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Abstract

The phenomenon of gender-based violence (GBV) and the magnitude it takes in
Argentina is raising great concerns within the country, intergovernmental organisations
and women’s movements. Since 2015 a women’s movement named Ni Una Menos was
established to create visibility and fight for the eradication of gender-based violence in
the country. Building upon the Integrative Ecological Framework, using Feminist and
Cultural Approaches this paper seeks to analyse activists’ perceptions of GBV
phenomenon and the associated factors reproducing GBV in the Argentinian context.
Supported by a literature review and theoretical framework, field research was
conducted in Argentina. Field data was collected by carrying out eight semi-structured
interviews with Ni Una Menos activists, followed by a presentation of the findings and
analysis through an adopted analytical model. The main findings of this study
demonstrate a complex and multidimensional disposition of gender-based violence
understood by the activists. Activists hold a contemporary view of the phenomenon by
placing emphasis on the culturally accepted social and gender norms and persevering
daily behaviours, which are claimed to be a form of violence in itself. Additionally, an
ongoing legitimisation of GBV by public structures, activists situate as a foundation and

an equal participant of GBV and its reproduction.

Keywords: Gender-based violence, phenomenon, women’s movement, Ni Una Menos,
ecological framework, cultural approach, feminist approach, constructivist approach,
Argentina.

Word count: 14 918

1| Page



Acknowledgement

The birth of this paper has been a personal and professional journey for me. From the
moment | decided to carry out fieldwork in Argentina until the very last moment of this
paper’s submission, I was blessed with the support I received from my family, friends,
colleagues and new acquaintance. Without them, [ would never be where [ am now. Thus
an eternal Thank You! There are particular contributions of many whom I want to

mention here:

Elaine, Mirinda, Mike, Nuch, Shai and Thijs for constantly strengthening and shaping my

professional growth, global mindset, cultural sensitivity.

To all my new acquaintances and friendships in Argentina, where the fieldwork was
carried out. In particularly to Clara and Graciela for being invaluable informants of this
fieldwork; to all the activists for taking part in the interviews and sharing eye-opening
information about gender-based violence phenomenon; to Manuel, for introducing to the
developmental issues within the country and mentoring throughout the entire process of

my internship at UNAIDS Cono Sur.

My one and only brother from another mother Joshi, for being an irreplaceable sounding

board, guider and emotional support throughout the entire process of this paper.

To Alexa, Gayani, leva, Joaquin and Olguita, for continuous inspiration, encouragement

and help in this journey.

My supervisor Moira Nelson for the patience and for guiding the process even when I

myself did not know where I am going with it.

And most importantly, infinite appreciation to my mom for her unconditional love,

emotional aid and tireless inspiration for me to continue with this journey.

2 | Page



Acronyms

AMMAR - La Asociacién de Mujeres Meretrices de Argentina

COHA - Council of Hemispheric Affairs

GBV - gender-based violence

GBVIMS - Gender-Based Violence Information Management System
IWCH - International Women and Children’s Health Conference
VAW - violence against women

UNHCR - United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

UNWOMEN - The United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of
Women

3| Page



TABLE OF CONTENTS

1 INTRODUCTION ....cuueiiiiineeiiisneeiiiseeeiissssesiisiseesssssseessssssesssssssesssssssessssssesssssasesssssssessssssessessanesssssssassssanes 6
11 PURPOSE AND RESEARCH QUUESTION ...ceetuurireinrreesirteeseiireeesisteessireeessmreeesmnaeessineeesemneeesnnaeessaraeesesnnesesannneas 8
1.2 DEMARCATION ...uutetteteenteeseeseestesueeemeesseesseesseeasesasesanesseesbeesseenstenstamesemeeebeenseenseeasesanesanesbeesbeenseenseenseenneans 9
1.3 THESIS OUTLINE. ¢t euteeueeteereeureeiteseeesseesbeesbee st eseeatesmeesbee b e eaneeasesanesheesheesbeenbe e et emsteseesneenbe e reennesanesanesmeenree 9

2 BACKGROUND ......coiiiiiiiinniiiiiiiiniinssiiisiiinssassssisssiimsssssssssstimsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnnnns 10
2.1 GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE IN ARGENTINA ..ccuuttieiiitteeiitteessireeeseireseseiiae e s smaeesssireeesenneessnasesssnnesesenneeesnnneas 10
2.2 THE CULTURE OF MACHISMO, MICROMACHISMO AND MARIANISMO .....uveeuteeieriieniiesiiesieeseeeseeeesusesseesseesseensens 11
2.3 THE DEVELOPMENT OF WOMEN’S MOVEMENTS IN ARGENTINA....c.vtereereenrenrensreseesieesseesseeseeseeeneesseesseesseennens 13
2.4 NTUNA IMENOS. ...ttt b et e e e s s b st e e e e s s ab s s e s e e s sesabaseseesseans 14

3 LITERATURE REVIEW. ......uuctiiiiuiiiiiinreiiinnneiissnteiissnesiissneiisseeiossseeissssessesssesessssessessssesssssssesssssssssesss 15
31 GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE — CONCEPTS, MEANINGS AND INTERPLAY OF BOTH TERMS.....cc.veeverierieerieenieenieeneeeneens 15
3.2 FORMS AND TYPES OF GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE ....c.vveueeveeueeteeneesueesseesseeteesesasesseesseesseenseensesnessneesseensesssens 18

4 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK ......uvtiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiietiiiseesiistesissssesssssasesssssssesssssssessssssesssssssesssssssesssssnns 20
4.1 FEMINIST APPROACH TO GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE .....c.vteutteteenteentesueesseenseenteebesssesseesseesseenseensesnessneenseensesssens 20
4.2 THE CULTURAL THEORY OF GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE.....ceuvteutieuterutanteenteentessesnsesaeesaeesseesseensesnsesnsesnsesseessessses 21
4.3 AN INTEGRATIVE ECOLOGICAL APPROACH ... cettetteteeteetesatesutesutasseesteentesnsesasesaeesaeesseesseensesnsesnsesseesseensesnses 24

5 THE ECOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK AS ANALYTICAL MODEL FOR GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE.................... 25

6 IMETHODOLOGY .....uuutiiiinntiiiinneiiisnneiiisssneiismeeiossmesiosssesissteiesssteiesssessssstesessssessesssnesssssssesssssnsssess 26
6.1 RESEARCH DESIGN AND IMIETHOD .....ccuvtitteriereeresee st st esntene e s st esne et enesenesenesaeesaeesne e e eanesnnesnnesneenees 26
6.2 DATA SAMPLING ..cvtteeittie sttt ettt a e e s b bt e s e bbb e e s ab b e e e sba e e s s b b e e e s bb e e e s baeessnbbaeesaanns 27
6.3 IMIATERIAL eetiuttieiiittie ettt sttt sttt s b e e s b b e e s e bb et e s bbb e e e s bb e e s s bb e e e s abbe e e sbaeeessabanesaanns 28
6.4 SEMI-STRUCTURED INTERVIEWS ..c..viuviiurieneenneenriereeeresinesiee st esseesaeeaessessseesmeesne e reenesanesanesanesaeesaeesneenneennsns 29
6.5 DATA ANALYSIS ..euvtetteteeteeteetesueesteesteeteeatesasesseesseesseeseenseeasteseeeseanbeenbeeabeeabesabesbeesbeenstenseeneeeneenbeenseenrens 29
6.6 LIMITATIONS AND RELIABILITY 1.uvvtiiiriieiiitiieiiireesiirtes st e e sire e sbat e s sibe s e sesbae e sbasesssabasesenneessanbaesssabasessnnns 30
6.7 ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS «..couviutieurinteenreertereseresine st e saeesntesaesseesseesneesneeneesresanesenesaeesaeentennsenneennesneereennens 31

7 FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS.....cosottiiniuneriissnneiissneeiessneiiesssnessssseesesssseesesssnessessssessssssessesssnesssssssssssssssesesss 32
7.1 INDIVIDUAL LEVEL 1.envieniieieete ettt ettt sttt et et s s n et s senesaeesmeeneen e e e e emnesneeneeanees 33

7.1.1 07 ] o1 T oY= o= S USURROt 33
7.1.2 Fear of Losing Control and STatus.......ccccueieieiiiie et s s e e e e e e s nae e e e snraeeeennes 34
7.2 RELATIONSHIP LEVEL....euveeutieuieeiteeieesteeste ettt st see st srtesne e et et s s e n e e e ear e s anesenesmeesmeene e et emeeeneeeneeneeanens 34
7.2.1 o 0 a1 AV L0 LU= o ol YU 34
7.2.2 M€ DOMINANCE ..ttt e bt sa e e bt e sab e e bt e sab e e sabeesabeesaneesabeesaneens 35
7.2.3 Gender POWEr IMBalanCe .......coviiiiiiiiiier e e 36
7.3 COMMUNITY LEVEL ..vtenttenreeteeitestesieesieesree st ettt eseesnee s e n e aresaresanesaeesmeesse e et emeeemeesneesneeaneearesanesanesmnennee 37
7.3.1 ReliIOUS COMMUNILTIES ..uviiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt e e e e e e e e e st ba e e e e e e s esantaaeeeeeeessnnsaaaeaaeas 37
7.3.2 PEEI INTIUBNCE ..t sttt e s e sareesanee s 38
7.4 SOCIETAL LEVEL 1.ttt ettt et ettt ettt st e sa e n e et e e e s e r e r e e e sanesanesonesmeenneenneenneenneens 39

4 | Page



7.4.1 Woman Obijectification and Victimisation..........ccuuviiieiiii it 39

7.4.2 The Culture of MicromachiSmMO ......cocuiiiiiiiiec et 40

7.4.3 LegitimiSation Of GBV .......c.ciiiiiiiiieiiie ettt ettt st s e st e s sab e eane e s b e e eanee s 41

74.4 Male VS FEMAIE ROIES .....eeuiieniieiieeiieeese ettt st sttt 43

8 CONCLUSIONS AND FUTURE RESEARCH.........ccoctiiiinneiiinneeiiiseneiisnneesisssesssssssesssssseessssssesssssssessssssneses 45
8.1 SUMMARY <..eutieuteeitesteesteeste e et e st et eae e eseeshe e bt e s s e e e s e sanesbeesbee bt e bt e aeteme e ehe e e R e e b e e b e en s e e anesanesbnesreenneenneenneenreene 45
8.2 ANSWERING THE RESEARCH QUESTION ....euuveteeieeseeteenseeueeeneesseesseeseesnesanessnesanesmeesseenseenseensseneessessseensesnnens 45
8.3 FUTURE RESEARCH ...vttiiiiiiiiiiiitiiee ittt ettt s e ab s s e e e s s s b s s e e e s e s aab s s e s e e s senabaseseessaans 46

9 LITERATURE LIST ..cuutiiiiiieiiiieeiiiieeniiisseesisstesssssssessssssessessssesssssssesssssssessssssessessasesssssssesssssnssssssanesssnne 48
10O  APPENDICES .....cccuuuiiiiiiiiiuneiiiiiiinrnnssssisssinmssssssssssssmmsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnnes 55
10.1  APPENDIX A — INTERVIEW CONSENT FORM ....ceiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiriie sttt ettt e s e s snne e s snaee e 55
10.2  APPENDIX B —LIST OF INTERVIEWEES AND INTERVIEW SCHEDULE .....c.veerttetientieutenseenteenteeresresseesmeeseeenseensesnnene 57

5| Page



1 INTRODUCTION
“Ni Una Menos is aneed, a demand, a call to combine efforts against violence

and against the lack of autonomy for our bodies and our lives. It is a
denunciation against those who with their words and their institutional
roles, their silence and their presumed neutrality, are accomplices of the

transvesticides and femicides?!. (Ni Una Menos, 2016)

This statement was published days before one of Ni Una Menos (translated as Not One
Less?) nationwide marches in Argentina, which became a common response to rising
gender-based violence (GBV) and femicide instances in the country. Such a declaration
not only depicts the notion of women’s struggle to fight against GBV, but it also
demonstrates the complexity that the concept holds. Witnessed slogans and references
to “violencia patriarchal” (patriarchal violence) or “violencia machista” (male chauvinist
violence) displayed during marches gives an impression that Ni Una Menos activists seek
to visualise and bring to public attention different forms of GBV, which in Argentinian

society has been ignored, silenced or accepted as ordinary behaviours (Vargas, 2015).

Gender-based violence is an immense issue worldwide. It emerges in different forms and
types where anyone may become a victim, yet women and girls are the most frequent
ones exposed to GBV instance (UNWOMEN, 2019a). There are countries where up to 70%
of women experience sexual or physical violence from family members or intimate
partners (ibid.). Moreover, continuous concerns are being raised by NGOs, civil societies
and intergovernmental actors regarding the ongoing incidence of an extreme form of
gender-based violence - a murder of a woman, which is often referred to as femicide
(Amnesty International, 2018; EUROSUR, 2018). Here, Latin America is the region with
the highest number of countries where such an extreme form of violence arises
(UNWOMEN, 2019b). Statistics show that out of 25 countries with the highest rates of
femicide, 14 are in Latin America. As such, Argentina belongs to one of the 14 countries

where women are frequent victims of femicide (ibid.).

For decades Argentinian civil society and women’s movements have been demanding

governance decision makers to take action in addressing gender-based violence and

1 Femicide or feminicide is a term created by a feminist professor Diana Russell (Russell D. E. H., 2018)
who defined the term as an "the intentional killing of females (women or girls) because they are females".
2 All translations from Spanish to English language is translated by the author of this thesis, unless stated
otherwise.
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femicide. However, only in recent years, this problem has escalated within the state’s
policy, public and academic debates due to troubling empirical realities (HRC, 2017).
Argentinian women are victims of femicide every 33 hours, and while this type of
violence is an utmost cruel version of gender-based violence, it is a pinnacle in a series of
different forms of violence that women are experiencing daily (La Casa del Encuentro,
2018; UNWOMEN, 2019 b). Hence, a growing public voice of women’s NGOs and feminist
movements in the country have been taking an active role in calling on society and
political actors to take corresponding actions to eradicate all kinds of gendered abuses to
which particularly women are exposed (AMMAR, 2016; La Casa del Encuentro, 2018; Ni
Una Menos, 2019).

Women and feminist movements in Argentina are known to be some of the most vibrant
and successful in their accomplishments (Abrego, 2017). Owning to feminist movements,
Argentina became one of the driving states in Latin America to set a quota of female
representation (Allegrone, 2001). Women’s movements are also known to be at the front
of the fight for justice during the hardship of the states’ dictatorship when thousands of
people disappeared (IWCH, 2017). Furthermore, just in 2018, with a mass street
mobilisation of over one million women, a partial win, was attained in the Argentinian

Senate decriminalising abortion (The Guardian, 2019).

Ni Una Menos movement is named as the most prominent women’s movement in
Argentina’s history (Abrego, 2017). A variety of women'’s organisations and movements,
as well as women'’s agency, is seen to create a strong and united representation of women
in the country. With one of the key objectives to fight against gender-based violence
(ibid.), the activists bring in various forms of GBV from the private to the public domain,
creating new interpretations of the concept while deconstructing conventional and
cultural practices of gender roles and power relations (Hall, 2015; Risley, 2006). Such is
also apparent in the introductory quote, where the cues are given to contemporary
understanding of gender-based violence and its divergent components, that activists
claim to have been ignored or given as a common conduct. It is evident that the activists,
as individuals or members of multiple organisations, that form the current outline of GBV
understanding is perpetually changing. Thus it is pertinent to look at the ways GBV

concept is understood amongst activists of the broadest women movement in Argentina.
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With this notion, this paper intends to contribute to a comprehensive knowledge on how
Ni Una Menos activists understand the phenomenon of gender-based violence, what
personal meanings are given to different forms of GBV and what key factors are

understood to be to continue reproducing this phenomenon.

1.1 Purpose and Research Question

The vast literature upholds different theoretical approaches to analyse the phenomenon
of gender-based violence, what the concept entails and in what ways it transforms or
reproduces social changes (Lawson, 2012; Mtetwa, 2017; Merry, 2009; Scriver et al,,
2015). Other authors frame GBV through analysing local and global policies and the
impact that political and public actors create to curb the issue (Berns, 2001; Calvo Garcia,
2016; Garcia & de Oliveira, 2011; Sutton, 2007; Vargas, 2015). However, in past decades,
with the rise of women’s and feminist movements worldwide, their role and strategies
developed to eliminate GBV have been of particular interest (Abrego, 2017; Del Carmen
Feijoo, Nari & Fierro, 1996; Hall, 2015). Authors’ attention often is drawn to women’s
movements’ goals, campaign strategies and created impact on policy or societal changes.
Yet to this day, fewer academic studies analyse movements’ activists’ individual
perceptions about a particular phenomenon. Ni Una Menos is relatively new yet
considered to be the biggest women’s movement in Argentina, where activists are named
as “the agents of transformation” of women’s issues (Abrego, 2017:116). This gives
evidence that activists play an essential role in the Argentinian context, therefore the
importance of studying activists’ individual understandings is apparent. Hence, this study
aims to contribute to the research field of gender-based violence, by analysing
contemporary perceptions of how the movement’s activists understand GBV and what
elements are linked to or identified as part of the phenomenon. In this regard, the study

seeks to answer the research question:

- How is gender-based violence understood by the Ni Una Menos activists in

Argentina?

To answer the research question, the intention is to grasp what unorthodox and
unconventional interpretations of the phenomenon are described by the activists and

ways in which GBV is considered to manifest. As the approach of this study is qualitative,
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the main research question is rather broad. Such an approach provides space and

freedom for the activists to describe gender-based violence according to their viewpoints.

This study will contribute to the broader development discourse of gender-based
violence through providing individual and contemporary comprehensions that are given
by women activists, those who are at the frontline, seeking the eradication of GBV in
Argentina. As George and Bennett (1975:20) elucidate, by studying a phenomenon within
a particular case, which is Ni Una Menos activists for this study, it provides “powerful
advantages” for identification of novel concepts or variables of that phenomenon
amongst particular groups or individuals, which is less explored or lack in gaining
adequate recognition. Moreover, studying GBV perceptions amongst Ni Una Menos
activists, also contributes to other broad development issues such as gender equality,

women’s empowerment and the interplay amongst them (Risley, 2006).

1.2 Demarcation

Due to the scope of this study, it is essential to note that while certain aspects of gender-
based violence are relevant and essential, they are not analysed in further depth. For the
purpose of this paper, an impact, prevention and provision notions of GBV will not be
examined. Also, Argentina is a democratic state in which no war or emergencies are
present, therefore GBV theoretical discourse in contexts such as humanitarian crisis, war
or state internal conflicts are not components of this study. Further, it is relevant to
consider that while this study introduces the background of Ni Una Menos as a social
movement, it does not examine the trajectory of the movement’s structure, its function,
strategy, nor does it analyse the impact it creates within Argentinian or global society.
Instead, the analysis is situated around Ni Una Menos activists’ understanding of the

phenomenon within the Argentinian context.

1.3 Thesis Outline

This paper consists of eight parts: the first chapter (1) introduced the main topic, its
purpose and the research question. Then a stage (2) is set to present the situational
background of gender-based violence in Argentina, the influence of cultural notions and
the transformation of women’s movements in the country. Further, (3) a literature
review about GBV as a term is provided. Later on, a discourse (4) of feminist and cultural

approaches to the phenomenon followed by the introduction of the integrated ecological
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model as a framework to the analytical model (5) is presented. The reader then is
introduced to the operationalisation (6) of the field study followed by the analysis (7) of
the findings. Ultimately, the reader is brought to the conclusions, back to the main

research question and suggestions for future research (8).

2 BACKGROUND
For the reader to be informed about the Ni Una Menos case study, the following section

will provide the respective background information. In order to understand the context
of gender-based violence within Argentina, this section will present a concise overview
of the GBV situation in the country as well as sociocultural attitudes that are prominent
to contribute to the prevalence of the phenomenon. The section is closed with a rise of
Argentinian women and Ni Una Menos movements, their aspirations and the role they

play in respect to women rights and gender-based violence.

2.1 Gender-based Violence in Argentina

Gender-based violence in Argentina has been a decades-long issue becoming increasingly
problematic and eventually bringing the attention of the state’s governing bodies and
international intergovernmental institutions, such as UNHCR (HCR, 2017). Back in 2016,
a Special Rapporteur on gender-based violence against women has conducted an official
visit followed by the report, which showed disconcerting results regarding violence
experienced by Argentinian women (ibid.). In the last ten years, 2638 females were killed
by their existing or former intimate partners, for the reason of being a woman (COHA,
2019; ibid.). However, women being Kkilled is only one of the most extreme types of
gendered violence prevailing in the country. According to the Domestic Violence Bureau
report in 2015 alone there were 11.273 complaints related to domestic violence out of
which 79% were submitted by women and girls (Refworld, 2019). From the outlook of
the types of experienced GBV, which will be presented in the paper’s literature review,
the most common are psychological and physical ones (ibid.). This primary empirical
data also reflects the types of GBV that are recognised within the state’s legal framework

and society. While Argentina abides by the internationally agreed legal treaties3, it fails

3 The government of Argentina has ratified the international women'’s rights treaty, the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. Also it has ratified the Convention on the Rights of the
Child and the Inter-American Convention on the Granting of Civil Rights to Women and the Inter-American
Convention on the Granting of Political Rights to Women (HRC, 2017).
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to fully adopt the laws and establish several mechanisms to eradicate gender-based

violence (HRC, 2017).

However, evidence also shows that other forms of abuse and violence are being debated
and often disregarded in the legal domain (HRC, 2017). For example, the earlier
mentioned UN Special Rapporteur's report’s findings indicate that the prosecution of a
sexual offence, like rape, is not conducted at the Criminal Procedure Code (ibid.), which
demonstrate that within the state’s legal platform, rape and sexual abuse are seen as a

private rather than public matter.

The state takes multiple measures for GBV provision and protection of victims, yet the
efforts of adoption of new laws and mechanisms remain within the state legislation, while
legal frameworks at the provincial and judiciary levels are seemingly disregarded (HRC,
2017; Vargas, 2015). One of the most controversial cases in Argentina is women's right
to their own reproductive rights. Long debated yet accepted partial decriminalisation of
abortion, and post-abortion medical care have been agreed at the national level, however,

the majority of the provinces are yet to adopt the law (ibid.).

2.2 The Culture of Machismo, Micromachismo and Marianismo

In Argentina, as most of the Latin American countries, the concept of machismo is a deep-
rooted cultural norm, which, within academic discourse, is claimed to reinforce incidence
of gender-based violence, particularly against women (HRC, 2017). Although the cultural
term originates from the Spanish word macho, which implies an animal male or a man
“iron strength”, machismo is portrayed as an attitude of “male superiority” were “rugged,
aggressive [Latin] men... given up on their society” and being viewed as badly-behaved
husbands and fathers (Mayo, 1995:51). Moreover, the negative association continues to
view men with machismo traits as self-proclaimed for domination and control, in the
family and against a woman/wife, seeking for women only to satisfy their sexual
pleasures while avoiding family or husband responsibilities (ibid). Pinos et al. (2016)
study findings show that amongst Latin society machismo is understood as a trait that is
being taught within families and transferred to younger generations. Moreover, the
analysis shows that the responsibility of preserving and transferring machismo traits are

being upheld not only by father roles, but also by mothers as mothers are regarded to be
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the ones teaching their daughters to obey and prioritise the wellbeing of their husbands

over own needs (Pinos et al., 2016)

Further, micromachismo, although first time mentioned in the early 90s by a
psychotherapist Bonino Mendez is a phenomenon that has gained relevance within the
feminist movement and fewer academic discourses only in recent years (Bonino Mendez,
2008; Campafia et al. 2017). Micromachismo is explained as men socio-cultural subtle
practices that are driven by the daily desire to affirm male domination and control
(Bonino Mendez, 2008). Many of those attitudes are seen as benevolent, thus the society
views them as ordinary (Ramirez Garcia, 2013:73). For example, a husband requiring his
wife to share every information regarding her location/movement is an attitude that
amongst society is assimilated to the husband as a guardian, yet it also demonstrates
man’s exploitation of power over a woman (ibid.). Thus, micromachismo attitudes call for
own recognition within the academic and political discourse due to its particularity and
invisibility of daily male domination behaviours, which to this day are not being
recognised as an issue in itself and instead is being normalised by the society (Bonino

Mendez 2008, Ramirez Garcia, 2013).

Lastly, the notion of marianismo arises from the religious and gendered ideology of a
Virgin Mary, which within Latino societies is viewed as an ideal image of a woman
(Englander, Yanez & Barney, 2013). The image of Virgin Mary initially has been described
as a “female spiritual superiority which teaches that women are semi-divine, morally
superior to and spiritually stronger than men” (Stevens, cited in Navarro, 2002:257).
However, current stereotypical attitudes of marianismo are associated with female
passive, submissive and selfless behaviours including experienced humiliations received
from men (Englander, Yanez & Barney, 2013). As such, in Latino society, women are often
being compared against the Virgin Mary’s ideal image and are expected to take up the

same role model within women’s daily lives (ibid).

These three cultures create the basis for women’s struggles in the society that by many
scholars are believed to foster male hierarchy and women’s subordination (Bonino
Mendez, 2008; Englander, Yanez & Barney, 2013; Pinos et al.,, 2016). Moreover, nurturing

such cultures, which is a case in Argentinian culture, continue to reinforce ambivalent
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norms and ideas of how women are supposed to be and to act, while not abiding by those

norms women are subjected to abuse and violence (Bonino Mendez, 2008).

2.3 The Development of Women’s Movements in Argentina
To develop a comprehensive analysis of this study, it is thought to be essential to have a
broad overview of feminist movements in Argentina to understand how women’s

movements altered women’s role in society.

The first wave of Argentinian women'’s activism and involvement in state politics was
known since the late 1940s, after a First Lady and a feminist political activist Eva Peron
convinced country politicians to provide suffrage for all Argentinian women, which was
followed by the creation of the first women'’s political party called Peronist Women’s
Party (Shabliy, 2014). This was a historic moment for women gaining an equal right to
active participation in the country’s politics, being recognised as workers and having
access to divorce, which set an example for other Latin American countries (ibid.).
Moreover, this was the first indication of women becoming part of society’s public sphere
(Del Carmen Feijoo, Nari & Fierro, 1996). However, political freedoms for women lasted
just until a new political upheaval of dictatorship began and women who continued their

active participation in politics became political prisoners (ibid.).

The second wave of women’s movement was in the late 1970s, during the Argentinian
dictatorship period ruled by the military, where many civilians disappeared as a result of
their resistance against state politics (Radcliffe, 2005). As hundreds of young male and
female political activists were disappearing from their homes, mothers of the
disappeared took the matter into public spaces. A movement of the Mothers of La Plaza
de Mayo was born to protest against the dictatorship publicly and resist its systematic
abuse of human rights, which was exercised through killings of its own citizens (ibid.)
During this timeframe women'’s public identity from political participation transformed

into a new form -mobilising and taking the matters to the streets (ibid).

The most recent and ongoing wave of the women’s movement has been fighting against
all forms of gender-based violence. The key target is twofold: i) eradicating all forms of
GBV and femicide, and ii) seeking for full decriminalisation of abortion. The third wave of
women’s movement was sparked after a 14-year-old girl was killed by her boyfriend as a

consequence of him learning about her pregnancy (REUTERS, 2019). Many feminist
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movements and organisations walked out on the streets demanding equal women rights

and a life free from killings and gender-based violence.

It is evident that through the different historical periods women took matters into their
own hands through activism. They challenged political structures, redefined women'’s
identity in politics and shaped new forms of women's resistance in public spheres. It also
shows that, while applying different methods, the ultimate effort was to demand equal
women'’s rights as a response to experienced gendered violence and abuse of different

nature.

2.4 NiUna Menos

Ni Una Menos is a self-proclaimed human rights movement that launched its widely
recognised mass mobilisation campaign as a reaction to a killing of a 14-year-old girl back
in 2015 (Abrego, 2017). The movement is known to become one of the most vibrant
movements holding a high profile in Argentina, and the rest of South America (ibid). The
network plays a fundamental role in being a public voice and representing vulnerable
groups while demanding action from society and the state’s governing structures to
strengthen women rights and to eradicate all forms of gender-based violence (EUROSUR,

2018; HRC, 2017).

Initially, and as a consequence of Argentinian women being exposed to killings almost
daily, the movement campaigned for the eradication of femicide (Ni Una Menos, 2017a).
Through social media, slogans and protests, the activists’ main message was “Vivas Nos
Queremos”, which indicated that women want to stay alive and free from killings (Abrego,
2017). With the continuation of protests, in the following years, Ni Una Menos also put
forward issues such as equal opportunities for labour and pay, women trafficking and
sexual labour rights (Ni Una Menos, 2018). The network also takes an active part in
leading the green handkerchief movement, which is a symbol for demanding rights to
reproductive health and decriminalisation of abortion (Ni Una Menos, 2017b). As the
movement continues, activists carry on vocalising and bringing forth public statements
where different forms of gender-based violence, abuse, and the factors th