LUND UNIVERSITY

Coping with biomedical science
How individuals with Parkinson's disease synchronize themselves with clinical trials

Idvall, Markus

2017

Document Version:
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Idvall, M. (2017). Coping with biomedical science: How individuals with Parkinson's disease synchronize
themselves with clinical trials. Abstract from 36th Anthropology and Health Conference, Dubrovnik, Croatia.

Total number of authors:
1

General rights

Unless other specific re-use rights are stated the following general rights apply:

Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors
and/or other copyright owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the
legal requirements associated with these rights.

» Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study
or research.

* You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain

* You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal

Read more about Creative commons licenses: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove
access to the work immediately and investigate your claim.

LUND UNIVERSITY
PO Box 117

221 00 Lund
+46 46-222 00 00

Download date: 17. Dec. 2025


https://portal.research.lu.se/en/publications/c8149b6c-8241-4a25-8ad4-6924aa1e7871

Coping with Biomedical Science:
How Individuals with Parkinson’s Disease Synchronize Themselves with Clinical Trials

Author’s name: Markus Idvall, 2017-04-26

Abstract:

Parkinson’s disease has become more frequent as populations grow older in western countries. Since
the 1960s a medication — levodopa — exists but it is connected with side-effects. Due to this there is a
scientific search for new therapies in a global context. In many western countries Parkinson is
explored within biomedical research fields such as genetics and cell transplantation.

In the last years | have followed a biomedical research project in Sweden focused on realizing clinical
trials with Parkinson patients within the field of cell transplantation. In my work | have conducted
interviews with patients, researchers and medical staff as well as observations in hospital
environments and in contacts with patient’s organizations.

My aim with this presentation is to explore what constitutes a clinical trial from the viewpoint of the
patients. How does this biomedical research matter for trial-participating as well non-participating
patients? How does one as patient follow and understand the clinical trials? How does one move
along in relation to what one, on the basis of one’s degenerative illness, perceives as the progress of
science? Individuals with Parkinson are, in this sense, temporal beings in whatever they do or
calculate in relation to science. Taking part in clinical trials is viewed as a way of synchronizing one’s
self with what one experiences as the tempo of practiced science. In my presentation | will explore
different concepts for how a form of time sensitivity can be studied among patients.
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