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Abstract 

Almost since the birth of electronic music, composers have been fascinated by the prospect of 
integrating the human voice with its expressiveness and complexity into electronic musical works. 
This thesis addresses how performing with responsive technologies in mixed works, i.e. works that 
combine an acoustic sound source with a digital one, is experienced by participating singers, 
adopting an approach of seamlessness, of zero – or invisible – interface, between singer and 
computer technology. It demonstrates how the practice of composing and the practice of singing 
both are embodied activities, where the many-layered situation in all its complexity is of great 
importance for a deepened understanding. The overall perspective put forward in this thesis is that 
of music as a sounding body to resonate with, where the resonance, a process of embodying, of 
feeling and emotion, guides the decision-making. The core of the investigation is the lived 
experiences through the process of composing and performing three musical works. One result 
emerging from this process is the suggested method of calibration, according to which a bodily 
rooted attention forms a kind of joint attention towards the work in the making. Experiences from 
these three musical works arrive in the formulation of an over-arching framework entailing a view 
of musical composition as a process of construction – and embodied mental simulation – of 
situations, whose dynamics unfold to engage musicians and audience through shifting fields of 
affordances, based on a shared landscape of affordances. 

Keywords: music composition, embodiment, singing, interactive music, live electronics, 
affordances, performance technologies, computer music 

Classification system and/or index terms (if any) 

Humanities/Arts/Music 

Supplementary bibliographical information Language: English 

 

ISSN and key title  
1653-8617 Doctoral studies and research in fine and performing 
arts  

ISBN  
978-91-7753-260-6 

Recipient’s notes Number of pages 156 Price 

 Security classification 

I, the undersigned, being the copyright owner of the abstract of the above-mentioned dissertation, 

hereby grant to all reference sources permission to publish and disseminate the abstract of the 

above-mentioned dissertation. 

 

Signature    Date 2017-09-28 


