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SUMMARY

Today, Sweden is experiencing a significant pressure on 
the housing market. Most of the municipalities are facing a 
housing shortage, and the problem is especially acute in met-
ropolitan regions. Currently, Sweden has one of the highest 
levels of urbanization in the EU and, taking into consideration 
the rising population, the lack of housing has become a na-
tional issue.

Lund is a university town and students is one of the main 
reasons of the growing pressure on the housing market. In the 
most likely scenario of development, Lund will experience a 
stable growth in the nearest couple of decades. Population is 
expected to significantly increase: net migration will remain 
positive, the number of students will likely increase, a fairly 
large number of refugees is expected to be accepted, and, in 
addition to that, completion of Brunnshög construction will 
facilitate an inflow of people into the town. According to fore-
casts made by Lund Municipality, Lund’s population might 
reach 200 000 inhabitants in 40 years. One of the major prob-
lems Lund is currently facing is an acute shortage of housing. 
The pressure on the housing market started to emerge a cou-
ple of decades ago and, since the population growth of the last 
decade exceeded all expectations, the existing construction 
pace is a way too slow to supply a number of housing needed 
to accommodate all the people.

Lund Sydvästra is one of the places highlighted as an im-
portant area for future development. The master plan for the 
area has not been approved and the planning process is still 
undergoing, hence, there is a place for new ideas and solu-
tions. One of the main purposes of the thesis project is to de-
velop a solution, which would contribute into the more sus-
tainable growth of the town and help to mitigate the growing 
tension on the housing market.

Due to the unique background and prerequisites, strategic 
urban planning approach might be considered as the best to 
apply to Lund. The design solution was developed based on 
the results of theoretical research and spatial analysis. The 
design aims to provide guidelines for development of sus-
tainable mixed use environment. The location of the project 
site is in the remote town district, and one of the challeng-
es was to ensure the integration of the newly built areas into 
the old town. The new Lund Sydvästra is the place where the 
comfortable residential districts are combined with business, 
entertainment and recreational facilities. The qualities of the 
existing green areas were preserved and enhanced, which 
resulted in formation of attractive green streets and parks. 
The dense street network provides good access to all forms 
of public transportation and creates pleasant walkable living 
environment.



INTRODUCTION

Lund is a city in the province of Skåne, located in the 
southern part of Sweden. After Sigtuna, Lund is considered 
Sweden’s second oldest town. It is located less than ten kilo-
meters away from the Öresund Strait. The nearest large Swed-
ish city, Malmö, is about 15 km to the south-west. Other major 
Swedish cities are more distant: Gothenburg - 250 kilometers 
to the north, Stockholm - 600 km to the northeast.

Lund is considered one of the important growing cities 
in the southern region. The municipality of Lund has around 
112 000 inhabitants. Known as the cultural center of southern 
Sweden, Lund has the second oldest university, founded in 
1666 by Charles XI. About one third of the population of Lund 
is students. A considerable part of the population is employed 
by various educational institutions and hospitals, but there 

are also important industries, such as packaging, pharmaceu-
ticals, and food-processing. Over the years, a great number of 
knowledge-based companies have been developed with help 
of the university and Ideon Science Park. Some of the interna-
tionally well-known companies are Tetra Pak, Axis, Alfa Laval, 
Sony, ST Ericsson, and Gambro. The establishment of two new 
important sites for conducting research are being planned: 
ESS (European Spallation Source) and MAX IV (the next gen-
eration Swedish synchrotron radiation facility).



1. PROBLEM AWARENESS
Photo Sourse: Wikipedia



SWEDEN’S HOUSING CRISIS

For people who live in Sweden, the term ‘housing crisis’ 
has become an everyday component of life. Complaints about 
the difficulty of finding a place to live in big cities like Stock-
holm or Gothenburg cannot be considered as something ex-
traordinary, but these days Sweden’s housing shortage is seen 
as a serious national problem. In accordance to the country’s 
National Board of Housing, Building and Planning, 255 of Swe-
den’s 290 municipalities now report about a housing short-
age. This might be considered as the highest number, since 
the time the agency started recording data. By the year 2017, 
the number of municipalities reporting about the problem in-
creased by 72, and, as it seems, the negative trend is not going 
to change in the nearest future. At the current rate of produc-
tion, only 44 of the 255 municipalities are expected to solve 
the housing problem within the next three years (1).

Looking back at history, up until the early 90s, state sub-
sidies, granted to maintain a high level of housing production, 
helped to keep the construction rate relatively high. And even 
during an economic crisis that hit the country at that decade 
and slowed down the rates of construction, the balance be-
tween the housing supply and demand wasn’t that big. After 
the crisis, population growth caught up the slowing pace of 
construction. At the present time, the situation on the market 
is getting more and more complicated: the population growth 
in the country is very high. There are a lot of young people 
and immigrants, who cannot afford to rent or buy the kind of 
houses which were built in the years following the crisis be-
cause of their unstable economic conditions. In accordance 
to Boverket’s analyst, the existing housing stock is not being 
effectively used: people who would like to sale their apt. are 
discouraged by Sweden’s capital gains tax on property sale. 
In addition to that, the number of social housing is decreasing 
because of the sale of municipally owned apartments to coop-
eratives or private owners.1 (2)

1.https://www.thelocal.se/20170828/the-story-of-swedens-hous-
ing-crisis

Municipalities with housing shortages in 
Sweden. Balance and surplus. 2016
Source: Boverket

2017 reportet. 88 percent shortage of housing in 255 municipalities. (4)
Source: Boverket

Municipalities with housing shortages in Swe-
den. Balance and surplus. 2015
Source: Boverket



The main factor influencing Sweden’s constant house 
price inflation is an existent undersupply of dwellings. The 
pace of construction has reached its peak in the recent years 
and it is predicted to accelerate even more in 2017. However, 
it is still too slow to supply the housing demand. While the 
shortage might be considered as a ubiquitous factor in the 
country, the condition is worse in the major big cities. Be-
cause of the constant housing shortage, the so called ‘second 
hand’ rental market has been growing rapidly. The growth is 
high in Stockholm and Gothenburg, but it is even higher in 
Malmö. (almost 10 % growth in comparison to the previous 
years). There is an acute shortage of rental apartments, which, 
in turn, pushes households to buy houses instead of renting 
them. This process exacerbating the shortage even more and 
increasing prices in the owner-occupied market. (1)

Today, regulations and requirements for new construc-
tion are constraining housing market. There is also a lack of 
developable land, partly driven by a large share of buildable 
land owned by municipalities, who do not want to sell it at the 
amount needed because of some financial incentives behind 
it. Zoning and building regulations are relatively complex, and 
standards vary between different municipalities, creating a 
fragmented market that reduces efficiency and raises uncer-
tainty for construction companies (5). In addition, the time to 
obtain planning permission can be considerably longer than 
in other countries (6), raising financial risks for construc-
tion projects and causing delays in new supply. Finally, the 
construction sector is characterized by rigidities that have 
weighed on productivity growth and have limited competi-
tion among developers, making construction costs in Sweden 
among the highest in Europe.(1)

Sweden’s highly regulated rental market has these lock-
in and ‘insider/outsider’ effects. The market has one of the 
strongest tenant protection and rent control in Europe. There 
is a big difference between market and negotiated rents, es-
pecially in major cities. It creates significant demand/supply 
imbalances and long queues to get rental accommodation 
(Statistically, it is, on average, over 8 years in Stockholm). As 
a result, tenants who actually get a place have a valid reason 
to stay in their rental apt., even if their rental offer is no longer 
suited to their needs. At the same time, several social groups 
such as students, young households and recent immigrants 
have a lot of difficulties in obtaining a rental apartment, thus 
creating an insider/outsider effect. (1)(7)

Real house price evolution
Source: European Commission (1)

Housing starts, including net conversions, versus projected need
Source: European Commission. Statistics Sweden (historical data); Boverket 
(estimates for 2016, 2017 and projected need) (1)



HOUSING CRISIS IN SKÅNE

During a long period of time, housing shortage was a con-
stant problem for the whole Skåne region. Nowadays, the issue 
became critical. In the beginning of 2016, 29 of the county’s 33 
municipalities reported about housing shortages. Throughout 
the 21st century, housing crisis has been increasing steadily, 
because the scale of production of housing units was not fast 
enough to supply the growing population. In the recent years, 
the phase of construction has increased slightly, nonetheless, 
it is still not enough to meet the demand. (8)

The lack of available housing leads to many economic 
problems, which has a lot of influence on society. Skåne and 
especially the Malmö region has been one of the fastest grow-
ing counties in the whole Sweden. Over the last ten years, the 
population of Malmö has increased by 5,000 people, while the 
available number of housing units was only 1100. The gap be-
tween supply and demand on the housing market is growing 
from year to year and, even if the construction rate has been 
increasing lately, there is a lot of things to be done. (8)

The municipality’s assessment of housing market i Skåne. January 2016. 
Housing Shortage everywhere. Supply\Demand balans in 4 municipalities.  
No ‘oversupply’
Source: Boverket

If the number of homes has increased as much as the 
population since 1990, there would have been 26,000 
more houses in Malmö in 2015.
Source: SCB

Houses built in 2006-2015 and estimated needs for housing 2015-2030
Source: Befolkningsökning och byggande SCB, beräknat bostadsbehov Läns-
styrelsen Skåne. Siffrorna är avrundade.



HOUSING CRISIS IN LUND

Lund is a university town and students is one of the main 
reasons of the growing pressure on the housing market. Pri-
or to the autumn semester of 2017, approximately 20,000 stu-
dents were admitted to Lund University. Currently, there are 
several student accommodation buildings which are under 
construction in Lund, some of the old student housing areas 
are demolished, and some of the student accommodation 
buildings were privatized during the last year. It means that, 
at the present time, there are about 400 less student housing 
units than in the last year.(9) This creates a major problem for 
both Swedish and international students , who are seriously 
affected by the housing shortage. Unfortunately, it is becom-
ing very common for international students to decline their 
education offer and admission because of the housing crisis. 
Also, there were several cases in Stockholm and even in Lund 
when students camped out in housing protest.1

LU Student Union, together with Lund municipality and 
LU are trying to solve the situation: There is a housing service 
called BoPoolen, which offers second-hand houses rent offers 
more efficiently. AF housing is the single largest provider of 
student housing. Then there is LU accommodation, which is 
Lund University’s company that gives housing guarantees to 
international students. However, despite of the all the efforts, 
it usually takes a long time for students to find an accommo-
dation. For many students, the issue is solved by second hand 
rental market. 2 The housing situation in Lund is expected to 
improve with the construction of several new residential ar-
eas. However, housing shortage is still up to date for both stu-
dents and locals. There is a big need for presence of a secure 
housing market, and if the situation does not change in the 
nearest future, we might expect even more negative conse-
quences with the current rate of population growth.

1. https://www.thelocal.se/20100831/28688
2.https://www.thelocal.se/20150709/20000-students-without-

housing-in-sweden

Poster summoning students to protest against the Housing Crisis 
Image Source: Ung Vänster Lund
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THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK



3. THE CITY OF LUND
An engraving of Lund in or around 1588. By Frans Hogenberg
Photo Sourse: Wikipedia



Figure 1. Kaspar Magnus Espman’s map of Lund. 1784
Sourse: Wikipedia

The city of Lund is believed to have been founded around 
990 A.D. when Skåne belonged to Denmark. During Medieval 
Ages, Lund was one of the important national ecclesiastical 
centers. It became the seat of a bishopric in 1060 and the seat 
of the archbishop of all Scandinavia in 1103. The town was 
considered the spiritual capital of Denmark and was referred 
to as both Metropolis Daniae and the Nordic Rome. In the 17th 
century, Lund played an important part in the wars between 
Sweden and Denmark for Skåne region. In 1666, after making 
a peace agreement, as a step in the process of making Skåne 
and the other landscapes Swedish, Swedish government 
made a decision to establish a university in Lund.  At that time, 
Lund´s political and cultural position in the new kingdom was 
not lower than it had been in Denmark. However, it was re-
duced in importance after the reformation. As the church lost 
the power struggle with the government, Lund also lost its 
unique position. (13) 

During the 18th century the city undergoes a lot of difficul-
ties. Swedish and Danish troops continuously fought for pow-
er over the region. The war followed by many years of city’s 
decline. However, due to Lund University, the ‘renaissance’ of 
Lund started in the middle of the 19th century. Technical prog-
ress and Lund University’s involvement into city’s develop-
ment laid the foundation for further city’s progress. The num-
ber of inhabitants increased, companies were founded, houses 
were built and squares were made. The number of students 
was growing, which was the cause for the further expansion 
of the university. In the 20th century, except for the period of 
WWII, the city is experiencing cultural, political, and economic 
growth, which is still undergoing up to the present time.

CONCLUSIONS
- Development of the city is closely related to Lund Uni-

versity
- All the businesses which thrive in Lund are related to LU 

as to the main provider of human resources 
- The main idea of Lund as the ‘City of science, education 

and research’ is likely going to remain in the long run.

Figure 2. A Öhman. Karta över staden Lund. 1922
Sourse: Lunds namnwiki

Figure 3. M. Wennström. Översiktskarta över dela v staden 
Lund. 1937
Sourse: Lunds namnwiki

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND



100 YEARS BC - 1000AD
Uppåkra is considered Scandinavia’s 
largest Iron Age settlement, on the 
south of Lund. It was situated on the 
ancient main road between Trelleborg 
and Helsingborg in what was to become 
the Danish kingdom. The original foun-
dation of Uppåkra is dated to the last 
century BC, although its importance 
appears to have increased in the fifth 
century. Uppåkra declined and was 
possibly relocated to Lund in the 990s. 1 

1. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Up-
p%C3%A5kra

990 AD
Foundation of Lund 

1103-1104 AD
Metropolitan Archdiocese of Lund is formed

1145 AD
Inauguration of Lund Cathedral

HISTORY OF LUND
TIMELINE

1666 AD
After entry into force of Treaty of Roskil-
de in 1658, Lund University is founded 
as a step in the process of making 
Skåne Swedish and to demonstrate the 
re-establishment of Swedish control.1

1. https://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/about/
about-lund-university/a-brief-history 

Kungshuset - the first main University building
Photo Sourse: Wikipedia

Uppåkra 
Photo Sourse: Wikiznanie

Lund Cathedral. 1870
Photo Sourse: Wikipedia

The monument to the Battle of Lund 
Photo Sourse: Wikiznanie

1676 AD
The Battle of Lund between a Danish army un-
der King Christian V and the Swedish army 
under King Charles XI occurred on 4 December 
1676 in an area north of Lund. The war was an 
attempt by Denmark to regain the provinces of 
Skåne, Halland and Blekinge, which had been 
lost to Sweden by the Treaty of Roskilde in 1658.1

1. http://www.visitlund.se/sites/lund_responsive/files/
slaget_vid_lund_folder160510_eng.pdf 

Charles XI of Sweden
Photo Sourse: Wikipedia



1800s
The number of inhabitants and stu-
dents is increasing. Economy is devel-
oping and the city is growing 

1830 AD
Akademiska Föreningen is formed

1856 AD
The railroad is opened between Malmö 
and Lund. The Central Station building 
is completed in 1859

1882 AD
Lund University main building is built

Universitetshuset i Lund. 1887
Photo Sourse: Wikimedia Photograph by: Carl Curman

1911 AD 
Opening of the City Park

1952 AD
Tetra Pak is established

1957 AD
The opening of Lunds konsthall 

1961 AD
LTH is established as an indepen-
dent higher education institution

LTH. Kemicentrum 1969
Photo Sourse: LU Archive

1968 AD
The central building of the hospital is 
completed 

1983 AD
Sweden’s first science park Ideon is es-
tablished in Lund through collaboration 
between LU and Malmö regional council

1968 AD
The central building of the hospital is 
completed 

1971-1996 AD
Lund becomes a center of youth culture. 
During this time, an art centre Mejeriet is 
founded

2011 AD
Medicon Village establishment - a new 
centre for research and innovation in 
medicine and other life sciences

2016 AD
MAX IV Laboratory is inaugurated. LU is 
the host of the facility which is a national 
laboratory of nuclear phisics, accelerator 
phisics and research with sinhrotron ra-
diaton

MAX IV
Foto: Felix Gerlach



3.1. REGIONAL CONTEXT
Sourse: Kävlinge kommun



REGIONAL COOPERATION

Malmö and Lund are two closely located cities in the 
extensive Öresund region. Both of them are situated in the 
South-western corner of Skåne, Sweden’s most southerly lo-
cated county. They are quite different from each other in terms 
of historical and ideological background, however, in the re-
cent decades, physical boundaries between the two relatively 
independent cities are getting more and more ‘transparent’, 
because of the intention of local municipalities to strengthen 
regional cooperation. (14)

In 2014, Malmo and Lund Municipalities developed a 
strategy, where the two cities use a common potential to be-
come one united region. The report “Strukturbild MalmöLund” 
was issued to present a summary of the strategy to public. In 
the document, the newly formed union is supposed to become 
an ‘accelerator’ of the development for the whole region. For 
Malmö, most strategies are developed on a regional scale. Af-
ter the building of the Öresund Bridge in 2001, Malmö became 
a part of a larger cross-border union with a population of over 
3.5 million inhabitants. Many inhabitants and companies in 
and around Malmö operate and live independently of munici-
pal and national borders, therefore it is a necessity for the city 
to broaden its horizons. The increased cooperation between 
the cities in this region, including Lund and neighboring mu-
nicipalities in the east, is crucial for the future development 
and growth. (15)

In the long run, the Copenhagen-Malmö Region should 
become one of the biggest Scandinavia’s business centers, 
with the best prerequisites for hosting international compa-
nies. Estimated, that the implementation of the strategy will 
require a number of physical investments and strategies (16):

- Improvement of the rail connection between Copenha-
gen and Malmö

- Planning and designation of land for future businesses 
and elimination of barriers for cross-border entrepreneurship.

- Resolution of the economic dispute regarding infra-
structure investment

- Organization of governmental discussions on national 
and regional levels

Figure 4. Location of MalmöLund Region in 
Skåne

Figure 5. Öresund Region. Denmark | Sweden

The multi-core spine of the Öresund region, connecting several regional nodes. The illustration shows the 
future development of Copenhagen-Malmö-Lund regional cooperation. 
Image Source: Malmö Stad, Lund kommun



“MALMÖLUNDREGIONEN”

The MalmöLund Region is a body for political coopera-
tion led by the municipal leaderships in Burlöv, Eslöv, Höör, 
Kävlinge, Lomma, Lund, Malmö, Staffanstorp, Svedala, Trelle-
borg and Vellinge. Together the municipalities develop com-
mon strategies which highlight the entire region’s strengths 
and create value by cooperating in practical issues.(17)

The MalmöLund Region is Sweden’s gateway to continen-
tal Europe. Being in close proximity to the major European 
markets create excellent conditions for businesses to expand 
and act in a global arena. The region has around 700 000 in-
habitants with Malmö and Lund as major population centers. 
Global corporations such as Tetra Pak, Alva Laval, Trelleborg 
AB and AAK have their headquarters here, together with many 
others. In addition, this is the region with the highest concen-
tration of expertise in Sweden with four institutes of higher 
education and one sixth of Sweden’s population with a PhD or 

higher education. A number of strong business sectors thrive 
here, and excellent communications create strong regional 
links. Universities and higher education institutions, invest-
ments in ESS and MAX IV, a lot of international businesses 
and headquarters placed in the region, and the favorable lo-
cation - all the prerequisites have given the massive boost to 
local development. Future success of the region is dependent 
on cooperation. The strategic planning is oriented towards 
forming a favorable environment for economic and social de-
velopment. A lot of attention is paid to the improvement of 
infrastructure and public transportation. The population has  
access to more than 1,5 million jobs within 60 minutes of com-
muting, the number will increase once the high speed train 
network is completed.1 (17)

1. http://www.malmolundregionen.se/in-english/

Vision 2030 - The multi-core spine. Malmö-Lund regional cooperation. 
Image Source: Malmö Stad, Lund kommun

Number of students in MalmöLund Region 
Source: Malmö Stad, Lund kommun

Number of new jobs in MalmöLund Region 
Source: Malmö Stad, Lund kommun



STRATEGY MAP
MALMÖ-LUND REGION 2035

Within a cooperative agreement between Malmö stad and 
Lunds kommun, the common strategy map was developed 
in the period between 2012 and 2014 years. The startegy map 
highlights the main directions of the common development 
of Malmö and Lund in collaboration with Burlöv, Lomma and 
Staffanstorp. The strategy can be seen as an in-depth picture 

which focuses on the parts of the region with the high level of 
significance. The main focus is on developing several region-
al nodes which would strengthen the connection between 
Malmö and Lund, and, in addition to that, will include Hyllie, 
Burlöv and Brunnshög into the common vision. (15)

- A city which plays an important role in Na-
tional development. Expected centers of grow-
ing industries. Fast growing population. High 
employment rate

- A city which plays an important role in Re-
gional development. Local centers of growing 
industries.

- A Town with an ‘urban character’. Has a var-
ied range of housing and workplaces. Access 
to business, educational, healthcare and cul-
tural facilities is limited 

- Small urban settlement with a limited range 
of types of housing and work places. Good po-
tential for future development 

- Small urban housing settlement. Good poten-
tial for future development in case of improved 
public transportation network in the area

- Small settlement. Attractive residential en-
vironments with a limited range of services in 
the area

Character of the landscape:

- Lowlands 

- Rolling hills

-Highlands

Communication Nodes:

- Airports

- Harbors

- High-speed train stations

- Transportation connections with national 
and international levels of importance

- Transportation connections with regional 
level of importance

- High speed train. Main directions

- Important Waterways 

Translated from swedish

Strukturplanekarta 2035
Source: “Strukturplan för MalmöLundregionen. Gemensam målbild 2035”

Translated from swedish



PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

In accordance to the ‘Strategic Plan 2035’, high-quality 
public transportation network should be developed in the re-
gion. The main focus has to be on the main roads connecting 
MalmöLundregionen’s important cities and towns. For many 
directions, establishment of a good bus network might serve 
as the first step leading to constriction of the rail infrastruc-
ture in the future. Connection of the regional nodes by train, 
tram, metro, or bus might significantly increase overall mar-
ket value of the adjusted territories. This will create favorable 

conditions for development of land located in close proximity 
to the transportat nodes. High-quality public transportation 
network also means less car dependency and more priority 
to the development of sustainable public transportation net-
work. The expected outcome of implementation of the strat-
egy is more accessible, attractive and safe environment with 
good access to public transportation, which is supposed to be 
environmentally friendly, comfortable and quiet. (15)

long term image of Public transportation development in the region
Image Source: “Strukturplan för MalmöLundregionen. Gemensam målbild 2035”

Bicycle network. Strategy for regional development
Image Source: “Strukturbild MalmöLund”



SUMMARIZING 2035 STRATEGIES 

GOALS FOR MALMÖ-LUND REGION
- Strengthening the connection with Copenhagen through transport 
infrastructure development across Öresund.
- Strengthening the connection within the region through transport 
infrastructure development.
- Prioritization of development of high-quality public transportation 
network.
- Creation of an attractive business environment and venues that 
would promote development and innovations.
- Production of housing units for sale and rent
- Setting up good conditions for sustainable cultural and ecological 
development.

DEVELOPMENT OF TRANSIT AND LOGISTICS
- Prioritization of water- and rail- transport over road transport.
- Support of development of united logistic chains around important 
transportation nodes 
- Reducing negative impact from the existing car oriented environ-
ment through effective management and re-planning
- Development of a dense regional cycle network with safe and com-
fortable routes

DEVELOPMENT OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT
- Sustainable urban growth through densification.
- Densification in areas close to public transportation nodes

- Existing Railway
Stations

- Possible Locations 
of New Railway Sta-
tions

- Areas selected for 
Future Development

- Areas with high 
potential for Future 
Development

- Tram line | Metro

- The main Railway 
Trail

“Important Regional Nodes”. In perspective, the areas around transportation nodes along the railway would be able to accommodate around 130,000 new inhabitants. 
Image Source: “Strukturbild MalmöLund”

Translated from swedish
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MAP OF LUND



Lunds Stadsdelsindelning
Image Source: Wikipedia

Bebyggelsens ålder. Year of construction of buildings
Image Source: Lund Kommun “Allmänna intressen och ställningstaganden”

Density Map. Lund
Image Source: Lund Kommun 

Lund. The main Roads
Image Source: http://hanshack.com

ANALYSIS MAPS



STRATEGIC PLANNING

Lund is a fast growing town. According to forecasts, 
Lund’s population might reach more then 200 000 inhabitants 
in less than 40 years. 10 000 new jobs are expected to be creat-
ed during the same period of time. The main intention of Lund 
municipality is to ensure that, despite of the future growth, 
Lund will remain in a position of one of the leading interna-
tional centers of research, education and entrepreneurship.

From an urban planning perspective, It is the beginning 
of a period of big changes for Lund. In the year 2019 a tram 
line from Lund C to ESS will be opened. In 2035, high speed 
train connection between Lund and Stockholm is planned to 
be established. New dense business and residential areas will 
be built along Kunskapsstråket. It is expected, that the new 
built environment will strengthen economic and social devel-
opment in the region and increase overall attractiveness for 
residents and visitors. In addition to that, the new town areas 
are expected to be created in accordance to notions of sus-
tainable urban development. (18)

The previous Lund’s urban development plan is dating 
back to the end of 80-s. The old strategy was focused on con-
struction of new railway infrastructure on the eastern side 
of the town. The main principle of urban development was 
building the new areas on farmlands, surrounding the town, 
not taking into consideration the questions regarding effi-
cient soil conservation and environmental impact. A couple 
of years ago, the old plan was questioned regarding its rele-
vance and efficiency. In October 2016, the new Development 
Strategy 2025 was adopted. It focuses on densification along 
the tram line Lund C - ESS and raises the question of neces-
sity of densification of the municipality’s eastern urban dis-
tricts. The plan is orientated on creation of new mixed use, 
dense, walkable, and pedestrian friendly environment. New 
business areas should be located close to the main transport 
nodes. There is also a chapter about creation of a ‘coherent 
city’ which is about establishment of strong connections be-
tween all city areas via creation of a network of public places 
for different social groups. In the future, Lund is supposed to 
become an economic accelerator for the whole Skåne region, 
what’s why the main attention is primarily focused on cre-
ation of livable, sustainable urban environment, oriented on 
attraction of new businesses and investments. (18)

Lund. “Idéskiss sammanhängande stad.”
Continuous City. Ideological vision
Image Source: “Översiktsplan planstrategi - samråd”

Lund. Regional development
Image Source: “Översiktsplan planstrategi - samråd”

Lund. Development Strategy 2025
Image Source: “Översiktsplan planstrategi - samråd”



CHALLENGES AND STRATEGIES

CHALENGES
For better formulation of the development goals for Lund, 

Lund municipality highlighted the main challenges, which 
should also be considered in the process of urban planning. 
(18)

1. CLIMATE SMART ARCHITECTURE 
AND URBAN PLANNING

In order to reach the goal of sustainable development 
with zero climate impact, we have to change the conventional 
methods and approaches to architecture and urban planning. 
The methods which are currently dominating construction 
markets are dating back to the previous century. The princi-
ples are outdated and it is not sustainable to follow them in 
the long run perspective. Big changes need to be made to en-
sure the construction of livable and attractive cities. (18)

2. ‘THE COHESIVE CITY’
From year to year, the structure of our society is becom-

ing more and more sophisticated and diverse. Unfortunate-
ly, apart from apparent advantages, diversification of social 
composition serves as a cause for growing tension between 
different social groups, genders, ages, ethnicities etc. On the 
level of urban planning, all these problems might be resolved 
by ensuring an organization of non-segregating or mutually 
isolating urban neighborhoods by means of creation a system 
of meeting places, which would bring different social groups 
together. (18)

3. NEIGHBORING TOWNS
Södra Sandby, Dalby, Veberöd and Genarp are the four 

urban settlements located in close proximity to Lund. All of 
them are located next to natural and recreational areas, and 
they have good access to western Skåne’s large labor market. 
Although, they are related to Lund in many ways, they all have 
their own unique independent prerequisites for future growth. 
(18)

4. REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Lund municipality is located in the expansive and dy-

namic Skåne region, in a close proximity to Malmo and Co-
penhagen, two rapidly developing economic centers.  Today, 
Lund has a position of a prominent educational and research 
center, which will be strengthened with the development of 

ESS, MAX IV and Kunskapsstråket, and the future integra-
tion of Lund with Copenhagen and Malmo plays a big role in 
Lund’s participation on the global arena. (18)

STRATEGIES
As a response to today’s challenges, six principal urban 

strategies were formulated: connect, create, densify, mix, re-
fine and open up:

CONNECT
Connect all areas of the town

CREATE
Develop new areas along the important ‘nodes’ 
and directions.

DENSIFY
Densify around public transport nodes. 

MIX
Create a mix of different functions and services 

REFINE
Design process should be based on planning 
site’s unique conditions. It should use the po-
tential of each area, in relation to the context 
ual background.

OPEN UP
Areas in the municipality should be opened up 
to each other and to the outside world



LUND. STRATEGY MAP 2035

There are several project sites in Lund, which are cur-
rently considered the most important areas for future devel-
opment. Brunnshög, Källby (Lund sydvästra) and Västerbro 
(Öresundsvägen) are the most important of all of them. The 
officially approved plan of development assumes that about 

3,000 new units of housing will be built in the next several 
years. Master plans for Fredentorp and Råbylund are expected 
to be developed soon. In total, Lund has a potential to accom-
modate more than 15,000 new tenants until the year 2035. (18)

Municipal densifica-
tion projects, Mixed 
Use Development

- Proposed areas for 
Future Development

-  Railway Trail, 
Tram Lanes,  Public 
Transportation lines

- Potential demand 
for public transit

- Green areas, Green 
belts

- Main Bus Stops

- Important areas for 
future development 
2035

- Potential for 
development in the 
future

- Potential for 
development. Lund 
+ Staffanstorps 
communes

- Construction of the 
new railway

Translated from swedish

Lund. Strategikarta 2035
Image Source: “Översiktsplan planstrategi - samråd”



POPULATION

BEFOLKNINGSPROGNOS
Population of Lund passed 116,000 inhabitants in the year 

2015. The population growth was largely due to admittance 
of refugees by Lund municipalities. In the future perspective, 
Lund’s population is expected to grow steadily during the pro-
jected period: 2016-2026. By 2 percent per year in the begin-
ning of the period, then by 1.5 percent per year until the period 
ends. ‘Befolkningsprognosen’ made by Lunds Kommun is an 
assumption of the future population growth. Many different 
factors affecting population growth were considered to get the 
most accurate result, however, there is no guarantees the fore-
cast is completely accurate. (In this prognosis, people seeking 
asylum are not considered, since they become citizens only 
after gaining an official residence permit.) (19)

POPULATION GROWTH UP TO 2016
The overall population change in the region depends 

on the number of births, deaths and population relocation. 
During the 21st century, the number of deaths in Lund in rela-
tion to the number of births did not change a lot. The number 
of births has increased since the year 2006 and it is remaining 
high since then. The number of deaths is expected to remain 
at the same level, as in the last few years. After a certain peri-
od of time, it will start to gradually increase as the number of 
population grows. (19)

IMMIGRATION AND EMIGRATION
The net migration rate in Lund is positive. The number 

of immigrants in 2015 was significantly higher than in 2014-
2012. The number of expatriates increased a lot in 2015 (from 
1274 in 2014 to 2,109 in 2015). The lowest net migration num-
ber in 2015 could be explained by the recalculations made by 
Skatteverket. (In 2015, the net migration was 153 people com-
pared to 891 people in 2014) The large number of asylum seek-
ers and refugees, who came to Sweden in the recent years will 
likely affect Lund’s future population growth. According to 
the Migration Board’s forecast, the number of asylum seekers 
will increase in 2017-2018 and then decline in 2019-2020. From 
2021, refugees are not included in the population forecast, be-
cause of the high level of uncertainty. (19)

Befolkningsprognos. Population projection for Lund. 2015 - 2026
Source: “Befolkningsprognos 2016 Lunds kommun”

Number of births, deaths and overall birth surplus in Lund municipality, 2000-2015
Source: “Befolkningsprognos 2016 Lunds kommun”

Net Migration
Source: “Befolkningsprognos 2016 Lunds kommun”



POPULATION GROWTH. REASONS
It is estimated that future net migration of Lund is going to 

increase in 2017-2019 and then decrease slightly. The assump-
tion is based on the plans of Lund University and Municipali-
ty to attract investors and businesses in the upcoming years. 
Lund University will influence the population inflow by com-
pletion of construction of MAX IV and ESS, which will create 
a big number of new jobs. Also, one of the major factors, that 
will affect population growth is the high birth rates in Swe-
den in late 1990s and early 2000s. The children born during 
the period is the next generation of prospective LU students. 
In addition to that, Swedish Institute (SI) organization and 
Lund University has been increasing the number of scholar-
ships, available for international applicants. The scholarships 
are aimed to help students from developing countries, with 
which Sweden has a long-term cooperation agreement. It is 
expected, that the increased number of scholarships is going 
to result in a high number of international master’s students 
at Lund University in 2016 an in the years to follow. (19)

Currently, the birth rate in Lund is fluctuating. It is esti-
mated to remain ‘average’ for the next three years, then to in-
crease in the last part of the forecasted period. Death rate is 
expected to increase, but not as much as the birth rate, which 
will likely result in the overall population surplus. The overall 
prognosis is assumed to remain positive for birth rate up to 
2025. (19)

PROGNOSIS
In the long run, population growth will continue to re-

main unusually high up until the year 2020. The reason for 
this is the current intension of Lund Municipality to accept 
more refugees, which will have a direct effect on positive 
net migration. The population increase in 2016-2021 is also 
highly dependent on the housing construction rate. There is 
a considerable amount of uncertainty regarding a number of 
refugees, therefore the numbers can fluctuate a lot from year 
to year, depending on the municipality’s capacity to receive 
refugees and the overall inflow of refugees to Sweden. Overall, 
Lund’s population is expected to reach more than 130,000 in-
habitants by 2021. (19)

Lund population. Demographic profile Age groups 1-100y. 2016 - 2026
Source: “Befolkningsprognos 2016 Lunds kommun”

Refugees with a residence permit admitted to Lund municipality, 2016-2021. 
Source: “Befolkningsprognos 2016 Lunds kommun”

Birth surplus and the number of immigrants and emigrants in Lund municipality. 
Source: “Befolkningsprognos 2016 Lunds kommun”



POPULATION AND HOUSING

As mentioned before, the population of Lund will continue 
to grow during the period 2014-2028, in accordance to the of-
ficial “Befolkningsprognos 2014” made by Lund kommun. The 
influence of the growth on the housing market is being eval-
uated, since there are still many factors, which are not known 
beforehand. Statistically, the rate of the housing construction 
in Lund was one of the highest in Skåne during the last de-
cade. However, despite of the intention of local government 
to meet the demand, there is a serious shortage of housing, 
especially, on the rental market. The number of applications 
is very high. The waiting time varies in regards to location of 
the accommodation in the town. For example, for the central 
areas the waiting time is about 6,1 years, for Väster - 5,6 years, 
for Norra Fäladen and Linero/ Mårtens Fälad - 4,3 years, and 
for Dalby it is about 3,6 years. In the second quarter of 2014, 
LKF had about 6 700 rental applications, which shows, that 
the pressure on the market is extremely high. (19)

HOUSING DEMAND AND SUPPLY
VULNERABLE GROUPS

Housing demand varies for different social groups. The 
conditions for getting a rent offer are different and some par-
ticular groups are more exposed to the crisis than the others:

YOUNG PEOPLE -  only half of young people 
(20-27-years-old) in Malmö and Lund manage to get a first-
hand rental contract. The proportion of young people living 
with their parents is increasing

STUDENTS - There are around 41,000 students current-
ly studying in LU. Only 60 % of them live in Lund

ELDERLY - there is also demand for housing for older 
people with special needs, since the proportion of elderly is 
expected to increase over the next few years (19)

Overall, planning for new residential areas should include 
analysis and evaluation of how the population of Lund should 
develop in the future. Interests of different social groups 
should be included into the future development strategy. 

Housing construction per resident 2004-2013 in Lund and in Skåne 
Source: “Befolkningsprognos 2016 Lunds kommun”

Distribution of different forms of tenure in Lund Kommun 2013. (%)
Source: “Befolkningsprognos 2016 Lunds kommun”



BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

Lund’s geographical location in the developing Öresund 
region provides access to an international business market, 
good opportunities for recruitment of a well-trained work 
force and excellent conditions for making business connec-
tions. Because of its unique historical background, Lund has 
established itself as a perspective place for business devel-
opment in many different ways. Firstly, the town has rec-
ommended itself as the center of science and research and 
is currently considered as one of largest Scandinavia’s insti-
tutions for higher education and research. Secondly, major 
companies such as Åkerlund & Rausing, Alfa Laval and Tet-
ra Pak have set the foundation for industry development. At 
the present moment, Brunnshögsområdet construction is the 
next step in setting up prerequisites for attracting new busi-
nesses and startups. (20)

Currently, there are approximately 65,000 people who are 
employed in Lund Municipality area, which makes Lund the 
ninth largest municipality in Sweden in regards to the num-
ber of jobs available. During the recent years, the number of 
jobs in Lund has increased by 17,000 places or by 36%. The 
main reason behind it is Kunskapsstråket area development 
and the construction of Brunnshög. Most of business areas lo-
cated in the central and western parts of the city. (21)

One of the strategies of Lund municipality in regards to 
the future city growth is integration of offices, institutions 
and retail spaces into residential areas. In case the areas are 
planned as mixed use environment, the streets will remain 
‘active’ and full of people. One of the approaches which is dis-
cussed is to develop Lund as a brand and try to re-plan and 
redistribute existing activities taking into consideration the 
future growth. Also, knowledge-intensive industries, which 
currently dominate the market, benefit from being close to ef-
ficient regional public transport. Hence, the improvement of 
traffic connection to Lund’s primary industrial areas is vital, 
in case the town wants to compete for the high quality work-
force in the region. (20)

Diagram showing the largest industries and the number of employees in Lund in 2000 
-2013. During the period, there was a shift towards knowledge-intensive industries, 
while the manufacturing industry is declining. 
Image Source: “Översiktsplan planstrategi - samråd” Translated from swedish

Employment in manufacturing 2007, different sectors
Image Source: “Översiktsplan planstrategi - samråd”

Job Distribution in Lund’s Different town areas. 2015
Image Source: “Översiktsplan planstrategi - samråd”



ESS and MAX IV

Currently, he world’s leading center for materials research 
is being built in Lund. The European Spallation Source (ESS) 
is a European Research Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC), a 
multi-disciplinary research facility based on the world’s most 
powerful neutron source. It is a Pan-European project with 15 
European nations as members and Sweden and Denmark as 
host nations.

ESS should become a multi-disciplinary research facility 
based on the world’s most powerful neutron source. The facil-
ity’s unique capabilities will both greatly exceed and comple-
ment those of today’s leading neutron sources, enabling new 
opportunities for researchers across the spectrum of scien-
tific discovery, including materials and life sciences, energy, 
environmental technology, cultural heritage and fundamental 
physics. The construction of the facility began in the summer 
of 2014, and the planning for the ESS user programme is on-
going. Scientists and engineers from more than 100 partner 
laboratories are working on updating and optimizing the ad-
vanced technical design of the ESS facility, and at the same 
time are exploring how to maximize its research potential. 1

MAX IV is a synchrotron light facility that should become 
a part of ESS. It was initiated by Lund University, the Swed-
ish Research Council, Region Skåne, and Vinnova (Sweden’s 
innovation agency). Research takes place in areas such as 
materials science, structural biology, chemistry and nano-
technology. The MAX IV facility is the largest and most am-
bitious Swedish investment in research infrastructure and 
the brightest source of x-rays worldwide. It will receive more 
than 2,000 scientists annually from Sweden and the rest of 
the world. 2

It is expected, that ESS and MAX IV will have a major im-
pact on Sweden, overall, and on MalmöLund Region in par-
ticular. 3000-4000 researchers and scientists are expected 
to move to Lund in the nearest future. The outcomes of the 
research might be brought into industries and production. 
However, the institutions will increase demand for services, 
housing, retail, labor, and infrastructure. 3 (25)

1. https://europeanspallationsource.se/about
2. https://www.lunduniversity.lu.se/research/max-iv-and-ess
3. http://www.malmolundregionen.se/in-english/

Location in Lund. ESS is linked directly to the new science campus of Lund Science Village (LSV) and the 
MAX IV particle accelerator.
Image Source: “COBE” Architecture Office



MOBILITY AND INFRASTRUCTURE

The biggest challenge related to Lund’s transport infra-
structure development is related to the rapid growth of the 
town. Forecast from Lunds kommun indicates, that the num-
ber of inhabitants will grow by 2% each year. The number of 
commuters and the overall mobility is expected to increase 
to the same extent. It is very important to remember, that the 
way the newly arrived people choose to travel and commute 
will have a major impact on the future transport system and 
the society, overall. During a very long period of time, Lund 
Municipality has been working successfully to develop more 
sustainable transport systems. This work has attracted a lot of 
attention both at a national and international level. However, 
with the expected scale of the town growth, the efforts need to 
be intensified, in order to maintain and improve the existing 
transport system performance. (26)

CHALENGES
If the population will grow by 2% each year and we con-

tinue to count cars as the dominant form of transportation, 
it will lead to a powerful increase in car traffic. Car oriented 
environment will significantly impact our daily lives:

- Climate. Cars affect global warming. There is a need to 
reduce car traffic by 10-20% overall, to achieve climate goals 
and reduce climate impact

- Land use and densification. Cars require a lot of space for 
parking. This is particularly evident in densification projects, 
where the area is limited and the number of residents is high.

- Attractiveness. If we want to make the town areas attrac-
tive, it is important to reduce all the inconveniences caused 
by motor traffic. Heavy car traffic significantly deteriorates 
urban environment.

- Health.  Cars emit a wide range of gases and solid matter, 
causing global warming, acid rains, and harming the environ-
ment and human health. 

- Traffic Congestion. Swedish Transport Administration 
forecasts 60% increase in traffic in the next 30 years in the 
southwestern Skåne, if nothing changes (26)

Public transport routes. Main directions and potential routes
Image Source: “Översiktsplan planstrategi - samråd”

Proposal for a new Bicycle Network within Lund municipality
Image Source: “Översiktsplan planstrategi - samråd”



“LUNDAMATS”

Lund municipality has been at the forefront of sustain-
able traffic and city planning for a very long time. The reason 
to it is a forward-looking overview and a sustainable traffic 
strategy LundaMaTs. Since the time of LundaMaTs II’s adop-
tion in 2006, the conditions for traffic and urban planning in 
Lund have changed. Lund is expanding, and its growing popu-
lation and number of businesses require more efficient use of 
its land and transport. To meet the challenges faced by Lund, 
six focus areas have been established. These provide clear di-
rection and prioritization for the LundaMaTs measures to be 
taken. The work done in these focus areas is combined with 
that done in each administration’s line organization – also 
run in the spirit of LundaMaTs – to achieve a more sustain-
able transport system. (27)

Lund is an attractive municipality undergoing robust en-
vironmental, economic and social development. Transport 
is a necessary part of this development and it enhances the 
individual’s quality of life – but it also has adverse effects if 
allowed to evolve without direction. That is why the goal in 
developing Lund’s transport system is at all times greater sus-
tainability. Success in ensuring an accessible and attractive 
environment that promotes sustainable development is de-
pendent on reduced car use and replacing the car with other 
modes of travel such as public transport, walking and cycling. 
(27)

Six focus areas for a more sustainable transport system in Lund
Image Source: “LundaMaTs III Strategy for a sustainable transport system in Lund Municipality”

LUNDAMATS. SIX FOCUS AEAS 
FOR A MORE SUSTAINABLE 
TRANSPORT SYSTEM IN LUND

To meet the challenges faced by Lund, six 
focus areas were defined. They show the 
main directions forfuture development

- Village development 
- A vibrant city centre
- Business transport
- Regional commuting
- Developing Lund
- Innovative Lund



GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Lund town area is approximately 2629 hectares (SCB, 
2015) . Urban green areas occupy 21% of the land, Public parks 
- around 12%. These areas comprise an important part of the 
town’s green infrastructure. People in all parts of the city live 
in a relative proximity to green spaces or green corridors, 
however, even if we can say that Lund has many green areas 
around the town, there is a limited amount of greenery within 
the central districts. Hence, it means that, statistically, Lund 
has few square meters of green area per inhabitant than many 

other Swedish cities. For the future development of green ar-
eas and parks in Lund, the following seven strategies were 
developed: Develop, Manage, Host, Innovate, Open Up, Utilize, 
and Connect. For now, Lund has many small green spaces 
which have a potential to be united into a connected green 
network. (30)

Green area per capita. 2010 square meters
Image Source: Statistiska centralbyrån SCB, 2010.

“Green Valley Flyinge”: creating a sustainable rural development with an “energy loop” – “Green Trail” - from ESS to Flyinge and further.
Image Source: Skånska Dagbladet  (29)

Lund. Green Areas. 
Image Source: Statistiska centralbyrån SCB.

Lund. Green Areas
Image Source: “Översiktsplan planstrategi - samråd”



CLIMATE

The climate on our planet is changing, as a result of global 
warming. How the future climate is going to be in Lund, most-
ly depends on the actions we take to reduce climate change 
and on the approaches we choose to develop our living en-
vironment. There is a big difference in scenarios of develop-
ment paths and one of the factors what might contribute most 
is the ability of a society to respond and change, in order to 
mitigate its environmental footprint. How the climate of the 
future Lund will look like at the end of the century highly de-
pends on how successful a climate policy will be and which 
development path we will follow. (30)

Climate Data. The climate in Lund is mild, and generally 
warm and temperate. On average, the annual temperature is 
7.8 °C. The average annual rainfall is 653 mm. Precipitation 
is the lowest in February, with an average of 35 mm. Most of 
the precipitation here falls in July, averaging 68 mm. At an 
average temperature of 16.5 °C, July is the hottest month of 
the year. February is the coldest month, with temperatures 
averaging -0.3 °C. Between the driest and wettest months, 
the difference in precipitation is 33 mm. Throughout the year, 
temperatures vary by 16.8 °C. (31)

Lund. Climate Graph
Source: Climate-Data.org

Lund. Temperature Graph
Source: Climate-Data.org

The monthly total of sun hours over the year in Malmo and Lund, Sweden.
Source: weather-and-climate.com/

Climatology No. 29, 2015 SMHI, Change in annual average temperature at the end of 
the century based on two development scenarios compared to the reference period 
(1961-1990) when the annual average temperature in Skåne was 7.2 ° C.
Image Source: “Översiktsplan planstrategi - samråd. Ett klimatanpassat Lund ”

From Climatology No. 29, 2015, SMHI. Change in precipitation during the winter pe-
riods at the end of the century based on two development scenarios in comparison  
to the reference period (1961-1990). 20-28% increase in precipitation in Lund mu-
nicipality according to the ‘better’ scenario is already a very big challenge. RCP 8.5 
shows 36-40% increase.
Image Source: “Översiktsplan planstrategi - samråd. Ett klimatanpassat Lund ”Lund.Wind Directions





4. PROBLEM STATEMENT
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THE CITY OF LUND
CHALLENGES AND PERSPECTIVES

In the most likely scenario of development, Lund will ex-
perience a stable growth in the nearest decade. Population is 
expected to grow steadily: Overall net migration will remain 
positive, the number of students will likely increase, and the 
completion of Brunnshög will facilitate an inflow of people 
into the town. According to forecasts made by Lund Munici-
pality, the Lund’s population might reach 200 000 inhabitants 
in 40 years. One of the major problems Lund is currently fac-
ing is an acute shortage of housing. The pressure on the hous-
ing market started to emerge a couple of decades ago and, 
since the population growth of the last decade exceeded all 
expectations, the existing construction pace is a way too low 
to supply an amount of housing needed to accommodate all 
the people.

Furthermore, after construction of Oresund bridge be-
tween Denmark and Sweden, the importance of Malmo-Lund 
region in global arena has increased, since the newly created 
connection to Copenhagen opened up new opportunities to 
business development and cooperation. The campaign ‘Great-

er Copenhagen” is being developed to promote the region as 
an attractive place for investment and development. Lund, as 
an important participant of the campaign, should become a 
new ‘Silicone Valley” of Scandinavia. However, despite all the 
opportunities the idea is offering to the town, it puts a lot of  
pressure on infrastructure development and, simultaneously, 
on the housing market

Nonetheless, despite of all the challenges, there are a lot 
of perspectives for the town. Currently, both Lund and Malmo 
municipalities are working on the comprehensive plans of 
local and regional development and, according to their fore-
casts, the region has a potential to develop a highly functional 
network of infrastructure and public transportation, increase 
a level of entrepreneurship, and even improve future ecologi-
cal conditions. Lunds Kommun states, that Lund has a poten-
tial to build more than 15,000 housing units until the year 2035 
and accommodate 130 000 of new residents after finishing of 
the construction of residential areas along the Malmo-Lund 
railway.

Exhibition Poster  “En stund i Lund – staden från 1500-talet till idag är uppbyggd kring olika teman och spänner över 500 år.”
Image Source: Kulturen, Lund



THE CITY OF LUND
PROFILE

1    Growing Population 2    Business Development

3    Regional Cooperation 4    Housing Crisis



6    Social diversity5    Lund University

8    Sustainable Transportation Development7    Vast Green Areas



5. THE VISION
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THE VISION
MODEL OF SUSTAINABILITY



MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT



DIFFERENT TYPES OF HOUSING



SYSTEM OF GREEN SPACES



CONNECTED SYSTEM OF 
URBAN PUBLIC SPACES



SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORTATION



DESIGN PRINCIPLES

Compact|Dense|Walkable 
Neighborhoods

Diversity of Housing Typolo-
gies

Mixed-Use Environment

Development of Multiple 
Forms of Transit

Organisation of Built Forms| 
Climate Smart Design

System of Green Spaces|Green 
Corridors



6. THE SITE
Photo Sourse: Lunds kommun



SITE LOCATION



SITE SELECTION
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIES. NEW TRAIN STATION

In response to the challenges Lund is facing, Lunds Kom-
mun developed an ‘Översiktsplan planstrategi’ - a planning 
strategy which is supposed to contribute into mitigation of 
the growing housing crisis. Several areas are highlighted as 
the ‘areas of high importance’ and Lund Sydvästra is one of 
the places mentioned as an important neighborhood for fu-

ture development. The place is considered as an ‘important 
point’ for regional cooperation development because of the 
new station which will be built soon. The master plan for the 
area has not been approved and the planning process is still 
undergoing. Hence, there is a place for new ideas and solu-
tions. 

Lund. Development Strategy 2025
Image Source: “Översiktsplan planstrategi - samråd”

Lund. Strategikarta 2035
Image Source: “Översiktsplan planstrategi - samråd”

“Important Regional Nodes”. In perspective, the areas around transportation 
nodes along the railway would be able to accommodate around 130,000 new 
inhabitants. 
Image Source: “Strukturbild MalmöLund”

Public transport routes. Main directions and potential routes
Image Source: “Översiktsplan planstrategi - samråd”



A network of public places is as important for cities as 
a system of transportation or any other kind of physical in-
frastructure. Lunds kommun is currently working on a plan 

development. There is a vision of how the system of meeting 
places should look like in the nearest future, and the area 
around the new station and Höje å will play a big role in it. 

MEETING PLACES

Möte Infrastruktur-en skiss
Image Source: Stadsliv och möten. En Inledande del i arbetet med Lunds nya Översiktsplan PM8”



Höje å vattenråd
Image Source: “http://www.vattenatlas.se/”

Kartan visar en del av åtgärderna för rekreation inom Höjeåprojektet II (vid Flackarp i Lund). 
Image Source: “Utvärdering av Höjeåprojektet”

The area along the Höje creek has a very high natural val-
ue. In all strategic plans it is marked as an area which should 
be protected on a national level. It is a part of a bigger Höje 
River Basin. The area has  recreational, aesthetic, cultural, his-

torical, and ecological value. It marks the site boundaries and 
the design proposal should take into consideration the exis-
tence of the connection to the important eco-system

HÖJE Å

Photo Sourse: Personal Archives 



The city of Lund is growing and one of the directions of 
the growth is towards Staffanstorp kommun. (36) Currently, 
both the municipalities are working on developing a common 
plan, including the construction of residential areas on both 
sides of Höje å. There is no final conclusion on how the areas 
are going to be developed, but the solution should be benefi-
cial for both the parties involved. The situation attracts a lot 
of attention from the society (38), and there are still a lot of 
political debates about it. (37)

EUROPAN 13
The area was presented as a site to develop in EUROPAN 13 

architecture competition. The desicion to include it was trig-
gered by the fact that a new station along the Lund-Malmö-Co-
penhagen railway will be built within the site. Although, Lund 
municipaly admitted that the results might be used to devel-
oped new ideas, none of the proposals will be implemented 
directly. (39)

REGIONAL COOPERATION, EUROPAN 13

Lund| Staffanstorp. Common Vision
Image Source: Sydsvenskan

Project Site
Image Source: EUROPAN 13

‘Frontside’ project
Image Source: EUROPAN 13

‘‘Culture Symbiotic’ project
Image Source: EUROPAN 13

‘‘Culture Symbiotic’ project
Image Source: EUROPAN 13



SITE MAP
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Photo Source: https://sv.wikipedia.org/
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Photo Source: https://www.riksbyggen.se/Photo Source: https://www.riksbyggen.se/

1  
2  

1  2  

3 

4  

5  

7  

8  

9  

10  
11  

12  

6  



At sdcsdv

Photo Source: “Fastighetsvärlden Idag”, https://www.fastighetsvarlden.se/notiser/estancia-utokar-lund/

Photo Source: https://sv.wikipedia.org/ Photo Source: sydsvenskan.se, http://www.mynewsdesk.com/
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Photo Source: https://sv.wikipedia.org/

Photo Source: https://earth.google.com/, http://www.vasyd.se/ Photo Source: https://www.mynewsdesk.com/se, http://www.vasyd.se/

8  

9  

10  

11  

12  



INDUSTRIAL AREAS

KÄLLBY AVLOPPSRENINGSVERK
Källby Wastewater Treatment Plant was built in Lund 

in 1933 to ensure safe wastewater treatment for town resi-
dents. Today, it receives 350 liters’ wastewater per second. 
Over 100,000 residents are connected to the plant. In the re-
cent year, the strategy for wastewater treatment in Lund has 
changed. Running several small wastewater treatment plants 
is resource-demanding, and a larger wastewater treatment 
plant would provide a better and more reliable treatment. For 
these reasons, it is planned to redirect wastewater current-
ly treated at smaller plants to the Källby Plant in Lund. Also, 
because of the future development of the area, there are ideas 

about the plant relocation and equipment upgrade. However, 
the decision is not certain, and the ideas are still under con-
sideration. (40)

Å&R CARTON LUND AB
Å&R Carton Lund AB provides carton packaging solutions 

for food, healthcare, and other industries. A&R Carton is head-
quartered in Lund, Sweden. It employs 1900 people and has 
13 production plants in eight European countries, a sales net-
work covering Europe, the U.S. and parts of Asia and a global 
network of business partners. The company is a member of 
AR Packaging Group AB.



Å&R Carton Lund AB
Photo Source: Personal Archives 

Summer House near Å&R Carton Lund AB
Photo Source: Personal Archives 

Å&R Carton Lund AB
Photo Source: Personal Archives 



BUILDING USE
LAND USE
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MULTI-STOREY APARTMENT BLOCKS MULTI-STOREY BUILDINGS

PRIVATE HOUSES

BUILDING TYPOLOGY



NATURE, WATER AND GREENERY
HÖJE Å VATTENRÅD, KÄLLBY DAMMARNA

Photo Sourse: Personal Archives 

Sources used to make the diagram: http://www.vattenatlas.se, http://www.hojea.se/



TRANSPORTATION

In accordance to the information from Lund Kommun, the 
surrounding street network is formed by the roads of high im-
portance. Car traffic is approximately 6 000 vehicles per day 
along Trollebergsvägen and Reuben Rausingsväg,16 000 ve-
hicles/day along the Ringväg and Malmövägen. On Åkerlund 
och Rausingsvägen, as well as on Nordenväg the traffic reach-
es a peak at 3 500 vehicles/day. Trollebergsvägen has a bicy-
cle path with approximately 3 000 cyclists/day. Malmövägen’s 
cycle paths has approximately 1 500 cyclists/day.

Despite of being surrounded by the busy arterial roads, 
the site is not well integrated into Lund’s road network. None-
theless, the primary roads ensure site connection to Malmö, 
Copenhagen, Helsingborg and Kristianstad. The area is divid-
ed in two parts by the southern railway line, one of the most 
highly trafficked railway lines in Sweden. There are only three 
connections over the railway for pedestrians and cyclists. 
The area is prone to noise pollution, mainly from the railroad 
where the level of noise in some areas is up to 70 dBA. In the 
direct vicinity of the railway, the noise level is even higher.

Street hierarchy, Main Roads



KLOSTERGÅRDEN STATION

The new station at Klostergården is a result of an expan-
sion of the train capacity between Lund and Malmö. Two new 
train tracks will be built, meaning that there will be, overall, 
four tracks connecting the two cities. The new train stop at 
Klostergården is suppose to create new opportunities for de-
velopment around the station and also result into the connec-
tion of the southern part of Lund to the regional railway traffic.

The station will not only become an important transport 
hub, but will also create an important meeting point for locals 
and visitors. The station will establish a strong connection 
across the railroad and offer opportunities for creating mixed 
use development along the existing built environment.(41)

URBAN CARPET. Project by Tredje natur architecture office
Images Source: Tredjenatur

URBAN CARPET. Project by Tredje natur architecture office
Images Source: Tredjenatur



HISTORICAL MAPS

Source: http://www.vattenatlas.se
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SUMMARY



Flygbild som visar Lund sydvästra
Photo Sourse: Lunds Kommun
Photograph: Ingvar Nilsson



7. DESIGN PROPOSAL
Å&R Carton Lund AB
Photo Sourse: Personal Archives 



CONNECT

EXPAND

PRESERVE

PROTECT

CREATE

STRATEGY

In response to the challenges Lund is facing, 5 
strategies were developed to ensure sustainable urban 
development in the future:

- Connect 2 districts separated by the train lines
- Expand and densify the existing road network
- Preserve natural environment
- Protect the newly built areas from noise pollution
- Create new centers of public life



MASTER PLAN



NEW DISTRICTS

SYSTEM OF ROADS PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION LINES

STRATEGY APPLICATION

To ensure the development of a diverse non 
monofunctional environment, the area is devid-
ed into 3 districts: The area near the new train 
station, The district near the factory with busi-
ness and entertainment buildings, and the area 
on the west where the new Center for Wellness 
will be located along with some agrocultural 
buildings. 

The system of roads is renewed and densi-
fied. There will be 2 tunnels underneath the train 
lines and 2 new pedestrian bridges which will 
connect the currently separated parts of the city.

The new station will connect the area to 
Lund, Malmo, Copenhagen and many other re-
gional destinations. The currently existing Bus 
station is going to remain at the same place, the 
bus routes could be easily adjusted to the new 
road network



BUILDING USE

Creation of mixed use development is one of the core 
strategies to ensure construction more accessible, walkable, 
and attractive built environment



KLOSTERGÅRDEN STATION



KLOSTERGÅRDEN STATION

Entertainment                  Business                       Transportation

The area near the new Klostergården Station is supposed 
to become a place where the financial, administration, com-
mercial and entertainment institutions are going to be locat-
ed. It will also become the main transport hub of the neigh-
borhood.



KLOSTERGÅRDEN DISTRICT



KLOSTERGÅRDEN DISTRICT



KLOSTERGÅRDEN DISTRICT

The character of urban fabric in Klostergården District 
varies in relation to location of areas in regards to the exist-
ing green areas and the train station. The closer to Höje å, the 
less urbanized urban fabric becomes. The transition aims to 

preserve the characteristics of the green environment on the 
southern part and create the busy center on the north. The 
composition will provide a diversity of built environment and 
functions 





HÖJE Å DISTRICT

Former Industrial Areas                             Business Areas                                           Educational Areas



Former Industrial Areas               Business Areas                               Educational Areas

Vertical Gardens

Eco Materials

Green Roofs

Green Public Spaces
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NEW DISTRICTS

The Höje å district is located in a close proximity to the 
protected areas of the river. That’s why it is important to de-
velop guidelines to construction, which would contribute into 
integration of the newly built environment into the natural 
landscape

 



SECTION 1-1

HÖJE Å. HOUSING BLOCKS



CITY CONTEXT



CONNECTIONS. PEDESTRIAN WAYS



CONNECTIONS. PEDESTRIAN WAYS



CONNECTIONS. MAIN ROADS



CONNECTIONS. MAIN ROADS



INTEGRATION INTO THE EXISTING CONTEXT



RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS



RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS

NEW BUILDINGS RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS

RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS



LIVING SPACE
NUMBER OF RESIDENTS



RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTSRESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS



RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTSRESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS



HOUSING CRISIS 
NUMBER OF RESIDENTS

In accordance to the predictions made by Lunds Kommun, 
Lund’s population will continue to grow in the nearest couple 
of decades. Thus, the growing demand on the housing mar-
ket is expected to raise. In the project, the expected number 
of future residents in the newly constructed areas may vary 
in regards to the size of flats and requirements towards allot-
ted square meters per person. Theoretically speaking, the area 
would be able to accommodate from 6200 to 10000 number 

of new residents. The numbers are quite approximate, since 
many factors such as variety of sizes of apartments, common 
living areas, engineering networks etc. were not taken into 
account in the calculations. Nonetheless, It is possible to say 
that the new proposed residential areas may contribute into 
mitigation of the tension on the housing market and provide 
accommodation to both future students and residents of Lund

PHASE 1 PHASE 2 PHASE 3

PHASING



8. CONCLUSION
Photo Sourse: Personal Archives



CONCLUSION

Lund Sydvästra is a big area located close to the central 
areas of Lund. There are a lot of opportunities for development 
of the town region into a high quality mixed use neighbor-
hood with many new houses and other establishments. The 
development process is facilitated by the construction of the 
new train station on the nouthern part of the site. For the pur-
pose of ensuring the town growth in accordance to notions of 
sustainable development, it is important to choose the right 
directions of planning of the new district which should be 
oriented onto development of an attractive mixed use neigh-
borhood with walkable green streets and a good access to 

public transportation. The thesis project presents one of the 
options of how the area having the previously mentioned 
qualities migh look like in the future. The urban planning pro-
cess is very flexible, therefore the goals of sustainable urban 
growth might be acheived in many different ways. However, 
the concept of Lund Sydvästra development presented in the 
paper, can be used as a basement for the real life planning pro-
cess on a municipal level
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