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Editorial Notes 
Unless stated otherwise, all translations are mine. Longer quotations, and 

quotations significant for the argument, are provided in original in the 

footnotes. 

The names of historical persons are given in the form they are generally 

known. For instance I will use vernacular English for Cyprian Leowitz, 

but the Latinized Benedictus Olai instead of the Swedish Bengt Olofsson. 

For the names of Swedish monarchs and consorts I have kept the Swedish 

standard spelling, with the exceptions of Gustavus Adolphus and Christina, 

due to their international renown. Most Swedish individuals mentioned in 

the sources are placed after their forenarue in the index, apart from those 

(for instance Sigfridus Aranus Forsius) whose last names (in most cases 

indicating their place ofbirth) are traditionally acceptedas their surnames. 

Names of cities within the Swedish realm in the sixteenth and sevente­

enth centuries are given according to contemporary Swedish practice: thus 

I write Helsingfors instead of Helsinki, Reval instead of Tallinn, Dorpat 

instead ofTartu etc. Names of Swedish d ties that were Danish before 1658, 

like Malmö, are narned in Swedish. 
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As news of portents and prodigies were reported from the pulpits and 
discussed in squares and taverns, virtually everyone could anticipate their 
aminous significance. Broadsheets and pamphlets brought horrifYing tales 
from far and near, and since many of them were illustratedwith suggestive 
pictures, they made sure that even the illiterate would get the point. The end 
of the world approached, and people would either tum or burn. 

Fig. I. Christ as judge of the world, encompassed by scenes from his earthly 
Iife and portents of his Second Advent. Woodcut on the fronrispiece of 
Conrad Lycosthenes, Prodigiorum ac ostentorum chronicon, Basel 1557. 

Yet although beliefs in portents and presages were shared by high and low, 
learned and unlearned, i t was still a task for doctars and schalars to en ter the 
mysteries of the Creation to reveal their innermost, eschatological meaning. 
Not only wonder signs should be heeded. Everything in nature, however 
insignificant, had a divine purpose and was inserted in a great casual chain, 
running from the celestial spheres to the depths of the world. As expressed 
by the Finnish priest, astrologer and natural philosopher Sigfridus Aranus 
Forsius (d. r624), God had "thus created this World through his almighty 

context, see Robin Bruce Barnes, Prophecy and Gnosis: Apocarypticism in the TI%ike of 
the Lutheran Reformation, Stanford University Press, Stanford, California 1988 pp. 
5-8. For a standard work on eschatological and apocalyptical conceptions during 
the Swedish Reformation, see Henrik Sandblad, De eskatologiska föreställningarna i 
Sverige under reformation och motreformation, Lychnosbiblioteket, Uppsala 1942. 
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