
LUND UNIVERSITY

PO Box 117
221 00 Lund
+46 46-222 00 00

A food nation without culinary heritage?

Sweden and the politics of gastronomy
Jönsson, Håkan

2019

Document Version:
Peer reviewed version (aka post-print)

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Jönsson, H. (2019). A food nation without culinary heritage? Sweden and the politics of gastronomy. Abstract
from V International Congress Culinary Heritage, Tourism and Sustainability, Barcelona, Spain.

Total number of authors:
1

Creative Commons License:
Unspecified

General rights
Unless other specific re-use rights are stated the following general rights apply:
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors
and/or other copyright owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the
legal requirements associated with these rights.
 • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study
or research.
 • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
 • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal

Read more about Creative commons licenses: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove
access to the work immediately and investigate your claim.

https://portal.research.lu.se/en/publications/42c9ea82-56e6-4a56-b0cd-1907d5f37105


A food nation without culinary heritage? Sweden and the politics of 

gastronomy 

Håkan Jönsson, Phd, Associate professor 
Department of Arts & Cultural Sciences, Division of European Ethnology 
Lund University 
Box 192 
221 00 Lund 
Sweden 
Phone: +46-46-222 95 12, +46-733-603521 
Mail: Hakan.Jonsson@kultur.lu.se 
 
Biographical data: Håkan Jönsson is associate professor in European Ethnology at Lund University, 
Sweden. He has conducted research on food, meals and consumption in Scandinavia. Involved in 
several applied cultural analysis projects encompassing food concept development, regional 
foresight and culinary tourism. Co-chair of the SIEF Working Group on Food Research. 
 

Abstract 

Sweden has a complicated history when it comes to gastronomy. Starting with the creation of public 

monopolies for sales and serving of alcohol in the 1850s, the history includes phenomena such as a 

state monopoly on restaurants for the working class (1937-1955), a prohibition against dance and 

vocal entertainment at restaurants (1898-1957) and the detailed regulations on eating and drinking 

in public have remained until present day.  

In the 1980s, the situation started to change with an upgrading of both the status and quality of the 

restaurant scene. The last decade an attempt to position the country as “Sweden – the new culinary 

nation” has been made by the government. However, unlike most nations marketing campaigns, 

culinary traditions are not highlighted. When UNESCO called for nominations for intangible cultural 

heritage, a number of food related proposals (including smorgasbord) were delivered to the 

government. They were all declined. A government official stated that no nomination would come 

from Sweden since it was problematic to argue that a certain cultural heritage or a particular 

tradition would be more important than others.  

The anxieties surrounding the intangible cultural heritage comes from a supposed juxtaposition 

between the dominant ideology of multiculturalism and the promotion of national heritage (which is 

associated with xenofobia). In a heated political struggle between liberals and right wing populists, 

the use of heritage is one of the most contested spaces. 

The paper discusses the role of culinary heritage in contemporary Swedish politics and how different 

views of culture, nationality and progress are played out through the lens of gastronomy. The 

empirical material is mainly interviews with officials and persons working in organizations promoting 

Sweden as a culinary destination. For the historical background, archive material have been used as 

supplement. The theoretical framework comes from the Cultural economy tradition, with Scott Lash 

and John Urry’s “Economies of signs and space” as a central piece.  
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