are
viewed as immigrants. The “immigrant” boys he spuok#h were conscious that they
were considered a problem and this consciousnesstittted a large part of the
construction of their identity:

Some boys say that racialized representations bea@rurden and
can obstruct their contacts with girls. Others tatlout how they are
not seen as “real immigrants” or “Muslims,” buttesd as “Swedish,”
and are therefore constructed as exceptions, wieahforces the
general representation of “immigrants” as differeantd strange.
Experiences of being the “other” leads to varyiegations, one is to
join critics of “immigrants” and stage a gendercigrse, another is to
load “the immigrant” position with respectability@ high status and
criticize an excluding “Swedishness.” Talking abtBivedishness” as
“pbad” constitutes a position from which “immigrapbung men” can
see themselves as “good” and respectdfle.

FadimeSahindal's death at the hands of her father in e209Z% was a key
event in the Swedish and international media det@abteerning immigrants, culture,
“honor” and “honor killings.” Many argued that suglolence was rooted in culture,
while others argued that focusing so much attersiothe issue normalized violence
against women in Swedish society.

A discussion regarding intersections of immigraartd sexuality came to head
in the summer of 2008 when the newspap¥D revealed in their article “County
Councils Perform ‘Virginity Operations™ that stateoney was being used to fund

hymen surgeries for “young women with roots in does and cultures in which
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honor culture is widespread® The information was cobbled from a preliminary
draft of a survey of honor-related violence. Thichr detailed how public health care
costs for hymen surgeries were 260 SEK comparetiOf600 to 25,000 SEK for
private clinics?*°

Three camps quickly emerged in the debate that tava®llow on hymen
surgeries: those in favor of hymen surgeries ireotd save girls and women from
potential harm, those opposed to the surgeriehemasis of them supporting honor
culture and those opposed to the surgeries bedhagevere ineffective. There was
some overlap between the last two camps. The diseswaround this issue often
drew upon a new source previously not found inalisses on honor culture: science.
In the form of medical knowledge about the hymenyas possible to argue that
because penetration of the vagina is not visiblettmnvagina, it is impossible to
ascertain whether a girl is a virgin or not, thiee tsurgeries are completely
unnecessary. Instead, education was needed t@ttriemisunderstanding.

Hymen “reconstructive” surgery appears to be justebitrary narrowing of
the vaging** If the hymen reconstructive surgery uses parhefiaginal walls then
it is possible that the scars may lead to painfigival intercourse as well as problems
with child delivery later in lif€*? These issues are not addressed in the previously
mentioned three articles that detail how hymenmstiactive surgery is performed.
The presence of blood is required for most, if albthymen surgeries in order to be
successful. Of the very few scientific articlesail@tg the procedure (which notes
that many women do not bleed upon their first patiee sexual intercourse), one
recommends inserting gelatin capsules with bloke-§ubstances; a follow-up with

patients does not record the presence or absertdeanf on the wedding nigHt'®
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It is not known how many hymen “reconstructivetgeries are performed in
Sweden because public facilities do not registas i separate procedure and private
facilities are not required to register the surgety all>** There is also no
documentation of follow-up to hymen surgeries inefen despite their existence for
some tim&*® Birgitta Essén, who works at the Women’s Clinic Malmo, told
Sweden’s Radio that instead of suggesting surgara fwvoman who is afraid of not
bleeding on her wedding night she tries to findeotkolutions, which can include
discussing the issue with the soon-to-be husbdigphirag her period to coincide with
the wedding night by using birth control pills ordering blood capsules on the
internet?*® Sweden is one of the few countries that has adgainst female genital
mutilation although whether hymen surgery could dmmsidered female genital

mutilation is, of course, up to debafé.

4.3 CHANGE TO SLIDKRANS
The Swedish word for hymemédomshinnacomes from the 1700s and is

composed of two partsnédomand hinna Médom which is not used in modern
Swedish, literally means a female virgMddomis associated with the wonag,
which is an old-fashioned term for an unmarried \wof® Hinna is a term for a thin
covering, layer or membrai& This descriptive term for the hymen, not matched i
English, is not backed by any scientific evidenes, the previous section has
discussed.

It was still controversial in Sweden in 2001 toiighere was not a membrane
covering the vagin&® According to one recent survey, most high schaalents still
d.251

believe most women will bleed when first being pexte One gynecologist

244 Janke 2007

245 Essén 2006

248 Janke 2007

247 Christianson and Eriksson 1994, 322
248 Malmstrom et al. 2007, 383

29ihid, 225

20 Janke 2007

Slibid

59



noted that by keeping the wordédomshinnathe idea that there is something that
ruptures when a woman first has sex is kept as3#dli was in this environment that
the change tslidkranswas made.

The wordslidkransand information spread by RFSU has appeared oargment
websites such as Vardguiden.se, run by Stockholotal government and ne.se
(Sweden’s National Encyclopedia). Even the web$ite Youth Clinics around
Sweden, umo.se, states “the myth about the hymehéan around a long time but

now it's time to dispel it®*°

CHAPTER 5. ANALYSIS
In this chapter we will analyze the informationtlgaed through our

interviews. To begin the analysis, we each readinttexview transcripts separately
and identified certain prominent themes in the essations. We then discussed the
themes that we each found dominant and agreed apframework to base our
analysis. The themes we found to be most relevanbur examination of the
construction of sexuality in Sweden through theodtiction ofslidkranswere: power

of language, education, the Other and silencethdime was discussed independently
of the other themes by the participants. Rathat eae was presented as intersecting
and coloring the participant’s position and undaiding of the four identified
dominant themes that construct their broader e&pee ofslidkrans In the following
four sections we will look at how each of our papgants explained their experiences
with slidkransin terms of these four themes. The analysis wéllitformed by the

theoretical tools prestige and purity that we haestablished throughout the thesis.

5.1 THE POWER OF A WORD
All of our interviews included a discussion sifdkransas a new word in the

Swedish language. The various positions of ouri@gants in relation to the word

and its introduction offered enlightening insiginta the power of language. The
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importance of language, terminology and the powat the new wordglidkransis
imbued with emerged as primary themes in all of ititterviews. Language as the
primary tool through which we interpret and comnuatée actions and representations
profoundly shapes the way one understands sexd@alitysing this definition we look
at how the participants understand the power ofjlage in (de)constructing the

discourses of virginity and sexuality in Sweden.

5.1.1POWERTHROUGHLANGUAGE
As explained in previous chapters, RFSU has a ryisto Sweden of

introducing new words and adjusting the Swedishuakxand anatomical lexicon.
With the introduction ofslidkrans Maria explained RFSU “wanted to...change
attitudes and behaviors and we could see that there a lot of questions both from
women and young women as well as from young methisn(virginity) issue.®*® In
our interviews, discussions about the introductébthe new wordslidkransbrought
up three major themes. These themes were authdhiéy,word slidkrans as an
addition to the Swedish vocabulary and acceptahoe.authority theme was used to
explain the introduction of the word, its sciemtifpasis and accuracy. The word
slidkrans was discussed in terms of the sound of the womd it origins and
translations. Acceptance, and lack thereof was useaxplain the change of

vocabulary and its effect on ideas of virginity askuality in Sweden.

5.1.2AUTHORITY
Working from the idea that language is how we e&press and understand

concepts, such as sexuality, it makes sense thatatabulary available at a specific
moment in time creates the boundaries for whaeéh o be possible and normi&l.
With the introduction o&lidkrans these boundaries have been called into question i

Sweden. The comments related to the notion of aityhcan be divided into two

24 cameron and Kulick 2003, 12
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groups: the RFSU officials and the sexual educatbhee RFSU staff discussed
authority from their understanding of why the orgation coined the wordlidkrans
and the sexual educators referenced authorityrmstef their experience teaching
about the word and their personal reflections oatvitne new word meant to them.

Primarily the RFSU staff conversations explainedSR'’s involvement in
introducing slidkrans by referring to the numerous questions the orgdioia
received about virginity from both citizens and llte@are professionals throughout
the years. Maria succinctly explained, “we [RF$Jd} a lot of questions...there is a
lot of misconceptions and...we realized that insteadust discussing [hymen]
reconstruction...it’s better to view the conceptlo tisconception of the hymen and
bring that up.?*” Thus, based on the organization’s history thatdstablished it as a
trustworthy source of information about sexual aegroductive health, RFSU was
asked by the populace to address the myth of Wygifithe organization’s authority
was built during decades of work in Sweden; itsvignes addition to the Swedish
language, snippa was referenced during the interviews and was usedthe
motivation behindslidkrans media campaign. The RFSU press officer explained
during the interview that “Introducing that wordnjppg went extremely well and
that is now used as the common word in Sweden émauight we could try to do the
same thing again’®® Even before the word had been officially introdijc&FSU
relied upon its authority within Sweden to ensure acceptance alidkransinto the
Swedish lexicon.

The sexual educators presented authority in ardifitevay explaining it from
the point of intersection of the new word’s powad dhe authenticity of the research
that makes up thelidkrans booklet with their own authority as RFSU sexual

educators. Alan Ali invoked these two ideas of atith in the following quotes.

257 Andersson, Maria. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel @vopigital audio recording. Stockholm, March
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“...when | use it [theslidkransbooklet] | can feel confident that it's not justnseone
just claiming that it is this way, that there’seasch behind these facts and it makes
my job easier...*°

“...sometimes girls say, “How do you know aboutt®ialhen I bring up that 'm a
sexual educator with RFSU3%

These intersecting confidences—one in RFSU and tesearch; the other in himself
as a representative of RFSU—were invoked to sugpsrvork with youth. By using
his association with RFSU, Alan is reifying the angzation’s authority in the field of
sexual and reproductive health. Facts and scientifisearch are presented as
liberating tools that free the discourse of virgmirom its ties to the hymen, which
motivates feelings of confidence and authority tlee sexual educators when they
meet with students. Armed with a booklet producgdabsexual and reproductive
health authority, the sexual educators ianbued with the authority of RFSU and
science.

During the interviews, many sexual educators atsnroented on the power
of the wordslidkrans and indicated their confidence in RFSU’'s new wdihen
reflecting on her own experience learning alsligkrans Elsa said,“l was [excited]
because it's so strange to have a word that says th a membrane, but then actually
it is not [a membrane] because the word itself rmakesound like there is just a
[makes a circular motion indicating a top/membrai€] Elsa’s excitement in the
new word was echoed by Kalle: “I didn’t really kndvefore [aboutslidkrang, |
wasn’t knowledgeable, | had trouble understandireg there was a membrane that

would rupture or some such but | knew it wasn't jAsor B before, so the RFSU

259 Ali, Alan. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel Cooper aryshdsay Nylander. Digital audio recording.
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training was a bit of an awakening for me as w&ft.The sexual educators’ faith in
the truth of RFSU’s booklet and the new word intBsahow their own views shifted
from the purity that was part of the myth of vingynand the hymen toward what they
view as a more accurate and factually-based idea@gihity and anatomy. The self-
reflection element within the interviews providediifferent and interesting look at
the reactions of sex educatorsstinkrans

The sexual educators’ reflections did not only foon their own experiences,
but also out on the societal reactions to the newdwglidkransand its power to
change views of virginity. In our discussion, Jenoied,

Of course since the word was introduced it's belaicgd more on the

agenda. I've been thinking that it's been weirdai®& about it as a myth,

and say we've [RFSU] come up with a new name, &b sense it's been

contradictory, because when you bring it up, itsderist, even if it's a

little mucous ring/wreath, but still, the myth dfet hymen does exist in

reality, but that's my personal opinion, not RFSEF'S
Here Jenni questions the power of RFSU and the wsbdkransto challenge the
myth of the hymen and virginity within Sweden. Baflecting upon what is real—the
myth of the hymen or the research based anatomimal that RFSU is presenting—
Jenni implicitly draws upon concepts of purity apcestige that are intrinsically
linked to both cultural constructions of virginityn Jenni’'s understanding, the
discussion o§lidkransas a correction to the myth is a reifying act #edps the myth
alive and part of the discourse.

Karin also expounded on the introductionsbfikransand noted, “...the most

important things is that it is up for discussiqgust to talk abouslidkrans. | think we

have to get used to it because in five years tiwdrdde no hymen, there will only be

262 |nterview with a sex educator (alias: Kalle). 20l@erviewed by Lyndsay Nylander. Digital audio
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slidkrans”?®* As the concluding statement to her interview, Katiearly indicated
not only her confidence in the wostldkransbut also the shift that is taking place in
the discourse of virginity and sexuality in Swed&fme confidently expressed the
opinion that within a mere five years’ time, thesmomermddomshinnawill be
replaced by the more accuraiakrans Throughout our discussion and culminating
in this statement, Karin described the libratoryvpo of this linguistic change when
compared with the former idea of the ruptured hynmi€arin’s position was quite
contrary to Jenni’'s view of the introduction afidkrans but both share the
understanding of purity and prestige that are festof the virginity discourse.

In all of our interviews, the participants commehte the authority of RFSU
that prompted and facilitated the organization'saduction ofslidkrans and the
power thasslidkranshas to challenge and correct the myth of hymendisaburse of
virginity. Each of the quotes demonstrates the @itghwithin Sweden that RFSU has
when it comes to sexual and reproductive healtistgpres. The research and facts that
constitute theslidkransbooklet are used as testaments of truth by theas@ducators
to support their discussion about virginity asidlkranswith the students. We do not
doubt the research behind tiakransbooklet, but we would be remiss if we did not
guestion the notion of scientific fact and absoluih. In this case the truth, just like
sexuality and virginity, is relative and contextyatonstructed. According to our
participants, RFSU is correcting the idea thathiiymen exists and can be taken as an
(anatomical) symbol of virginity, ideas that wemesbd on purity concepts and shaped
by gendered notions of prestige. The authority 86K within Sweden, from the
perspective of our participants, creates and sepphe power to the womdidkrans
to change the discourse of virginity. Part of theharity discussion is the word

slidkrans which we will now consider.

%4 |nterview with a sex educator (alias: Karin). 20lerviewed by Rachel Cooper and Lyndsay
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5.1.3THE LANGUAGE OFSLIDKRANS
The introduction of the wordlidkrans by RFSU is an attempt to address

guestions within Sweden regarding virginity. As Magxplained, “We didn’t think of

it as a campaign when we started, but probablyayeuight. It has turned out to be a
campaign.®® This campaign has been met with a wide varietyeaftions to the
word and the concept. The word itself inspired aiefg of responses from our
participants. When asked what her initial reactiorthe wordslidkranswas, Karin
replied, “I think it is a very ugly word. Very [...To me it seems very clinical and it's
a bit...bit...awkward word. It's a bit dull.slidkrans..] don't know.” Karin’s
aversion to the word was in stark contrast to Elexcitement. When asked how she
found out about the word and her reaction, Elsdaéxgd,

| found out about the word when we started to, whenhad the
education [for becoming an RFSU sex educator]. Bkiew before
that, my mom she was working as a nurse in sclsmwlwhen she
talked to me about sex when | was young, she alwagiame there is
nothing like a [gestures with her hand in a circlahd she was talking
very firmly about this kind okrans so | knew before but | never heard
this word [...] so | was really hapgy®

Through this quote it seems Elsa implicitly chatjes the prestige discourses that she
is aware situate virginity and purity as anatomiéaatures through the word
mddomshinna

Elsa was not alone in her relief to finally havevard that described what she
had learned to be true. Kalle, Linda and Christihanentioned their own, and other
people’s excitement over the new word in our cosagons. The wordlidkrans
helped to explain what many people already belieteede true, or to clear up
guestions they had, thus they were excited andatad in their beliefs. However, not

everyone is excited or liberated by the new woam& are quite confused by the new

%5 Andersson, Maria. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel @oopigital audio recording. Stockholm, March
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term. In our conversation, Alan brought up a puesiinterpretation to confusion that

has surrounded the new word.

...It's been like a very big issue for Sweden | ddmibw if issue is the
right word, in the radio, [...]Jbecause you know yavé slidkrans, but
if you want to have a cake likevatekranslike a...[Lynn explains that
this is a typical woven-looking cake in Skane] Sts icalled a
vetekrans so the guys are calling [into the radio programdl saying
“Hey so what should | do, should | can go to thkdng and say hey,
Bosse, how you doing today? I'll havevatekrans kanelkrans and
yeah aslidkransas well. Haha this is stupid.” And RFSU got adbt
stupid comments you know but any publicity in tlicase was good
publicity and | got a lot of questions from paparsl | actually did a
funny thing about this. So they asked me, “So vadwayou think of it
when people make fun of it?” and | say it's good. \&#hen this guy
goes to bakery and he tells Bosse, “I want to hegédkrans and
Bosse says, “We don’t havesbdkrans What is aslidkran®” and then
you have to explain what it is, and people at thleeby will know what
aslidkransis and it's actually a gain for us, and it's adiyithe way it
has beer®’

As Alan explained, the callers’ confusion and jatmut the meaning dflidkrans
based on its similarity to a typical baked good hatped to spreadlidkrans and
spark a discussion on the concept of virginity ardht was formally known as the
hymen. Here, Alan views each new person who hdastalidkransas a success in
challenging the previous construction of virginifyhis success though, in part, must
be judged based on the acceptance of the wordhet8wedish common vocabulary,

which we will move on to consider in the followisgb-section.

5.1.4ACCEPTANCE
Demystifying the myth of virginity and the hymerrabigh the development

and introduction of a new word, according to ourtipgpants, has been met with
some surprise and disbelief. The former worddomshinndnas, based on literature
and our interviews, contributed to the notion taadtomically there is a membrane

which covers the entrance to the vagina. As Lindplagned: “Some of them

%7 Ali, Alan. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel Cooper aryshdsay Nylander. Digital audio recording.
Malma, April 9.
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[teachers] try to show for the students, in differays about how themddomshinna

is not logical at all...They make it very concretg them, but there is still this

word."?58

Throughout our interviews, every sexual educatoscussed different
scenarios during which the students expressed Idila¢ the wordslidkrans The
following quotes are from three different sexualeators, Kalle, Elsa and Jenni who
explain their experiences introducisigdkransto different groups of students.

“They [the students] didn’t believe it, | think. ®e of them, someone raised their
hand and said, “You say one thing but I've beemh&gsomething different, why do
you think you’re right?” which is a good questi@amd it was a hard question because
we couldn’t explain patriarchal structures, oppi@ssand such but we’re not going
to criticize their way of seeing things, that's mahat we’re doing, but we said that
research shows that there’s no membrane, except few cases, but we didn’t
mention that.?*°

“When we say it's impossible to check [if a persem virgin] the response is ‘that’s
not true’ and even if we try to explain and whental& about it dot and in the end |
still think they go home and say ‘Maybe it is likes, maybe it isn’t’ so | mean, who
would dare to take the chancé?”

“There’s actually many that don’t believe me...THsfudents] say they know from
their own experience that they have to rupturéhdt it's something that’'s dramatic.
There are some girls that say, ‘but it can hurt tedefore there must be a hymen...’
and | explain that, ‘yes, | understand that it canse pain but not because there’s a
membrane that you have to rupture,’ and | explain it depends on other things’®
The first quote, from the conversation with Kalleferences his experiences
with a group of refugee childreerfsamkommande flyktingbarrgnging from 14 to
20 years of age and Elsa and Jenni’s are baseldegrtitme in different high school

classrooms in Malmd. In Kalle and Elsa’s quoteshlsexual educators acknowledge
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that their confidence in the accuracystidkransis undermined by their perceived
identities as Swedish (“Swedish-ness” will be dssmd further in a later section).
Jenni and Elsa both comment on changing the urashelisiy of sexuality for students
who are in part basing their status, their prestigéin their peer group on sexual
experience or lack thereof. The role of purity gmdstige further complicates the
sexual educator’s job in shifting the students’ enstanding of virginity and
slidkrans

Another side of acceptance is the sexual educagesader identity. Our
conversation with Alan included a good example @ivhhis gender identity was the
basis of questioning and doubt.

There are some kids that have their sexual educdtio a school
teacher by like a biology teacher or a school narsso on and they
unfortunately have explained about the hymen thgitisasupposed to
be, not the correct way, sometimes they trust thends more than my
words, especially because I'm a guy. ‘What do yowvk about the
female genitals? You don’t have it." Especially stimes girls, like

‘How do you know about that?” Then | bring up tHah a sexual

educator with RFSJ’?

For the students Aldn was working with, the isstiust was paramount. As students
they had been told by other teachers or nurses, whe they met with frequently and
had already established a relationship with, thate was a hymen and that it could
break. As a perceived outsider to the group, Alaters and contradicts what their
teacher or nurse has taught them. Alan’s idensty &guy” further undermines his
position, and the students’ acceptancsliokrans but is presumably redeemed by his
association with RFSU. The acceptanceslafkransfor these students was directly
tied to trust built through Alan’s association wiRirSU.

Linda’s experiences dealt more directly with thefcontation between
modomshinnandslidkransin our discussion. She explained,

272 pli, Alan. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel Cooper aryshdsay Nylander. Digital audio recording.
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...like 80-90% abouslidkranswhen | talked about that were just like,
‘yeah of course’ and some of them were like thi&ut' how do you
know this is true?’ Because I've been told andJehaeen and | have
read the science. In one of those cases we agnegdok you don't
think it is true but you can see the problems spgp&boutslidkrans
andmodomshinnand that you losgour virginity like you ‘whoops!’

[rr;g?[(es a motion of throwing something over her &ten]...dropped
it.

Here Linda explicitly challenges the students atiteloeducators to reconsider what
virginity means from the anatomical representatitmghe cultural based prestige
discourses that define a person’s social statusieider, not all of the educators were
as direct as Linda with the students in pointingtbe complications aihddomshinna
as both a word and a concept. Instead, other seediatators saw their job as
“planting the seed* so students could realize the difference in mepomtheir own
accord.

The disbelief that all of the sexual educatorseha@xperienced when
introducing slidkrans was attributed to many different circumstances. Bsa
explained, “...it is always very complicated to charepmeone’s mind, even if they
can feel their own body and see how it is, it'l Btitheir imagination and that stuff is
the hardest part...it's not like you can brainwasénth.l feel that sometimes my
work is just to plant the seed’® The position that sexual educators are not there t
change minds but simply present a different apgraseems at first glance to be
somewhat contradictory to the authority that alltlké sexual educators place on
RFSU. However, this contradiction is a tool forFand facilitates their push for
an internal and personal decision on what virginigans; which will be discussed in

the following section.
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So far there has not been a study that measureactteptance oflidkrans
into the Swedish lexicon. Howeveljdkranswas included on last year's (2009) list
of new important words bgprakradetthe Swedish Language Council, which “was a
huge success and step number one” according ta®®l@nly time will tell if
slidkransas a concept and a word will enter the everydaguage and th8venska
Akademiens Ordlista(Swedish Academy’'s word list), but the wosdidkrans
continues to be spread through the media and hyaseducators. As Cameron and
Kulick explain, “Language...is not just a medium f@x and health education but
something that must be discussed explicitly as qfattie process”’ The power of
the word, the authority of RFSU introducing it aitelacceptance are all profoundly
influenced by the role of who is speaking abslidkrans Sexual educators, doctors
and teachers all play a role in shifting the disseuon virginity and the hymen in
Sweden. The following section will consider hoslidkrans is being used in

educational ways.

5.2 EDUCATION
Since the introduction dflidkransin 2008, concepts around virginity and the

hymen were given more emphasis in regard to theasiong of information. This
section will look at how the introduction sfidkranshas affected sex educators, how
the booklet is constructed, how young people dextdd by concepts of prestige and
how education has been used to spread RFSU’s nestraotion of sexuality in

Sweden.

5.2.1EDUCATIONBEFORE THEINTRODUCTION OFSLIDKRANS
All of our participants felt that the introductiaf the wordslidkranswas a

much-needed addition to the language and an imgotdal when educating people
about sexuality. Many of our participants brouglt feelings of frustration to

describe discussions around the hymen while udirgatordmédomshinnabefore

276 castelius, Olle. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel Coopgital audio recording. Stockholm, March
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the new word was introduced. The RFSU Internati®magram Director and midwife
noted, “different people within RFSU have been hrddsmall lectures on anatomical
issues for a number of years actually anddomshinnas not really a very good
word. So people have used other words trying terides what this is and to replace
moédomshinnavith something else?*®

One of our participants brought up the lack of klemlge around the hymen in
Swedish society and the need for further educaiaiie reflected on his own sexual
education in school when he stated, “Well, | redhink this should be written in
biology books; it wasn't in my book as far as | Ember.?’® Kalle went on to say, I
talked to people, friends, at parties and things, anost of them have no knowledge
about it at all. There’'s some that say, ‘Oh, ofreetbecause they want to appear like
they know a lot about sex®

Many of the participants we spoke to said shekransbooklet provided new
information that they use when educating otherfie@t said they knew about the
hymen’s elasticity before but could not rememberekgh they received the
information. To become a RFSU sexual educator, st go through several
evenings of training and two full-day training dess. The sessions include a
discussion about the hymen and how to discussmitygivith students. RFSU sexual
educators are also provided with RFSU informatiobalboklets, including the
slidkransbooklet.

The introduction ofslidkanshas also led RFSU to create more discussions
around virginity and sexuality. Still, participant®ted people have always had
guestions and concerns about virginity. Jenni, Wwas worked a sexual educator for

many years stated, “Since the waiitlkranswas introduced I've actually talked even

2’8 Rogala, Christina. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel @woDigital audio recording. Stockholm, March
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more about virginity and the hymen because the tkidmselves have thoughts about

it. Of course since the word was introduced it'sfbplaced more on the agend.”

5.2.2THE SLIDKRANS BOOKLET
The slidkrans booklet has been the basis of many sexual edw&tator

knowledge of the hymen. The booklet is 20 pageg bond very small (about 12cm x
12cm), which matches with RFSU’s other bookletsuapfmr example, clitoris sex or
anal sex. The cover of the booklet is decorateth wetl and pink chrysanthemums.
This cover fits with the organic theme, for examplee anal sex booklet has an
orange on the cover. The flowers are in soft faug hint at female genitals. Inside,
the booklet is replete with color drawings of difat hymens.

The booklet is set up in a question and answer darfiach question and
answer takes up no more than two pages of texhmmetpages of the booklet,
including drawings. The questions include “Whatsitee vaginal corona look like?,”
“Does it hurt the *first time,”” “Do you bleed thigrst time?,” “Can the vaginal corona
break when you ride a bike or horse?,” “What is mdsy ‘breaking the hymen?,”
“Does penis length make a difference?,” “Virgintywhat does it mean?,” “Is it
possible to see or feel whether a woman has ha?’s&an the corona be stitched
up?,” “What happens if the procedure is still parfed?,” and “Can you tell from a
woman'’s corona if she has suffered sexual assatft?”

These questions were selected because RFSU vigwged &s the most
relevant. RFSU’s Press Officer stated, “we weredntact with mostly women but
also men, we realized that knowledge about femalsitgl parts was not always
accurate and a lot of people still believed thatéhwas a hymen - a lid that had to be
broken.”® The RFSU International Program Director and miewibted from her

countless years of experience with sexuality isdines people have always had
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concerns about virginity and the hymen: “But foyang man or a young woman,
uh, first time intercourse there are questionsi WHurt? Will it bleed? Will | be able
to penetrate the...? And all these...and | think thasé can, can...... fact that haven't
gotten the real facts can worry people and causisigms that are unnecessafy"”

The booklet as a whole is not aimed at a particddgmographic; instead, the
booklet attempts to appeal to the whole of sociB®ySU’s International Program
Director and midwife spoke about the significandeaddressing men as well as
women when she stated, “in our telephone councihaxe gotten these phone calls
from men: ‘How can | know?’ ‘She said...but | didféel anything...it was so easy
the first time.’ So yeah, | think it's really impant for young men?®

The booklet also speaks to younger people, oldeplpepeople with different
ethnicities and people with different class backgis. Many of the topics addressed
are not specific to any group aside from the disicusof hymen surgery; this will be
discussed in a later section of the analysis. TR8UWRInternational Program Director
and midwife, who was instrumental in creating tbhelet’s text, had a story about an
older man that was powerfully affected by the betkl publication: “I had a very
interesting phone call. It was from a man who wasis 70s, he said...and he said,
he congratulated RFSU for this little book and kel g¢hat it would have been good
for him if he had knew this when he was newly netriBecause he doubted that his
wife, that it was the first time for his wife... aidat had... tortured him during the
years...”8°

The short discussion on virginity is especiallyenetsting for its attempt to
redefine how many people commonly regard virginitthis section refutes the
heteronormative concept of virginity as first penilaginal penetration. The booklet

states:
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Virginity is a vague concept based on perceptiars myths, chiefly
concerning female sexuality, that RFSU would noshavio endorse.
For one thing, virginity is often associated withhateronormative
view of sex restricted to penetrative intercourgwieen man and
woman (in other words, insertion of the penis it vagina).
Additionally, the opposite of virginity (in Swedisloskuld is guilt

(skuld. You are not guilty because you've had sex oughéeel guilt

because you've had it. Some women are affectechéset myths, for
example through rumor-spreading or violence. At BFSve

sometimes receive questions about how to know weneath not you
are a “virgin.” You are the only person who canidedhat. Different
people have different ideas about which sexual eatstitute a “loss
of virginity.” Some people restrict it to vaginahtercourse, while
others count other activities as W&l

In this sense, RFSU does not attempt to elimiraeconcept of virginity. Instead, the
concept becomes personalized so societal notiongrgihity become completely
irrelevant. It becomes impossible to judge whethex has passed this rite of passage
if each person has a different standard of measnenihus the rite of passage is still

present, yet the pressure to pass such a ritesshga is removed.

5.2.3TEACHING ABOUT THEHYMEN
RFSU’s education about the hymen takes place indatlassrooms (grades

6-12, which encompasses elementary school and bwiool), child refugee
residences and fairs for girls. Schools can regseatal educators from RFSU. Most
often, the school will have three sessions, eastinig from one to two hours. There
are different activities and discussions for thgusé educators to follow for each
session, which is designed and outlined by thel IBE&U office. In Malmd, sexual
educators are sent out in pairs so there is negargle sexual educator alone in the
classroom in order to reduce the potential for $sreent while allowing a greater
range of knowledge and experience. The classroouompgrare not usually split up by
gender; instead, sexual educators teach both naal@ésfemales at the same time.

Classroom sizes can range from just a handfuluafestts to groups of more than 30,

#TRFSU 2008, 14-15 (Partial translation from RFS0@W®aginal Corona
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depending on how the school itself arranges thesela The classes are voluntary and
students are free to leave if they do not wishaigke.

The role of the sex educator is not to act as tidecwho has some kind of
all-encompassing knowledge of sexuality; insteak sducators attempt to create
discussions among the students by creating an ptraos in which discussion abut
sexuality is welcomed while addressing studentsiceons. During the first session,
the sex educators may lead an activity in which shelents bring up words they
associate with sexuality, grouping the words arehtfurthering a discussion about
the concepts, including what positive and negatagsociations are present. For
example, students might include the words “one thggand, fuck buddy, boyfriend,
girlfriend” when naming things associated with séxese words can be used to
discuss what sort of relationships one can havl wisexual partner and then the
positive and negative sides the students assigadb category.

The second school session usually involves valeeceses, meaning students
can choose whether they agree, disagree or havwhesnanswer to a particular
statement that is read, such as “Women’s sexugaé dsi as strong as men’s.” The
point of this session is to open up a further dja with the students and to further
communication between the students in regard to ¥a&ies. The only statement that
has some sort of “correct” answer is the statenadyoiut the hymen: “There is a
virginity membrane hédomshinng” This statement provides the sex educator with
an opportunity to explain (most likely for the sadatime) that the hymen does not
completely cover the vagina and is no way relatedrginity.

The third session most often includes a short tecalbout STIs and practical
information about condoms, including a demonstratiging a real condom and a
wooden phallus. One of the most important point®isstudents to discover other
sides to themselves, learn to be open to new irgbom and learn about what other
students have to say about sex. The sex educat®rmsoa supposed to be able to
answer all of the students’ questions, but the e#xcator must be able to refer

students to further information, including localuglo clinics (which perform STI
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tests, offer counseling servings, offer aborticiemals and birth control pills, all for
free and without informing an underage person’sp&r or guardians), the RFSU
website and information about RFSL, an organizatentered around rights for
homosexuals, bisexuals and transgendered people.

RFSU in Malmé6 has also been present at girls’ faish slidkrans as the
main theme of discussion. At these public fairsglsgi(usually teenagers but
sometimes younger or older) were asked to takezaapout the hymen. There were
two girls’ fairs in 2010: one in Malmd and one imrdskrona. In Landskrona, the
girls could enter a drawing for prizes after takihg quizZ°® There were extremely
few girls that knew of the terslidkrans and some girls did not even know the word
mddomshinnaThe quiz has about ten “circle the answer” qoesti and included
guestions about where the hymen was located, whétlhvas normal to bleed upon
first vaginal penetration and if the hymen couldgogten rid of. For one sex educator
present, not a single girl got all of the questidght. The purpose of the quiz was to
further discussion; the sexual educators were @aged to discuss each question
with the girls and their thoughts. Arguably, theshonportant message was to assure
girls that vaginal penetration does not have tesedueeding or be painful, as many

girls originally thought.

5.2.45EX, VIRGINITY ANDPRESTIGEAMONG YOUNG PEOPLE
In Sweden, there are still double standards inro=gto the sexuality of boys

and girls and men and women. While Sweden is aftereotyped as a gender-equal,
sexually free nation, in many schools, prestigeetiasy/stems of sexuality still play an
important role. Hammarén found that whether orangirl is thought to be “cheap”

or not is subjective and can often be placed omadesdepending on how many
partners she’s had, how “easy” it was to sleep Wwe&hand whether she was in love

with her past partnef8? It is important to note it is not the reality thaiunts but

288 |nterview with a sex educator (alias: Karin). 20lferviewed by Rachel Cooper and Lyndsay
Nylander. Digital audio recording. Malmo, April 16t
289 Hammarén 2008, 173
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whether or not it isaid by otherdo be a certain way. Therefore, girls/women who
were extremely “cheap” are rumored to have manyualapartners who she
performed sexual acts with after little hesitatad with whom she supposedly does
not have any feelings for. The sting of being chblewhore, ohora, (regardless of
sexual behavior) is a common high school experiéocenany girls in Sweden, and
in many ways, the worst insult for a teenage GfSex educators often bring these
issues up in the classroom in order to highlightvh@omen’s sexuality is often
stigmatized in Swedish society.

Ortner and Whitehead’s concepts of prestige caafgmied to those young
people who are “virgins” and those who are notdwis” in Sweden. In Hammarén’s
study at a Swedish high school in the suburbs @ah&uburg, he found virginity was a
kind of stigma among boyS* Boys who were still considered virgins had lesgust
than those not considered virgins. Karin commenptethis sort of prestige when she
stated, “It is very divided between the kids thatvé done it and those that haven’t —
or say they have. | feel like its more important feose kids that haven’t had sex,
they become very attached to the thing — losing wanginity.”*%* Often, concerns
about virginity norms can cause anxiety among yopegple. Jenni stated that
“everyone thinks, ‘Oh, everyone is so much yourtgan | am’ or will be, or such,
and you can put holes in that myth, so to say,\endsay that most are not 14 years
old like they might think, they're actually betweéf and 17 years of age and then
they feel more normaf®® The desire to complete the ritual of losing onétginity
can create a strong psychological hold on many gqeople, especially if they feel
like they are past a certain age, or if everyose ébs claimed to have attained. The

ritual of the “loss” of virginity is thus a statusarker for many males and females in

290 5ee Ambjornsson (2007) for a more in-depth disonssf the worchoraand its effects and use by
the teenage girls in her study

1 Hammarén 2008, 170

292 nterview with a sex educator (alias: Karin). 20lerviewed by Rachel Cooper and Lyndsay
Nylander. Digital audio recording. Malmo, April 15.

293 |nterview with a sex educator (alias: Jenni). 20merviewed by Lyndsay Nylander. Digital audio
recording. Malmd, April 9th.
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Sweden, and one that education abslidkrans subtly calls for eradication by
claiming the loss of one’s virginity is how the imdual herself/himself defines it:
masturbation, oral sex, anal sex or other sexualiées.

Sex education can be used as a tool to implemsexwality that questions the
prestige systems present in many schools. RFSl@d@sators are trained to first ask
the class how they would like to refer to the nmeahel female genitals during the sex
education sessions. A discussion is then sparkedtahe differences between the
different words for genitals, the contexts they ased in (doctor’'s office, with
friends, as a small child) and whether they aretipelyy or negatively culturally
imbued. At the end of the discussion, the clasgdésmn which word they would like
to use during the sex education sessions. For gaaals, the choice is usuakyk
or cock. For female genitals, the choices can rdraga the constructed-for-children
snippa to the more clinicaunderliy, to the more derogatory (with hopes to be
reclaimed)fitta. A discussion about the woffitta can call into question why this
word, which is often translated into English asrtliis so extremely derogatory
while the commonly regarded male equivaldatk is not as powerful in Swedish
society. Pointing out this double standard is o ¥o call into question a prestige
system in which female genitals are seen as dirgan be used to insult others and

tear into the myth of equality between males amddles in Sweden.

5.2.5EDUCATION STRATEGIES
Sexual educators use many different strategieomvey information about

the hymen. In general, sex educators do not hahd oopy of the booklet to students
due to a shortage of printed copies. Instead, rsanyal educators note the booklet is
available free for download (along with other batklon clitoris sex, condoms and
anal sex) on RFSU’s website.

Education about the hymen can be approached in ndififgrent ways
depending on the class and the sexual educator.s@ategy is to first bring up

virginity. Then the sexual educator can ask, “Wisatirginity?” The students often
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answer in many different ways, but typically virgynis viewed in terms of
penetration; generally, vaginal penetration. Frdms jumping-off point, the sexual
educator can then bring up homosexuality and hasvview of virginity is often
heteronormative by asking if two lesbian women stk virgins even if they’ve had
sex countless times (without vaginal penetratidt@ny students have responded to
this question by stating that homosexuals havdfarent way of measuring virginity
than non-homosexual people. Within this discussi@ensex educator can ask how it
is possible to tell if a man or woman is a virgBenerally, students will respond that
it's possible to tell because an intact hymen isnacator of a girl’s intact virginity.
The sex educator can then explain about the anatdrtine hymen and conclude that
just like males, there are no indicators of virtyirior females.

Many young people had concerns about virginity. ianestions revolved
around sexual norms in Sweden, especially the dgaverage first penetrative
intercourse, which many viewed as “sex.” Many studdeel pressure to have had
sex by a certain age, and a discussion about timemygan also assure them that they
should have sex when they feel ready, not by sorbdrary standard. One sex
educator, Jenni, uses concerns about the “righg"tadgose one’s virginity to bring up
the hymen:

Normally, it fits in, ‘How old are Swedes when thigt have sex?’..
it's usually how I bring it up because everyonekisi‘Oh, everyone is
so much younger than | am’ or will be, or such, god can put holes

in that myth, so to say, and you say that moshatel4 years old like

they might think, they’re actually between 16 afdygars of age.?%*

Within the discussion of virginity, there are mamwgys to explain how the hymen
works. The operations manager for the Elektra tageplained he uses levity and
physical demonstrations to demonstrate the hymdnndt fully cover the vaginal

opening; a cup and plastic wrap was thus a unigag t@ demonstrate that if the

294 |nterview with a sex educator (alias: Jenni). 20merviewed by Lyndsay Nylander. Digital audio
recording. Malmd, April th.

80



hymen fully covered the vagina then menstrual blemald not come odt> Christina
stated that in her talks, she uses a rubber basd/eater sleeve to illustrate how the
hymen does not completely cover the vadifia.

Many sexual educators spoke about attempting sstea younger people that
sex does not have be painful and bleeding is rsyngptom of virginity during their
discussion about virginity and the hymen, whiclenftomes as a surprise to younger
people. The sex education coordinator in Malmd &xeld, “I think the biggest
purpose with sex education is to clear out all thisunderstandings and to....to
reduce all the ....worries about when you go to heesewith someone and if you're
really, really scared about the pain and all oftite®d that’s not healthy and we need
to work with health in school. No one says no @t.tihnd to talk abouslidkransis a

way to make it ...very smallef>

5.2.6EDUCATION AS ATOOL FORCHANGE
Sex educators can use the concegigkrans imbues, including virginity,

purity and prestige, in order to spark discussionsattempt to construct a new
sexuality. Education about the hymen can not oalyect misunderstandings that can
cause worry, it can also construct a new defininbrvirginity and thus change the
meaning of what many commonly see as “sex” andlemgé traditional notions of

prestige built around the concept of virginity.

5.3 THE OTHER
This section will explore how the Other’s sexualitggs influenced RFSU’s

construction of sexuality and ultimately been théabyst for the change &lidkrans

This section will also explore how this new sextyatian affect the Other, including

295 Ali, Alan. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel Cooper aryshdsay Nylander. Digital audio recording.
Malma, April 9.

29¢ Rogala, Christina. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel @woDigital audio recording. Stockholm, March
31.

27| eveau, Linda. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel Coopdgital audio recording. Malmé, April 23
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some examples by the Elektra Projekt in Malm¢ aed education of refugee
children as well as purity and prestige among ttreeOin Sweden.

There is little benefit in dividing groups into ‘®ades’ and ‘immigrants’ in
sexuality research because such terms are diffiouttefine.Migrationsverket the
Swedish Migration Board, does not have an accejpkefhition for the word

‘immigrant,’>%®

and as we have explored in chapter four, manyho$e born and
raised in Sweden readily identify as immigrantsilevbthers who may not have been
born in Sweden yet live there are not regardedtbgre or themselves as immigrants,
depending on their background and appearance. Hegnmaites that some of his
participants identified an immigrant, as Swedish,ag neither an immigrant nor
Swedish depending on the context of the interacid®ften the terms ‘immigrant’
and ‘Swede’ are used so often without exploring mieaning and nuances behind
them that they lose any sort of significance. F@ purpose of this discussion, we
will be use the term ‘the Other’ to denote thoseregarded by others as Swedish yet
live (often permanently) in Sweden and are charaet@ by the media as
unenlightened, dark-skinned, oppressors (if maled appressed (if female), as

previously discussed in chapter three.

5.3.1NAVIGATING A MINEFIELD
The debate around the Other and sexuality, inctutlymen surgeries, which

was outlined in the previous chapter, became thalysh to introduce the word
slidkrans Still, there was some debate over how to apprélaehssue. The Director
of Programs referenced the debate around “honat’ttae Other when stating:

Then of course there has been a lot of debates/@uén for the last |
don’t know 10...15 years or so, that is much reldtedhe fact that
people come from other parts of the world where .thdonor and
virginity is very much connected...and...this has s@rtliscussions
in...what do you say reconstruction..? ....of the hyraed should that
be done. Because some girls really fear that théyes maybe killed

298 Migrationsverket 2010
% Hammarén 2008, 336
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or pushed away from their family if they don’t gé@at... and how

should we look at these things? Because obviousgylin a Swedish
context most people think...you are quite honorakbknégf you have

lost your virginity ...and still you want to help pge and you want to
be sort of, be listening to these girls. So whatlboand how to go
about it...and we got a lot of questions from thgsaups but also
from, also from, uh, how do | say...ordinary, vermdoback Swedish
girls who were maybe worried about: Will it hurt?e will happen?

Will | bleed? etc. because there is a lot of misemiions and then we
realized that instead of just discussing reconstrmcor not, or

discussing this as an issue to that only belongghé group of

immigrants or something...... it's better to view thencept of...or the

misconception of the hymen and bring that up. S®was, the, | think
the, discussion within RFSU and | think that ish@ably why it came

now.. 3%

This excerpt demonstrates the potential conflichaw to address a public issue,
attempt to aid society as a whole, correct miscptimaes and not stigmatize certain
groups in society. To see certain issues as belgnmily to ‘immigrants’ is to create

divisions in society. Problems of hymen surgerfasstbecomes an issue of ‘them,’
the Other, who are culturally different from ‘us.’

RFSU instead creates a sexuality which does natelithe Other from
‘normal’ society. Alan outlined this view by sayintfo | think this is the general
view of the platform of RFSU, we try not to talk smich about culture and that’s also
thanks to a lot of people that have really puttaofoeffort into... leave this type of
ideology to get into a new one that we have tod&%The way in which thslidkrans
booklet was written exemplifies this.

The slidkransbooklet does not appeal to just one particular agaphic, as
previously discussed. One way to bypass the defesttered on the Other’s sexuality
was to maintain a serious, clinical tone in thetimg of the booklet. The RFSU

Program Director stated, “I think we saw that theyy...... concrete, anatomical,

300 Andersson, Maria. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel @vopigital audio recording. Stockholm, March
31.

301 Ali, Alan. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel Cooper arysdsay Nylander. Digital audio recording.
Malma, April 9.
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sexual thing was something that was up to us ttewkio one else would probably do
that.”*° The writing style of the booklet is formal throutie use of its clinical tone.
The small size of the booklet calls for simplicifyhe slidkransbooklet does address
hymen surgeries directly by asking and answerirggdtestions, “Can the hymen be
stitched up?” and “What happens if the procedurstils performed?” The booklet
goes on to say that hymen surgeries “help to miairgatriarchal structures and a
prejudiced view of women and their sexuali§”and that generally, surgery is not
helpful because of its uncertain result. Insteld,liooklet recommends non-surgical
therapy for those who feel pressure to undergo hyswegery. In this sense, the
booklet refrains from creating a division in Swédsociety between ‘immigrants’
and ‘Swedes’ by statintpe surgery itseléupports patriarchal structures but not those
thatcome froma particular culture Instead of attacking ‘honor cultures’ which have
‘virginity norms,’” as has been highly reported imetSwedish media, the RFSU
booklet attacks the surgery itself, and in an undeded fashion, the doctors which
perform the Swedish surgery despite unreliablelt®sthen non-surgical counseling
has found to have positive outcomes. Divisive burs common in the Swedish
media and among politicians, such as ‘honor cuturéonor killings,” ‘virginity
norms’ and ‘honor-related violence’ are not preserhe booklet.

The message of the booklet seems to be that sirgiaity is a null concept
and cannot be detected, individuals are free tag@mgn sexual relations at their own
will. Sex educators teach students that the righe tto have sex is when the
individual herself/himself decides is the right @éwith consenting partner(s). This, of
course, does not exclude remaining abstinent, hem@ve wishes to, or waiting until
marriage to have “sex.” The empasis is on the iddad’s choice, making clear that it
is not the choice of the individual's family ordnds, who may have differing values.

While some may regard this as a message of asgonildt is important to emphasize

302 Andersson, Maria. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel @vopigital audio recording. Stockholm, March
31.
%93 RFSU 2008, 17
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that it is an idealized message, and one that i$ oo the non-static nature of
sexuality. The stereotyped view of sexuality of 8ish people as gender-equal and
sexually liberated has been shown to be just thastereotype, yet an idealized

stereotype and one that many believe should beeglddward.

5.3.2SX EDUCATION OFREFUGEECHILDREN
A few of our participants identified the sex edumatof refugee children as

one area of assimilation conflict involving the &hRFSU sends sexual educators to
child refugee centers in Malmo for general sexuducation funded by the
government. The goal of the sex education seem$olavoeducating individuals
about their bodies and protecting the general Ssheshciety from potential problems
associated with sexual contact from members of sutiisk group.” In many ways,
the refugee children occupy a vulnerable positiroadciety: Their residency status is
not assured, meaning they may be forced to retuthdir “home” country; they are
in a country without an adult guardian; they carstak the language upon arrival;
and are viewed by some as a drain on resources.

Each group usually has three sessions, each lastiogand a half hours,
during which the hymen is usually brought up wheaacuassing female sexual
anatomy. These children come to Sweden seekinggeefustatus without an
accompanying adult. The children come from a vgriet countries, including
Afghanistan and Cambodia, just to name a few anubstl all of them are male. The
sessions are conducted with the help of interpiSteiKalle explained how he
introduces the discussion of the hymen:

You ask what virginity is, and draw female genitaedsd then we
explain... what they believe, about virginity, andteral things, that a
woman should be a virgin, that women should blegdnd the first
time, and we ask, “What is it that makes them B&exhd they all
answer that it's a membrane that ruptures, andithaertain places,
like Lebanon, Syria and Japan they sell blood dapsso you show
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there’s an industry for women’s sexuality.. Butttha way to get into
it, with virginity ...3%*

Jenni noted in her interview that many refugeedechit were curious about the
average age of first “intercourse” in Sweden androbelieved than it was much
younger than the reality. This is most likely dadtlie stereotype of Sweden as
country full of sexually active, sexually “liberafepeople. She played on this
stereotype to introduce the hymen.

Some of our participants spoke about conflictsrduthe sessions with
refugee children. The following two quotations (afevhich has already been
discussed but in another context) address thigissu

“Someone raised their hand and said, ‘You say thieg but I've been taught
something different, why do you think you’re righthich is a good question, and it
was a hard question because we couldn’t explainapettal structures, oppression,
and such but we’re not going to criticize their wafyseeing things, that’s not what
we’re doing, but we said that research shows tiatets no membrane, except in a
few cases, but we didn’t mention that>

“....but then when you talk to people that are mdte.|.cultural focused...and have
a very traditional...background it's harder to lilegally get it in. Like they're kind of
stuck in this structure, and like, it's so threa@y the word... because | think that a
lot of people that doesn’t come from Sweden, likeyt have also this loyalty to
another country, where they come from and theyseanthis word.slidkransa little

bit like ‘this is aSwedishthing’ like this is a part of th&wedish-izatiorthat we are
going through because we are in another countrywandon’t know so much about
it...and...like we know we hang out our sheets with odloon it after the
wedding...and like they know how it i§%

From these quotations the conflict site is entredckith an “us” versus “them”
mentality and the wordlidkransbecomes something foreign, so foreign that itimsta
a dubious air. Like thalidkransbooklet, the best strategy for educating aboug thi

construction of sexuality is to limit the amountinformation to medical knowledge,

304 |nterview with a sex educator (alias: Kalle). 20l@erviewed by Lyndsay Nylander. Digital audio
recording. Malmo, April 23.

30% |nterview with a sex educator (alias: Kalle). 20l@erviewed by Lyndsay Nylander. Digital audio
recording. Malmo, April 23.

308 |nterview with a sex educator (alias: Elsa). 20h€erviewed by Rachel Cooper. Digital audio
recording. Malmd, April 9.
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and in the case of the womuldidkrans place it within the context of the female
anatomy, yet even then both the ‘Swede’ and theQtay feel provoked. Viewed

in another, larger context, the issue may losenifgortance. It would be naive to

assume that young ‘immigrants,” meaning people whwe moved from another

country, are adopting the same sexualities asoftttiieir parents and grandparents. If
sexuality were static, debates around sexualit$weden would still be focused on
whether sex should be taught in schools, if homaaslkty needs to be cured and if
young people should be having sex outside the ®ohdiarriage, as we referenced
in the early RFSU debates in the first chapter.

Sex research has demonstrated how migration cdoende sexuality.
Ahmadi's 2003 study found that among a group o$tfgeneration immigrant
Iranians in Sweden (selected because they comstihg largest Muslim group in
Sweden) who had been settled for at least 10 y@aost were likely to accept
premarital sexual relations within the context oliobae relationship after migration
from Iran®®’ Many of his respondents encouraged pre-maritaliaeselations for
their children as a way to understand one’s parffieThis demonstrates how
sexualities are not fixed and static; instead, gn@ycontextually constructed and fluid

as Foucault claimed.

5.3.3THE ELEKTRAPROJEKT INMALMO
The Elektra Projekt in Malmo in many ways mirromwhRFSU has dealt with

guestions of assimilation versus integration. Thekta Projekt is an organization
that, officially, “works against honor-related wénice and oppressiofi’® In Malmé,
the Elektra Projekt deals with issues of sexualitd young people. The organization
arranges lessons at local schools, lectures, dimmssand much more. Sharaf Heroes
and Heroines is a part of the Elektra Projekt wischools young people in human

rights issues who can in turn educate others. limdaunder the direction of Alan

307 Ahmadi 2003, 692
308 Ahmadi 2003, 694
309 Fryshuset 2010
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Ali, who is also a national RFSU board member, ghgect does not limit itself to
immigrant groups; instead, the project takes omespat large in an effort to push for
human rights, with an emphasis on gender equalign explained his choice to
move the focus away from certain immigrant groupsdying that

In the beginning when Stockholm started this projeavas always

about to reach youth with roots in the honor cetlut we have

changed that as well because this is an issueeadtiety, not an issue
of the minorities, for the minorities. So we if weke it a society issue
then we have to include people from the socitty.

Other chapters of Sharaf Heroes has faced crititasrlaying into stereotypes about
immigrants as being oppressors of women. The mbds also focused a lot of
attention on Sharaf Heroes in order to showcaselanionmigrants’ who take a stand
against honor-related violence, which further playto stereotypes of immigrants as
oppressors. The 20@®agens Nyhetearticle "Jag vagrar vara fortryckare(l Refuse

to be an Oppressor), is a story of redemption irckvh young Sharaf Hero (note: not
in Malmd) with Kurdish roots describes how he usethink that Swedish girls were
whores who did not deserve any respect and atteinpteontrol his sister in order to
preserve her virginity. At the end of the artiche treader learns that the man, after
forming a relationship with another immigrant giiihds that she has been abused
because of her contact with him and she is lateriethagainst her will to a cousin.
After that experience he says, “I felt that | hadifenough of the inhuman and brutal
male role | had grown up with. | didn’t want to e oppressor any longet* The
man begins his work with an organization fightitn@nor culture’ and gives lectures
that even his father approves of. This is despigefact that most Sharaf Heroes state
that they do not come from ‘*honor culture’ famili@ecording to an evaluative 2006

report3*?

319 Ali, Alan. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel Cooper arysdsay Nylander. Digital audio recording.
Malmao, April 9.
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The media narrative of the redeemed immigrant npédees an individual
man who has embraced Swedish values in oppostiathier young men, who still
hold traditional, sexist views. It is similar toetmarrative of the young woman who
embraces Swedish values yet the man does not fatality in return; instead, he
stops being violent and oppressive to immigrant eonfespecially his female
relatives) and Swedish females, who he learnsdpea. The man’s transformation
also emphasizes the sexual threat that other “imamiy men supposedly pose to
Swedish society. This media narrative serves toenredgative generalizations about
“immigrants” while on the surface keeping a pogtinon-racist tone, and it is these
sort of generalizations that can serve as a midefiee those working for integration
and understanding. As Alan stated,

I’'m Kurdish, I'm Muslim, | haven’t killed anyone yand | don't plan

to kill my sister or mother, go ask them if I'veesuried it and failed,
so what about us? There are like hundreds of tiaissaf boys and we
don’t oppress women or whatever. So what aboutSas®e changed
that because they were out in the suburbs andwieeg talking this

way then people got very angry because they thoutgthbesn't mean
that to be a good man you have to be Swedish asdsthreally, the
discourse of immigrant issues in Sweden, it's likat, you have to
assimilate to be a Swede’?

After shifting the focus, the Elektra Projekt cezhta meeting place for young
‘Swedes’ and ‘immigrants.” Alan explained how ‘Svesd and ‘immigrants’ were
surprised at how the stereotypes of one anotheraled themselves to be just that,
stereotypes. The ‘immigrants’ regarded the ‘Swedsssexually liberated, while the
‘Swedes’ were able to see how much in common ltlelywith the ‘immigrants:’

And we have a lot of like Swedish boys and Swedidk and they are
very much satisfied and they learn to know eaclemptyou know, you
should come here and see how it works when the ié&rgiols are
saying, 'Oh, we can’t do anything, our parents ttké us go out late
nights and we cannot go to here and we cannot weatever we
want’ and the Swedish girl sits there and saysah¥esame things for

313 Ali, Alan. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel Cooper anghtlsay Nylander. Digital audio recording.
Malma, April 9.
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us, you know, we cannot go out late nights and amnot have our
boyfriends coming out to our house and blah blaid ¢e girls are
actually shocked and they're like, ‘but you're Svebd They have so
much prejudice against each other and they thimk jinst because
you're Swedish you can walk without a panty, yoa éack whoever
you want, and so on, and this is what the medigept® on us. So it's
also an integration process where we actually belih the Swedish
youth to learn to know non-Swedes and vice véfsa.

Arguably, one of the most important messages optbgect is that someone’s
background does not determine how they live or wiatights they have, and
the stereotypes often fueled by the media cannoagmied in real-world
situations.

After completing all of the classes, the studemt bacome an official Sharaf
Hero or Heroine. The students can then go on tkatr an hourly rate set by the
union) at schools which have requested them. EléktMalmo6 can spend anywhere
from five to eight weeks at a particular schoolthagsessions lasting from 40 to 80
minutes. The group of Sharaf Hero and Heroines me€tyshuset in Malmo a few
times each month for discussion.

5.3.4AVERTINGSOCIETALDIVISION
Two of our participants commented on how many régarginity as an area

reserved for the Other:

| think that there are... some want to see that tbblpm about young people having

worries about the first time is connected to whirey come from or where their

parents come from — which part of the city theg lin3*

Sometimes it's hard for them to accept that algoisbue of virginity has also been an

important issue for Swedes previously and it's smazng how quick we forget

negative things in the society.>*®

314 Ali, Alan. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel Cooper anghtlsay Nylander. Digital audio recording.
Malma, April 9.
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The first quotation references how the city of Malim often divided up by ethnicity;
neighborhoods such as Rosengard are primarily itéthiby people who have
recently moved to Sweden or families which havea-8wedish background. As the
previous section discussed, young people’s concpst virginity and prestige do
play a role in many of their lives. Some sex edusasee a difference in how prestige
and purity affect ‘immigrant’ girls. Andersson falirthat for certain high school
‘immigrant’ girls, virginity functioned a status meer>!’ meaning that for mostly
girls, virginity could raise their value among meamd other women. The role virginity
plays within certain groups isn't limited to thetegories ‘Swede’ and ‘immigrant;’
other researchers should continue the nuancedsdiscuof the interplay between
sexuality, ethnicity, class and nationalism. Thiesl in no way detract from the
experiences of young women who are put under sdpressure to remain “virgins”
that they seek out hymen surgeries in Sweden. dleey of these people should not
be silenced yet their issues should also not bé&fexbso that they do not receive the
care that they need. Birgitta Essén, who was inrgehaf a healthcare project
attempting to aid young women desiring hymen siegen Sweden, suggested in her
report that placing too much emphasis on the multtical nature of what these girls
with non-Swedish backgrounds were experiencingnethy within the healthcare
industry to have a difficult time understandingitheosition!® As we will explore
later, one solution to alienating the Other seemnbé to integrate the issues of the
Other with that of the society.

The second quotation emphasizes the importancéniydhas in Swedish
society and hints that Sweden may not be the gesgleal country it is often
stereotyped as. Debates around the Other’s violandesexuality can even serve to
lessen concerns about ‘normal’ violence against o society and its interplay
with sexuality. Hammarén discusses this phenomehanwhe writes, “When a

‘Swedish’ person expresses sexism, it's viewedmamdividual exception to society

317 Andersson 2003, 152-154
318 Essén 2006
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norms but when an ‘immigrant’ expresses sexism fkisnseen as having cultural
origins.”™*® Therefore, it is necessary to reflect on hymemyeties and honor-related
violence in the larger context of gender inequahtypwedish society, which includes
the commonality of partner violence in Sweden.

Although concerns about the Other's sexuality maweh sped up the
introduction of the wordglidkrans it was introduced to the whole of society andhsee
by many as a much-needed replacementniédomshinnaa replacement which
could correct misunderstandings and lead to a nemception of virginity and
subsequently a new construction of sexuality. REStbnstruction of this new
sexuality has managed to mitigate the potential &wcusations of cultural
assimilation by accentuating scientific informati@ther than constructing a dialogue
based on division. The introduction sfidkrans demonstrates how a potentially
volatile issue can be addressed without creatimgagdeations cutting off the Other,
instead, one can push to see the similarities lestvadifferent groups in society and

work toward goals such as women'’s equality witied front.

5.4 SILENCING THROUGH LANGUAGE AND TRANSLATION
Silence is a powerful tool that can oppress andjugialte a group.

Alternatively, silence can also be used to exptissent or as a means of survival.
When considering the part that language plays pressing sexuality, the structural
significance of the silence becomes central toge@ing the different constructions
of sexuality®*° The introduction oflidkransand its subsequent translation have, as
seen above, sparked diverse reactions relatirgngubge, education and the Other in
Sweden. It is a juncture where sexuality and caltueet and inspire a discussion of
cross-cultural sexuality. With these discussionsnind, we will now consider the
language of thelidkransbooklet and the dangers emphasized by our paatitspof

silencing through translation.

319 Hammarén 2008, 323
320 Cameron & Kulick 2003, 12
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5.4.1SLENCE IN THELANGUAGE OFSLIDKRANS
The slidkransbooklet was conceived and published to “changeudés and

behavior” related to virginity and the hym#&h. The content of the booklet, as
discussed in section 5.2.2, emphasizes the anabamd biological elements. The
RFSU Director of Programs explained the bookletdlmut anatomy” and includes
verbal descriptions and visual examples of whatalengenitals and th@idkranscan
look like3*? The booklet begins with six illustrated examplésshidkransthat are
followed by a paragraph of text. This paragrapkestd’Every woman” has a hymen,
which underlines the booklet’s cis perspectteThus, RFSU through thelidkrans
booklet does not challenge the concept of who dentify as “woman” but accepts
the normative idea that only someone who exhibéedeptable female genitals at
birth is considered a woman. This approach riskenising the voices of intersex and
transgender individuals who identify themselvesvamen.

In her bookSexing the BodyAnne Fausto-Sterling directly challenges the
type of narrow view thslidkransbooklet presents of sexual identty.With the aim
to show “how scientists create truths about sewydiow our bodies incorporate and
confirm these truths; and how these truths, scdlfg the social milieu in which
biologists practice their trade, in turn refashmur cultural environment” the book
breaks down the biologically determined sex biraryFausto-Sterling’s work
challenges both elements of the factual, scienbésis for discussing sexuality as
well as the part that language plays in establgshirhat is normal in terms of
sexuality. As previously established, many of cartipipants discussed the booklet’s

factual basis and praise the research behind thenwoed, slidkrars. Yet, these facts,

321 Andersson, Maria. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel @vopigital audio recording. Stockholm, March
31.
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as Fausto-Sterling argues, are contextually cocteiuin the midst of the political,
social and economic struggl&s.

RFSU’s principles and policies state, “that genpatterns which limit our
freedom to be, to choose or to enjoy should be Hoagainst.**’ These principles
include, and in the Swedish version directly memtiwans and intersex individuals.
And yet, while working toward a more liberal andca@ate concept of virginity,
RFSU effectively denies the existence of intersek lmansgender individuals through
the lanugage of thelidkrans booklet. However, based on RFUS’s principles and

polices it is likely that this silencing was unint®nal.

5.4.23LENCING THROUGH TRANSLATION ATHOME ANDABROAD
Theslidkransbooklet does not only silence other sexual idesgjtthe booklet

also potentially silences through its translati@lglkranshas been directly translated
into three languages besides Swedish. In Englisé (V/aginal Corona), in Arabic
(z{ J—1} Jwedl) and in Sorani4cdis 5s).%?® Sharing translations aflidkrans
internationally was not part of RFSU’s original plor the word, though. The RFSU
Press Officer noted:

Launching the English version was thought of maiatya Swedish
thing. We haven't planned going international. Buiting the media
release for the Swedish media | figured this cdaddan ‘international
talk of the day'—‘look here there is a small coynitn the far north
that has a small and obscure organization doinguadiyx
education.. laughing)..and what are they doing? They are trying to
change...three other languages that they don’'t evestari..still
laughing..l thought that that could be something that waggb&bout,
written about but also hopefully leading to a dssian about the
hymen...the word hymen. That wasn't the original pldre original
plan was mainly Swedis?

320 |bid
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As Olle explained, the international part of th&raduction ofslidkranswas not the
initial goal. This is clear through the contenttbé& booklet, which offers advice on
Swedish organizations that can be contacted to halp questions relating to
sexuality. The primary way our participants disegstranslation was in reference to
the child refugees that the RFSU sexual educateet mith. According to the sexual
educators, they rely solely upon outside transtatorcommunicate with the children.
Having the information translated through an addai person prompted different
reactions among the educators. Kalle and Karinllezt¢he collaboration fondly but
both noted a similar complication. Kalle thought,worked really well but there was
one interpreter and we weren’t sure if he trandlateerything we wanted him to
translate, but otherwise it worked really welf*while Karin explained,

I’'m a bit surprised because it went very webut it was hard too [...]
So there were three translators, so we had to regweaything once
over again, so it was very time consuming. We hael groblem with
one of the translators because we said one thiaiglaéisted for two
minutes and then he spoke for 10 minutes, so itweag clear that he
didn’t say what we said...so we had some trust is&ties

Here both Kalle and Karin at first seem to wangloss over the complicating and
“Other-ing” element of cross-cultural and multidumistic discussions of sexuality.
Meanwhile, when Elsa was asked about her expesenith translators, she replied:

Its very hard because this wordliflkrand doesn’t exist in their
languages...so like when we try to talk about it thaye to...well
they take the old word and they kind of make it...that old word, but
then it's not the right thing because here we digtirmave a substitute
word for, like this is the word instead that we g@@ng to use...so
yeah that is a problem, so you can’t even...likethseword..3*?

All three of these comments focus on two fundaniassaes—translation and trust.
Without the context of authority and trust that RH$as earned over the past century

3% |nterview with a sex educator (alias: Kalle). 20l@erviewed by Lyndsay Nylander. Digital audio
recording. Malmo, April 23.

3! Interview with a sex educator (alias: Karin). 20lerviewed by Rachel Cooper and Lyndsay
Nylander. Digital audio recording. Malmo, April 16t

332 nterview with a sex educator (alias: Elsa). 2Qh€erviewed by Rachel Cooper. Digital audio
recording. Malmd, April Sth.
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in Sweden, the children who the sexual educatorst wé&h do not have the same
faith in the information the educators are shariflge contextual understanding and
construction of sexuality become paramount in iagynformation to the children. A
common ground, established via translators, isthuoilhopes of imparting this
knowledge. A similar problem was discussed in oterview with Alan.

Part of the translation was spurred by word of rhoahd through NGO
networks. As Alan explains in the quote below, eswlirectly involved in spreading
slidkransto Kurdistan:

I got involved with some NGOs and they asked nieniénted to go to

Kurdistan and to work there for a month. So lasarysme and my
colleague, Roshne from here, she is also Kurdisbntwback to

Kurdistan with this NGO and we started to work wdiifferent NGOs

there [...] So | was working there and | saw thisdjemwrk and | was

impressed. And then 1 took tredidkrans with me and actually had
some lectures about that and | did a lecture fouaB0-30 NGOs and
women’s organizations and one of them in particwas so impressed
and they liked it so much that they wanted to havemeeting

afterwards to get this praktika [booklet] and ttatesit into Kurdish so

we had a few meetings and they wanted to do’tfiat.

However, this instance of intellectual sharing wasished by a translation error as
Alan continued explaining:

They [RFSU] translated [to Sorani] the word ‘penibey wrote,
‘cock.” So even if it were to be in an English joal or whatever
people would have reacted [...] they [Kurdish NGO$tjstarted to
copy that [the booklet] and give it to a lot of pemand then when the
reaction came from the, like the society, then tgeyback to RFSU
and said ‘Oh, this is wrong, you shouldn’t use thesd. And you have
to like take it back’ and blah blah and anyway &swust because they
had written the word ‘cock’ in some areas and sother words that
were not proper to use in a scientific script. Arglnot so easy to find
the right word in some languages because sexualitiself is a

333 Ali, Alan. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel Cooper arydsay Nylander. Digital audio recording.
Malma, April 9.
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complex issue and in some areas in the world yatdalk about

sexuality..3**

In these quotes, Alan highlights a number of prots¢hat the translation sfidkrans
can provoke. His initial critique of mistranslatinige word ‘penis’ was promptly
addressed by RFSU as the Press Officer explainadhat.we have done is we have
added short text in the beginning of the bookleivheaying that we've had this
problem and when we write about the male reprodeairgan we use this word and
we now understand that this could effect some rigsli..”®**> The broader question
Alan touches on of how to translate words and spdmiut sexuality, especially in
contexts where sexuality is silenced or not spaiein a public way is a tricky one.
Through the interviews with RFSU staff, it becaneac that RFSU’s intentions were
to challenge the previous notions of virginity wite introduction oklidkransand
while their methods may be appropriate for a Swedisntext based on their
aforementioned authority, these same methods maybeaocappropriate for other
contexts.

RFSU is not the first (nor will it be the last) argzation to share their work at
an international level. The booKQur Bodies OurselveOBOS produced by the
American based Boston Women’s Health Book Collec{BWHBC) can be used as
a good comparison to RFSU’s introductigitkrans®*® OBOSwas first introduced as
a small pamphlet produced by a group of like-mindednen in 1970 and grew into a
book a year latet?’ Within the next two decades, the book was traedland
appeared in Western Europe, later spreading to, Asmath America, Africa and

Eastern Europ&® Of these more than 30 translations, very few carcdnsidered

334 Ali, Alan. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel Cooper anghtisay Nylander. Digital audio recording.
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direct as most were adapted to be contextuallywaeteand appropriate, focusing on
the experiences of local wom&f1. While the BWHBC initially made an effort to
guarantee that at least a part of each chapter therAmericarOBOSwould appear
in the translated versions, they eventually recogphthe difficulties that ideologically
charged issues could cause for the local organizagroducing the book and moved
away from this interventionist approach allowing ttnanslators and local feminist
groups to have authority over the conté&fit.

The global trajectory 0©OBOSdoes not differ so much from the hopes that
RFSU participants expressed fatidkrans The RFSU Director of Programs
explained, “...we want to...we are going to have auson...we are a member of
IPPF [International Planned Parenthood Federatsm]we hope to bring up a
discussion with them if they would be interestetramslating it §lidkransbooklet] to
different languages..?** Like BWHBC, RFSU does not have the financial apito
support a global dissemination of thlékransbooklet, but through their partnership
with other (in this case larger) organizations tlepe to spread the word. When
asked how RFSU would translate the booklet, theddir of Programs replied, “We
probably have to review it...but most of it | wouldysis about anatomy and that is
the same really [...] maybe there are different thiggu want to stress considering
the culture.®* This strict anatomical view of the booklet's cartedoes not take into
account how science mediates what is possible éorstruction of sexuality. The
contextually created discourses of prestige thgtilede sexuality, as Alan noted,
cannot be rearticulated without contextually refevaaterial in the booklet.

The comparison délidkransto the international circulation and adaptation of
OBOS s valuable because it offers some insight inte gossible trajectory of

slidkrans Without reasonable attention to the translat@md adaptation of ideas and

%39ibid, 63-67
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words—as exhibited by the Sorani example—basedhenB\WHBC’s experience

with OBOS it is likely that slidkrans will not be embraced nearly as quickly or
enthusiastically as RFSU hopes. While the intradacin Swedish has been lauded
by Sprakradet and accepted by medical and layperabtke, as Alan illustrated,

sexuality and virginity are “complex issueé® The repression of conversations
around sexuality in Kurdistan that Alan referencedls into question the aims of
RFSU in disseminatinglidkrans The issue at hand is not the crossing of bordberts,

rather, the recognition of those “fault lines, dm$, differences, fears and
containment that those borders represéfitif the translated booklets lack proper
contextual presentation of the facts, the booktetiat silence any fruitful discussion
of virginity and the hymen. The combined questidnddferent constructions of

prestige discourses and understandings of purigyilyeinfluence the cross-cultural

discussion o§lidkransand virginity.

CHAPTER 6: CONCLUSION
6.1 DISCUSSION

Using feminist anthropological theoretical perdpes and methods we
embarked upon a collaborative thesis to examine RB8U constructs their version
of sexuality through the introduction of the worslidkrans The feminist
anthropological theoretical underpinnings of thiejgct established sexuality as a
contextually constructed concept. This perspedteditated our research and lead to
our primary research question exploring how a ckanghe language used to discuss
virginity effects the construction of sexuality. ©Ogeombined backgrounds and
experiences helped us to access our various ppanits who were involved in the
introduction ofslidkrans.

343 Ali, Alan. 2010. Interviewed by Rachel Cooper aryshdsay Nylander. Digital audio recording.
Malma, April 9.
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For our analysis of the introduction of the waslidkrans we found four
intersecting themes that were implicit in the pgscef constructing a new sexuality:
language, education, the Other and silence. Theseds all interact with each other
on multiple levels and at various points of intets®. When analyzed together they
help to reveal how RFSU went about introducing tiésv sexuality and what the
organization’s motivations were. The introductidnsbdkransdraws attention to the
importance of virginity in the construction of sekty and the four themes clarify
how the change occurred. Using a collaborative fiéshapproach to anthropology we
have presented an analysis of each of these théoeswe will consider how these
four intersecting themes were combined by RFSlbtstuct a new sexuality.

Language is a central component in the introductdnslidkrans The
introduction of this new word is one of the cat&dysor constructing a new
understanding of sexuality. The linguistic changemf médomshinnao slidkrans
challenges the concept of virginity and demonssréi@w virginity is a fundamental
feature in the construction of sexuality in Swed&his change in language also
illustrates how language is tool through which sdity is understood and thus
constructed. A change in language alone cannotigitete a total shift in the
understanding of sexuality. That change must beatged by individuals. Our
participants all noted the power that the wslidkransheld in encouraging a revised
understanding of virginity and subsequently sexyafllong with individual support,
the new word has been introduced in more formalaggeincluding the publication of
the slidkransbooklet, RFSU’s sex education classes, sex eductdr newly arrived
refugee children and RFSU’s presence at girls'sfalihrough each of these arenas
young people are taught the value of individuaizeexuality and how to create their
own definition of virginity. This redefinition ofixginity puts into question concepts
of prestige and purity based on one’s virginity ates.” By encouraging a
reconceptualization of sexuality and virginity areimoving the need for biological

proof of virginity the pressure of not being virgghmade illusory.
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The introduction of the wordlidkransdoes not only challenge the language
and construction of sexuality and virginity, it @l$orces a reexamination of the
concept of Other in Sweden. The introduction of therd slidkrans and its
accompanying booklet demonstrate how the publicadetabout immigrants in
Sweden led RFSU to see the commonalities withind&weather than stigmatizing
the Other; thus the Other's “issues” became sdsiggsues. By individualizing
virginity, hymen surgeries can then be regardedumsecessary. The anatomical
authority that thelidkransbooklet uses to encourage an individualistic urtdading
of virginity also silences through language anatigh translation. Constructions of
sexuality can easily exclude when thought of inckland white terms, as when
intersex and transgender people are silenced Iy biglogical understandings of
virginity and sexuality. The introduction afidkransand the later translations into
other languages have shown that RFSU's view thatatigy is not directly tied or
policed by the myth of virginity must be presenteda culturally relevant and
appropriate way when translating the booklet.

Our four analytical themes all are interconnectedugh a web of discourses.
Since its introduction, the worlidkranshas possessed the power to inspire students,
sexual educators and others to reconsider whainitygand sexuality mean. It has
silenced some voices and simultaneously force@ctdin upon what sexuality and
virginity mean in a cross-cultural context. Theaaluction ofslidkranshas created a
climate where new understandings of sexuality ainginity can be considered and

practiced.

6.3 CONCLUDING REMARKS
Sexuality is a multi-faceted fluid concept that continues to evolve. The

word slidkrans contributes to this evolution by challenging the formerly held
understanding of purity and prestige and deconstructing the myth of virginity.
With the continued influence of globalization and the increase of shared

knowledge across language and cultural lines, deep and continuous reflection on
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the discourses of sexuality is needed. This reflection will help negotiate the
collisions between different groups’ understandings and to encourage greater
equality. In this thesis we did not delve into the role of personal narratives,
conflict, power and identity, among others themes that could add new
dimensions to this reflection. The introduction of slidkrans is a good step
towards an equality reached through sexuality but the discussion and awareness
around different constructions of sexuality must continue for the word to have
the greatest impact. We encourage others to further this exploration into the

implications of slidkrans on different constructions of sexuality and virginity.

102



REFERENCES

Acar, A., O. Balci, R. Karatayli, M. Capar, and MC Colakoglu. 2007. The treatment
of 65 women with imperforate hymen by a central Incision and application of
foley catheter. BJOG: An International Journal of Obstetrics & Gynaecology 114,
no.11: 1376-1379.

Ahmadi, Nader. 2003. Migration challenges viewsseruality.Ethnic and Racial
Studies?6, no.4:684-706.

Ambjornsson, Fanny. 200Ven klass for sigStockholm: Ordfront forlag.

American Anthropological Association. 1998. Code of Ethics.
http://www.aaanet.org/index.cfm. Accessed 13 August 2010.

Amy, Jean-Jacques. 2008. Certificates of virgiaitg reconstruction of the hymen.
European Journal of Contraception & Reproductivealte Care13, no.2:111-114.

Anderst, Jim, Nancy Kellogg and Lnkyung Jung. 2009. Reports of repetitive
penile-genital penetration often have no definitive evidence of penetration.
Pediatrics 124, no. 3: 982.

Andersson, Asa. 2003te samma likaStockholm: Symposion.

Bekker, Marrie, Jany Rademakers, Ineke Mouthaatiekéi De Neef, Wouter
Huisman, Helma Van Zandvoot and Anne Emans. 1986oRstructing hymens or
constructing sexual inequality? Service provisiotstamic young women coping
with the demand to be a virgidournal of Community and Applied Psychol&gy
no.5, 329-334.

Bernau, Anke. 200irgins: A cultural history London: Granata Books.

Blank, Hanne. 200¥irgin: The untouched historjNew York: Bloomsbury.
Bloch, Maurice and Jean H. Bloch. 1980. Women aedXialectics of Nature in
Eighteenth-Century French Thought.Nature, Culture and Gendeed. Carol P.
MacCormack and Marilyn Strathern, 25-41. Cambridggmbridge University Press.

Borfosky, Robert. 1994. Assessing the FieldAssessin Cultural Anthropologgd.
Robert Borofsky, 469-492. New York: McGraw-Hill Inc

103



Bredstrom, Anna. 2006. “Maskulinitet och kamp ortiavzella arenor — reflektioner
kring bilden av ‘invandrarkillar’ i svensk mediai Maktens (o)lika forkladnader
Paulina de los Reyes, Irene Molina and Diana Mulirals., pp.180-204. Stockholm:
Atlas.

Brink, Bosse. 2008. Landstinget utfér "oskuldsimpg SVDJuly 29".
http://www.svd.se/nyheter/inrikes/landstinget-utéskuldsingrepp_1499061.svd

Brune, Ylva. 2004Nyheter fran granserGoteborg: Institutionen for journalistik och
masskommunikation, Géteborgs universitet.

Butler, Judith. 1990Gender TroubleRoutledge:New York.

Cameron, Deborah and Don Kulick. 2003. Language and Sexuality. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press

Cartwright, R. and L. Cardozo. 2008. Cosmetic vulvovaginal surgery. Obstetrics,
Gynaecology & Reproductive Medicine 18, no.10: 285-286.

Centerwall, Erik. 2005. Med moralen som styrmetiteHela Livet 25-33.
Stockholm: Myndigheten for Skolutveckling.

Centerwall, Erik. 2005. Obligatorisk sexualundenung). InHela Livet 35-45.
Stockholm: Myndigheten for Skolutveckling.

Christianson, Monica and Carola Eriksson. 2004. Myter om médomshinnan - en
genusteoretisk betraktelse av médomshinnans natur och kultur in Kropp och
Genus i Medicinen, eds. Birgitta Hovelius and Eva Johansson, 317- 324. Lund:
Studentlitteratur.

Clifford, James. 198@artial Truths in Writing CultureClifford James and George
Marcus, eds. Berkeley: University of California §5¢e

Colic-Peisker, Val. 2004. Doing Ethnography in "Gn@wn Ethnic Community.” In
Anthropologists in the field: cases in participafiservationeds. Lynne Hune and
Jane Mulcock, 82-94. New York: Columbia Univerdiress.

Collier, Jane F. and Michelle Z. Rosaldo. 1981itlesland Gender in Simple

Societies. IrSexual Meaningsd. Sherry B. Ortner and Harriet Whitehead, 229-3
New York: Cambridge University Press.

104



Curtis, Emma and Camille San Lazaro. 1999. Appearance of the hymen in
adolescents is not well documented. BMJ 318, n0.7183:605.

Davis, Kathy. 2007. The Making of Our Bodies Ourselves: How Feminism Travels
Across Borders. Durham: Duke University Press.

Douglas, Mary. 2008. Purity and Danger: An Analysis of concept of Pollution and
Taboos. London: Routledge.

Ellis, Carolyn S. "Autoethnography.” 200Bne Sage Encyclopedia of Qualitative
Research MethodSAGE Publications. 20 May. 2010. <http://www.sage
ereference.com.ludwig.lub.lu.se/research/Articl®.hénl>.

Elmerstig, Eva, Barbro Wiljma and Katarina Swahgb@009. Young Swedish
women’s experience of pain and discomfort duringiaéintercourseActa
Obstetricia et Gynecologic&8: 98-103.

Emans, S., E. Woods, E.N. Allred and E. Grace. 1995. Hymenal findings in
adolescent women: impact of tampon use and consensual sexual activity. Journal
of Clinical Forensic Medicine 2,1n0.3:167.

Estes, CM. 2008. Authors response to: Treatmebafomen with imperforate
hymen by a central incision and application of Falatheter. BJOG: An
International Journal of Obstetrics & Gynaecolofy5, no.4: 538-539.

Essén, Birgitta. 2006. Slutrapport for projektettéfnativa strategier till kirurgi for
flickor som riskerar att utsattas for hedersrekttgéld." Dept of Obstetrics and
Gynecology, University Hospital MAS, University bfind.
http://lwww.yss.nu/Kirurgihedersrelaterat.htm. Ace$ 12 May 2010.

Fausto-Sterling, Anne. 2008exing the Body: Gender Politics and the Constoucti
of SexualityNew York: Basic Books

Fetterman, David M. 2008. "Ethnographylie Sage Encyclopedia of Qualitative
Research MethodSAGE Publications. 13 Jul. 2010. <http://www.sage
ereference.com.ludwig.lub.lu.se/research/Articl&htitml>.

Forsberg, Margareta. 200Brunetter och blondiner: om ungdom och sexualitéti

mangkulturella SverigeGoteborg: Goteborgs universitets institutionemsficial
arbete.

105



Forsberg, Margareta. 2008ngdomar och sexualiteStockholm: Statens
Folkhalsoinstitut.

Foucault, Michel. 1990The History of Sexuality. Vdl. trans. Robert Hurley. New
York: Vintage Books

Fryshuset 20100m Elektra http://www.fryshuset.se/elektra/elektra/om_elekispx.
Accessed 20 May 2010.

Gammon, L., S.E. Simonsen, E. Handley, S. Gurtcheff, P. Murphy and D. Turok.
2009. U USE IT (University Undergraduates' Sexual Education—Investigating
Teachings survey) to evaluate students' perceptions of virginity. Contraception
80, no.2:222-223.

Goodale, Jane C. 1980.Gender, Sexuality and Ma&rmgdaulong Model of Nature
and Culture. IlNature, Culture and Gendeed. Carol P. MacCormack and Marilyn
Strathern, 119-142. Cambridge: Cambridge UniveRiBss.

Goodyear-Smith, F.A. and T.M. Laidlaw. 1998. Campan use cause hymen
changes in girls who have not had sexual intere@®ufsreview of the literature.
Forensic Science Internation84, nos.1-2:147-153.

Goodyear-Smith, FA and TM Laidlaw. 1998. What is an ‘Intact’ Hymen? A Critique
of the Literature. Med Sci Law 38, n0.4:289-300.

Hansson, Anna. 2008lickor vill f& médomshinna tillbaké&Sveriges Radioluly 18",
http://lwww.sr.se/ekot/artikel.asp?artikel=261511

Hammarén, Nils. 2008=0rorten i huvudetStockholm: Atlas.

Hedlund, Ingvar. 1999. Dokument. Oskyldigt domdifirest. Efter flera ar kom
lakar- beskedet - dottern ar oskukpresserMay 17",

Heger, Astrid and Jean Emans 1990. Introital diames the criterion for sexual
abusePediatrics85, no. 2:222-224.

Heger A, L. Ticson, O. Velasquez and R. BernieQ2@hildren referred for
possible sexual abuse: medical findings in 238Wadm. Child Abuse26:645-659.

Helgesson, G. and N. Lynoe. 2008. Should physicians fake diagnoses to help their
patients? Journal of Medical Ethics 34, no.3:133-136.

Herlitz, Claes. 200 Hiv och aids i SverigeStockholm: Socialstyrelsen.

106



Hobday, A.J., Haury, L. and P. K. Dayton. 1997. ¢ign of the Human Hymen.
Medical Hypothese49: 171-173.

Hume, Lynne and Jane Mulcock. 2004. Introductiowk#ard Spaces, Productive
Places. IrAnthropologists in the Field: Cases in Particip@ibservationed. Lynne
Hume and Jane Mulcock, xi-xxvii. New York: Columliaiversity Press.

Jacquart, Danielle and Claude Thomasset. 1988uality and Medicine in the Middle
Ages Trans. Matthew Adamson. Princeton: Princeton Ersity Press.

Janke, Emma (Producer). 2007. Myten om moédomshir$waariges Radia?
September 2007.

http://sverigesradio.se/laddahem/podradio/sr_p3uwhantar 070903110049.mp3.
Accessed 14 April 2010.

Jordanova, L.J. 1980. Natural Facts: a Historogaibpective on Science and
Sexuality. InNature, Culture and Gendeed. Carol P. MacCormack and Marilyn
Strathern, 42-69. Cambridge: Cambridge UniversigsB.

Karasahin, K.E., I. Alanbay, C.M. Ercan, K. Gerzgiand |. Baser. 2009. Comment
on A Cerclage Method for Hymenoplastyaiwanese Journal of Obstetrics and
Gynecologyl8, no.2:203.

Kellogg ND, S.W. Menard and A. Santos. 2004. Géaitatomy in pregnant
adolescents: normal does not mean Nothing happ@meliatrics113:e67-9.
Kulick, Don. 1998 Travesti: Sex, Gender and Culture among Brazilian
Transgendered Prostitute€hicago: University of Chicago Press.

Kessing, Roger M. 1994.Theories of Culture Reuisita Assessing Cultural
Anthropology ed. Robert Borofsky, 301-311. New York: McGrawtHic.

Kurontani, Sawa. 2004. Multi-sited Transnationdirtgraphy and the Shifting
Construction of Fieldwork. Idnthropologists in the Field: Cases in Participant
Observationed. Lynne Hume and Jane Mulcock, 201-215. NewkY@olumbia
University Press.

Lagerblad, Anna. 2007. Snippan snart ikapp snopp€B. 20 September 2007.
http://lwww.svd.se/nyheter/idagsidan/manligtkvintfsgippan-snart-ikapp-
snoppen_35808.svd

Lassiter, Luke Eric. 2009.he Chicago guide to collaborative ethnograp@Gyicago:
University of Chicago Press.

107



Lennerhed, Lena. 2003ex i folkhemmeHedemora: Gidlunds.

Logmans, A., A. Verhoeff, R. Bol Raap, F. Creightand M. van Lent. 1998. Ethical
dilemma: Should doctors reconstruct the vaginabitis of adolescent girls to mimic
the virginal stateBMJ 316:459-460.

MacCormack, Carol P. 1980. Nature, Culture and @eralCritique. INature,
Culture and Gendered. Carol P. MacCormack and Marilyn Strather@41-
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Malmstrom, Sten, Iréne Gyorki, Peter Sjogren. 2@dhniers svenska ordbok
Stockholm: Albert Bonniers Forlag.

McCall, George J. 2006. The Fieldwork TraditionTlme Sage Handbook of
Fieldwork ed. Dick Hobbs and Richard Wright, 3-22. Lond8age Publications.

McGee, Jon R. and Richard L. Warms. 2004. Symiaoit Interpretive
Anthropology. InAnthropological Theory: An Introductory Histqrgd. Jon R.
McGee and Richard L. Warms, 525-526. Boston: McGialv

Migrationsverket. 2010. “Invandrare.” http://www gnationsverket.se/cgi-
bin/ordlista.pl?list=glossary#i. Accessed 10 May @0

Miller, William L. and Benjamin F. Crabtree. 20@epth Interviewing. In
Approaches to Qualitative Research: a Reader oroijhand Practiceed. Sharlene
Nagy Hesse-Biber and Patricia Leavy, 185-202. N@rkYOxford University Press
Moore, Henrietta L. 198&eminism and Anthropologambridge: Polity Press.

Mohanty, Chandra Talpade. 20@=2minism Without Borders: Decolonizing Theroy,
Practiing Solidarity Durham: Duke University Press.

Nazer, Dena and Vincent Palusci. 2008. Child seabake: Can anatomy explain the
presentation? Clinic&tediatrics47, no.1: 7-14.

Ochs, Elinor. 1979. “Transcription as theory” in@®pmental pragmatics, ed. by E.
Ochs& B. Schieffelin. New York: Academic Press, pp-43

Okely, Judith. 19960wn or other cultureLondon: Routledge.

Ortner, Sherry B. 19984aking Gender: The Politics and Erotics of CultuBsston:
Becon Press.

108



Ortner, Sherry B. and Harriet Whitehead. 1981 olhtiction: Accounting for Sexual
Meanings. IrSexual Meaningsd. Sherry B. Ortner and Harriet Whitehead, 1-27.
New York: Cambridge University Press.

Ortner, Sherry B. 1981. Gender and Sexualit in &fial Societies: The Case of
Polynesia and Some Comparative ImplicationsSémual Meaningsd. Sherry B.
Ortner and Harriet Whitehead, 359-409. New YorkmBadge University Press.

Ou, M.C., C.C. Lin, C.C. Pang and D. Ou. 2008. Alzge method for
hymenoplastyTaiwanese Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecoldgyno.3:335-356.

Paterson-Brown, Sara. 1998. Commentary: Educabontahe hymen is needed.
BMJ316:461.

Pollack, Daniel. 2008. Virginity testing: International law and social work
perspectives. International Social Work 51, no.2:262-268.

Pushor, Debbie. 2008. "Collaborative Research." The Sage Encyclopedia of
Qualitative Research Methods. SAGE Publications. 20 May. 2010.

<http://www.sage-ereference.com.ludwig.lub.lu.se/research/Article_n51.html>.

Prakash, Vishwa. 2009. Hymenoplasty - How to do. Indian Journal of Surgery 71,
no0.4:221-224.

Rabinow, Paul, ed. 1984. The Foucault Reader. New York: Penguin Books.

Raveenthiran, V. 2009. Surgery of the hymen: Froythrto modernisatiorindian
Journal of Surgery'l, no.4:224-226

Reinharz, Shulamit. 199Zeminist Methods in Social Researtlew York: Oxford
Univeristy Press

Regnér, Asa. 2009. Sex och samlevnad maste biaibliskt pa lararutbildningen.
RFSUPress release. 2009-11-03. http://www.rfsu.seéssh-
politik/Debatt/Debattartiklar/Sex-och-samlevnad-tedsli-obligatoriskt-pa-
lararutbildningen/. Accessed 15 March 2010.

RFSU. 2003Principals and Policieshttp://www.rfsu.se

RFSU. 2009RFSU AB http://www.rfsu.se/sv/Om-RFSU/Organisation/RFSB/A

109



RFSU. 2009Fo6rbundsstyrelser2009-12-17. http://www.rfsu.se/sv/Om-
RFSU/Organisation/RFSU-forbundet/Forbundsstyrelsen/

RFSU. 2009Kort om RFSU-forbundef009-12-06. http://www.rfsu.se/sv/Om-
RFSU/Organisation/RFSU-forbundet/. Accessed 20 Mafi0.

RFSU. 2009. Debatt: Vi pratar sex med ungdomaifrdntderas verklighet. Debate
article 2009. October 30. http://www.rfsu.se/sv/RFH&ara-dig/RFSU-
Stockholm/Debatt-Vi-pratar-sex-med-ungdomar--utifaeras-verklighet/. Accessed
21 March 2010.

Rogers, Deborah and Margaret Stark. 1998. The hysneot necessarily torn after
sexual intercoursé&MJ 317:414.

Rubin, Gayle. 1984. “Thinking sex: Notes for a RadliTheory of the Politics of
Sexuality’, inPleasure and Danger: Exploring Female Sexuakty. Carole S.
Vance, 267-391. London: Routledge

Said, Edward. 197%rientalism London: Vintage.

Sabuni, Nyamko. 200&:lickorna vi sviker Stockholm.

Sherry, Mark. "Insider/Outsider Statu3He Sage Encyclopedia of Qualitative
Research Method2008. SAGE Publications. 20 May. 2010. <http:/imsage-

ereference.com.ludwig.lub.lu.se/research/ArticleLgatmi>.

Squires, Allison. 2009. Methodological challengesioss-language qualitative
research: A research revielmternational Journal of Nursing Studid$:277-287.

Statistiska centralbyran. 200Gllsammans — integration i svenska samhallet
Integrationsverket: NOrrkdping.

Strathern, Marilyn. 1981. Self-interest and thei&ldGood: Some Implications of
Hagen Gender Imagery. 8exual Meaningsd. Sherry B. Ortner and Harriet
Whitehead,166-191. New York: Cambridge Universitgd2.

Svensson, Gert. 2009. Jag vagrar vara fortryckzagens NyheteOctober 8.
http://www.dn.se/insidan/jag-vagrar-vara-fortryadr.967509. Accessed 10 May
2010.

Tures, Ec}/va. 1998. Skarpt stafaf for valdtankt pdedoTidningarnas Telegrambyra
March 3°.

110



UMO. 2010. Finns médomshinnan? Editor: Asa Sandler, Fact Checker: Monica
Christianson. http://www.umo.se/kroppen/Tjejens-underliv/Finns-
modomshinnan/. Accessed 24 March 2010.

Underhill, R. and J. Dewhurst. 1978. THE DOCTOR QMO ALWAYS TELL -
Medical examination of the 'intact' hymémncet311, no.8060:375-376.

Vayda, Andrew P. 1994. Actions, Variations and @ehe Emerging Anti-
Essentialist View in Anthropology. lAssessing Cultural Anthropologgd. Robert
Borofsky, 320-330. New York: McGraw-Hill Inc.

Visweswaran, Kamala. 1997. “Histories of Femini#tirtography.”Annual Review
Anthropolgy 26:591-621.

Wairimii Ngatiiiya Njambi. 2009. “One Vagina To Go: Eve EnsldJisiversal
Vagina and its Implications for African Womerustralian Feminist Studie24:60
167-180.

Weeks, Jeffery. 200%exuality 2™ ed. London: Routledge.

Whitley N.. 1978. The first coital experience ofedmundred womerOGN Nurs 7,
no.4:41-44.

Wells, D.L. 2006. Sexual assault practice: Mythd amstakes. Journal of Clinical
Forensic Medicine 13, no.4:189-193.

Wong, Josephine Pui-Hing and Maurice Kwong-Lai P&i10. Bringing
Translation Out of the Shadows: Translation assand of Methodological
Significance in Cross-Cultural Qualitative Reseaddurnal of Transcultural
Nursing 21, 151:151-158.

111



