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Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is to identify the slosteucture that sanctions the act
of war rape. This by answering the research questitbat normative structure is
reflected in the meanings attached to the act afnape? The research design is
that of a qualitative case study, with empiricaius on the war rapes committed
in Bosnia-Herzegovina during the war in 1992-19B%e analysis is performed as
a qualitative text analysis, within the theoreticklamework of social
constructivism and critical feminism.

The analysis shows that the meanings attachedrtoapa; power, domination
and control, used to shame, humiliate and deslr@ghemy, have its origin in the
constructed gender identities of masculinity andnifénity. Hence, in the
asymmetrical power relation that constitutes thealidtic gender structure,
subordinating femininity. The function of war rape founded on a gendered
hierarchy of power that equals femininity and wonvath weakness, passivity
and objectification, and favors masculinity, eqdatéth power and agency. In
conclusion, the use of rape as a weapon of wareiotitcome of the in peacetime
established sex/gender regime of male dominatiath feamale subordination,
directing the appropriate behavior of each sexadnordance with respectively
gender identity.

Key words War Rape, Gender, Gender Hierarchy, Rape as gpdveaf War,
Bosnia-Herzegovina
Words:19 670
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1 Introduction

[...] Then four of them raped me, one after the atlier] After the fourth guy I
fainted. If | hadn’t fainted, they d have kept airg (Stiglmayer 1994: 109).

| lost a lot of blood so that when the sixth mameaover, he was nauseated and left
me alone(African Rights 2004: 13).

These are testimonies from two of the most atracicaenflicts in modern time;
the ethnic cleansing of Bosnia-Herzegovina (BiH1892-1995 and the Rwandan
genocide in 1994, picturing a fragment of the tgahat meets women and girls
in war.

During the last century a significant change hasuoed in the nature of
warfare, from the conventional notion of war to WwKaldor (1999) namesnew
wars’ and Shaw (2003)degenerate wafs This refers to the, mainly, intrastate
wars of today where the primary targets no longerthe military units, but the
civilian population connected with the enemy (Béfgio 2010: 308). Within this
ferocious context, horrific atrocities have targgtthe civilian population in large
numbers; including the systematic and widesprea&daisnass rape (Farr et al
2009: 11). War rape has shown itself to be an matgeart of today’s warfare. So
to understand the dynamics of war, the issue ofrafag needs to be highlighted.

An exposé of our history reveals that sexual viokeand rape have been
the frequent companions of wars and conflicts. Rape sexual violence against
women have a history as long as war itself. As esged in the Bible:

"For | [God] will gather all the nations againstusalem to battle, and the city shall
be taken and the houses looted and the women rapédechariah 14: 2).

The first well-documented cases are from the Wuvlar 1. The “rape of
Nanking” in 1937 when the Japanese Imperial Arngedabetween 20,000 to
80,000 Chinese women (Heit 2009: 365-367) and #peg committed by the
Soviet Red Army, following the capitulation of Na@ermany, with an estimated
number as high as 900,000 (Seifert 1996: 37). Eurtturing the Bangladesh
self-determination war in 1971, 200,000 Bengali veomvere raped by Pakistani
soldiers (Braithwaite 2011: 3). More recent is tbegoing conflict in the
Democratic Republic of Congo that shows half aiomillvictims of rape, and still
counting (Mukengere-Mukwege et al 2010: 163-164)ddy, frequents reports of
war rape comes from almost every civil armed cobflspanning over four
continents and at least 45 countries (Hagen & YpkahO: 15).

However, it was not until the institutionalized maspes in BiH and
Rwanda,with estimated 20,000 to 50,000 respective 250100800,000 victims



of war rape, following the acts of ethnic cleansangd genocide (Snyder et al
2006: 189) that the subject was made visible. Tadesand brutality shocked the
international community. For the first time in loist the phenomenon of wartime
rape achieved widespread public attention.

The rapes in BiH and Rwanda were parts of offigethocidal campaigns,
impossible to ignore, and the world could no longet a blind eye to the
frequency and brutality of sexual violence in wdhe issue attained major
international concerns. The establishment of thertrational Criminal Tribunal
for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the Internat@b Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda (ICTR), strengthen by the International @rah Court (ICC),
established war rape as a war crime, a crime aghumanity and as an act of
genocide (Farrwell 2004: 391-393, Bergoffen 20097-309, Pearce 2003:543,
ICC, ICTY, ICTR). Further consolidated by the UditBlation Resolution 1820,
adopted on June 19 2008, recognizing the use & &apa tactic of war (UN:
1820). War rape was now identified as a weaponasf w

Thus, the public visibility of the topic followinghe atrocities of the
1990’s resulted in judicial, as well as some pmditiand academic prominence,
and efforts to conceptualize and explain the pheman resulted in the almost
unanimous consensus of rape as a weapon of wakeWw, despite this currently
well-recited knowledge of war rape as a major aspétoday’s wars, targeting
civilians and its conceptualization as a weapon.w&d as its legal status as a
grave violation of international law, war rape hateen categorized and
downplayed aswWomen’s isstie(Carter 2010: 355).Therefore, the subject has
been neglected and absent in discussions of warsa@nflicts within traditional
security studies. Those who has emphasized theriemue of the subject have
primary been feminists and feminist scholars.

Consequently, although wart rape constitutes a sgremlation of
international law, a breach of human rights ancbissidered as a weapon of war,
the issue still lacks adequate focus and concéms. Sanctions its ongoing use. In
conformity with the Rome Statue, UN Resolution 1826d the current
conceptualization rape as a weapon of war, beinigtagral part of today’s wars
targeting individuals, societies and states. | artiiat to understand the dynamics
of today’s wars and to protect civilians, it isgreat importance to address the
significant problem of the use of rape as a weapawar. Thus, war rape shall be
considered and important subject within the fildecurity studies that calls for
further research.

Previous research has, much due to the neglectgitiogmoof the topic,
primarily been concerned with establish its impoc® by demonstrate its
widespread existence and the systematic use of asp@a weapon of war.
Consequently, less focus have been put on theignestwhy rape functions as a
weapon. Hence, in the procedure of finding a sotuto the widespread use of
rape as a weapon, the next step is to understamdattiors sanctioning its
function and thus, its use.

Cross- cultural, the absolute majority of the dir@ctims of war rape are
women and girls (Ibid: 356), which indicates thatnaen and girls are particularly
vulnerable as targets of rape and sexual violencaglwar. Thus, | it is essential



to recognize the gendered nature of war rape irerotd understand the
phenomenon. However without neglect that men and latso are the victims of
sexual violence.

Accordingly, this thesis will focus on the genderedure of war rape as a
factor for understanding its function as a weapiowar.

1.1 Purpose

Previous research has foremost focused on how martape has been used,
resulting in the almost unanimous consensual cdoaeépation of rape as a
weapon of war. This was a crucial step for the gedmn of the topic and the
importance to research it. However, in the procedirfinding a solution to the
widespread and systematic use of rape as a wetipponext step is to understand
the factors sanctioning its function, and thusugs.

Therefore, the overall purpose of this thesis isctmtribute to the
development of a more comprehensive understanditigegphenomenon of war
rape, by put focus on how rape functions as a weapavar. More specific, the
objective is toidentify the normative structure that sanction the act of war
rape and promoteitsfunction asa weapon of war.

Moreover, the objective holds the ambition of ciimiting to a theoretical
development in the field of research. The aim isstdate a necessary condition
for the function of rape as weapon of war and tipusyide a hypothesis effective
as foothold for further research.

1.2 Research Question

Thus, the research question to be answered is |bsv$p what normative
structureisreflected in the meanings attached to the act of war rape?

1.3 Choice of Theory

The theoretical framework of this thesis is congtitl by social constructivism,
together with critical feminism. A combination dfese theories is done with
advantage, seeing that critical feminism is found@da constructionist basis.
Also, the research objective and the following agsle question clearly express an
ontological as well as epistemological stance, esponding with social

constructivism and its focus on normative strugues conditioning human

action. Consider the subject of interest, war rape the highly gendered nature



of the phenomenon, theoretical feminism, with fooasthe gender and power is
the most fruitful complement to social construcmi Also, it is primarily
feminist political theory that has focused on, dhelorized gender as an aspect
within political science.

In conclusion, social constructivism, in combinatiovith critical
feminism is the most suitable theoretical comboratfor answer the research
question.

1.4 Choice of Method

The overall method used for this thesis is theitatale case study method. This
choice is directed by the research question, aedthiories selected as most
suitable for the conduct of this thesis; socialstarctivism and critical feminism.
In accordance with the anti-foundational and intetige ontology and
epistemology, a qualitative method is to prefentiier, to best correspond with
its qualitative nature, the research is designea ease study, due to its ability to
provide a detailed examination of phenomenon chéseimquiry. The qualitative
objective of the thesis, with focus on a comprehensinderstanding of the
examined phenomenon requires an in depth anafysissequently, the analysis is
conducted as a qualitative text analysis.

Another, ontologically directed aspect, regards léwel of analysis. The
theoretical framework presents structure and agescymutually constitutive,
however this research will emphasis structure aeebkthe level of analysis as
structural.

1.5 Material

Due to the methodological choice to design theishas a qualitative case study
and to use qualitative text analysis as the metifathta collection, the material
used for this thesis is mainly secondary. Primabitypoks and academic articles,
collected from academic journals, addressing theeiof war rape. The material
is selected from an open approach, with the coitedaf addressing war rape in a
relevant manner. The material used is foremosttitatexd by research on the
existence of war rape, its use as a weapon witl@rcontext of the selected case,
or on a more general level, as well as some piplosal papers discussing war
rape.

Due to the gendered nature of the topic and éuytect of the issue within
mainstream political science the majority of thetéeare produced in relation to
the feminist tradition. Further, the material uded the theoretical chapter is
secondary and strategically chosen, representiciglsmnstructivism and critical
feminism.



1.6 Delimitations

This thesis focuses on the function of rape as apwme of war. Thus, the
fundamental assumption is that rape has an institaheise, i.e. is used to
achieve political or military goals within the cemt of conflict. The particular
aspect of the phenomenon that is of interest figrttiesis is théunction of rape
as weapon, targeting individuals and collectivethivithe context of conflict.

The particular case of inquiry within this thesishe war rapes committed
by Serbian military and paramilitary troops withire context of ethnic cleansing
in BiH during the period of 1992-1995. All factiopsrticipated in the war did
engage in rape. The particular focus on the waegaat targeted Bosnian
Muslim women, committed by Serbian military/parataily units is motivated by
the fact that the systematic and widespread usepaf by the Serbs far exceeded
that of the other parts and is recognized as bsed as a weapon.

Further, the absolute majority of the direct vidirof war rape were
women and girls, and the majority of the perpetsatavere male (soldiers),
therefore main focus is on men as perpetrators vaoichen as victims. Still
recognizes that men and boys also are victim @ctlisexual violence within the
context of the conflict. Also, related to the gerdke nature of war rape (see
above) the focus of this thesis is discussed iatio#l to the gender aspect.
Therefore, other aspects are not discussed inHeatgo true for other aspects of
the conflict in BiH.

1.7 Definitions

Sex: This refers to the biological distinctness of enaind female. That is, the
biologically given premises that defines one akBegia man or as a woman also
referred to as male and female within the contéxhis thesis (Lerner 1986: 238,
Squires 2008: 54-55).

Gender: This concept refers tthe social construction of two gender
categories; masculinity and femininity, constitutda/ culturally defined
characteristics for each category, which regullagesocially appropriate behavior
of each gender. Within the context of this the$s® aeferred to as feminine and
masculine (Lerner 1986: 238, Squires 2008: 54-55).

Sex/Gender Regime: Historically, the domination of women by men has
been labeled patriarchy, which literally means ésubf fathers”. Fathers, brothers
and husbands have traditionally held the direct ggoaf “their” women. As a
result of the emancipation this is no longer glbbalalid. However, the
subordination of women as a group is universalBtiintionalized at a societal
level, e.g. difference in salary. Therefore, thecapt sex/gender regime will be
used instead of patriarchy, referring to the striecthat enables the dominance of



men as group over women as a group, due to thanleggOkazawa-Rey 2002:
372).

Rape: In this research rape is defined as any non-cmusg penetration of a
person’s body (vaginal, oral or anal) by thgefpetrator's sexual organ, body
part or foreign object(Lee Koo 2002: 527). Further, the term non-cosseh do
not only refers to acts committed by force or tirea threat of physical violence,
but also to rapes committed under structural cistamces, e.g. the state of war,
that undermines the victim’s control to reject therpetrator (Bergoffen 2009:
322).

Civil rape: This term is used when discussing rapes committegtier to
the state of war. That is, rapes committed in piaee

Wartime rape: This concept refers to rapes committed during tage of
war and conflicts, regardless of aim, targets opgigators.

Weapon: In accordance with Farwell (2004: 392) the termapan is,
within this research, defined as any instrumentjaeor organ used to defend or
attack an opponent during combat or in fight.

Rape as a weapon of war: Today the general consensus conceptualizes
rapes, committed in the state of conflict/war, “asweapon of war” (Buss
2009:145). Nevertheless, a clear definition of teem is rarely presented.
However implicit, the concept refers to a systematid high rate pattern of rape;
mass rape (Gottschall 2004: 129). This is problensanbce the act of rape is not
systematic or widespread in itself as committednioljviduals against individuals.
However, when committed withintfe context of a broader attack on the civil
populatiori (Farwell 2004: 393), rapes are a part ofcaurse of condutt(lbid:
393) that makes them systematically and delibexatethus, a weapon of war.
According to Lee Koo (2002: 228) and Farwell (20893) rape can be used as a
weapon at two levels. Firstly as a weapon attackwgmen’s physical and
emotional sense of secufitfibid: 393). Second, by the attack of women’s iesd
attacking the body political of the collective segresents (Lee Koo 2002: 228).
Another aspect, implicit in the concept,tige intentional and systematic use of
rape within the state of war or conflict. Aiming advance one groups position
over another by the attack on civilians belongiodhe targeted collective (lbid:
393, Milillo 2006: 196). Sometimes also reefed $a@pe as a strategy or tactic of
war (lbid: 196, Farwell 2004: 393, Lee Koo 20028p2

Within this research the conceipe as a weapon of waefers to the
instrumental use of rape as an act of aggressignarty nation, faction or
individual within the context of conflict, i.e. as part of a broader attack upon
civilians. Used towards individuals (regardlesshair sex), in order to intimidate
and inflict physical and/or psychological pain dme tindividual, and/or the
collective to which he/she belongs, in order toiewh strategic objects.

War rape: For this thesis the term war rape will be usadrizhangeable
with the concept rape as a weapon of war. Thus, nape refers to rapes
committed within the broader context of conflicgrgeting individuals and
collectives.



1.8 Outline of the Thesis

As already seen, this thesis begins with the intctmty chapter, including the
brief background of the research problem, and tmmdlation of the objective
and the research question, directing this thegis.fdllowing chapter (2) consists
of a review and discussion of the existent researcthe topic. Also, the premises
fundamental to the current conceptualization of vegre are outlined. The next
chapter (3) discusses the theories and conceptsakifor the analysis; social
constructivism and critical feminism, with partiaulfocus on the concepts of
gender and power. The following and forth chaptersists of the methodological
discussion, and the particular choices made farttiesis. That is, the qualitative
case study, performed as a qualitative text armalyBroceeding with the fifth
chapter, which contains the analysis of what nomaaitructure is reflected in the
meaning’s attached to the act of war rape. Thdr|axrtd last chapter includes the
conclusions of the analysis and a following distussf the result.



2 Research Overview

Historically, wartime rape has been viewed as amaby-product of war and as
“collateral damage”. It was seen as a result ofensaxual frustration resulted
from the absence of available women. The attiteflected was that dboys will

[] be boys” (Farwell 2008: 389). Thus, for long, the very éxge of wartime

rape as a specific phenomenon was neglected arskquently, overlooked in
discussions on wars and conflicts. Downplayed agomen’s issue it has not
received adequate focus within political studiesd as still not adequately
theorized.

The focus of this thesis is to understand the foncbf war rape rather
than how, and for what purpose it is used, and tlargribute to a theoretical
development of the subject. Though, a full undexditag of this thesis requires its
positioning within the theoretical context to whidhbelongs. Therefore, the
following overview will present the major debatasladevelopments within the
field. Noteworthy, the phenomenon has almost estedly been theorized by
feminist scholars, reflected in the research revigwthe feminist focus expressed
in all discussions.

2.1 The Nature of Wartime Rape

Two major changes have occurred in the theorizadiomvartime rape; regarding
its very nature as a phenomenon and its use in'Mm&r.development on the first
aspect, the very nature of rape, derives from timesrrelated debates; biology
versus society, individuals versus collectives madnality versus abnormality.

Initially, rape was seen as a biologically detemminbehaviour, as an
instinctive and uncontrollable biological expressiof the male sexuality that
“spew(s] forth in the chaotic environment of conib@nyder et al 2006: 185).
This supposition, that it is natural for men togajs still sometimes to be heard in
today’s debates, nonetheless more seldom and witimishing creditability
(Ibid: 185, Seifert 1994: 55). The most obviousiasm is the fact that all men
“do not rape women, [] in fact, most men do’r(Millio 2006: 198). The more
recent research has shift focus.

Hence, previous research has turned from the bhadbgnderstanding of
rape as an act originated in the individual sexydtat in the wrong environment
(wars and the scarcity of women) becomes aggres§mee), towards the
rejection of the sexual origin of rape. Ratheraipdape is understood as an act of
aggression aiming at the manifestation of powemtrob and domination,
expressed with sexual means (lbid: 198, Seifertc13®). So, opposed to the



biological-individualistic notion of rape, this ssw perspective holds rape as
social construct. Thus, rape is understood as aoguits meanings from
normative societal structures, and focus is orctilective meanings of the act.

This social understanding of rape is mainly disedssn relation to
nationalism, but also by feminists, with the commimcus on the symbolic
meanings of the act of rape.

2.1.1 Nationalism

The discussion of rape in relation to nationalisss mainly been concerned with
rapes within the context of conflict, and has priynbeen expressed by feminist
scholars (Yval-Davies 1997, Siefert 1996, Stiglmiayi®94). Here, women and
the female body are understood as the materialwels as the ideational
embodiment of the nation (Dodgett 2000: 1016). Témale body marks the
boundaries of the nation and the identity of thiective, which is made visible
by the body and persona of the women. Women catestihe borders between
the in-group (us) and the out-group (them) (Seif®@6: 39). They are portrayed
as “mothers of the nation”, symbolically expresbgdhe female representation of
the nation“the French Marianne personifying France [...] [andhe United
States” ‘Statue of Liberty’ (Ibid: 39).

The symbolism of women is based on their role asl tiearer and as the
primary caretaker, i.e. for the cultural educatainchildren. Hence, women are
essential for the physical, as well as the cultgtalival of the nation (Seifert
1996: 39, Yuval-Davis 1997: 26). Women are cruciaf the (physical)
reproduction of the group by giving birth, and amglians of the distinguishing
features of “us” by transmitting markers, such asguage, traditions, cultural
practices, values and beliefs, essential for grideptity, to the next generation
(Farwell 2004: 394-396).

The result is a collective interest in controllittte female sexuality, to
protect the collective honour situated in the feertabdy, in order tdmaintain a
pure lineage and [a] pure ethnic-cultural identitfFarwell 2004: 395). This due
to the myth of‘blood and belonging”(Yval-Davis 1997: 26) — a common origin
that constructs the identity of a national colteet{lbid: 26-27).

Within this context, war rape becomes the symbmbiequest of the nation
(Olujic 1998: 33-35).

2.1.2 Feminism

The more refined feminist focus differs from thetiomalistic one by primary
emphasis gender identities and the relation betwidem (masculinity and
femininity). Feminists such as Enloe (1993, 200@) &hlstain (1995) stress the
construction of masculinity with violence. In irgetion with militarization, a
notion of hyper masculinity is established, andus¢xiolence against women
becomes a proof of masculinity. The aim is barhiliate, terrorize, and destroy a



woman based on her identity as a woinflree Koo 2002: 528) in order to
(re)establish one’s masculinity. Related, anotlsgeat of feminist theory (Snyder
et al 2006: 187) expresses that;

men in patriarchal cultures are socialized to despwomen, often on an
unconscious level, and rape in times of war offaesn an opportunity to vent their
contempt for women.

The extreme violence often committed against tineafe body during rape, is in
particular directed against the femininity of thadlp, and is seen as an expression
of hatred towards femininity (Seifert 1996: 38, Bewy et al 2006: 187-188).
Hence, wartime rape is a manifestation of men’s batvomen.

Yet another view focuses on the asymmetrical i@habietween men and
women, where men have been constructed as thecijm@eand women as the
protected (Milillo 2006: 199). This ordering systas inherent to patriarchal
societal structures andpfomote views of women as men’s property to be
defendetl (Farwell 2004: 395). Consequently, the femaleybadd her sexuality
belong to the man that is her sole protector, fatheother and/or husband. In
consequence, her sexual purity is the measurenfidm$ enasculinity and honour
(Diken & Bagge Laustsen 2005: 117-118, Olujic 193®:35).

In consequence, war rape is an act of communicabetween men
(Brownmiller 1975: 13). It represents the symbalefeat and humiliation of the
men connected to the woman raped. She has lostahexr and accordingly, they
have failed in protecting their property and toffiea their masculinity; they
have lost their honour (Olujic 1998: 39).

2.2 The Abnormality of Wartime Rape

Related, the extensive consensus regarding rapen aollective and socially
constructed act, has given way to the debate regavdeather wartime rape is to
be seen as an abnormality with roots in the cir¢antes of war, or if there is a
relation between wartime rape and civilian rapee Vlew of wartime rape as an
abnormality resulting from the chaotic and inhuncanditions of war breaks that
with normal structures is rejected already by SuBawnmiller in “Against Our
Will; Men, Women and Rapg1975), one of the earliest writers on the matter.
Though, this perception of wartime rape, as a diewviahas for long been the
underlying assumption of writings on the matterdAhnot, the question of rape
has been downplayed. It is, to a large extentdisaiussed in the literature on war
and peace, or security studies.

However, more recent some researchers have emptiabie connection
between wartime rape and the civil society (Cockb2007, Card 1996, Olujic
1998, Stiglmayer 1994, Seifert 1996). For exampdjic emphasizes that
“gendered violence is not a special type of tortuseed only in war [,] its roots
are well established in peacetim@®lujic 1998: 31). Also Card (1996) focuses on

10



the similarities between martial rape and civilrape, and their use talisplay,
communicate and produce or maintain dominan@@ard 1996: 7).

Thus, wartime sexual violence is based in peacetsuoeiocultural
understandings of the (female) body, sexuality i;donnections to the concepts
of shame and honour. As Olujic (1998: 31-32) states

war rapes in the former Yugoslavia would not behsaa effective weapon of
torture and terror if it were not for [the] concemif honour, shame[] and sexuality
that are attached to women's bodies in peacetime.

That is, rape is collectively understood as an esgion of domination and
sexual violence during conflicts, and wartime rapasnot be understood outside
the frame of the meanings attached to the actpef i peacetime.

2.3 Rape as a Weapon of War

The now, commonly recognized understanding of wegtrape, as an collectively
understood act of domination, power and controk Haring the last decades
resulted in a major shift in the theorization of rime rape; towards the
conceptualization ofrape as a weapon of walBuss 2009: 145-146).

Today there is an almost unanimous academic as asellpolitical
consensus regarding war rapes as a deliberatesgsteinatically used as a tactic
of war by the military and governments to advancee group’s political,
economic, religious, or social position over anathéMilillo 2006: 196). Thus,
war rape is a politically motivated, deliberatet afcviolence targeting the enemy
group by a systematic and deliberate policy fogetng civilians, carried out
with the aim of physical and psychological destarctof a collective (group).
According to Snyder et al (2006: 19FBexual violence against women became a
tool of genocide for destroying trenemy’s honor, lineage, and nationAlso
expressed by Farwell (2004: 393), the motive oftwe rape is'to accomplish
ethnic cleansing and genetic imperialism as well as totrdgsan enemy’s
cohesion, spirit, anddentity”. Hence war rape is an act of terror and constitutes
both a weapon and a strategy of war, with the intenhumiliate, defeat and
extinguish the enemy group(s) physical as welludsial and psychological (Lee
Koo 2002: 525) and thus, t® be acknowledged as an integral part of warfare
(Buss 2009: 145).

2.4 Concluding Remarks

As has become evident in the discussion abovejmanmape has for long been
under-theorized in the literature. The phenomenas &dmost exclusively been
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theorized by feminist scholars, whose recent fomughe topic has resulted in
conceptualization of rape as a weapon of war (vegre). This is also the
underlying presumption for this thesis. Even thHoagfurther academic, as well
as political and judicial, discussion on the topiaape as weapon of war still is
needed, this thesis will shift focus. To the ldssotized aspect; the function of
rape as a weapon of war.

As become evident in the preceding discussioig foremost feminism
that has recognized the importance of a philos@brdescussion on the topic.
Accordingly this thesis will follow within the femist tradition, further outlined
in the following chapter. However, previous resbaras foremost focused on war
rape in relation to nationalism and the prevailingderstanding of either
masculinity or femininity as holding particular perties that result in the act of
war rape. Focus of this thesis, as will be dispilayethe succeeding chapters, is
on normative structure as the conditioners foratteof war rape. Particular focus
is placed on gender in accordance with the gendeatde of the topic.
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3 Theories

The analytical framework for this thesis consistssocial constructivism and
critical feminism. The choice of theories is motaa by the research objective
and the formula of the research question, whiclecesf a particular ontological
and epistemological understanding of the world. tTisamost consistent with
social constructivism. Further, the particular fean gender within this thesis
motivates the use of feminist theory; explicit theimg gender.

The combination of these theories is done with athge since critical
feminism is developed on a constructionist basssth® theories are in agreement
regarding ontology and epistemology these aspeetsliacussed only in relation
to social constructivism.

3.1 Social Constructivism

Social constructivism (hereafter constructivism)aisgeneric covering a broad
field of various theoretical approaches, with tieenmon of an anti-foundational
ontology and interpretive epistemology (Reus-Snm0D2 199). Hence, this
outline will present the central aspects of theotiie generally shared by all
constructivists, with emphasis on aspects cruoialtis research.

3.1.1 Ontology and Epistemology

Starting from basis, ontology refers to the questbbeing; the understanding of
the world and how it is organized (Marsh & Furlop@02: 18). Constructivism
holds an anti-foundational position. Meaning thia¢ world is constructed by
inter-subjective fabrics of meanings, values angfseand thus, inseparable from
our interpretation and understanding of it, i.ee thorld is socially constructed
(Ibid: 26, Hollis 2010: 17, 211-215, 224, 230). MSequently, as the world is
constructed by ideational dynamics, with focus loa $ocial realm as constitutive
for identities, norms, values and practices aretecdnally specific (Reus-Smit
2005: 206-207).

This anti-foundational ontology presumes a pardicubpistemological
position: what and how we can know about the wiBlergstrém & Boréus 2005:
21). Due to the understanding of the world as $lgatanstructed and inseparable
from our understanding of it, there is no valuesfkmowledge and no objective
truth to be discovered (Marsh & Furlong 2002: 18u&Smit 2005: 193). Rather,
actors are socialized to interpret and understdrad world from within the
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particular social structures they exists. Accortlinghere are multiple
understandings of the world (George & Bennett 20080). Hence, social
phenomena do not exist independent of their ingtgtions and has particular
meanings (Marsh & Furlong 2002: 26, Barleboo Weenglt2010: 175). Thus,
constructivism holds a hermeneutic or interpreéipestemology, meaning that the
world is to be understood from within. Consequeatiions are to be understood
rather than explained (Hollis 1994: 16, Marsh &lbag 2002: 20).

Thus, hermeneutic research focuses on understandinthe particular
meaning attributed to actions by actors rathem teagaging in producing
universal and causal laws, as favored by posisiisiollis 2010: 253, Marsh &
Furlong 2002: 28). Therefore, the methodology Uguziiosen for research is of
qualitative art, as for this thesis, and with foomsempirical research. Since there
is no objective truth, all knowledge and therebigmsiific research is founded on
interpretations of reality. Thus, transparency andlear use of theory and
methodology are crucial for hermeneutic researcleugRSmit 2005: 203,
Barleboo Wenneberg 2010: 80-88).

3.1.2 Structure and Agency

Another ontological aspect important to the comnfagion of this thesis research,
as well as for the general understanding of theldyaegards the relationship
between structure and agency. That is, to whatnéexségency respectively
structures shape the behavior of actors (Hollis02ab, McAnulla 2002: 271-
272). The constructivist position is related to thderstanding of the world as
socially constructed. Focus is on shared beliehsdand values, representing
particular meanings, as constituting a context fihiahs and constrain human and
political action. This establishes the construstivinderstanding of social life as a
structural product (Hollis 2010: 274).

Characteristic for constructivism is the emphasis mormative, or
ideational, structures as the organizing force ctiimg social and political
behavior. However, this does not mean a rejectioth@ importance of material
structures, but rather that material preconditiamsl structures acquire their
meaning from ideational ones that are the prenu$esocial interaction (Hollis
2010: 274, Reus-Smit 2005: 196). Accordingly, comgtvism rather sees
ideational and material structures as mutually ttutve; ideational structures
give meanings and legitimacy to the material omesia turn material structures
strengthen and uphold the ideational ones ( Reu#-Z%05: 209, Walt 1998: 7).

Structural approaches are criticized as deterngnistgiving explanatory
power solely to structures; thereby strip actors thkir entire agency.
Constructivism on the other hand understands sirestas constraining, not
determining and considers the relationship betwstuacture and agency as
mutually constitutive. Thus, the relationship betwethe two is dialectal.
Meaning that the identity and behavior of actorshaped and constrained by the
structure they exist within but that it is the prees of actors that maintain the
structures. Hence, social structures are not iaklitconstant but rather open for
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change, due to the reciprocal relationship withnaggMcAnulla 2002: 280-281,
George & Bennett 2005: 129, Reus-Smit 2005: 197).

3.1.3 Identity and Interests

As constructivism perceives the world as sociallgnstructed, actors are
understood as inherently social (Reus-Smit 2003).1&urther, as previous
outlined, constructivism focus on ideational stunes as determinants of social
interaction. Thus, actors interact, constrainedthsy inter-subjective, ideational
structures of norms, values and beliefs within theeast (Weber 2005: 64). The
institutionalizing force of these norms constitueegrame for the imaginative,

directing how actors perceive the world, what isappropriate behavior and how
they are to act. Thus, the social structure esladd the legitimate way of
conduct. Also, it is through this interactive sdization that actors acquire their
social identity (Reus-Smit 2005: 198). Accordinglglentities are socially

constructed (Reus-Smit 2005: 196, Weber 2005:65).

Further, it is these identities that are the basisnterest. The identity
acquired by social interaction informs and detessiactors” interest, and in turns
their actions. Thus, interests are endogenous iaatest, i.e. socially constructed
and not pre-given as presumed by rationalism (FSng- 2005: 197-199).
Consequently, actions reflect the context speeifilties attached to it within the
social structure it occurs (Hollis: 17, 151, 158)15In effect, all social and
political actions has meanings, derived from theachied ideas and values
reflecting a particular social convention, embeddethe wider structure, i.e. a
society (Ibid: 144, 151-156). However, as discussegrevious section, actors
hold agency and thus, the ability to either mamtai alter social structures (Reus-
Smit 2005: 197). Structural changes may result refarmation of identities and
interest, and thereby in changed behavior.

Since all social and political actions reflect parar values, norms and
ideas constructivism emphasizes an understanding obrtiThis by focus on
the identity of actors, since the identity is caldior how actors develop their
interests (Ibid: 197), and thus on the structunestroicting their social identities.
So, to understand actions is vital to understaedntieanings attached to them as
well as the identity formation of actors that is amnderstanding of the social
structures they are embedded within.

3.1.4 Social Constructivism and the Concept of Power

Central to political studies is the concept of pogweowever multifaceted and
holding different contents depending on one’s agmal position. The standard
definition of power with political science is presed as:X has power over Y if
he can get Y to do something that Y would not atiserdo” (Squires 2008: 33),
thus power is understood as “power over” (Ibid:.33)kes (1978) has provided a
model of distinctive subdivisions of the conceptpaiwer, usually labeled the
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three dimensions of power. The first dimension egponds with the standard
definition above. Focus is on actor’'s behavior bservable conflicts; A holds
power over B when he can make B act in ways B wothérwise not do. That is
coercive power.

In addition to this basic conceptualization of povike second dimension
consider power to include when A uses his positmpreclude the political and
societal debate by forming and reinforce particukdues, norms and practices, in
agreement with his own preferences (lbid: 33). Toastructivist notion of
power, as primary constituted by ideational fagtetseh as norms and legitimacy
(Reus-Smit 2005: 209), is more in agreement witls tecond-dimensional
conceptualization of power.

However this is not a perfect marriage, fist beeao$ the focus of
individualistic behavior as the source of powerd @econd the assumption that
power only is exercised in a visible and identifrednner. From a constructivist
view this underestimates the significance of treatinal and structural nature of
the social world, and thereliyhe importance of power to shape or determine
preferences themselvegSquires 2008: 34). Thus, constructivism is mare i
agreement with the broader, third-dimension of powere“the most effective
and insidious use of power is to prevent such minfover preferences] to
arising in the first place’(Lukes 1978: 23) Accordingly, constructivism does not
view power as a zero-sum game, as claimed by iwadit international relation
theory. Rather, power is understood as embeddedhinwithe structures
constituting the social world (Faith 1994: 40-4Hence power is diffuse and
elusive; however present all social interactios, actions.

3.2 Feminist Theory

| have chosen to complement the theoretical framlewed constructivism with
feminist theory, this due to the gendered naturevaf rape and the fact that it
primarily is feminist political theory that has tirezed gender. However, it is
difficult to talk about feminism as a single theorgther it is an amorphous term
including different schools of thoughts with difet ontological and
epistemological basis (Squires 2008: 14). Thush whe common focus on the
“relationship between gender and powe(Randall 2002: 109). The particular
strand of feminism; critical feminism chosen foinstranalysis is founded in
constructivism (Squires 2008: 60, 95, Tickner 2031). Since sharing the
ontological and epistemological position with sbcieonstructivism, the
combination of the two theories is with advantagelemented.

Due to the conformity with the constructivist plstgphy of science,
previously outlined, the following discussion cesteon concepts crucial to
feminism, formulated in accordance with the coraivist basis of critical
feminism, and not on ontological and epistemoldgicarequisites.
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3.2.1 The Construction of Gender

The two concepts crucial for feminism are gendet pawer. This section will

discuss the first concept: gender. Within feminiggender is considered
fundamental for understanding the world; one camenetand outside gender
since it is an integral and crucial aspect of ondestity (Squires 2008: 56, Weber
2005: 83). However gender is not something giver aoproduct of socialization,
i.e. gender is an ideational and social constrRenf¢lall 2002: 111). Thus, the
separation of gender and sex is vital.

Sex refers to the biological distinctness of maled aemale; the
biologically given premises that define one as egith man or as a woman.
Gender, on the other hand, refers to the constructi the two gender categories;
masculinity and femininity, constituted by cultdyablefined characteristics for
each category, which regulate the socially appat@rbehavior of each gender
(Lerner 1986: 238, Squires 2008: 54-55).

The two categories, masculinity and femininityursversally constructed
as a dichotomy, assigned distinctive properties. iRstance, from Plato and
Aristotle and further consolidated by the Enligmemt, masculinity has been
associated with culture, rationality and order, melas femininity has been linked
with nature, irrationality and chaos (Arneil 1998-ff). The dualism between the
genders is, according to de Beauvoir, an expressitime otherness of women. A
woman is not definetin herself but as relative to him [...] He is thelgect, He
is the Absolute — she is the Othdde Beauvoir 1997: 5). Thus, masculinity is the
norm to which women are defined by their otherndéssir femininity (Squires
2008: 60). Consequently, women are objectified muade passive in comparison
to the active subject of men (Faith 1994: 41, Ste€104: 23).

Thus, the gender categories are relational; thest exly in relation to
each other and do not have a stable relationshipediological categories of
male and female. That is, the feminine gender @lotated within the bodies of
male and vice versa (Squires 2008: 60-61). Howekierpiological sex is closely
connected with a particular gender. To be a “readéih or woman one ought to
hold masculine respectively feminine emotional gegchological characteristics
(Steans 2004: 10-11). Thus, gender is about knmelemleational and material
structures combine in reproducing social practiegsich in turn informs and
sustains gender relations (lbid: 32).

As mentioned, even though the gender dichotomges &s universal, the
assigned gender characteristics are understoodndsxtual and cultural specific,
resulting in a debate regarding the universality tbe identity woman.
Problematizing the categorization of women as amefied group sharing the
same experiences (Randall 2002: 111-112). Howegeerder is an integral part of
the individual identity and a universal gender sfne categorizing masculinity
and femininity. Thus, the demarcation of women (ameh) as a distinct group
due to their gender identity, entails different esiences of respectively group due
to their gender. Hence, women share experiencéiofy marginalized, due to
their gender (Weber 2004: 85, Steans 2004: 2742elsan 2005: 116). Therefore
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gender is a politically significant category (S@sir2008: 60) to recognize as the
basis for analysis.

3.2.2 Feminism and the Concept of Power

The second concept central to feminism is powanifsm attributes much of its
understanding of power to Foucault, viewifgower as a relation that both
constrains individuals and constitutes the conditiof possibility of their
freedom” (Squires 2008: 37)Accordingly the feminist notion of power is much
in line with the constructivist view and with Luk¢$978) third-dimension of
power. That power is embedded within the ideatiostalictures directing the
social interaction by influencing and constrainiactors’ preferences and thus,
power is constantly present in social interacti®quires 2008: 34).

Hence, power is a process between social actodsvi@imals, groups,
institutions and states) expressed by the impasitibthe belief-system of the
dominant part on the other. That is, the ideolodgythee dominant becomes
institutionalized in social norms and practices,vwasdl as in formal structures
(Lipman-Blumen 1994: 110). Thus, the ideationalnpses articulated by the
dominant part turn into what Foucault termeadimes of truth and holds
normalizing and regulatory functions (Ibid: 110&te 2004: 15).

In consequence, power is subtle and diffuses @mbedded in the social
structure and thus present in all human activitg aacial practices. Due to the
mutually constitutive relationship between struetand agency, the same action
expressing power also reaffirms it (Faith 1994:. 41énce, power is manifested
and consolidated by all relations constituting sloeial body. Consequently, the
prevailing “regime of truth” constitutes the justdtion of the prevalent power
relation between groups; it manifests and constdgldahe hegemony of the
dominant group (Lipman-Blumen 1994: 110, MacKind®89: 129).

3.2.3 Rape as an Expression of Power

The feminist understanding of rape, also holdirg@sensus outside feminism, is
the so-called power hypothesis (Gothschell 2008).1Bhat is, rape is considered
as an act of aggression, aiming at a manifestatibrpower, control and
domination, expressed by sexual means and not astasriginated in sexuality
(Milillo 2010: 198, Seifert 1996: 36, Costin & Schwe 1987: 46-47). Thus, rape
is a deliberate and intentional act of dominatiemeroother, by the infliction on
shame and humiliation on the victim (Braithwaité®@010).

Hence, rape is a social construct that acquiriagrieanings from social
structures. Thus, focus is on the collective synsbolof rape (MacKinnon 1989:
128). Consequently, rape is the communication @fggoHence, when transferred
into the context of conflict and war, the feministderstanding of rape becomes a
framework for the expression of domination and sdimation, both between
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individuals, but also between collectives (Braititeea2006: 10, Milillo 2010:
198).

3.2.4 Gender Hierarchy

As previous explained feminism regards genderlatioaal, and when adding the
feminist conceptualization of power, gender becomeascial structure based on
the power relation between the genders. Gendettitidsnare constructed from
this power structure and conversely, the structsifgroduced and maintained by
the social norms and practices that regulates gppte behavior of each gender
and thus structures social life (Squires 2008:&Bans 2004: 12, Tickner 2001:
15). Accordingly, gender relations are produced esroduced by the power
relation between them.

Thus, gender is a structure of social hierarchyrevfpower is unequally
located within the different genders, in favor ofasuoulinity. The gender
dichotomy that organizes social life is unequal doethe dualism where
masculinity is regarded as the norm, and feminirag/ the “other”. Thus,
femininity, and by the close association of theifene gender with the biological
sex of women, women are seen as inferior (Squitg8:299), as a symbol of
insufficient masculinity (Lerner 1986: 207). Conseqtly, masculinity, and
thereby men, is higher valued.

Hence, the gender structure is a system of maleeswgry and female
subordination. The location of power within the engloup, i.e. a system of male
domination have historically been refers to as fgh@riarchy (Steans 2004: 20).
However, since the original meaning of the ternripathy is “rules of fathers” |
prefer the terms sex/gender system or gender redihwse concepts, both, refer
to a broader, societal system of institutionalirele dominance, occurring in all
aspects of social life (Lerner 1986: 238-239).

As a consequence of the sex/gender regime wometidased on their
gender, have the same access to power as men asdnten and women are
fundamentally unequal. Women do not have the saooesa to political or
societal influence, or the possibility to contrbeir own lives as men (Arneil
1999: 3). Hence, the gender structure has clear fandeaching material
consequences in shaping the lives of women (Tick06d.: 32). In consequence,
the identities of masculinity and femininity suppaorale domination and female
subordination by reinforcing the power of the doamth (male) group.
Accordingly, the gender structure is used to jystlie unequal treatment of
women and provides a justification for a particufarm of social inequality
(Steans 2004: 11).
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3.3 The Analytic Framework

Taken together, the two theories, social constvistti and critical feminism will
be tied together in a theoretical framework asofel. Within the context of this
thesis the analysis is founded on the theoretisalimption that actions, by the
intermediate constructs of identity and interestlects values, norms and beliefs
constituting a normative structure that directskibbavior of actors. Also, focus is
on power as relational, constantly present witluaia interaction and expressed
by norms and actions. Thus, with the particulaufoof war rape as an act of
power, dominance and control, and not an act aiaaxature.

So, by an identification the meanings attachedéoparticular act of war
rape, we can establish the particular identitiess iaterests that direct the act, and
thus the structure sanctioning the use of rape a®apon of war. Due to the
gendered nature of the act of war rape, particidans will be placed on the
normative structure of gender.

Emphasis is on the significance of structure; hawethe mutually
constitutive relationship between structure anchages recognized, which opens
for a change of the prevailing structure.
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4 Method

The overall research design of this thesis is @litative nature. Chosen as the
most appropriate method for answer the researclstigne what normative
structureisreflected in the meanings attached to the act of war rape, and thus
as most correspondent with the research objediie®ifie 2002: 202). Implicit in
the aim of this thesis is a focus on social stmesas the conditions for actions,
with emphasize on understanding rather than on ataesplanations. This
corresponds with the constructivist ontology andstepology, previously
discussed. Therefore, on account of its consistemityh the interpretive
philosophy of science and thus, with the resealghctive, a qualitative method
is the most appropriate choice of conduct for thesis (Ibid: 201).

However, qualitative research has several diffecgr@ntations and thus,
this chapter will present the specific methodolagichoices made as most
suitable for answering to the research’s questiod abjective, within the
qualitative tradition.

4.1 Level of Analysis

Before a closer discussion of the methodologicalags made, there is a need to
further clarify one ontologically related aspect thfs thesis, important to the
methodological formulation of this research.

In previous chapter (3.1.2), the theoretical framewpresented the
understanding of structure and agency as mutualhgtdutive. This will be the
overall assumption of this thesis. Neverthelesg oeed to determine where to
start, what level of analysis is most appropriabe @inderstanding political
phenomena. This decision is always a difficult oBat in relation to gender,
which is at focus for this research, maybe evenensm. This since gender is
something that are not only as a normative andakatiucture, but also as an
integral part of our identities as humans (Squ2@88: 56, True 2005: 223). That
is, gender is always present, at all different lewed society and life; one can
never stand outside gender (Goldstein 2001: 1, W20@5: 83).

However, due to arguments presented in sectio,312y position on the
matter is to emphasis structure over agency. Thosys is on social and
normative structures as conditions for human adaiwh consequently, the level of
analysis is structural rather than actors oriented.
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4.2 Qualitative Method

This far, the research objective, and the followmegearch question, has been
formulated. The ontological and epistemologicalnpees of the research has
been discussed and outlined. To continue, thissecf the thesis provides an
examination of the specific methodological choiceade as most suitable for
answering the research question.

As previous recognized the objective as well asrédsearch question of
this thesis is ontological and epistemological puoidly connected to the
interpretive paradigm. That is, the phenomenon af vape is seen as socially
constructed. As resulting from a normative strugttirat attaches meanings and
understandings to the act, which in turn sanctisnfunction as a weapon and
thus, its use.

To get access to these meanings and understamdigie of its function,
the phenomenon needs to be understood from withicontext. Due to the focus
on a holistic understanding of the examined phemamgean interpretation of the
meanings attached to it within the contextual pnedttons is necessary and thus,
the most suitable choice of method is the qualtathethod (Devine: 198-199,
201, Schofield-Ward 2009: 75).

Another motive for using a qualitative method isittlt allows for the
focus on normative structures, crucial to meetdbjective of this thesis (George
& Bennett 2005: 9).

As previous mentioned there are several differesighs available within
the qualitative tradition. The choice of designtfaus thesis the case study design,
conducted as a qualitative text analysis. The ¥ahg sections will discuss those
choices more thoroughly.

4.2.1 Case Study Design

Within political science, the design usually preéerfor qualitative research is the
case study method or the small comparative casky.stine choice made for this
thesis is the case study design, favoured for thiétyato offer a detailed
examination of the particular aspect of the phemmmechosen for inquiry
(Eckstein 2009: 121-123, George & Bennett 2005: 5).

Crucial for the conduct of a case study is the tifieation of the
population to which the phenomenon of interest ihgsoand second, the choice of
the particular unit, i.e. case, to analysis (Esmaset al 2003: 172). According to
George and Bennett (2005: 17) a case as finstance of class of events”
constituted by whatever “bounded system” that drsotentific interest (Stake
2009: 23). Within this definition, the phrase “sdaof events” refers to the
phenomenon of interest, i.e. the population of @ialinterest. Hence, the term
“instance” refers to the particular cases(s) withie particular population selected
for analysis. Within the context of this thesis tt&ss of event igar rapeand the
instance, i.e. case, chosen for analysis of thengghenon is the war rapes
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committed within the context of ethnic cleansingBasnia-Herzegovina during
the war in 1992-1995.

A case study is conducted in a focused and stredtunanner. That
concerns a detailed examination of a specific aspethe chosen case, carried
out through a standardized process for the catlectind analysis of the data
collected (George & Bennett 2005: 67). In quaNlatresearch this procedure
usually refers to the use of a number of specifid precise questions applied to
the material used for inquiry (Esiasson et al 2GC88B). The overall purpose is to
draw different aspects of the case together intwoader understanding of the
phenomenon as such (George & Bennett 2005: 67).

| chose the case study design due to its abilitypriovide a tetailed
examination of an aspect of a historical episodedéwelop or test historical
explanations that may be generalizable to othenes/gGeorge & Bennett 2005:
5). A historical episode is equivalent to a clas®wents. This since a detailed
examination is essential for corresponding with tlomtological and
epistemological underpinnings of the objective bl tthesis (Ward-Schofield
2009: 93). The ambition to understand the meanaitggched to the act of war
rape, and thus identifies the normative structurat tsanctions its function,
requires an understanding of the selected case fmitimin. Consequently, a
detailed examination, best provided by a case stieygn, is the most suitable
choice for the conduct of this thesis.

This for two reasons, first the capacity to focus rmrmative structures
which enables an understanding corresponding with research objective.
Second, the ability to include contextual premiseich opens for the holistic
understanding of the phenomenon of war rape, witienspecific case, as needed
for the analysis that are to performed within tbhatext of this thesis (Stake 2009:
21, Donmoyer 2009: 49-50, Devine 2002: 198-201).

Hence, a detailed case study is most suitable faterstanding the
phenomenon of war rape, by a detailed examinatfoitsaneanings within the
contextual settings provided by the case chosearfalysis.

Further, the case study design is chosen in accoedwith the partially
heuristic objective of this thesis (Eckstein 20QB6); the formation of a
hypothesis regarding the necessary condition ®ifdihction of rape as a weapon
of war. With the aim to contribute to a theoretidagvelopment on the field of
research, by provide a hypothesis for further ngsfGeorge & Bennett 2005: 25-
27, 67). Based on the ability to identify relasobetween the complex and
interconnected conditions within a case, a caseysisl appropriate for develop
possible explanations of the phenomenon examined: (R5). However, the
hypothesis formed within this research has smalegaizing objective, rather the
aim is to develop a primarily theoretical construce. a hypothesis on the
function of war rape that serves as foothold fathier research (Ibid: 5, Eckstein
2009: 136). Thus, the hypothesis needs to bedutdsted on, on a different and
larger sample, before holding generalizing valig®eorge & Bennett 2005: 5).

Noteworthy, the word explained are not to be urtdexbin its positivistic
meaning, as the identification of causal chainsrhatlier as an understanding of
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the meanings attached to the act of war rape. RaaBean understanding of the
necessary condition for its function as a weapahthus, its use.

4.2.2 Case Selection

The population universe relevant for this reseaichthe occurrence of the
phenomenon war rape that is, when rape has beehassa weapon in war.
Accordingly, the population is narrowed to case®. igeographical areas
(countries of regions) where rape has been ackmpsttas used as a weapon of
war. The choice of the particular case of inquisyto be discussed in the
following section.

As implied in the case study design, the caselectsz due to a strategic
sample/selection. In accordance with the reseabpctive, the case is selected
on the dependent variablhe occurrence of war rap& his mode of strategic
selection is criticized for resulting in selectibas; a systematic error in the
sample that will result in either understating orerstating the relationship
between independent and dependent variables (G&Bennett 2005: 22-23).
However, case studies, such as this research, mmtcwith the identification of
variables necessary for the examined phenomenevitd@advantage strategically
select cases on the dependent variable (Ibid: 23el#e to the limited ambitions
of generalizability (Esaiasson et al 2003: 171-173)

Further, the objective of this research is to dgwpdhe understanding of
the function of war rape by the identification bktvariable necessary. Thus the
most important aspect in the selection of caskasorrespondence and relevance
of the particular case for the objective (Georg&&nnett 2005: 83). For those
reasons, and the need of a close and detailed eatam, thus depending on the
factor of availability of relevant material, | hechosen to focus solely on the
case of war rapes committed by within the contéxtbnic cleansing ilBosnia-
Herzegovinaduring the period of 1992-1995. Hence this is tlheetand space
demarcations of the historical episode i.e. casseam for inquiry.

This selection is strategically made for correspomith the research
objective of generate a hypothesis on the necessamgition for the function of
rape as a weapon in war.

The first criterion of selection is the dependeatiable; the occurrence of
war rape, i.e. the recognized use of rape as aameapwar within the particular
instance. This is further related to the criterddravailable and relevant material.
The political, judicial and academic awareness oar wape and the
conceptualization of rape as weapon of war follgnime ethnic cleansing in BiH
ensure the availability of adequate material fas tiesearch, not applicable for
many other cases.

Also, the international recognition of the use ajpe as a weapon of war
within the context of ethnic cleansing in BiH, usedh genocidal intent, resulted
in a particular, political, judicial and academitdrest in the war rapes committed
in BiH. Hence, a hypothesis developed from the nmsiminent case of the
phenomenon is more likely to ensure political andigial interest and attain
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adequate focus to subject. Hence, an empirical sfoon BiH is the best
opportunity for positioning war rape as subjecthwitthe field of security studies
and thus, opens the door for further research.

4.2.3 Qualitative Text Analysis

Hence, the research objective and the directirestipn have been presented, a
research design chosen and cases for analysideskl@he next, crucial step,
concerns the collection of data and the procediuamalysis.

As previous discussed the methodological choicesrade based on their
ability to provide the most plausible answer to tlesearch question and
objective. In accordance with the objective andctmnect this inquiry with
prevailing research on the area, together withfahethat several high qualitative
single case studies have been performed on theduttjis research will be
performed as a qualitative text analysis (Esaiags@h 2003: 233). Thus, the data
collected is foremost secondary material (Ibid:)233

The research objective, to identify the social dtrite sanctioning the
function of war rape, by an understanding of thennegs attached to the act of
war rape, expresses an interpretative theory ofnsel. Hence, as previous
outlined, a comprehensive understanding of the inemon of war rape and its
contextual premises is crucial. This requires & dnld in depth analysis of the
particular aspects chosen for examination (Georgd Bennett 2005: 5).
Consequently, a qualitative text analysis thatvedldor a holistic and complex
understanding of a case is used with advantageadssm et al 2003: 233).

Also, this technique for data collection providbs possibility to include
a larger material within the context of this thesian any other method would.
Thus, in accordance with the need of a detailedcantprehensive understanding
of the particular case, this is the most suitab&hmd of analysis for this thesis
(George & Bennett 2005: 67).

A qualitative text analysis is performed as anrptetation and analysis of
already expressed understandings on the examinedboptenon (Esiasson et al
2003: 245). This conducted as a close readingetdxt as an entirety, its parts
and a consideration of the context it is producdthim; which opens for a
comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon eeam(lbid: 247). The
analysis is performed in accordance with the hesugn circle; the parts are
interpreted from the entirety and the entirety frais parts. The aim is to
understand the explicit as well as the implicitteon in order to fully understand
the text as a whole and thus, focus is on passages parts crucial for
understanding the texts as an entirety (Ibid: 233, Bergstrom & Boréus 2005:
25).

Hence, qualitative text analysis is performed bkirag specific and clear
defined questions to the text. The question (s)cardigured in accordance with
the research objective and refined to provide dormmed and explicit answer to
the research question and done through a closenatepth reading of the texts
chosen for analysis. Here, two different proceduaes available; the open
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approach where only a general demarcation of tha af interest is done and the
answer are to be found within the material, or tokwvith predefined categories
(Esaiasson et al 2003: 240).

In accordance with its objective the use of texdlgsis within this thesis
leans more towards an open approach. This sincedetermined categorization
would be counterproductive for this research aredftitus on meanings. Thus a
categorization might lead to a loss of content bgrlmoking the complexities
required for identifying the necessary variabled1®240), and thus reduce the
research’s reliability.

Thus, within the context of this thesis, the temalgsis is performed in a
focused and structured manner, carried out by adatdized analysis of the
material (George & Bennett 2005: 67, Esaiassonl &083: 238).). The same
question is applied to all materiavhat normative structure is reflected in the
meanings attached to the act of war rape? Further the analysis is configured
(Eckstein 2009: 135-136), as outlined in the preggdhapter (3), in accordance
with the theoretical framework of social construisinm and critical feminism.
Consequently, regardless of the open approaclarnttwers produced are to some
extend objects of constrains, postulated by theidoon social structure and
gender.

The text analysis is conducted in two steps. Thet fstep is the
identification of the meanings attached to the aftwar rape. The almost
unanimous consensus explains the use of rape asapow of war in BiH in
relation to the ethno-nationalistic and patriarat@itext of the war. Therefore the
first step of the analysis is performed in relationthe ethno-nationalist context of
the war and patriarchal structure of the societye $econd step consists of the
identification of the meanings attached to war rapi¢h the normative structure
producing these specific meanings and thus, prarnibke function of rape as a
weapon of war.

4.2.4 Text Selection

The data collected mainly consists of secondaryenat primary books, and
articles collected from academic journals. Furthwrreports from organizations
such as the UN working close to these issues, #sawgudicial documents from
the ICTY and ICC has been used. Further, discuspapers from submits
confronting these issues on a global scale, asasddirticles produced by scholars
and journalists conducting research on this pddidopic have been used.

The material has been selected by an open app(Baalasson et al 2003:
244). The criterion for selection, due to somewlraited availability, was the
addressing of the topic of war rape in a relevart eredible manner. The texts
examine the phenomenon of war rape within the sslecase and in relation to
other empirical researches, as well as more piplusal and judicial approaches
to the phenomenon.

The majority of the material regarding the topicp®duced within the
feminist tradition, or at least labeled as suchuslht runs the risk of reproducing
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a bias. However the neglect of sexual violence wadime rape, as well as the
use of rape as weapon of war within the traditiqmeispectives of international
relations and security studies, together with adewtheorizing of gender is still
prevailing. Consequently, research on gender, $exolence and war are almost
exclusively produced within the feminist perspeetivand thus the available
material is to a large extent produced within temihist tradition or labeled as
feminist, even if so not necessary is the case.

Although | oppose the categorization of wart rapeaavoman’s issue, |
recognize the gendered nature of the phenomendrtharmmajority of the victims
of war rape are women and girls. Therefore | belihvat a feminist theoretical
framework is fruitful for an understanding of thegmomenon and its function.
Thus, the open approach of the empirical matesacomplemented with a
strategic selection (Ibid 2003: 244) of materiabypding a feminist theoretical
analysis of the society and civil rapes. This fartttomplemented with the
strategic choice of theoretical material presentimggsocial constructivist theory.

A potential criticism of the material regards tlmsensus conceptualizing
the rape as a weapon of war. However this is thieegty unanimous political,
judicial and academic consensus, to which | agkés®, this conceptualization is
the underlying premises of this thesis, and thresalt of a conscious choice.

4.3 Critique

All research methods are targets of critiques fopposing perspectives, and so is
the qualitative method. The disadvantages most camym emphasized
concerning the case study design regards the ityalid produce results,
generalizable across a large population (Stake :209® This for two related
reasons: the focus upon the particular and thetiaestrategic selection of cases.
The objection goes follows, when focusing on theipalar one usually uses a
small, strategically chosen sample of cases, andsethfindings are
unrepresentative since the sample itself is unsgotative (Devine 2002: 204).

However, due to the ability to offer detailed exaations of the
phenomenon, case studies are preferable when oomgecomplex social
processes, often applied to cases within sociansel (lbid: 5-9), and for
identifying new variables or hypothesis.

Further, case studies generally makes limited sgmtative and
generalizable claims, but are in advantage wherffiprathis research, concerned
with generating new hypothesis” and theory develpn(George & Bennett
2005: 19-22), due to its ability to identify newriadbles. Nevertheless case
studies usually do hold some generalising ambitidhen, the challenge is to find
a balance between theoretical parsimony and exganaichness of the
particular case(s). By a clear definition of thepplation to which the results
applies, a case study as this research, contriboitdseory development. Among
other things by generating new hypothesis” forherrttesting (Ibid: 33) and thus,
the findings are of more general interest tharnust the particular case examined.
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Another, related disadvantage, associated with- @asemall comparative
studies are the danger of selection bias in tregegjic selection of cases (George
& Bennett 2005: 22). However, the objective forstthesis motivates a strategic
selection. A hypothesis on the necessary condftiothe use of war rape, that is
to identify the potential origin to its function @asweapon requires a strategic
selection on the dependent variable (lbid: 23, 23). Nonetheless, the
disadvantage connected to select cases on the diypewariable, is the
difficulties to isolate a specific causal relatibips (Esaiasson et al 2003: 227).
However, this is of little concern for this resdarsince its objective is to
formulate a hypothesis for further testing.

Regarding the method of data collection, qualigattext analysis, the
critigue mainly concerns its interpretational natuFirst, interpretation requires
subjectivity and thus different answers can be mjite the same question,
depending on who is asked. This contrasts the ipissit notion of scientific
objectivity and results in several “truths” and Isy positivists dismissed as
unscientific. However, this is the result of a di#fnt ontology as well as
epistemology; the interpretative position to whichere. Also, the interpretive
aspect is criticised for result in difficulties figgating the study, which leads to
complications for its external validation (Devin802: 204-207). However, this
can be resolved by using theory and method ina @ed transparent way, and in
so doing elucidate the research process by exelairy step of the analysis.

4.4 Validity and Reliability

To concepts central to all scientific research\akdity and reliability, used to
control the quality of the research. Initially tle®ncepts were intended for
quantitative research, so within the qualitativentegt of this thesis the
applicability is more complicated and thus, in neédonsideration.

Customarily the concept of validity refers to thenformity between the
theoretical concepts and the empirical implememtatf the study. That is,
whether the design and method of the research mesaghe concepts intended for
inquiry (Babbie et. al. 2007: 15, Esaiasson et @032 20, 67-69). Within
qualitative research, still with the same senseneéning but a slightly different
application the concept of validity is concernedhwihe transparency of the
analyst’s interpretation of the material, sinces timterpretation is crucial for the
analysis. Hence, validity refers to how well-fouddde conclusions are within
the empirical, i.e. with the material used (Esaasst al 2003: 20, Flick 2006:
371). In the context of this research, validityersfto the ability offered to the
readers to follow the process of analysis by aildetand accurate presentation of
the empirical material, offering the transparencgeded for establish an
independent understanding of the material.

Closely connected is the concept of reliabilitg, the replication ability of
the research. That is, whether the analysis woutdlyce the same results, if
executed by the same method but by another resrgiGorge & Bennett 2005:
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106, Babbi et al 2007: 16). Due to the interpretiag¢ure of qualitative research,
e.g. depending on one’s understanding of realitg, gossibility to reproduce a
result is somewhat limited. However, a clear arahgparent approach in the
application of the theoretical concepts on the eicgdi will provide the best
condition for reliability within a qualitative coext. By providing the opportunity
for the reader to follow every step in the procebksnalysis reliability can be
achieved within the context of qualitative resedelick 2006: 371). Thus, | will
try to present each step of this thesis as clepoasible. By motivate and explain
the theoretical and methodological choices madhimvihe context this study, as
well as conduct the analysis by a transparent egupdn of the theoretical
concepts on the material, reliability can be achikefor this thesis.
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5 Analysis

As elucidated in the method chapter, the analgsperformed as a qualitative text
analysis of the case chosen for inquiry, the ethdeansing of Bosnia-
Herzegovina (1992-1995)) and the war rapes heraritied. In accordance with
the ontological position and the research questdrgt normative structure is
reflected in the meanings attached to the act of war rape? The focus of this
analysis is on the particular meanings attachethéoact of war rape and what
social structure these reflect.

As outlined in the theoretical chapter (3.3), thealgsis is conducted
within the framework of social constructivism anditical feminism. In
consequence, it is founded in the theoretical apiom that actions (by the
intermediate constructions of identity and intérestlect the values, norms and
beliefs constituting the normative structure dimggtactors behaviour. Also, with
a focus on power as something relational, constaptesent within social
interactions and expressed by norms and actionsordimgly, by identifying the
meanings attached to the particular act of war,raqgecan establish the identities
and interests that direct the act, and thus thetstre sanctioning the use of rape
as a weapon of war.

Emphasis is on the importance of normative strectior constraining
actions; however, since social constructivism idiexst structure and agency as
mutually constitutive, the analysis will also tky tecognize this relationship and
the influence actors have on the structure.

The chapter is organized as follows; a short intotidn of the political
background to the ethnic cleansing resulting in uke of war rape in Bosnia-
Herzegovina, followed by a discussion of rape aseapon of war within the
context of ethnic cleansing. It concludes with thealysis of the meanings
attached to the act of war rape and what strudtuese reflects. This part is
divided in three sections, rape as weapon targetiagBosnian Muslim women,
the Bosnian Muslim men and the Bosnian Muslim abile as a whole.

5.1 War rape in Bosnia-Herzegovina

5.1.1 Political Background

The political upheaval of Eastern Europe, whicHoiwkd the weakening and
dissolution of the Soviet Union at the end of 1980sl early 1990s, entailed
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political, social and economic turmoil in the regias a whole (Olujic 1998: 32).
The most extreme and horrendous effects were baséett by the Balkan Wars
(1991-1995) that followed the fallout and collapst the Socialist Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia in 1991.

In the summer of 1991, Croatia and Slovenia, twthefsex principalities
constituting the Federal Republic, declared theidependence. Soon, war
between Croatia and parts of what later remainedhefFederal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) erupted. Leas thyear later, in the spring
of 1992, Bosnia-Herzegovina followed and declarsdindependence. Bosnia-
Herzegovina was a society segmented by ethnic lamek the most ethnically
diverted of the principalities, with the majority thhe population belonging to one
of the three ethnic groups: Bosnians (Muslims) 48¥#rbs 31%, and Croats 17%
(Stiglmayer 1994: 16-17). During the period uplte tndependency referendum,
ethnic tension rose. Under Radovan Karadzic, a iBosBerb state, Republika
Srpska, was declared, within Bosnia-Herzegovinantory (Gerner & Karlsson
2005: 254-256).

Ultimately, in April 1992, when BiH declared itsdependence, Bosnian
Serb troops, backed by Belgrade and the JNA, laath@ campaign of ethnic
cleansing, primarily targeting Bosnian Muslimspirler to establish and secure a
Bosnian Serb state clean from “non-Serbs”. Thei8eréthnic cleansing resulted
in horrendous atrocities; killings, mayhem, massacsuch as Srebrenica and
mass rapes that were fuelled by ethnic hatred:(2b&, Snyder et al 2006: 189),
designed to force all “non-Serbs” out of the temyt(Stigimayer 1994: 19).

5.1.2 Rape as a weapon of war in Bosnia-Herzegovina

The number of victims of sexual torture; rapes,us¢éxnutilations and forced
sexual abuse between family members, such asexdletween fathers and sons
or the rape of mothers by their sons in BiH id stilknown (Olujic 1998: 40-41
Bedont & Hall Martinez 1999). Thus, an estimated@® to 50 000 Bosnian
Muslim women and girls were raped during the waifgdt 1994: 55).

As outlined in the research overview (part 2.3),patsent, the most
influential understanding of war rape is what Gditdl (2004: 131) labels as a
strategic rape theory. That is, war rape is cona@jzied as a coherent, deliberate
and systematic tactic used to achieve the stramgapts of warfare (Ibid: 131).
Implicitly, war rape is instrumental and used aweapon of war (Buss 2009:
145).

This is also the consensus regarding the war rapesmitted in BiH.
Unanimously the international community, includthg UN, EU, ICC and ICTY,
recognized the rapes as a weapon of war (Farrvix€lt.2391-393, Bergoffen
2009: 307-309, Pearce 2003:543).War rape was agradt part of the Serbian
campaign of ethnic cleansing and used with genbaidant (Bergoffen 2009:
308, Hagen & Yohani 2010: 17). According to Oli{it998: 40), EU defined the
rapes as;
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“a deliberate pattern of abuse [where] rapes cabaseen as incidental to the main
purpose of the aggression but as serving a stcapegpose in itself™”

Likewise, the UN established that rape and sexumis@ of women
constituted a deliberate weapon of war within tregbfn campaign of ethnic
cleansing (Diken & Bagge Laustsen 2005: 113). Thal gvas, by the extrusion
and destruction of the Bosnian Muslim collective, dthnically “clean” the
territory and to establish a Serbian state (Bu§92045-146, Farwell 2004: 393).

The use of rape as weapon within the context afietbleansing in BiH
is, in an almost unanimous academic as well asigadlconsensus, understood in
line with the two most influential theoretical appches on the subject;
nationalism and the patriarchal structure of thé&k&a societies. Hence, the first
step in this analysis, to identify the meaningsicited to the act of rape, when
used as a weapon, is performed from the establishddrstandings of war rape
as result of the ethnic nationalist context of e (Siefert 1996, Stigimayer,
1994, Yval-Davies 1997) and the traditional, patti@l culture still prevalent in
Balkan societies (Olujic 1998, Farwell 2004).

5.2 Understanding the function of War Rape in
Bosnia- Herzegovina

As established, within the context of the war itHBwar rape was foremost used
as a tool of ethnic cleansing, primarily targetthg Bosnian Muslim collective,
by raping Bosnian Muslim women, due to their etlipicThe intent was the
physical, psychological and cultural annihilatiohtloe collective as whole (Lee
Koo 2002: 528, Milillo 2006: 199).

By targeting the individual women with rape, themassociated with her
and in extension the collective she belongs to,targeted. Thus, beyond the
scope of rape as a physical attack on the diretinvj war rape also constitutes a
psychological attack on individuals and collectivaso are not directly targeted
(Lee Koo 2010: 528, Olujic 1998: 39). Hence, thée @fcwar rape holds social
meanings that constitute its function as a weapon.

So, in accordance with the theoretical framewosklier outlined, the first
step of the analysis is the identification of theamings attached to the act of war
rape.

5.2.1 Rape as a Weapon of War; Targeting Bosnian Musliomi&h
Although the primary target of war rape in BiH wettee Bosnian Muslim

collective, rape is first and foremost an attaclorughe individual. In this
particular case it was mainly women who were theativictims of rape.
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Beyond the scope of rape as a physical attackctingy massive bodily
trauma such as mutilations, sterilization and esgtleath by the loss of blood or
internal bleedings (Card 2002: 3, Snyder et al 2086), rape is also a moral and
psychological attack on a woman (Milillo 2006:198urthermore, not only did
war rape function as a tool of genocide by theatjrphysical death of Bosnian
Muslim women, it also aimed for the social and wat death of the Bosnian
Muslim nation, by the rape of women particularlafd 2002:10, May Schott
2011: 6). Thus, when targeting women, rape hasubldeedged function as a
weapon of ethnic cleansing.

The efficacy of war rape for a social death is edoin traditional Balkan
cultural praxis of patrilineage (Zadruga) (Oluji®9B: 33). Within this context
women are merely valued as wives and mothers, tutage wives and mothers,
with the sole obligation to reproduce the lineae; family name follows that of
the father since male blood is deemed as stromger female (Diken & Bagge
Laustsen 2005: 115, Olujic 1998: 35, Seifert 1986. Subsequently, women are
reduced to incubators for the male genes, blooéaie and ethnicity (Diken &
Bagge Laustsen 2005: 115).

The function of women as incubators lends the ferbaldy and sexuality
significance, with particular focus on the impordanof female sexual purity:
virginity and chastity (Ibid: 117). Hence, it is portant to control and protect the
female sexuality. The result is an honour-and-shdmlkotomy attached to the
female body and sexuality (Olujic 1998: 34). Consedly, women represent the
honour and shame of their families, and therefarmjan’s honour is situated in
the sexual purity of his female kin (Hagen & Yoha6i0: 17).

Within this context of an honour-and-shame compéergaped woman is a
decayed woman (lbid: 16). There is an enormousakstigma attached to being
raped, “when your sexuality is destroyed, so is your moibed and your
dignity” (Milillo 2006: 199). A raped woman is destroyetirfty and a shame to
her family. Every so often, she is rejected by fegher and/or husband and
consequently socially stigmatized and excluded ftbencommunity (Ronjnik et
al 1994: 313). This stigmatization derives from tinederstanding of female
sexuality. When raped, a woman is no longer puckthos, her function as an
incubator is reversed and she is no longer desiraitable as a wife or mother
(Olujic 1998: 34).

Hence, a raped woman is deprived of value. Whenvaler is lost so is
her dignity; she is no longer bringing a meaningh®world and thus her identity
and humanity is lost (Bergoffen 2009: 311-312).

One ambition for targeting women with war rapehsst to devalue the
individual by inflicting humiliation and dishonown her person (Diken & Bagge
Laustsen 2005: 113), byshaming [them] out marriage and thus, motherHood
(Milillo 2006: 199). This is a mean for dissolvisgcial ties and loyalties that will
attack the collective identity and disband the alofabric and thus bring about
physical, cultural and psychological annihilatidritee Bosnian Muslim collective
as a whole (Hagen & Yohani 2010- 17).

So, the first step of the analysis shows that thection of rape as a
weapon, when targeting women, is reliant on théitplio make them abject to
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their social context (Franco 2007: 28, Diken & Badgustsen 2005: 117) by the
following social stigmatization and shame. (Ibidi3l This shame is the
consequence of the intricate relation between hurd@mity/humanity and
motherhood (bringing a meaning into the world) @s¥fen 2009: 312). A raped
woman is, as earlier stated, deprived of all héwesaince she no longer fulfils the
criteria for being a wife or mother. Hence the megrattached to war rape within
this context is the infliction of shame upon thped woman.

The second step of the analysis is to isolatedbatities, and thereby the
underlying normative structure, entailing the shamneé devaluation following the
act of war rape.

The positioning of women as incubators, and théovohg interest in
controlling female sexuality, expresses the saélbn of men’s entitlement to
women'’s bodies (Hagen & Yohani 2010: 14), paratlelgth the social construct
of women as men’s properties (Ibid: 14). In effébe positioning of women as
property also positions men as property holders.

In accordance with the theoretical framework, mer avomen are
connected within a dichotomy due to the close ifieation of each sex with
respectively gender identity (Steans 2004: 10-Id¢n with masculinity and
women with femininity.

The understanding of women as properties, onlyioibg a value in
relation to a man (father husband or brother) (©ILP98: 39-41, 45), reveals an
understanding of women as weak and passive whelepiposite is valid for men.
As the property holder men are understood as aene as in possession of
power. This reflects the universal gender constafichasculinity and femininity
(Carter 2010: 360).

Due to the dualism of gender, where masculinitypr@senting power,
control and domination) is normative, femininity irs its status as “the other”
inevitable constructed as the opposite to masctylinveakness, passivity and
subordination (Zurbriggen 2010: 539-541, SquireB®0). Hence, masculinity
is acknowledged as an active subject, assigned sathiagency and thereby
reducing femininity to a passive object. This rezkigvomen to passive objects,
l.e. property, through the intricate relation betwdemininity and the female sex.
Conversely, the agency assigned to masculinityegaden as property holders
(Hagen & Yohani 2010: 14). Inherent in the gendiemtities and their dualistic
relation, women are positioned as objects for rpalger and domination.

This gender dualism clearly reflects an asymmdtipcaver relation, in
favour of masculinity (Carter 2010: 360). The résafl this dualism being the
norm is the material establishment of a sex/gemelgime that institutionalizes
male domination and female subordination (Okezawg-2010: 372). Within the
Bosnian Muslim society this is materialized by tkecialization of men’s
entittement to the female body, e.g. the contrdieofiale sexuality and their only
value being as incubators (Diken & Bagge Laust€02115, Hagen & Yohani
2010: 17).

Hence, the passivity and weakness assigned to wadmeahe social
construct of male power, obtained by the agencygasd to masculinity
(MacKinnon 1989:129). The normative power of maisiiyl institutionalized in
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society and as such, holding a regulatory funciwdngender behaviours, (in
particular female virginity and chastity). In cogsence, the material reduction of
women to properties is legitimized and sustainedtlhy norms of gender
hierarchy. In turn, the social practices, reflegtthe normative structure further
socializes the gender norm of female chastity &nd,tmanifest and maintain and
reinforce the norm of male domination and femalbosdination (George &

Bennett 2005: 129, Reus-Smit 2005: 197). Thus, dbr/gender regime is
produced and reproduced by the mutual constituehfsgructure and actors and
as normative and material structures (Reus- Sn@52097, Walt 1998: 7).

In summary, the function of war rape, targeting veonwvith the objective
to inflict social stigma and thus shame upon thdividual woman, in order to
break the social ties of the community, is reliant the gender construct of
women as passive objects. This gender construinahinity, and thus women,
as passive objects to male agency and power hakecsn men’s entitlement to
women’s bodies. The following focus on sexual puig crucial for women’s
value. Hence, it is this emphasis on female sepusty, following the feminine
gender identity of passivity that exposes wometaagets of war rape. As shown,
femininity being equal to passive is the outcometlod hierarchical gender
dichotomy that constructs femininity as the ansike of the normative
masculinity. In conclusion, it is the asymmetrigawer relation constructed
within the sex/gender regime that sanctions theafisape as a weapon of war,
targeting women.

5.2.2 Rape as a Weapon of War; Targeting Bosnian Muslen M

Although war rape is a direct physical attack os fioremost, individual woman,
she is not the primary target. Rather, women agets of war rape as a message
to the indirect, but primary targets: the men docieonnected with her (Card
1996: 6-7). Hence, above all, war rape is an adoaimunication between men
Thus, the meanings communicated by the act of ape,ris the psychological
targeting of men (Koo Lee 2010: 328, Braithwait®@010).

The purpose served by the war rapes (targetingim8iH) is connected
to the same honour-and-shame complex as war ragetitay the women. The
enforced degradation of the Bosnian Muslim womene do war rape, also
humiliates the men associated with them (Diken &dgalustsen 2005: 117). As
earlier explained, the honour of a man is situatatie sexual purity of his female
kin (Olujic 1998: 34). Consequently, a man incapatl protecting his women
and their sexual purity loses his honour (lbid:.38)r this reason, the war rapes
in BiH were frequently committed in front of othimmily members or in public
(Milillo 2006: 10).

The intent of war rape was to provide a settingretiee Bosnian Muslim
men were shown as incapable of defending the sexuey of their women (lbid:
118). By performing the degradation of the womepublic, the loss of her male
kin’'s honour is made visible and the humiliationbfiec The men are socially
stigmatized (Olujic 1998: 39, Millio 2006: 199).
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The humiliation of a man, by the rape of his wonaerjves firstly from
the loss of honour by the loss of sexual purityhisf kin, and secondly, from his
inability to protect his property: his woman, andhaher the family name and
lineage (Olujic 1998: 39). A man without honour aadman incapable of
protecting his property, also resulting in the lagshonour, he is branded as
impotent, as a pussy (Ibid: 44). In consequenoeam unable to protect the sexual
purity of his women loses his manhood; he is demaszed (Diken & Bagge
Laustsen 2005: 118).

Similar to the effect of depriving a woman of healue as wife and
mother, masculinity is integral to the male identihat a demasculinized man
does no longer fulfil the meanings of being a mEe. has lost his identity
(Bergoffen 2009: 312).

In conclusion, the meanings communicated between ke targeting
women with war rape is humiliation and demascuétian, with the overall goal
of the physical, social and cultural annihilatidnttbe Bosnian Muslim collective
as a whole (Hagen & Yohani 2010: 16-17).

The next step of this section is the identificatioh the normative
structure, by the intermediate identities thateflected in the humiliation and
demasculinization attached to the act of war rape.

First of all, the possibility to humiliate men bgrgeting women with war
rape derives from the construct of women as mergpgrty. As explained in the
previous section (5.2.1), this understanding, twatmen only obtain value as
incubators and by their sexual purity (Diken & Bag@austsen 2005: 115,
Farwell 2004: 394) is what makes it possible tordepwomen of their value due
to rape.

As previous outlined, the binary gender structunas categorized
femininity as passive objects. So, since the gendentities are relational,
masculinity holds the properties that femininity wiot. Masculinity is identified
as an active subject, in possession of agency @tigetclose connection of each
gender with a sex, materialized by the construatneh as the property holders
(Hagen & Yohani: 18).

The gender dichotomy has, as shown above, constridetmininity and
masculinity as opposites. Femininity is understasgassive, implicit women are
weak and subdued while masculinity is given agemogierialized as power,
control and domination (Carter 2010: 359-360). bnsequence, women are
valued as passive objects; incubators and men amgg kmen due to their
masculine agency, i.e. their ability to expresstdn power and domination
(Zubriggen 2010: 540-544). In extension, men amstacted as protectors and
women as to be protected (Carter 2010: 352, duWd@ii0: 288). A “real” man
shall protect his property, women, lineage, natind soil (Olujic 1998: 39).

Hence, the masculine identity, which determinestvth& to be a man, is
closely connected with the ability to protect tleswal purity of the female kin. In
consequence, the direct targeting of women with rape is a manifestation of
failed masculinity of the men connected with hes previous discussed, the
deprivation of masculinity is a loss of identityatHeaves the man without dignity
and value and reduces him as an agent (man) (Bengd®09: 312-313).
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Although a man’s honour is situated in the sexuwaity of his women, as
a result of the objectification of women. The malumiliation and
demasculinization following the targeting of womeith war rape is foremost a
consequence of the failure as a protector, expbgdtie inability to protect the
sexual purity of his women and with that his lineagame and soil (Snyder et al
2006: 190).

Hence, the construct of women as property and nsepr@perty holder
and women as to be protected and men as protesttire material manifestation
of the normative gender structure. It reflects thm@mative recognition of
femininity as weak, passive and submissive andctmgrary, masculine agency.
Accordingly, women are the objects of male poweat damination (Carter 2010:
359-360). That is, the universal sex/gender regifimaale domination and female
subordination (Okezawa-Rey 2010: 372).

To sum up, war rape functions as a psychologit¢atktargeting Bosnian
Muslim men due to its ability to inflict demascuiiation and thus, humiliation on
the individual man. As seen, the hierarchical andlidtic configuration of the
sex/gender regime results in the construct of nepratectors of the (passive)
women. The ability to protect is so closely mergath the masculine identity
that a man that fails to protect fails as a mamsgquently he is deprived of his
masculinity. In accordance with the gender dichgtdhis positions him as the
opposite to masculine, i.e. he is feminized. Furtdeie to the gender dualism,
feminization is equated with the loss of power,tooinand dominance. Instead he
is now understood as weak, passive and submissierce, the loss of
masculinity is a loss of agency; it is a devaldi@a that results in humiliation
and shame (Bergoffen 2009: 312) and expresses dinhton and defeat.
Evident, the function of rape as a weapon of waected as a psychological
attack on the Bosnian Muslim men is sanctionedhayhierarchical sex/gender
dichotomy and the unequal location of (normativewasl as material) power
within each gender/sex category.

Men asthedirect victims of war rape

As previous mentioned, although the vast majasityhe direct victims of war
rape in BiH were women and girls, also men sufféhedeffects of direct sexual
violence, including rape during the war (Olujic 8991).

As explained in the theoretical chapter (3.2.3repunderstood as an act
of power, control and domination (Braithwaite 2006, Millio 2010: 198). The
construction of rape as an act of power and doneinaproperties connected with
masculinity, is the result of the by biology proddcadvantage of men’s
accessibility to this particular weapon, which piosis men in a relative power
position due to women (Carter 2010: 356, 359). Algois a result of the
normative power of masculinity, constructing then&de/feminine sexuality as
passive and submissive (MacKinnon 1986: 128). Hencape is the
communication of male/masculine power and domimaf{oard 1996: 7).

Accordingly, the act of war rape expresses powanirol and domination
and in so doing it communicates the propertiesgassi to masculinity (Carter
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2010: 359-360). In effect, the perpetrator is ustterd as active and as holding
the power to dominate the victim. Consequently, vleim is subdued to the
perpetrator. That is, the victim is subordinatealyerless and passive.

As established in the forgoing part of this sectitie properties of power,
control and domination are closely connected witlscalinity (Carter 2010: 359-
360). As further discussed, the dualistic configoraof the gender structure has
established the opposites of masculinity, femigingts holding those exact
properties; powerlessness, subordination and pgssidence, the victimization
of rape is equated with femininity.

In consequence, a man victim to rape is demasealihi and again,
depending on the dualistic nature of gender, if @menot masculine one is
feminine. Therefore, a man raped is feminized. ;Tdhie to the gender dichotomy
and the hierarchical understanding of gender teaaldes femininity in favour of
masculinity, is a further manifestation of the swloation of the victimized man
(Ibid: 359-360). Again, the mutually constitutivelationship between norms and
social practices, and thus, actors and structwesanifested (Reus-smith 2005:
197).

Furthermore, within the Balkan societies, the ustderding of male-male
rape was that only a homosexual man could be arvif rape (Olujic 1998:41).
Accordingly, a raped man is understood as homosewlach results in social
stigmatization and trauma (Ibid: 41). The traumaadssed by the understanding
of homosexuality as equated with being an inswdfitiman, i.e. a woman (Carter
2010: 360). This reflects the understanding ofvacthasculine sexuality and the
passive feminine sexuality, constructed by the mdne masculinity (duToit
2010: 294, MacKinnon 1986: 128-ff). According toethsubordination of
femininity, previous explained, a raped man, due the association of
homosexuality with femininity, is identified as s&e&k and passive object. He is,
as the passive and subdued object to the powemaina he is demasculinized.
So, or both those reasons, a man victim of war rapdemasculinized and
humiliated as feminine (May-Schott 2011: 7).

The social trauma inflicted on men, as the diractims of war rape is
caused by the loss of masculinity. As explained, ldss of masculinity results,
due to the gender dualism in feminization. Furttiee, hierarchical structure of
gender equals femininity with passive objects. tcoadance, to be the direct
victim of rape targets the core of the masculirentdy and deprives the targeted
men of agency; power domination and control. Themidy of the targeted man is
lost and he is humiliated as an object to male ppin® as a women. Thus, the
rape of men represents their direct degradatiorsabdrdination.

In summary, war rape, direct targeting men sertesstime purpose of
humiliation and demasculinization as the psychaalgattack on men in their role
as protectors. The hierarchical and dualistic i@abetween masculinity and
femininity, only recognize masculine agency equadde victims of war rape with
femininity, passivity and subordination. Hence aenactim of rape is deprived
of his identity and humiliated as subordinatedgbever of a real man.

In conclusion, within the larger goal of the disiop of the Bosnian
Muslim collective, by the physical and cultural @niation (Farwell 2004: 196)
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the function of war rape as weapon targeting thenigm Muslim men, both in
their role as protectors and as direct victimstiplay due to the ability to inflict
humiliation and trauma on men, by feminization.

As shown, the function of war rape targeting thesrman Muslim men is a
product of the same gender structure that sanctibasfunction of rape as a
weapon targeted the Bosnian Muslim women. Due ® digency/passivity
dichotomy men are constructed as the protectothefpassive women. Hence,
the male identity (masculinity) is closely boundeih the ability to protect,
equated with the ability to express power, contasld domination. In
consequence, both the direct experienced rapehanusychological attack on the
identity as protector is directed towards the aaréhe male identity, the agency.
Consequently men are targets due to their agerssigreed to them by the
masculine identity. Hence, it is the dualistic dmerarchical construct of gender,
which ties femininity with passivity and masculinivith agency that sanctions
the function of war rape. That is, the instrumeftaction of rape as a weapon is
the outcome of the sex/gender regime of male dammaand female
subordination.

5.2.3 Rape as a Weapon of War; Targeting the BosnianiMusl
Collective

Within the context of the ethnic cleansing in Bikar rape was foremost used as
a weapon directed towards the Bosnian Muslim ctilec The purpose was the
extrusion and annihilation of the Bosnian Muslinmzounity, by a destruction of
its “cohesion, spirit, and identityFarwell 2004: 393). The intent was to bring
about social, cultural and physical annihilatiortloé collective as a whole (Hagen
& Yohani 2010: 16-17), i.e. ethnic cleansing.

As shown in the previous sections (5.2.1 & 5.2tR)s was partially
achieved by targeting the individuals constitutthg collective with shame and
humiliation. This made them abject to their comnynand damaged the social
ties of the collective. However, within the ethmiationalist context of the war in
BiH war rape was also a psychological attack tamgethe collective as such
(Korac 2004: 249-251, Card 2002: 126).

Within ethnic nationalism, women and the femaleyback understood as
the material, as well as ideational and culturabediment of the nation (Dodgett
2000: 1016). Women are, due to their position withie family structure; as child
bearers and care takers, essential for the phyarwalcultural survival of the
nation (Seifert 1996: 39, Yuval-Davis 1997: 26).uhthey are the guardians of
the distinguishing features of “us”, essential e tollective identity (Farwell
2004: 394-396). The female body marks the bounslaok the nation and
constitutes the border between the in-group (ud)the out-group (them) (Seifert
1996: 39). Hence, in war the female body is tramséal into a social and thus, a
political body representing the nation (Olujic 1998).

39



Within this ethnic nationalist context of the warBiH, where women was
portrayed as the “mothers of the nation”, togethgh the myth of blood and
belonging (Yval-Davis 1997: 26); that understanding thatmeoon origin
constructs the identity of a national collectivieidt 26-27, Korac 2004: 249-250),
rape became an effective weapon.

From the understanding of a genetic determinatioth® ethnic identity,
war rape served the purpose to prevent the physpabduction of the Bosnian
Muslim collective, by hinder the birth of Bosnianuslim children (Hagen &
Yohoni 2010: 17). This since, in the Balkans, tinedge and thus, the ethnicity
follows that of the father (Diken & Bagge Laust605: 115). Hence, a Bosnian
Muslim woman giving birth as a consequence of beapged by a Serbian soldier
would, according to the dominance of the male blapde birth to a “Chetnik”
baby (Olujic 1998: 35). Through rape and forced riegpation, institutionalized
in rape camps such as Brcko, Gorazade, Foca, LOlsmarka, Trnopolje,
Manjaca where women were held with the purposenpirégnation, the Serbian
strategic was to contaminate the blood and geneshef Bosnian Muslim
collective, with the dominant ethnics of the Sembl@lood (Diken & Laustsen
2005: 112, Olujic 1998: 39).

This “genetic imperialisth(Card 1996: 7) sought to purify the Bosnian
Muslim blood and produce ethnically cleansed bal&esbian babies. The object
was to change the ethnic composition of the Boshaslim collective and thus,
undermine and destroy its social structure. By ghranthe social identity of the
children, the cultural solidarity and loyaltiestb& collective would alter, with the
outcome of dissolving the Bosnian Muslim identiBesulting in a physical as
well as cultural destruction of the collective ast@le (Ibid: 5, 8, Diken & Bagge
Lauststen 2005: 116).

Consequently, war rape functions a tool of ethigamsing and genocide,
l.e. as a weapon targeting a collective by therdeson of the collective honour
and lineage (Milillo 2006: 199, Snyder et al 200®1). That is, the meanings
attached to the act of war rape in relation to Bective are humiliation and
demasculinization (Carter 2010: 352, duToit 20188)2

In the light of the previous sections it becomedewnt that the ethnic
nationalist understanding of the nation, which updwed the campaign of ethnic
cleaning and motivated the use of war rape as gavesargeting the Bosnian
Muslim collective is profoundly gendered (Lee KdaD2: 530).

To start with, within an ethnic nationalist conteas previous explained,
women are understood solely as “mothers of theonmatand thus, as the
embodiment of the nation, i.e. the symbols of thaam (Yval-Davis 1997: 26,
Seifert 1996: 39). Implicit, in combination with eh previous explained
understanding that the ethnicity of the father, thu¢he stronger blood of males
alone determinates the ethnic belonging of thedofl. Women’s primarily
function is as incubators, on the behalf of theaomatThis clearly mirrors the
social norm of women as primary wives and mothegsas the properties of men
(Hagen & Yohani 2010: 17, Olujic 1998: 34).

In further accordance, the main function of womeas incubators for the
nation, with the primary duty of reproducing thdioa, i.e. the male genes that
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constitutes the nation (Farwell 2004: 394) reflébis socialization of men'’s, i.e.
the nation’s entitlement to the female body. Chea@émonstrated, within ethnic
nationalism, the female body is constructed asecbtille property (Hagen &

Yohani 2010: 19, Farwell 2004: 395). This mirrdne sex/gender regime of male
dominance and female subordination that is at pfathe individual level. Hence,

women are understood as the embodiment of the matioe to the gender
construct of femininity as passive, with the consetge of women as inherently
weak, passive objects, i.e. as incubators of thiema

As discussed in previous sections (5.2.1 & 5.2.8mininity is
constructed as weak and passive due to its “othstne relation the normative
masculinity, recognized as an active subject insession of the agency,
expressed as power, dominance and control. Therstadding of women as
incubators of the nation further manifest that agesolely is given to masculinity
within ethnic nationalism. The dominance attributednale genes; it is only male
genes that can reproduce the nation (Olujic 1998:C8ken & Bagge Laustsen
2005: 115, Farwell 2004: 394) demonstrates thasaldation of masculinity and
thus men, with the nation.

Hence, the understanding of women as weak passieete and men as
active subjects in possession of power is withimiet nationalism transferred to
the collective (duToit 2010: 288). The nation issmdine. In consequence the
collective’s expression of the masculine propertipewer, domination and
control is vital for the maintenance of the colieetsurvival.

The result of this gendered understanding of th&#gomaattaching the
agency of the nation solely to the men, has twait@nt implications for the
function of rape as weapon of war targeting théective.

First, the hierarchical and dualistic gender strretttributing agency sole
to masculinity has, due the close connection batwhe masculine gender and
the male sex, resulted in the socialization of m&mhe protectors of their passive
property, i.e. women (Carter 2010: 352). In callecice with the understanding
of the nation as inherently masculine, the maseutiallective (the men) is the
protectors, in the context of ethnic conflict, thvarriors of the nation (Henry
2004: 544). Thus the core of the collective maseuldentity is connected to the
ability to protect the nation; the protection o itineage, culture and soill,
manifested by women (Olujic 1998: 39). The ressithe collective interest of
controlling and protecting the female sexuality,drder to ‘maintain a pure
lineage and [a] pure ethnic-cultural identityFarwell 2004: 395).

The other consequence is an outcome of the coondotitween passivity
and femininity. As mentioned just above, it is threderstanding of women as the
(passive) symbols of the nationa% our women are, so also is our commuhity
(Zalihic-Kaurin 1994: 171). In consequence, thdlective (male) honour is
situated within the female body; women’s honouleis that of men’s, which in
turn reflects that of the nation” (Olujic 1998: 38)

Consequently, war rape, however targeting the iddal women also
constitutes both a physical and a psychologicalchtton the ethnic national
collective to which she belongs. The physical &ttée at work due to the
normative devalorization following the categorinatiof femininity as a weak and
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passive object. The connection between the femigeraler and the female sex
has resulted in the understanding of women as fumgtions as incubators of
male genes (Diken & Bagge Laustsen 2005: 115).fesalt, the act of war rape
holds the power, that by impregnation change thmietcomposition of the
collective and thus bring about physical annihilati

Secondly, war rape functions as a psychologicakchkttipon the national
collective by targeting the core identity of thetioa. This is at play at two
interchangeable levels. As shown, the collectivtional identity is recognized as
inherently masculine, assign agency only to thenat males, as warriors, while
women are understood as the passive embodimelné ofation.

Consequently, the act of war rape, targeting ¢b#ective’s women
manifests the rape of the nation (Hagen & Yohari@®Q19). As discussed in
previous section (5.2.2) rape expresses of poveenjrthtion and control with the
reverse impact on the victim; passivation and stdibation. Hence, rape is a
manifestation of masculinity (Carter 2010: 359-3@0at due to the gender
dichotomy generates feminization of the victim. SThieinforces and further
manifests the passivity and subordination of thudimi.

In consequence the “raped” nation is demasculinazetiagain, due to the
hierarchical and dualistic construct of gender, igHeminization is equated with
powerlessness and domination, hence a raped natodefeated nation.

Further, as previous outlined, due to the agensigased to masculinity,
men are understood as forming the nation and ien@g As a result, the
collective is understood as masculine, and mems@erlized as its protectors, i.e.
warriors of the nation. Therefore, war rapes tangetvomen is a demonstration
of the masculine collective’s failure to protect iblood, lineage and thus, the
nation as a whole (Olujic 1998: 39). This mange8te collective’s failure as
warriors and protectors, and displays the demaseation of the Bosnian
Muslim nation. Since demasculinization, due to ¢emder dichotomy is equal
with feminization that in turn, owing to the asymnal power distribution
between the genders is equated with subordinattmuifes 2008: 99, Tickner
2001: 15).

As a result, the Bosnian Muslim collective is paittas impotent, that is,
as weak and feminine, which consolidates and readfithe masculinity; power
domination and control of the conquering Serbiationa penetrates the Bosnian
Muslim nation. This determinates the power relati@tween the collectives, in
favour of the Serbs. That is, war rape transfeestities between actors, which
demonstrate how identities are relational as welsituated. Thus, identities are
socially constructed (Farwell 2004: 397, Squire@®2®0-61).

In summary, the function of war rape, psycholodjcahrgeting the
Bosnian Muslim collective, was made effective by gendered understanding of
the ethnic nation. The Bosnian Muslim women wegedhect targets of rape due
to their position as “mothers of the nation”; theb®diment of the nation,
reflecting the passive understanding of femininggoduced by the gender
dichotomy. Furthermore the psychological defeahefnation caused by war rape
is a result of the loss of the masculine agencgigasd to the nation by its
consolidation with the active male agency. Theufailto protect the (passive)
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nation, i.e. the women from rape results in thelective demasculinization.
Hence the feminization of the Bosnian Muslim cdile expressed its
subordination and thus, defeat. The Bosnian Mustiofiective become the
passive object to Serbian power and domination, nconmicated by the
demonstration of masculinity versus femininity.

Thus, the function of rape as weapon of war, tamgethe Bosnian
Muslim collective, was the consequence of the nobiaal gender dichotomy and
the established a sex/gender regime of male doimmand female subordination.

5.3 Summary

At first, the war rapes committed within the coritex the ethnic cleansing in
BiH, targeting the Bosnian Muslim women (and mererve parts of the larger
goal to extinguish the Bosnian Muslim collective aasvhole (Hagan & Yohani
2010: 17). Above the direct bodily trauma inflicted the individuals, the overall
aim was to inflict humiliation and shame on theiwdluals, as well as the
collective, as a mode to break the social tieshef ¢ollective and bring about
physical, cultural and social annihilation. The wapes were foremost intended
as an attack upon the Bosnian Muslim social andiqall body, as a symbolic
conquest of the nation (Olujic 1998: 44).

The analysis shows that war rape functions as apovealue to its
infliction of shame and humiliation on individualas well as on the collective
which they belong to. The reason why these feelargsso closely connected with
the act of rape is the result of normative functodrthe gender identities on the
behaviour of men respectively women. The attacksttuted by the act of war
rape targets the very core of both masculinity &maininity. However, this
means thatvomenare thedirect victims of war rape due to the construction of the
feminine identity as a passive object and to thenag attributed to masculinity
and men. First, women are targeted because of (bassive) value as mothers
and wives for men/nation, and the following impaoda of female purity.
Secondly, they are targeted due to the genderemlizaton of men as the
(active) protectors of women/nation. The close emtion of masculinity and men
with the ability to protect and the passivity asgid to women to women, results
in the importance of men as the protectors of émeale sexual purity, both on the
individual and collective level. The failure wilesult in demasculinization, and
thus subordination and defeat.

Accordingly, war rape is a material manifestatofrihe normative gender
dichotomy and the asymmetrical power relation betwéhe genders. In effect
war rape has its roots in the hierarchical sex/gemdgime that manifests the
power and domination of men and the subordinatfomamen.
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6 Conclusions

6.1 Conclusions

To start with, the research question directing ttiesis was formulated as
follows; what normative structure is reflected in the magsiattached to the act
of war rape? According to the analysis, it seems that the nmggncommunicated
by the act of war rape are those of shame, huiniiahnd demasculinization,
targeting both individuals and collectives. Theuteshows that the above-
mentioned meanings are dependent on the gendetitigen regulating the
normative behavior of men respectively women.

The hierarchical gender dualism defines mascyliag the norm, as in
possession of agency, associated with the propesfigoower, domination and
control. The result is the sex/gender regime ofemddmination and female
subordination where women are identified as “theedt as the opposite to
masculinity, i.e. as weak, passive and as objé@tiss, femininity is equated with
victimization, and vice versa, which has resulted the devalorization of
femininity and women.

Hence, the normative gender structure has majoemahimpacts. Both
men and women are targets of war rape, paradoxibalth due to their gender
identity. Women are targeted due to their femiminite. the destruction of her
sexual purity. Men on the other hand are targetexltd their masculine agency,
in the loss of their role as protectors, or by dect feminization by rape. The
feminization following rape, or the forfeiture dfe masculine identity due to the
failure as a protector, expresses the subordinanmhthus defeat of the targeted
men. The same is true for the collective. Withie #thnic-nationalist context
women are understood as passive symbols of thematid men as the protectors
of the nation, reflecting the gender dichotomy. donsequence, the rapes of
women are the symbolic feminization of the natidoe to the inability of the
(male) nation to protect the symbolic nation (woneRhat is, the nation is
subordinated and defeated.

In consequence, what endorses the function of a@e s the hierarchical
gender dichotomy, manifesting the sex/gender reginenale domination and
female subordination. Hence, it is the in peace@stablished sex/gender regime
that sanctions the function and thus, the usep® es a weapon of war.
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6.2 Reflections

Lastly, the ambition of this thesis was to provadhypothesis for further research
on the function of war rape by the identificatioh the social structure that
sanctions its utility as a weapon. However, althioube results suggest a
hypothesis identifying the normative gender streetas the condition endorsing
the function of war rape, this is a first prelinip&onstruct.

Due to the limited scope of this thesis and thetitudle of variables
interacting within the context of war, it is diftitt to establish the hierarchical and
dualistic gender structure as thmnly necessary condition, or a sufficient
condition, for the function of war rape. For exagpthe material indicates that
gender structure interact with other factors, sashsocial fragmentation, in its
function as a weapon. However, | argue that thelteshow that it isone
necessary condition, which motivates for furthesesach on the subject.

Consequently, despite the fact that the reseaashniot established the
gender hierarchy as the only condition sanctionuag rape, it puts focus on the
importance of the peacetime established sex/geedene for the function and as
a result, the use of rape as a weapon of war.

Thus, the recognition of the structural power an@djam material
consequences of the universal, hierarchical gerdiehotomy is vital for
understanding and combating war rape. As long asaymmetrical relation
between the genders is at play, rape will be anodcpower, control and
domination, and function as a weapon.

Regarding further research, war rape is a subjgicinsneed of theoretical
development and research. Firstly, rape is cleasgd as a weapon, targeting
women, men, children and collectives, holding tloever to bring about social
collapse. It is a weapon with far-reaching and geta effects and therefore it
must be recognized as a subject central to seaitities.

During the working process of this thesis, somdi@aarly interesting
topics for further research have been learned.fifsetopic regards the judicial
categorization of war rape as a crime against hityjann account of the
violation of the individual’s right to sexual saletermination (du Toit 2009: 286).
This definition opens up for a discussion on crapes; if rape committed in war
Is a crime against humanity due to its violationnafividual sexual integrity, what
then differs war rape from civil rape? On this lebasis civil rape should be
recognized as a crime against humanity.

Secondly, the question is whether the future jadlicand political
conceptualizations of war rape shall be sex/gendatral or if there is a need to
recognize the gendered nature of the phenomenaniniplications are complex.
The sex/gender neutral understanding of war ragecades the conceptualization
of war rape as torture. However this has showif itsgufficient. Torture requires
proof of bodily harm and does not acknowledge thgcpological intrusion of
rape. On the other hand, a sex/gender differentiatins the risk of promoting
and reaffirming the very same gender structure ghattions the function of rape
as a weapon.
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Lastly, war rape is an integral part of today’'s fase and is to be
recognized as such within the research of peaceamitict and security studies.
However, it is equally important to recognize waape as reflecting a
sociopolitical problem with roots in the peacetisteicture of gender.
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/ Executive Summary

Today, frequent reports of war rape come from atnegsery civil armed conflict

in the world, spanning over four continents and entiran hundred countries.
Almost all are intrastate wars, with the targetlonger of enemy military units
but the civilian population.

Within this ferocious context of thenéw wars, horrific atrocities have
targeted the civilian population in large numbangluding the systematic and
widespread use of mass rape. Bosnia-Herzegovinan&avand the ongoing
conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo withora than half a million
victims of rape and still counting are just a fexamples. The long time neglected
topic of wartime rape, usually dismissed as “spoflsvar’ has shown itself to be
an integral part of today’s warfare. To understédeddynamics of war, the issue
of war rape needs to be highlighted.

The scale and brutality of the institutionalized ss\aapes in BiH and
Rwanda,with estimated 20,000 to 50,000 respective 25000800,000 victims
of war rape, were parts of official genocidal camgpa impossible to ignore. The
phenomenon of wartime rape now achieved widespvahtic attention.

The visibility following the atrocities of the 1990 attained major
political, judicial and academic concern. The IQGCTY, ICTR and the UN, all
categorized war rape as a war crime, a crime aghiumeanity, and as an act of
genocide. Thus, war rape was recognized as a weHpoar .

In conformity with this conceptualization of raps a weapon of war, its
legal status as grave violation of international,land foremost its integral role in
today’s wars, targeting and destruct individuatsieties and states, it is of
absolute importance to address the significant lprolof war rape. However, it
has been neglected and absent in discussions of @@l conflicts within
traditional security studies, when it rather shmdl considered in central of the
field, calling for further research.

Consequently the issue still lacks adequate foews @ncern, which
sanction the ongoing use. Previous research hash rdue to the neglected
position of the topic, primarily been concernedhwéstablish its importance;
demonstrate the widespread existence and the syfstemse of rape as a weapon
of war. Consequently the next, and crucial stejop ifocus onwhy, rather than if
and how rape is effective and thus in use as aeoveapwar. Hence the focus of
this thesis is to understand the function of waera

Accordingly, the overall purpose of this thesis ts contribute in
developing a more comprehensive understandingeoptienomenon of war rape
by focus on the meanings attributed to the actafrape, promoting its function.
More specific, the objective t® identify the social structure that sanction and
promotesthe action of war rape by identify the meanings attached to the act.
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The research question chosen for this purpose idok®ws; what
structureisgiving the act of rape its meanings and thus sanctionsitsfunction
as a weapon of war?

For a proper understanding of the subject, thiesith requires to be
positioning within the current scientific contextere performed as research
review. The review focuses on the major theoretidabates and current
developments within the field. The literature shothat it mainly is feminist
scholars that have recognized to subject, and snaisicussed it in relation to
nationalism or different feminist approaches. Theganshift in the debate is from
the understanding of wartime rape as “spoils of’'waniginated in male biology
and the abnormal situation of war, towards the tstdading of rape as social
expression of domination, and instrumentally used/@apon of war.

The theoretical framework for this thesis is cduostid by social
constructivism and critical feminism. This combipat of theories is done with
advantage. Critical feminism is founded on socianstructivism and its
ontological and epistemological position; focusimg normative structures and
the construct of identities and interest as dinectof actions. However, the
particular focus of critical feminism is on gendé&urther, another important
concept for the analysis is that of power. Bothotles stress the normative
function of power as embedded in all social stmeguand expresses in all
interaction constituting the social body.

Thus, the analysis rests upon the theoretical gssoim that human
actions, by the intermediate constructs of iderditg interest, are determined by
normative structures and thus, reflects the meanmitached to them by the
particular power structure they are embedded within

Due to the nature of the research question, andhéberetical choices
made, the method used for this thesis is a quabtatase study. The empirical
focus is upon the case of Bosnia-Herzegovina aedSérbian use of rape as
weapon within the context of ethnic cleansing (39995). This particular case is
strategically chosen on the dependent variable; dbeurrence of war rape.
Further, the particular case of Bosnia-Herzegovwinahosen due to its crucial
importance for the field of research, as war rapese committed is legally,
political and academically defined as used as gpaeaf war. Resulting in a new
awareness of the topic and thus there is adequatterial available, needed for a
close inquiry.

In accordance with the qualitative nature of tihissis and the following
need of a comprehensive understanding of the exahmenomenon, together
with the fact that several high qualitative singése studies have been completed
on the selected case, the analysis will be perfdragea qualitative text analysis.
Thus, the data collected is foremost secondary magtdooks and academic
articles that discuss the phenomenon of war rap&yding empirical case studies,
mainly focusing on the case of Bosnia-Herzegovimavall as papers with more
philosophical approaches.

The analysis is performed as an interpretation anmalysis of already
expressed understandings of the phenomenon ofapatr The analysis is openly
structured since pre-determined categorizationdiénd to a loss in content by
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overlooking the complexities of the social worldowkver the answers produced
is constrained by the focus on the normative stinecdf gender.

The result shows that the meanings attached tathef war rape are
dependent on the gender identities, regulating ninenative behavior of men
respectively women. The hierarchical gender doatisat defines masculinity as
the norm and as in possession of agency, assoesiétedhe properties of power,
domination and control also identifies women askypassive and as objects, due
to their “otherness” in relation to the normativasuoulinity.

The result is a sex/gender regime of male dominatmd female
subordination. Femininity is identified as victiration, and vice versa, which has
resulted in the devalorization of femininity and men. Hence, the normative
gender structure has major material impacts; thgeteng of men and women of
war rape are paradoxically both due to their gendiemtity. Women are targeted
due to their femininity, i.e. the destruction of Isexual purity. Men on the other
hand are targeted due to their masculine agenay,ldks of their role as
protectors, or by the direct feminization by rapke feminization following rape,
or the forfeiture of the masculine identity due ttee failure as a protector,
expresses the subordination and thus defeat datgeted men. The same is true
for the collective. Within the ethnic-nationalisirdext women are understood as
passive symbols of the nation and men as the poogeof the nation, reflecting
the gender dichotomy. In consequence, the rapesoaien are the symbolic
feminization of the nation, due to the inability thie (male) nation to protect the
symbolic nation (women). That is, the nation is@dinated and defeated. In
consequence, what endorses the function of war isapiee hierarchical gender
dichotomy, manifesting the sex/gender regime ofenddmination and female
subordination.

Lastly, the ambition of this thesis was to proval@ypothesis for further
research on the function of war rape by the idmatiion of the social structure
that sanctions its utility as a weapon. Due tolitm#ted scope of the thesis and
the multitude of variables interacting within thentext of war, it is difficult to
establish the hierarchical and dualistic gendeuctiire as theonly necessary
condition for the function of war rape. Howeveargue that the results show that
it is onenecessary condition, which motivates for furtresearch on the subject.
Also, the result suggest a hypothesis identifylmg normative gender structure as
the condition endorsing the function of war rape adfirst preliminary construct
for further research.
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