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Abstract:  
Alberta’s  Tar  Sands  are  one  of  the  most  environmentally  and  socially  destruc�ve  fossil  fuel  projects  on                 
Earth.  Socio-poli�cal  resistance  or  acceptance  will  determine  the  Tar  Sands’  future:  whether              
produc�on  con�nues  or  whether  it  is  phased  out  to  ensure  meaningful  climate  ac�on  in  Canada.  I                 
examined  how  news  media  communicates  a  “Just  Transi�on”  from  the  Tar  Sands  and  proposed  that                
their  wri�en  formula�ons  have  wider  social  implica�ons.  My  analysis  revealed  that  news  media               
framed  the  Tar  Sands  as  being  part  of  Canada’s  future  energy  landscape  with  a               
techno-corporate-managerial  role  in  the  energy  ‘transi�on’.  Addi�onally,  news  media  failed  to  discuss              
the  Just  Transi�on  in  a  meaningful  way.  The  implica�ons  are  climate  misconcep�ons  and  Just               
Transi�on  illiteracy,  foreclosing  the  opportunity  to  inform  the  public  on  transforma�ve  solu�ons,              
which  could  risk  public  acceptance  of  climate  ac�on.  My  findings  raise  ques�ons  on  the  news  media’s                 
role   going   forward   and   broader   issues   of   climate   communica�on.     
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“You   can’t   reach   good   ends   through   evil   means,  

  because   the   means   represent   the   seed   and   the   end   represents   the   tree”    

Mar�n   Luther   King   Jr.  

1   Introduc�on  

Together  with  196  countries,  Canada  adopted  the  Paris  Agreement  to  limit  global  warming  to  1.5                

degrees  Celsius  compared  to  pre-industrial  levels  (UNFCCC,  2021).  However,  Canada’s  commitments             

are  presently  “insufficient”  (Climate  Ac�on  Tracker,  2020)  in  remaining  below  this  level.  This  is               

primarily  due  to  “modest”  (Mer�ns-Kirkwood  &  Deshpande,  2019)  climate  ac�on  efforts  within             

Canada’s  oil  and  gas  sector,  going  against  “low  greenhouse  gas  development”  (UNFCCC,  2021)  in  the                 

Paris  Agreement.  The  biggest  contributor  to  this  sector  is  the  Alberta  Bitumen  or  Tar  Sands 1  (ATS);                  

Canada’s   largest   fossil   fuel   mega-project   and   greenhouse   gas   (GHG)   contributor   (CER,   2020).     

As  Canada  and  the  world  work  on  reducing  GHGs  to  meet  the  Paris  Agreement,  demand  for  fossil                   

fuels,  like  crude  oil  from  the  ATS,  are  projected  to  reduce  over  �me  (CER,  2020).  Despite  this,  many                    

climate  researchers  argue  that  GHGs  in  top-pollu�ng  countries,  like  Canada,  have  either  remained               

unchanged  or  increased,  and  that  any  adjusted  or  newly  introduced  climate  policy  must  be  bold  and                 

transforma�ve  to  avert  climate  catastrophe  (Jenkins,  Sovacool,  Blachowicz,  &  Lauer,  2020;  Fe rns,  &               

Amaeshi,  2019 ).  As  climate  change  (CC)  concerns  heighten,  the  present  fossil  fuel  intensive  energy               

system  is   not  compa�ble  with  meaningful  climate  ac�on  due  to  its  GHG  contribu�ons  (McCauley,  et                 

al.,  2019;  Evans  &  Phelan,  2016;  Mer�ns-Kirkwood  &  Deshpande,  2019).  Consequently,  there  is  a               

worldwide  call  for  decarbonizing  energy  sectors  (Delina  &  Sovacool,  2018;  Johnstone  &  Hielscher,              

2017;  Swilling,  Musango,  &  Wakeford,  2016).  A   transforma�ve  ‘energy  transi�on’  in  this  context               

implies  a  phase-out   from  the  contemporary  fossil  fuel  energy  system   towards  sustainable  pathways,              

such  as  switching  to  renewables  and  lowering  energy  consump�on.  Considering  its  contribu�ons  to              

CC,   this   would   imply   a   shi�   away   from   the   ATS   in   Canada.     

As  Newell  and  Mulvaney  (2013)  argue,  within  energy  transi�ons  it  becomes  a  necessity  to  underscore                

cri�cal  poli�cal  economy  ques�ons  of  “who  wins,  who  loses,  how  and  why”  in  rela�on  to  who                  

“bear[s]  the  social  costs  of  decarbonizing  energy  sources  and  economies”  (p.133).  Much  of  the               

climate  science  proves  the  urgent  need  for  an  energy  transi�on;  it  is  up  to  decision-makers  to  act                  

1  Although   technically   Bitumen   Sands,   they   are   most   known   as   “Oil   Sands”   in   popular   culture .    Since   I   assert   that   “language   
ma�ers”   in   this   thesis,   I   chose   to   call   them   “Tar”   Sands   to   reposi�on   the   term   away   from   the   end   product,   highlight   their   
extrac�ve   nature   and   underscore   the   need   for   a   phase-out.   
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swi�ly  to  avert  a  climate  catastrophe  (García-García,  Carpintero,  Buendia,  2020;  Johnson,  et  al.,              

2020).   Thus,   the   crucial   debate   becomes    how    this   energy   transi�on   should   occur.     

Transi�oning  towards  a  sustainable  energy  system  is  not  only  a  technical  and  economic  endeavour,                

but  it  is  also  a  socially  complex  affair  (Dominish,  Briggs,  Teske,  &  Mey,  2019).  In  the  case  of  the  ATS,  it                       

is  necessary  that  workers  and  their  communi�es  are  not  dispropor�onately  burdened  by  this  energy               

transi�on  (Harrahill  &  Douglas,  2019).  Otherwise,  those  connected  to  the  industry  may  suffer  from               

socio-economic  and  cultural  hardships  (Harrahill  &  Douglas,  2019).  The  “Just  Transi�on”  rhetoric  has              

emerged  as  a  means  to  make  the  most  out  of  climate  ac�on  while  minimizing  adversity  on  workers                   

and  their  communi�es  (Evans  &  Phelan,  2016;  &  McCauley  et  al.,  2019).  A  Just  Transi�on  is  therefore                  

proposed  as  a  possible  and  necessary  founda�on,  that  is  grounded  in  jus�ce,  to  shi�  Canada  and  its                   

workforce   towards   a   low-carbon   society.   

1.1   Scope  

The  need  for  a  Just  Transi�on  has  been  acknowledged  by  interna�onally  recognized  ins�tu�ons               

including  the  Interna�onal  Labour  Organiza�on  (ILO,  2015),  and  was  incorporated  in  the  Paris              

Agreement  (ITUC,  2016).  As  a  result,  a  Just  Transi�on  is  being  increasingly  featured  in  poli�cal                 

discourse  and  endorsed  by  climate  ac�on  proponents  (environmental  discourse)  (Newell  &  Mulvaney,             

2013;  Evans  &  Phelan,  2016).  In  Canada,  it  is  recognized  by  the  Canadian  Labour  Congress  (CLC,  2019)                  

and  environmental  policy  think-tanks  such  as  the  Canadian  Centre  for  Policy  Alterna�ves              

(Mer�ns-Kirkwood  &  Deshpande,  2019).  In  2018,  the  concept  was  adopted  by  the  Federal               

Government  when  the  ‘Just  Transi�on  Taskforce’  was  created  to  inform  the  government  on  possible                

approaches  to  support  a  just  and  fair  coal  phase-out  in  Canada  (ECCC,  2018).  Prior  to  re-elec�on  in                  

2019,  Prime  Minister  (PM)  Jus�n  Trudeau  promised  to  introduce  a  “Just  Transi�on  Act”  to  ensure  that                 

“ no   one   gets   le�   behind”   in   the   process   of   crea�ng   a   “new   clean   economy”   (Trudeau,   2019).  

Three  cri�cal  events  have  occurred  since  PM  Trudeau’s  speech  which  have  had  significant  coverage  in                

news  media  over  the  last  two  years.  They  have  s�rred  up  ques�ons  around  the  fate  of  the  ATS  and  its                     

workforce,  and  have  heightened  the  impera�ve  for  a  Just  Transi�on.   The  first  was  the  withdrawal  of                  

the  Teck  Resources  Limited  Fron�er  ‘Oil’  Sands  project  applica�on  in  February  2020  (Lindsay,  2020).                

The  withdrawal  was  due  to  “low  oil  prices,  legal  challenges,  regulatory  uncertainty,  Indigenous              

opposi�on...[and]  climate  change”  (Tasker,  2020).  The  second  was  the  combined  impacts  of  the               

global  oil  price  war  between  Saudi  Arabia  and  Russia  and  the  COVID-19  global  pandemic  since  early                 

2020.  The  drop  in  oil  prices  from  the  price  war  (Khursid  &  Khan,  2020)  combined  with  the  lower                   
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demand  due  to  pandemic  restric�ons  (Hanieh,  2020)  led  billion-dollar  oil  companies  to  lay  off               

thousands  of  workers  in  order  to  ‘survive’  (Cruickshank,  2020).  The  third  event  was  the  cancella�on                 

of  the  Keystone  XL  (KXL)  Pipeline  upon  the  inaugura�on  of  United  States  (US)  President  Biden  in                 

January  2021.  The  pipeline  would  have  transported  over  800  000  barrels  of  bitumen/day  from  the                 

ATS  to  the  US  (Keystonexl,  2021).  Upon  cancella�on,  thousands  of  workers  lost  their  jobs  (Nickel  &                 

Volcovici,  2021).  These  events  showcase  the  hardships  on  fossil  fuel-reliant  workers  and  communi�es              

when   an   energy   transi�on   is   not   well-planned   and   managed.     

In  light  of  these  events  and  the  Just  Transi�on  permea�ng  in  poli�cal  and  environmental  discourses,                

curiosity  lies  in  how  much  --  if  at  all  --  the  novel  concept  has  entered  the  public  discourse  through                     

mainstream  news  media  (MNM).  As  elaborated  further  in  my  thesis,  the  news  media  has  power  in                  

influencing  societal  processes  by  dissemina�ng  knowledge  on  current  social,  environmental,           

economic,  and  poli�cal  issues,  to  the  public  by  ac�ng  as  a  mediator  between  decision-makers  and                 

ci�zens,  or  simply,  connec�ng  the  public  with  private  domains  (Fairclough,  1995).  Exploring  MNM               

therefore  becomes  a   key  point  of  departure  for  understanding  broader  public  discourses   on  how  the                 

public  receives  environmental  decision-making  informa�on  regarding  the  ATS  (Asayama  &  Ishii,            

2017).     

With  the  ATS  being  a  necessary  carbon-intensive  project  to  phase-out  to  ensure  meaningful  climate               

ac�on  in  Canada,  I  ques�on  how  the  MNM  discusses  the  future  of  the  ATS  and  whether  and  to  what                    

extent  the  Just  Transi�on  is  a  part  of  this  discussion.  Overall,   my  aim  is  to  inves�gate  how  climate                   

ac�on  is  communicated  in  the  MNM,  and  discuss  the  wider  implica�ons  in  social  prac�ce  and  how                 

they  could  be  addressed  in  the  future.   Using  Gramscian  theory  and  Fairclough's  framework  on  Cri�cal                

Discourse  Analysis  (CDA),  I  examine  how  these  research  topics  materialized  in  MNM.   My  research  is                

guided   by   the   following   ques�ons   (RQs)   (Figure   1):  

1) How  does  Canadian  na�onal  mainstream  news  media  discursively  portray  future  produc�on          

and/or   phase-out   of   the   Tar   Sands?

2) Has  a  Just  Transi�on  (of  the  Tar  Sands)  permeated  through  Canadian  na�onal  mainstream            

news   media   over   the   last   2   years?   To   what   extent   and   how?

3) What  are  the  possible  implica�ons  of  these  representa�ons  in  the  mainstream  news  media            

within   the   broader   social   context?
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Figure  1.  This  figure  highlights  the  process  that  guided  the  crea�on  of  my  research  ques�ons.  From  le�  to  right                     
it  shows  what  my  research  was  grounded  in  with  rela�on  to  the  necessity  to  phase-out  the  ATS  to  ensure                    
meaningful  climate  ac�on  in  Canada  and  the  presence  of  the  ‘Just  Transi�on’  in  environmental  and  poli�cal                  
discourse.  Next,  I  highlight  the  three  main  events  that  influenced  my  findings,  as  well  as  the  �me  period  from                     
2019-2021.  My  research  focused  on  Canadian  mainstream  na�onal  news  media  to  determine  the               
representa�ons,   as   noted   by   my   research   ques�ons   (RQ),   and   their   implica�ons.     

1.2   Situa�ng   this   Research   in   Sustainability   Science  

Sustainability  science  is  a  field  that  emerged  to  “understand  the  fundamental  character  of               

interac�ons   between   nature  and   society ”  (Kates  et  al.,  2001,  p.641).  This  thesis  is  concerned  with  the                 

rela�onship  between  humans  and  the  ways  in  which  humans  perceive,  understand,  and  interact  with               

the  natural  world.  How  humans  perceive  and  what  they  deem  ‘worthy’  in  the  natural  world  will                 

influence  society’s  decisions  on  whether  to  con�nue  bitumen  extrac�on  or  whether  to  acknowledge              

and  accept  that  changes  in  future  energy  systems  are  needed  in  today’s  carbon  constrained  world.  It                  

asks  whether  society  has  the  “capacity  to  guide  [human-nature]  interac�ons  along  more  sustainable               

trajectories”   (Kates   et   al.,   2001,   p.641).   

The   interdisciplinary  nature  of  sustainability  science  allows  me  to  combine  mul�ple  perspec�ves             

across  different  disciplines  (Spangenberg,  2011),  including  both  natural  and  social  sciences  (Jerneck,             

et  al.,  2011).  My  thesis  dives  into  a  wide  range  of  fields  related  to  climate  science,  climate                   

communica�on,   energy   transi�ons,   jus�ce,   media   studies,   and   cri�cal   social   science.     

Aligning  with  the   problem-focused  aspect  of  sustainability  science  (Rokaya,  et  al.,  2017),  my  case               

study,  energy  transi�ons,  and  the  overarching  challenge  of  CC  are  “wicked  problems”  where              
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stakeholders  have  conflic�ng  stances  and  their  complexity  makes  solu�ons  seem  una�ainable  (von              

Wehrden,  et  al.,  2017).  They  require  the  adop�on  of  a   systems  thinking  approach  in  order  to  be  truly                   

sustainable   (Kirby   &   O’Mahony,   2017).     

This  research  employs  a  “cri�cal  agenda…[to]  ques�on  the  framework  of  problem-solving  efforts”             

(Olsson  &  Ness,  2019,  p.1).  I  accomplish  this  by  adop�ng  CDA  to  ques�on  the  dominant  and                 

contemporary  framework  presently  put  forth  in  media  discourse  for  solving  climate  change  impacts              

in  the  ATS.  Since  sustainability  science  is   solu�ons-oriented  (Jerneck,  et  al.,  2011),  I  propose  an                

alterna�ve  measure  to  combat  climate  change  and  safeguard  jus�ce:  transforming  the  energy  sector               

through  the  implementa�on  of  a  Just  Transi�on.  The  principles  and  prac�ces  that  guide  a  Just                

Transi�on  a�empt  to   solve  complex  problems  related  to  labour  injus�ce,  polariza�on,  redressing              

inequali�es,   and   climate   (in)ac�on.     

2   Background  

2.1   What   is   a   Just   [Energy]   Transi�on?  

This  sec�on  explains  ‘how’  the  energy  transi�on  must  occur  to  safeguard  workers’  rights,  well-being,               

and   livelihoods,   and   to   ensure   that   climate   ac�on   is   conducted   in   a   just   and   equitable   manner.   

Inspired  by  North  American  labour  movements  in  the  1980’s,  the  Just  Transi�on  ini�ally  emerged  out                

of  concern  for  the  closure  of  industries  and  subsequent  loss  of  jobs  due  to  new  environmental                 

regula�ons  (Jenkins,  Sovacool,  Blachowicz,  &  Lauer,  2020).  Although  it  lacks  a  clear  defini�on              

(Harahill  &  Douglas,  2019;  Stevis  &  Felli,  2015),  today,  a  Just  [Energy]  Transi�on  generally  strives  to                 

alleviate  possible  nega�ve  consequences  by  proac�vely  addressing  the  social  and  labour-based            

inequi�es  that  could  emerge  from  environmental  protec�on  and  climate  ac�on,  while  concomitantly             

providing  socio-economic  welfare  for  previously  reliant  fossil-based  communi�es  and  workers           

(Harrahill  &  Douglas,  2019;  Newell  &  Mulvaney,  2013).  More  generally,  it  is  a  sustainability  concept,                

tool,  and  vision  that  advocates  for  the  coordinated  implementa�on  of  social  (including  labour)  and               

environmental  (including  energy  and  climate)  jus�ce  into  environmental  policy  and  decision-making             

(Healey,   &   Barry,   2017;   Harrahill   &   Douglas,   2019).   

Although  my  thesis  primarily  focuses  on  how  public  discourse  representa�ons  in  MNM  are              

constructed,  it  is  necessary  to  understand  what  characterizes  a  Just  Transi�on  within  the  ATS  context.                 

Table  1  shows  the  necessary  principles  and  prac�ces  that  I  iden�fy  as  crucial  for  a  Just  Transi�on  to                   
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occur  (see  Appendix  8.1  for  more  details).  They  fall  under  three  ‘criteria’  themes:  socio-economic               

prac�ces   and   labour   rights,   governance,   and   jus�ce   and   accountability.   

Table   1.    Condensed   version   of   Appendix   8.1   highligh�ng   the   20   criteria   for   a   Just   Transi�on   from   ATS  

2.2   Alberta   Tar   Sands  

Canada   is   the   world’s   fi�h   largest   oil   producer,   fourth   largest   exporter   of   crude   oil,   and   is   

home   to   the  third   largest   crude   oil   reserve   in   the   world;   all   on   account   of   the   ATS   (NRCAN b ,   

2020).   This   mul�-owned   mega-project   which   spans   over   142   200   km 2   produces   the   majority   

(+75%)   of   Canada’s   crude   oil,   coming   from   northern   Alberta’s   Athabasca,   Cold   Lake,   and   Peace   

River   deposits   (Figure   2)  (CER,   2020;   NRCAN b ,   2020;   Parson   &   Ray,   2018).   The   ATS   are   

influen�al   in   both   Alberta   and   Canada’s  poli�cal   economies   (NRCAN b ,   2020).   In   2019,   the   region   

produced   2.95   million   barrels   per   day   (NRCAN a ,   2020).   That same year,  Canada’s   oil   and   gas   

industry   (CAPP,   2020), contributed   to   over   500   000   jobs   (directly   and   indirectly)   of   which   

three-fi�hs   were   located   in   Alberta   (CAPP,   2020).     

6  

SOCIO-ECONOMIC   PRACTICES   &   LABOUR   RIGHTS  GOVERNANCE  

a) Just   Transi�on   Fund k) Proac�ve   and   managed

b) Financial   support l) State   involvement

c) Wage   subsidies m) Flexibility

d) Guaranteed   jobs n) Dis�nct   �me   plan

e) Employment   programs o) Informa�on   dissemina�on

f) (Re)training/skills   transfer p) Coordinated   efforts

g) Public   dialogue JUSTICE   &   ACCOUNTABILITY  

h) Compensated   educa�on q) Jus�ce   (e.g.   climate)

i) Early   re�rement/pension r) Redress   exis�ng   inequali�es

j) Mental   health   support s) Remedia�on

t) Context   specific



Figure  2 .  Map  showing  size  of  Alberta  Tar  Sands  compared  to  Canada.  The  land  mass  of  the  three  deposits  is                     
142  200  km 2 .  The  mineable  surface  available  for  open-pit  mining  (yellow)  is  approximately  4800  km 2  (3.4%)                 
(Government  of  Alberta,  2021),  while  the  rest  is  available  for  in-situ  mining  (brown)  (NRCAN c ,  2016).  This                 
Federal  Government  created  map  omits  the  environmental  impact  from  in-situ  mining  -  the  majority  of  mining                  
conducted   -   and   only   shows   the   impact   from   open-pit   mining   (black)   (NRCAN c ,   2016).     

The  ATS  are  also  Canada’s  most  pollu�ng  mega-project  and  biggest  contributor  to  CC.  In  2018,  they                  

were  the  largest  GHG  emi�er  within  Canada’s  oil  and  gas  sector  accoun�ng  for  11%  of  the  na�on’s                   

total  greenhouse  gas  emissions  (CER,  2020).  They  have  led  to  a  host  of  environmental  and  social                  

problems  (Figure  3).  For  instance,  the  toxic  tailing  ponds  --  a  byproduct  of  the  bitumen  extrac�on                 

process  --  pollute  the  air  and  water  in  nearby  communi�es  and  harm  local  wildlife  (Parson  &  Ray,                  

2018).  The  ATS  are  also  a  site  of  con�nued  se�ler  colonialism.  Opera�ng  according  to  a  neoliberal                 

logic  of  accumula�on  by  dispossession  (Das,  2017)  through  oil  extrac�on,  the  ATS  perpetuate  the               

long-standing  appropria�on  of  Indigenous  ancestral  lands  and  the  infringement  of  treaty  rights             

(Parson  &  Ray,  2018;  Preston,  2013;  Dusyk,  Axsen,  &  Dullemond,  2018).  Due  to  these  clima�c,                

ecological,  and  social  impacts  they  have  been  labelled  by  a  Canadian  Environmental  NGO,               

Environmental  Defence,  and  many  others  as  the  “most  destruc�ve  project  on  Earth”  (Environmental              

Defence,   2008).     
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Figure  3.  Comparing  the  “before  and  a�er”  of  the  landscape  in  the  Alberta  Tar  Sands  (Fossil  Fuel  Connec�ons,                    
2015).   

2.2.1   The   Case   for   a   Just   Transi�on   in   Alberta’s   Tar   Sands     

Oil  in  Alberta  has  a  notable  “cultural  significance”  in  the  “imaginary”  (Mayer,  2018,  p.3)  of  the                  

Albertan  people.  As  a  result,  oil-dependent  regions  o�en  embrace  a  “community  economic  iden�ty”               

(Bell  &  York,  2010,  p.112)  whereby  the  industry  becomes  a  “cornerstone  of  their  collec�ve  sense  of                  

self”  (Mayer,  2018,  p.3).  To  elucidate  this,  the  most  prevalent  lobby  group  for  the  ‘Oil’  Sands,  the                   

Canadian  Associa�on  of  Petroleum  Producers,  coined  the  phrase  “Alberta  is  Energy”  (Haluza-DeLay  &               

Carter,  2018,  p.457).   This  coining  “[posi�ons]  energy  extrac�on  and  produc�on  as  inextricable  with               

Albertan  self-iden�ty”  (Haluza-Delay,  2012,  p.2),  sugges�ng  one  is  ‘un-Albertan’  or  ‘an�-Albertan’  if              

one   does   not   support   the   oil   industry.   

  

Environmental  ac�vism  in  Alberta  has  tradi�onally  targeted  the  ATS.  This  ‘targe�ng’  has  o�en  led  to                 

significant  opposi�on  towards  climate  ac�on  and  regula�on  in  Alberta  by  ‘Oil’  Sands  proponents               

(Adkin,  2018).  This  is  in  part  due  to  the  (economic)  value  of  the  ‘Oil’  Sands  to  many  Albertan  (and                     

Canadian)  people  as  well  as  the  strong  sense  of  cultural  iden�ty  towards  oil  (DeCillia  &  McCurdy,                  

2020).  There  is  also  the  perceived  assump�on  that  environmental  protec�on  destroys  jobs  (Dusyk,               

Axsen,  &  Dullemond,  2018;  Adkin,  2018),  which  in  many  cases  has  been  proven  as  a  myth  (Heu�ng,                   

1996;   Räthzel   &   Uzzell,   2011;   Evans   &   Phelan,   2016,   Hoffman   &   Paulsen,   2020).     

  

This  polariza�on  between  economic  growth  and  jobs  versus  socio-ecological  concerns  arguably             

prevents  meaningful  climate  ac�on  in  Alberta.  Upon  reflec�ng  on  the  dominant  cultural  landscape               

and  ‘Albertan  iden�ty’,   Haluza-Delay  (2012)  suggests  that  in  order  to  shi�  beyond  this  polariza�on,                
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the  “reigning  hegemony”  must  be  opposed  and  alterna�ves  presented  which  are  “sufficient  to  evoke                

acceptance  by  the  populace”  (p.3).  Therefore,  although   this  ‘economy  versus  environment’  trope  is               

difficult  to  reconcile,  the  Just  Transi�on  a�empts  to  do  just  that  by  giving  communi�es  and  workers  a                   

voice  in  the  transi�on  as  the  economy  shi�s  away  from  carbon  intensive  industries  (Harrahill  &                 

Douglas,   2019).     

  

It  is  inevitable  that  an  ATS  energy  transi�on  will  decrease  and  even  eliminate  jobs,  affec�ng  people                  

and  communi�es  across  the  na�on  (OECD,  2017;  Pearse,  2020).  One  report  from  Sta�s�cs  Canada                

claimed  that  for  every  job  lost  in  the  oil  and  gas  sector,  six  (4  indirect,  2  induced)  jobs  are  lost  in                       

another  industry  (Wang,  2020).  Without  the  principles  and  prac�ces  of  a  Just  Transi�on,  there  is  the                  

risk  that  an  energy  transi�on  may  lead  to  the  promo�on  of  pro-Oil  Sands  narra�ves  (i.e.  jobs   over  the                    

environment)  by  those  who  assert  that  environmental  protec�on  comes  at  the  expense  of  ‘Oil’  Sands                 

workers  (Harrahill  &  Douglas,  2019).  This  is  why  I  argue  a  Just  Transi�on  is  not  only  important  for                    

ensuring  jus�ce  in  an  ATS  phase-out,  but  is  also  crucial  for  promo�ng  wide-spread  acceptance  of                 

climate   ac�on   measures.     

3   Theore�cal   Underpinnings     

The  following  sec�on  elaborates  on  the  theore�cal  underpinnings  --  cri�cal  realism,  retroduc�ve              

reasoning,  discourse,  ideology,  hegemony,  and  power  --  that  ground  my  thesis  and  help  me  cri�cally                 

analyze   MNM   representa�ons.   

3.1   Research   Paradigm     

My  research  is  situated  in  the   cri�cal  realism  philosophy  of  science  which  sees   ontology  as  being                  

socially  condi�oned  but  independent  from  human  beliefs  and  knowledge  (Saunders,  Lewis,  &              

Thornhill,  2009).  It  sees   epistemology  as  dis�nct  from  ontology  in  that  it  is  context  specific  and  not                   

apparent  through  impetuous  observa�on  (Bryman,  2012).  I  chose  cri�cal  realism  because  it  supports               

both  my  theore�cal  (hegemony)  and  methodological  (CDA)  approaches  (Wodak  &  Meyer,  2009).              

Cri�cal  realism  acknowledges  the  reality  of  the  social  world  in  terms  of  its  “events  and  discourses”                  

and  maintains  that  “we  will  only  be  able  to  understand  --  and  so  change  --  the  social  world  if  we                      

iden�fy  the  structures  at  work  that  generate  those  events  and  discourses”  (Bryman,  2012,  p.29,                

quo�ng  Bhaskar  1989,  p.2).  Therefore,  cri�cal  realism  asserts  that  discourses  must  be  examined               

according  to  social  structures  and  especially  the  power  rela�onships  that  give  rise  to  them  (Bryman,                 

2012).     
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The  form  of  reasoning  that  aligns  with  cri�cal  realism’s  subjec�ve  epistemology  is   retroduc�ve               

reasoning ,  which  involves  making  inferences  “about  the  causal  mechanism  that  lies  behind  and  is                

responsible  for  regulari�es  that  are  observed  in  the  social  world”  (Bryman,  2012,  p.29).  This  implies                 

inferring  the  most  probable  reasoning  or  outcome  for  a  certain  phenomenon  observed,  which  aligns                

with   my   CDA   methodology   (Sec�on   4.1)   as   it   is   based   on   interpre�ng   text   and   discourse.     

3.2   A   Social   Theory   of   Discourse   and   Ideology   

According  to  Fairclough  (2003),  discourses  are  understood  as  spoken  or  wri�en  communica�on  that               

represent  “aspects  of  the  world  --  the  processes,  rela�ons  and  structures  of  the  material  world,  the                  

‘mental  world’  of  thoughts,  feelings,  beliefs  and  so  forth,  and  the  social  world”  (p.124).  Discourses  are                  

commonly  studied  in  social  sciences  because  of  the  central  credence  that  language  fundamentally               

shapes  the  world  materially,  as  well  as   our  understanding  of  it .  Therefore,  language  does  not  just                  

portray   a   simple   and   impar�al   reflec�on   of   reality   (Fairclough,   2013).     

  

Ideologies  are  o�en  understood  as  products  of  discourse.  From  a  cri�cal  point  of  view,  they  can  be                   

considered  as  a  system  of  power  that  shapes  and  reinforces  unequal  societal  rela�ons  (Jaques,  Islar,                 

&  Lord  2019).  More  specifically,  “where  discourse  is  mobilized  to  reinforce  systems  of  social  power  it                  

func�ons  as  ideology”  (Stoddart,  2007,  p.193).  Therefore,  according  to  Stoddart  (2007),  ideology,              

discourse,  as  well  as  hegemony  --  the  theore�cal  underpinning  described  in  the  following  sec�on  --                 

are   inherently   interconnected   with   one   another.     

3.3   Hegemony     

Hegemony  is  broadly  understood  as  the  manner  in  which  a  dominant  societal  group  establishes  and                 

maintains  its  power  (Jaques,  Islar,  &  Lord,  2019).  Gramscian  hegemony  is  inspired  by  the  ways  in                  

which  power  operates  within  society,  especially  in  rela�on  to  how  it  func�ons  ideologically  within                

democra�c  ins�tu�ons,  day-to-day  life,  and  belief  systems  (LeQuesne,  2019;  Adkin,  2018).  Hegemony              

is  discursively  entrenched  in  society  by  orchestra�ng  a  consolidated  belief  system  whereby  a               

common-sense  worldview  is  established  (Lewis,  1992;  Greenhouse,  2005).  The  hegemony  of  fossil              

fuels  --  the  ascendency  of  the  fossil  fuel  industry  over  culture,  values,  and  belief  systems  (Nyberg,                  

Wright,  &  Kirk,  2018;  Adkin,  2018)  --  in  Canada’s  poli�cal  economy  and  the  influence  of  news  media                   

over   the   public   inspired   this   choice   of   theory.   

    

Gramsci’s  linguis�c  work  focused  on  the  “metaphorical  power  of  linguis�c  concepts  as  tools  to  help                 

analyse  poli�cal  circumstances,  specifically  the  role  of  culture  in  shaping  people’s  beliefs,  behaviour               
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and  even  their  vo�ng  pa�erns”  (Ives,  2004,  p.5).  Gramsci  believed  language  cannot  be  separated                

from  the  history,  culture,  and  society  of  those  who  employ  it,  as  it  is  deeply  intertwined  to  how  we                     

think  about  and  understand  the  world,  the  way  we  live  and  how  we  make  choices  (Ives,  2004).  This                    

recogni�on  of  the  ‘power  of  language’  is  also  conceded  by  Norman  Fairclough,  an  influen�al                

sociolinguist  who  has  also  inspired  my  theory  and  methodology.  Ives  (2004)  writes  that  “by  focusing                 

on  language,  Gramsci’s  ideas  [of  hegemony]  can  be  introduced  in  a  manner  underscoring  [its]                

con�nued  relevance  and  importance”  (p.2);  a  process  I  do  in  this  thesis  by  combining  Fairclough  and                  

Gramsci’s   work.   

3.4   The   Power   of   News   Media     

Despite  the  assumed  norma�ve  role  of  news  media  as  a  neutral  watchdog  (Hassan,  2018;  DeCillia  &                  

McCurdy,  2020),  it  is  well-understood  that  news  media  has  power  in  influencing  “knowledge,  beliefs,               

values,  social  rela�ons,  [and]  social  iden��es”  (Fairclough,  1995,  p.2).  As  men�oned  in  Sec�on  1.1,                

analysing  news  media  can  also  provide  insight  into  public  discourse  on  contemporary  debates  (Dusyk,                

Axsen,   Dullemond,   2018).     

  

According  to  Fairclough,  the  news  media  has  a  “signifying  power”  (Fairclough,  1995,  p.2)  which  is                 

established  in  how  news  stories  are  represented  in  par�cular  ways  and  the  way  language  is  used;  a                   

process  which  can  affect  the  reader's  cogni�on  (Lakoff,  2010;  Plec  &  Pe�enger,  2012).  The  news                 

media  is  therefore  understood  as  a  powerful  actor  in  society  with  a  hegemonic  influence  over  the                  

public.  It  is  therefore  essen�al  to  understand  how  the  news  media  func�ons  in  today’s  poli�cal                 

economy,  including  how  it  operates  within  the  market-system  and  how  it  corresponds  with  the  state                 

(Fairclough,   1995).     

  

In  today’s  neo-liberal  society,  the  media  operates  in  a  highly  compe��ve,  commercial,  and               

profit-driven  domain,  which  ul�mately  affects  the  outcome  of  dominant  media  prac�ces  and  texts               

(Inglis,  1990).  There  is  a  growing  tendency  for  journalists  to  write  news  in  ‘entertaining’  ways  to                  

become  more  marketable  (Fenton,  2011;  Hassan,  2018).  This  is  commonly  achieved  through              

exaggera�on,  emo�ve  phrasing,  metaphors,  and  the  inclusion/exclusion  of  par�cular  content            

(Conboy,  2013).  These  tac�cs  compromise  the  news  content  and  communica�on  style  which  can               

skew  or  understate  the  reality  of  the  issue  at  hand  ( Curran,  Iyengar,  Brink  Lund  &  Salovaara-Moring,                  

20 09).  This  undermines  the  intended  democra�c  purpose  of  news  media  as  being  informa�ve  and                

educa�onal  by  diver�ng  “a�en�on  and  energy  from  poli�cal  and  social  issues  which  helps  to  insulate                 

exis�ng  rela�ons  of  power  and  domina�on  from  serious  challenge”  (Fairclough,  1995,  p.12).              
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Fairclough  (1995)  asserts  that  this  process  turns  readers  from  “par�cipants  [to]  spectators”  (p.44).               

The  public  becomes  valued  as  mere  consumers  rather  than  engaged  ci�zens  to  be  drawn  into  the                  

(poli�cal)   public   sphere   to   contemplate   important   “issues   of   the   day”   (Fairclough,   1995,   p.11).     

  
Governments  may  concern  themselves  with  media  produc�on  because  of  the  media’s  “mobilizing              

power”  and  “ideological  poten�al”  (Fairclough,  1995,  p.45)  to  influence  media  output  and  persuade               

the  public.  Governments  may  use  media  coverage  to  strategically  frame  certain  topics  to  their  benefit                 

and  therefore  influence  policy  agendas  and  public  opinion  (Dusyk,  Axsen,  &  Dullemond,  2018).  Not                

only  does  the  mass  media  shape  the  system,  but  it  can  be  shaped  by  the  system  as  well  (Fairclough,                     

1995;  Dusyk,  Axsen,  &  Dullemond,  2018).  As  a  result,  the  state's  interest  in  news  o�en  results  in  the                    

news  media  rarely  cri�quing  the  status  quo  and  rather  “naturaliz[ing]  establishment  ideologies”              

(Fairclough,  1995,  p.46).  Consequently,  the  media  o�en  inten�onally  or  uninten�onally  reproduces             

hegemonic   views   towards   current   and   emerging   issues.   

4   Methodology     

My  methodology  is  a  mixed-methods  research  strategy  with  a  focus  on  CDA.  The  majority  of  this                  

research  is  qualita�ve,  including  how  I  determine  my  discourses  and  themes  during  my  coding                

process.  This  is  to  illustrate  how  the  news  media  creates  meaning  through  language  use  (Asayama  &                  

Ishii,  2017).  Quan�ta�vely,  I  determine  the  frequency  of  words  within  news  ar�cles  to  ascertain  the                 

prominence,  and  thus,  rela�ve  importance  of  different  themes.  Using  CDA,  I  follow  a  descrip�ve-                

interpre�ve-explanatory  approach  (Figure  4)  to  describe  what  I  find  in  the  text  (news  ar�cles);  to                 

interpret  its  content  and  find  commonali�es;  and  to  explain  --  through  retroduc�ve  reasoning  --  what                 

this  content  might  mean  in  the  broader  socio-cultural  prac�ce.  A�er  describing  my  methodological               

process,   I   present   my   limita�ons.   

4.1   Cri�cal   Discourse   Analysis     

I  chose  to  undertake  Fairclough’s  mul�dimensional  framework  for  CDA  as  it  gives  me  the  ability  to                  

analyze  news  texts  to  determine  how  socio-environmental  issues  are  manifested  in  language  (Wodak               

&  Meyer,  2009).  CDA  inves�gates  the  ways  in  which  language  can  “cons�tute  or  transmit  knowledge”                 

(Wodak  &  Meyer,  2009,  p.7)  within  social  establishments  or  when  power  is  being  exercised,  and  how                  

dominant  actors  and  their  associated  ideologies  are  reproduced  through  language.  In  other  words,  by                

applying  CDA,  I  explore  how  discourses  “are  cons�tuted;  why  they  are  cons�tuted  in  the  way  they                  

are;  as  well  as  what  meanings  are  expressed  in  those  forms  of  discourse  and  what  are  hidden”                   

(Regmi,  2017,  p.98).  According  to  Fairclough,  ‘cri�cal’  (in  CDA)  means  “to  contribute  to  addressing  the                 
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social  ‘wrongs’  of  the  day...by  analysing  their  sources  and  causes,  resistance  to  them  and  possibili�es                 

of   overcoming   them”   (Fairclough,   2013,   p.231).     

  

In  a  given  instance  when  language  is  used  --  also  known  as  a  ‘communica�ve  event’  (J ø rgensen  &                   

Phillips,  2002,  p.68)  --  it  is  concomitantly  a   text,   a  moment  of   discursive  prac�ce,  and  of  social                   

prac�ce  (Fairclough,  1992);  these  make  the  three  components  of  Fairclough’s  mul�dimensional             

framework 2    (Figure   4).     

  

  
Figure  4.  Fairclough’s  3-part  analy�cal  framework  connec�ng  ‘text’,  ‘discursive  prac�ce’,  and  ‘socio-cultural              
prac�ce’.  On  the  right  shows  the  dimensions  of  discourse  analysis:  descrip�on,  interpreta�on,  and  explana�on.                
I  include  do�ed  lines  to  highlight  the  CDA  as  an  itera�ve  and  rela�onal  process.  Image  adapted  from  Fairclough                    
(Fairclough,   1992).   

  
‘Text’  is  recognized  as  the  “wri�en  or  spoken  ‘product’  of  the  process  of  text  produc�on”  (Fairclough,                  

1992,  p.3).  Fairclough’s  CDA  employs  various  elements  of  linguis�cs  when  analyzing  a  given  text.  I                 

examine  syntax,  vocabulary,  and  lexicaliza�on  (Shojaei  &  Lahegi,  2012).  Lexicaliza�on,  or  word  choice,               

is  par�cularly  important  to  my  analysis  because  it  allows  me  to  dis�nguish  “among[st]  subtle  shades                 

of  meaning”  (Shojaei  &  Lahegi,  2012,  p.2537).  ‘Meaning’  is  central  to  the  connec�on  between  the                 

text  and  discourse  dimensions  as  they  relate  to  how  the  text  is  ‘interpreted’  (Figure  4)  (Fairclough,                  

1992).  As  Jaques,  Islar  and  Lord  (2019)  point  out,  analysing  text  is  beneficial  because  it  adds  to  the                    

“study  of  hegemony  by  looking  at  how  texts  func�on  to  reproduce  or  challenge  the  dominance  of                  

social  groups”  (p.5).  This  is  valuable  because,  upon  interpreta�on,  it  reveals  the  type  of  dominant                 

discourses   journalists   or   news   channels   choose   to   reinforce.     

  

2  This   framework   is   a   guideline,   rather   than   a   set   “blueprint”   (Fairclough,   1992,   p.225).   
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‘Discursive  prac�ce’  bridges  text  and  socio-cultural  analysis  together  (Fairclough,  1995).  It  examines              

the  nature  of  how  text  is  produced  and  construed  (J ø rgenson  &  Phillips,  2002).  Analyzing  discursive                 

prac�ces  involves  ‘interdiscursivity’,  a  process  whereby  authors  (journalists)  draw  on  different  genres              

and  discourses  in  the  text  and  during  the  communica�ve  event  (J ø rgensen  &  Phillips,  2002).  It  is,                  

however,  beyond  the  scope  of  this  thesis  to  determine  how  news  media  texts  have  been  “consumed”                  

(Fairclough,  1992.  p.78).  In  my  analysis,  I  make  inference  to  (retroduc�vely  reasoned)  how  the  public                 

may  understand  and  interpret  these  texts.  Therefore,  a  ‘discursive  prac�ce’  func�ons  to  both               

reproduce   society  --  including  social  and  cultural  iden��es,  systems  of  knowledge,  and  social               

correspondence   --   as   well   as   transform   society   (Fairclough,   1992,   p.65).     

  

The  third  dimension,  ‘social  prac�ce’,  focuses  on  the  ‘social  analysis’  of  the  communica�ve  event                

(J ø rgensen  &  Phillips,  2002),  as  well  as  “how  that  shapes  the  nature  of  the  discursive  prac�ce”                  

(Fairclough,  1992,  p.4).  In  other  words,  a  social  prac�ce  is  the  ar�cula�on  of  various  social                 

characteris�cs  that  make  up  specific  aspects  of  social  life  (Fairclough,  2003)  which  determine  the  kind                 

of  social  structures  and  power  rela�ons  that  prevail  in  society,  as  well  as  those  that  do  not                   

(Fairclough,  1992).  According  to  J ø rgensen  and  Phillips  (2002),  people  are  o�en  unaware  that  social                

structures  and  power  rela�ons  influence  social  prac�ces.  In  this  thesis,  social  prac�ce  is  examined  by                 

se�ng  the  analyzed  discourses  within  their  societal  context,  and  determining  their  socio-cultural              

implica�ons.     

  

Although  I  have  described  these  three  dimensions  separately,  they  ul�mately  coincide  in  prac�ce,  by                

“contain[ing]”  and  “internaliz[ing]”  (Fairclough,  2003,  p.25)  one  another  and  undergoing  an  itera�ve              

and  rela�onal  process  (Fairclough,  1992).  Ul�mately,  the  purpose  of  my  CDA  is  to  inves�gate  how                 

language  use  and  social  prac�ce  are  connected  (J ø rgensen  &  Phillips,  2002).  In  other  words,  how                 

MNM   language   and   public   percep�on/prac�ce   are   connected.     

4.2   Text   Selec�on     

I  selected   mainstream  news  media  compared  to  alterna�ve  media  to  gain  an  understanding  of  what                 

the  majority  of  average  Canadians  are  viewing/reading,  and  therefore  influenced  by.  This  is               

supported  by  Fairclough’s  asser�on  that  “audience  size  underscores  the  poten�al  influence  and              

power  of  the  media”  (Fairclough,  1995,  p.40).  This  also  highlights  how  focusing  on  MNM  is                 

appropriate   when   examining   power   rela�ons,   and   thus,   hegemony   in   society.     

  

14   



  

Text  selec�on  involves  searching  keywords  on  Canadian  (online)  MNM  channel  websites,  including              

“Oil  Sands”,  “Tar  Sands”,  and  “bitumen”  individually,  and  alongside  “phase-out”,  “low-carbon”,             

“energy  transi�on”  and  “Just  Transi�on”.  A�er  a  precursory  examina�on  of  recent  news  ar�cles,  I                

narrowed  my  selec�on  to  three  of  Canada’s  mainstream  news  broadcasters:  Canadian  Broadcas�ng              

Corpora�on  (CBC)  News,  Canadian  Television  Network  (CTV)  News,  and  Global  News  (Table  2).  I                

collect  those  that  have  a  focus  on  the  future  produc�on  and/or  phase-out  of  the  ATS  to  determine                   

whether  an  energy  transi�on,  with  jus�ce  at  its  core,  is  being  materialized  in  MNM.  I  keep  ar�cles                   

that  generally  discuss  the  oil  sector  in  Alberta  if  they  indirectly  refer  to  the  ATS.  A�er  colla�ng                   

relevant  ar�cles,  I  gathered  61  from  CBC  News,  24  from  CTV  News  and  23  from  Global  News  totalling                    

108  na�onal  MNM  ar�cles  (Appendix  8.2).  I  exclude  ‘opinion’  pieces  because  I  want  to  focus  only  on                   

the   so-called   ‘neutral’   news   ar�cles   from   the   selected   news   outlets.     

  

Table  2.  Descrip�ons  of  the  three  MNM  channels  to  provide  context  and  highlight  their  popularity  in  Canada  as                    
na�onal   media   channels.     

  
I  limit  the  �me  frame  from primo  January  2019  to   ul�mo  February  2021.  This  is  to  gain  an                    

understanding  of  the  contemporary  discourse  of  future  produc�on/poten�al  phase-out  and  a  Just              

Transi�on  in  the  ATS;  especially  due  to  Jus�n  Trudeau’s  announcement  of  a  Just  Transi�on  Act  just                  

prior  to  his  re-elec�on.  Addi�onally,  it  is  due  to  the  na�onal  and  global  events  that  took  place  over                    

the  course  of  this  period  which  may  have  influenced  discourse  surrounding  environmental              

decision-making   in   the   ATS,   and   presumably   a   Just   Transi�on.     
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News   Outlet   
(online)     

Descrip�on     

Canadian   
Broadcas�ng   
Channel   News   
(CBC)   

● Federal-crown   corpora�on   -   the   official   publicly   funded   na�onal   news   broadcaster   
in   Canada   

● Covers   na�onal   and   provincial   news   media   
● Iden�fies   as   a   “news   and   informa�ve   service”   that   aims   to   “inform,   to   reveal,   [and]  

to   contribute   to   the   understanding   of   issues   of   public   interest   and   to   encourage   
ci�zens   to   par�cipate   in   our   free   and   democra�c   society”   (CBC   News,   2012)     

Canadian   
Television   
Network   News   
(CTV)     

● Privately   owned   by   Bell   Media   
● Covers   both   na�onal   and   regional   news   media   -   several   local   newsrooms   across   

Canada     
● One   of   highest-ranked   na�onal   news   broadcasters   in   Canada   
● Won   “Canada’s   #1   TV   Network”   designa�on   19   years   in   a   row   (Bell   Media,   2021)   

Global   News     ● Privately   owned   by   Corus   Entertainment   Inc.   -   a   mul�na�onal   mass   media   and   
entertainment   corpora�on   

● Covers   na�onal   media   from   ‘coast   to   coast’   -   several   local   newsrooms     
● Claims   their   online   pla�orm   is   “one   of   Canada’s   most   visited   news   websites”   
● Iden�fies   as   being   “commi�ed   to   providing   Canadians   with   accurate,   balanced,   

�mely   and   comprehensive   news   coverage”   (Corus   Entertainment   Inc.,   2020)     



  

4.3   Data   Coding   Process     

A  Just  [Energy]  Transi�on  implies  there   will  be  an   eventual   phase-out  of  the  energy  sector  and/or                  

project  (Mer�ns-Kirkwood,  &  Deshpande,  2019).  Considering  this,  I  approach  my  coding  process  by               

examining  how  the  ATS  are  discussed  in  MNM  in  rela�on  to  their  future  produc�on,  and  whether  a                   

phase-out  with  associated  Just  Transi�on  is  being  discussed  at  all.  I  combine  a  “data-driven”  (Gibbs,                 

2012,  p.45)  coding  technique  --  based  on  observa�on  during  analysis  --  with  a  “concept-driven”                

(Gibbs,  2012,  p.44)  coding  technique  --  where  previous  knowledge,  literature,  theory,  and  intui�on               

inspire  the  crea�on  of  codes   before  the  analysis  takes  place  (Appendix  8.3).  I  u�lize  the  qualita�ve                  

analysis   so�ware   NVivo-12   to   examine   the   selected   MNM   texts   and   answer   the   following   ques�ons:     

  
● How  are  the  ‘Oil’  Sands  being  represented  in  rela�on  to  their  future  produc�on  and/or                

phase-out?   What   themes/discourses   emerge   that   are   connected   to   the   ‘Oil’   Sands?     

● How  is  the  Just  Transi�on  being  represented?  What  themes  emerge  that  are  connected  to  an                 

energy   transi�on,   and   specifically   a   Just   [Energy]   Transi�on?     

  

These  coding  ques�ons  are  inspired  by  Fairclough’s  analysis  of  language  in  media  texts:  “how  is  the                  

world  (events,  rela�onships,  etc.)  represented?”  (Fairclough,  1995,  p.5).  Coding  for  ques�on  1  is               

data-driven.  The  linguis�c  features  I  previously  discussed  are  u�lized  in  the  process  of  determining                

recurring  themes,  phrases,  and  words.  They  are  recognized  (rather  than  predetermined)  based  on               

contextual   literature,   knowledge   from   sustainability   science,   as   well   as   what   is   observed   in   texts.     

  

Coding  for  ques�on  2,  follows  the  same  observa�onal  process  as  ques�on  1,  but  differs  in  the                  

addi�on  of  a  preliminary  step.  A�er  my  ini�al  collec�on  of  news  ar�cles,  I  no�ce  the  term  ‘Just                   

Transi�on’  is  rarely  men�oned.  Therefore,  I  conclude  it’s  necessary  to  also  focus  on  the   implicit                 

employment  of  ‘Just  Transi�on’  in  text.  My  inclusion  criteria  is  based  on  the  principles  and  prac�ces                  

that   thereby   define   a   Just   Transi�on   (Appendix   8.1).     

  

I  u�lize  the  ‘query’  tool  on  NVivo  12  for  my  quan�ta�ve  analysis  to  determine  the  frequency  of  words                    

in  order  to  reveal  themes.  This  is  useful  for  answering  my  second  research  ques�on  (RQ2)  as  I  can                    

inves�gate  how  many  �mes  ‘Just  Transi�on’  is  men�oned  explicitly  in  the  texts  and  search  for                 

keywords  to  determine  how  ‘Just  Transi�on’  is  implicitly  men�oned.  The  implicit  use  of  ‘Just                

Transi�on’   is   examined   using    exact   terminology    and    by   considering   context.     
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The  final  step  of  this  process  involves  examining  how  the  two  coding  ques�ons  are  interrelated,  or                  

how  their  ‘representa�ons’  intermingle,  to  influence  the  broader  social  context  --  the  third  part  of                 

Fairclough’s   framework.     

4.4   Methodological   Limita�ons     

My  jus�fica�on  for  MNM  channels  as  ‘mainstream’  is  limited  because  I  could  not  find  circula�on                 

numbers  to  show  the  extent  of  viewership/readership.  The  selec�on  of  these  channels  is  based  on                 

my  personal  knowledge  as  a  Canadian  ci�zen  who  ac�vely  engages  with  this  topic  in  well-known  and                  

less  dis�nguished  news  channels.  I  try  to  overcome  this  barrier  by  providing  the  informa�on  on  each                  

channel   in   Table   2.   

  

It  is  beyond  my  thesis’  scope  to  determine  how  the  public  receives  news;  whether  it  is  solely  due  to                     

media  discourse  or  whether  it  is  a  result  of  other  factors  as  well  (Molina,  2009).  Addi�onally,  it  is                    

impossible  to  know  how  many  readers   cri�cally  consume  MNM  texts  (Molina,  2009),  i.e.  not                

consuming  the  wri�en  text  ‘as  is’.  I  make  the  assump�on  that  not  all  readers  receive  text  with  a                    

cri�cal   point-of-view.     

5   Analysis   &   Discussion      

In  my  analysis  and  discussion,  I  show  how  this  environmental  debate  --  the  con�nued  produc�on  and                  

expansion  of  the  ATS  versus  an  ATS  phase-out  and  associated  Just  Transi�on  --  is  represented  in                  

MNM,  and  provide  hypotheses  as  to  why  certain  construc�ons  have  become  dominant  while  others                

have  been  misrepresented  or  en�rely  overlooked  (Asayama  &  Ishii,  2017).  Considering  the  third               

component  of  Fairclough’s  framework  is  to  examine  the  wider  meaning  of  text  and  discourse  in                 

rela�on  to  the  broader  social  prac�ce  (i.e.  by  giving  language  meaning),  I  combined  the  analysis  and                  

discussion.  Overall,  this  sec�on  explains  how  MNM  contributes  to  the  hegemony  of  fossil  fuels                

through  par�cular  media  representa�ons  (Sec�on  5.1).  Furthermore,  I  discuss  the  implica�ons  these              

construc�ons   produce   (Sec�on   5.2).     

5.1   Key   Themes   and   Discourses     

Through  my  coding  process,  I  determine  two  main  findings:  (1)  the  dominant              

techno-corporate-managerial  depic�on  of  the  ATS  role  in  the  energy  ‘transi�on’  (5.1.1)  and  (2)  the                

lack  of  explicit  and  implicit  discussions  on  a  Just  [Energy]  Transi�on  as  an  alterna�ve  to  con�nued                  

produc�on   (5.1.2).     
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5.1.1   ‘Greening’   the   Tar   Sands:   The   ‘Solu�on’   to   Alberta’s   Climate   Impact   

Using  Fairclough’s  concept  of  ‘interdiscursivity’,  I  recognize  a  tendency  within  MNM  to  construct               

three  dominant  contemporary  environmental  discourses:  ‘ecomodernism’,  ‘green  growth’,  and           

‘net-zero’.  These  techno-corporate-managerial  discourses  are  grounded  in  the  no�on  of  ‘decoupling’             

economic  growth  from  environmental  impact,  implying  that  the  economy  and  environment  can              

thrive  at  the  same  �me  within  the  current  poli�cal-economic  regime  (Dryzek,  2013;  Foster,  2012).                

These  three  discourses  prevail  in  all  three  news  channels,  with  most  examples  coming  from  CBC                 

News.  The  propensity  for  these  discourses  in  MNM  (reported  and  quoted)  is  likely  because  they                 

“[possess]  the  poli�cal  capital  to  reconcile  con�nued  use  of  fossil  fuels  with  [GHG]  emissions                

reduc�on”  (Asayama  &  Ishii,  2017,  p.50).  Therefore,  their  techno-corporate-managerial  nature  allows             

hegemonic  actors  to  appear  as  though  they  are  taking  CC  seriously,  while  con�nuing  to  produce                 

bitumen   and   reap   economic   benefits   from   the   ATS.     

5.1.1.1   Technology   and   innova�on   will   pave   the   way   for   a   low-carbon   economy   

  
“If  there  are  reduc�ons  in  emission  intensity  or  improvements  to  technology  like  carbon  capture  and                 

storage,   there   is   no   reason   the   oilsands   could   not   expand   at   the   same   �me”   (Anderson,   2020 a ).   

  

This  CBC  News  quote  refers  to  the  words  of  Canadian  Environment  and  Climate  Change  (ECCC)                 

Minister  Wilkinson  when  discussing  the  future  of  the  ‘Oil’  Sands  (Anderson,  2020 a ).  This  posi�ve                

stance  on  technology  for  emissions  reduc�ons,  especially  coupled  with  the  con�nua�on  of  ATS               

produc�on  (and  expansion),  reappears  �me  and  again  in  MNM  making  it  a  good  entry-point  for                 

cri�que.  Although  technology  will  play  a  role  in  low-carbon  futures  --  as  described  in  the  IPCC’s  fi�h                   

assessment  report  (IPCC,  2014)  --  my  analysis  shows  that  its  capacity  for  meaningful  ac�on  and  its                  

ability  to  address  environmental  problems  is  o�en  overstated  in  MNM  and  the  hegemonic  actors                

they  quote.  ‘Overstated’  meaning  that  technology  is  used  as  a  ‘blanket’  solu�on,  diver�ng  a�en�on                

from  root  societal  and  systemic  changes  needed  for  meaningful  climate  ac�on.  This  tendency  for                

techno-op�mism   parallels   what   I   classify   as   an   ecomodernism   discourse.  

  

Devout  ecomodernists  believe  that  “meaningful  climate  mi�ga�on  is  fundamentally  a  technological             

challenge”  and  that  “even  drama�c  limits  to  per  capita  global  consump�on  would  be  insufficient  to                 

achieve  significant  climate  mi�ga�on”  (Asafu-Adjaye  et  al.,  2015,  p.21).  With  this  belief,  “accelera�ng              

the  pace  of  technological  innova�on”  (Symons,  2019,  p.54)  is  the  ‘most  promising’  way  forward.                

Although  this  hubris�c  faith  in  technology  is  not  the  only  environmental  decision-making  approach               

discussed   in   MNM,   it   is   by   far   the   most   acclaimed   by   hegemonic   actors.     
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Andrew  Scheer  --  the  federal  Conserva�ve  Party  leader  at  the  �me  and  a  well-known  pro-oil                 

supporter   --   said   in   a   speech:     

  

“Conserva�ves  fundamentally  believe  that  you  cannot  tax  your  way  to  a  cleaner  environment.  Instead                

the   answer   lies   in   technology”   (Tasker,   2019 a ).   

  

“The  fact  is,  we  can  actually  create  more  jobs  in  Canada  through  technological  growth  while  at  the                   

same   �me   lowering   global   emissions”   (Tasker,   2019 a ).   

  

His   party   also   asserts:   

  

“We  want  major  emi�ers  to  invest  in  technology  that  will  give  them  the  best  shot  at  reducing  their                    

own   emissions”   (Tasker,   2019 a ).     

  

“This  should  be  technology  with  the  greatest  poten�al  to  reduce  emissions  and  offer  the  best  poten�al                  

return   on   investment   as   dictated   by   the   market”   (Tasker,   2019 a ).   

  

As  a  federal  party  leader  and  authority  figure,  Scheer  maintains  a  certain  credibility.  The  use  of                  

high-ranking  or  ‘elite’  opinions  is  a  common  tendency  in  news  media,  which   Albæk  (2010)  suggests  is                  

because  of  the  “compensatory  legi�ma�on”  (p.  337)  it  provides  for  news  stories.  This  elite  messaging                 

in  MNM  turns  the  news  media  from  “watch-dogs”  for  the  public,  to  “guard-dogs”  of  the  status  quo                   

and   “lap-dogs”   to   elites   and   their   interests   (DeCillia   &   McCurdy,   2020,   p.663).   

  

Since  Scheer  is   outspoken  about  his  advocacy  for  the  ATS,  the  inclusion  of  his  ardent  opinions  about                   

technology  being   the  climate  ‘solu�on’  legi�mizes  his  stance  and  his  choices  for  present  and  future                 

decision-making.  This  aligns  with  Gramsci’s  no�on  of  the  “organiza�on  of  consent”  (Ives,  2004,  p.85)                

or  the  poli�cal,  moral  and  intellectual  leadership  established  within  society  (Callinicos,  2007).              

Consent,  for  hegemonic  actors  like  Scheer,  is  generated  in  “cultural  ins�tu�ons”  (Callinicos,  2007,               

p.21)  like  the  news  media.  Scheer’s  social  power  becomes  produced  and  reproduced  materially  and                

discursively  in  the  news  (Jaques,  Islar,  &  Lord  2019).  This  means  that  readers  --  whether  supporters  of                   

Scheer  or  not  --  might  interpret  the  following:  as  long  as  ATS  emi�ers  use  emissions-reduc�on                 

technology,  then  current  produc�on  levels  can  remain  the  same,  and  poten�ally  increase.  This               

cements   the   fossil   fuel   hegemony   and   shi�s   a�en�on   away   from   alterna�ve   solu�ons.     
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News  discourse  frequently  uses  evidence-based  comparisons   to  foreground  the  climate  efforts  by  ATS               

companies,   which   indirectly   validates   their   con�nued   produc�on.   For   example,   one   ar�cle   wrote:   

  

“[The  federal  government]  will  provide  $100  million  from  its  strategic  innova�on  fund  over  four  years                 

to  accelerate  the  development  and  use  of  technologies  to  lower  the  oil  and  gas  industry’s                 

environmental   impact”   (The   Canadian   Press,   2020 c ).     

  

And,     

  

“[The  Clean  Resource  Innova�on  Network]  will  aim  to  use  the  investment  to  support  research  projects                 

to  reduce  the  sector’s  GHG  emissions  by  100  megatons  by  2033,  the  equivalent  of  taking  1  million  cars                    

off   the   road”   (The   Canadian   Press,   2020 c ).   

  

The  comparison  of  their  measures  to  taking  1  million  cars  off  of  the  road  warrants  their  ac�ons   as                    

sufficient,  poten�ally  distrac�ng  the  reader  from  the  very  fact  that  the  sector  is  s�ll  contribu�ng  to                  

GHG  emissions.  This  poses  the  risk  that  the  public  accepts  the  con�nued  produc�on  of  the  ATS  since                   

measures  taken  are  already  ‘as  impac�ul’  as  1  million  fewer  cars.  This  also  gains  legi�macy  because  it                   

paints  a  visual  picture  of  its  ‘posi�ve’  impact  for  the  reader.  The  re-investment  into  research  for                  

mi�ga�on  further  aligns  with  the  ecomodernist  tendency  to  “invest  wealth  generated  by  capitalism  in                

low-carbon  innova�on”  (Symon,  2019,  p.61).  Carton  (2019)  suggests  this  is  a  capitalis�c  tendency  to                

try   to   “fix”   CC   (p.750).   

  

Another  solu�on  discussed  in  MNM  is  to  diversify  the  economy :  “a  blend  of  tradi�onal  and                 

renewable  energy”  (DeCillia,  2020 a ).  Renewable  energies  are  presently  the  most  sustainable  energy              

alterna�ve  to  fossil  fuels  ( Scholten,  2018 ).  However,  diversifica�on  does  not  directly  translate  to  a                

lower  reliance  on  oil,  especially  if  energy  consump�on  con�nues  to  grow;  it  merely  maintains  the                 

current  state-of-affairs  (Ihlen,  2009).  The  focus  on  ‘diversifica�on’  o�en  appears  to  be  focused  on                

Alberta’s   economic   dependence  on  oil,  sugges�ng  that  if  Alberta  diversifies,  the  province  won’t  have                

to    only    rely   on   oil   for   economic   benefits   (DeCillia,   2020 a ;   Santos,   2020 a ).  

  

One  Global  News  ar�cle  outlines  the  immense  emissions  per  capita  in  Alberta:  “more  than  three                 

�mes  the  na�onal  average  of  19.4  tonnes  per  capita”  (Bensadoun,  2019 a ).  If  the  province  separates                 

from  Canada,  they  would  become  the  highest  per  capita  emi�er  in  the  world  due  to  their  “reliance                   

on  oilsands,  heavy  produc�on  and  coal-fired  electricity  genera�on”  (Bensadoun,  2019 a ).  Despite             
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poin�ng  out  the  extent  of  Alberta’s  pollu�on,   the  ar�cle  ends  with  a  forthright  quote  from  an                  

Albertan   pro-separa�st   advocate:     

  

Alberta  is  not  the  problem...We  would  definitely  pump  more  money  into  research  and  development  to                 

improve  [carbon  capture  and  storage]  technology  further,  to  make  it  the  most  compe��ve  technology                

in  the  world  and  allow  that  to  be  exported  to  markets  like  China  and  India  to  solve  real  problems,  real                      

pollu�on   problems.   (Bensadoun,   2019 a )   

  

Fairclough  emphasizes  that  the  sequencing  of  informa�on  is  cri�cal  for  the  reader's  interpreta�on,               

including  “what  precedes  or  follows,  what,  and  why”  (Fairclough,  1995,  p.105).  Therefore,  I  deduce                

that  ending  this  ar�cle  with  a  vehement  statement  without  further  discussion  creates  an  impression                

that  this  point  is  the   most  relevant.  Furthermore,  whether  this  quote  is  for  a  ‘newsworthy’  story  or                   

not,  ending  with  it  a�er  having  explained  the  extent  of  Alberta’s  pollu�on  due  to  the  ATS  downplays                   

what  was  just  told  about  the  province’s  significant  GHG  emissions  contribu�on.  This  legi�mates               

pro-oil  hegemonic  actors’  views  that  Alberta’s  pollu�on  is  unproblema�c,  advocates  the  idea  that               

emissions/capita  are  not  a  concern,  and  implies  pollu�on  from  the  ATS  is  not  pollu�on  at  all.                  

Ul�mately,  this  ecomodernist  strategy  undermines  the  legi�macy  of  advoca�ng  for  transforma�ve             

change   and   rather   becomes   a   ‘quick-fix’   strategy   to   ensure   ATS   produc�on   con�nues.     

  
Carbon  capture  and  storage  (CCS),  as  noted  in  the  aforemen�oned  quote,  is  o�en  deemed  unreliable                 

for  climate  mi�ga�on  since  its  deployment  has  not  occurred  on  a  large  scale  (Bui.  et  al.,  2018;  Gaede                    

&  Meadowcro�,  2016;  Carton,  2019).  This  promotes  a  ‘poli�cs  of  delay’  by  eleva�ng  expecta�ons  of                 

‘effec�ve’  ac�ons  in  the  future,  while  jus�fying  gradualist  approaches  to  climate  ac�on  in  the  present                 

(McLaren  &  Markusson,  2020).  Despite  this,  hegemonic  actors  impart  high  hopes  for  CCS  as  a  climate                  

solu�on.  Huesemann  &  Huesemann  (2011)  note  that  the  exclusion  or  downplay  of  the  uncertain�es                

surrounding  technological  innova�ons  is  a  common  occurrence  in  mass  media:  the  prevailing              

paradigm  dominates  whereby  “any  technological  innova�on  is  ‘good’  and  its  value  is  not  open  to                 

ques�on”   (p.369).    

5.1.1.2   Climate   Change?   No   problem.   Alberta’s   oil   industry   is   ‘environmentally   responsible’.   

News  discourse  frequently  highlights  that  oil  companies  are  taking  ‘responsibility’  over  their              

environmental  impacts.  This  responsibility  aligns  with  the  tendency  towards  ‘green  growth’  strategies              

which  involve  the  reorienta�on  of  present-day  economic  ac�vi�es  in  order  to  rec�fy  environmental               

and  social  problems  (Stegemann  &  Ossewaarde,  2018).  The  MNM  makes  it  clear  that  this                
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responsibility  is  likely  due  to  oil  companies  recognizing  the  increasing  demand  from  investors  for                

environmental-social-governance   (ESG)   criteria   (Bakx,   2020 a ;   Healing,   2020 b )   within   oil   projects.   

  

One  ar�cle  acknowledges  Suncor  Energy’s  (ATS  company)  statement  a�er  the  KXL  pipeline              

cancella�on  which  claims  the  pipeline  “would  provide  responsibly  sourced  oil  to  U.S.  refineries  for                

the  benefit  of  U.S.  consumers''  (CBC  News,  2021 a ).  The  use  of  the  word  ‘responsibly’  is  conten�ous.                  

Typically  speaking,  ‘responsible’  is  understood  as  having  a  duty  to   take  care  of  something  or                 

someone.  Yet,  Tar  Sands’  crude  oil  is  coupled  with   harm  to  the  land  (e.g.  habitat  destruc�on  and                   

deforesta�on),  water  (e.g.  tailing  ponds),  atmosphere  (e.g.  GHG  contribu�on  to  CC),  and  to  people                

(e.g.  consump�on  of  toxins  through  various  pathways)  (Adkin,  2018).   The  risk  of  using  the  term                 

'responsible'  is  that  the  audience  might  interpret  companies  ac�ons  as  being  climate  conscious               

because  of  the  posi�ve  connota�on  associated  with  such  a  word.  In  reality,  a  ‘reorienta�on’  of                 

economic  ac�vi�es  may  not  actually  be  occurring  at  all   ( Cherry  &  Sneirson,  2012 ).  Addi�onally,   green                 

growth  tendencies  can  be  cri�cized  for  their  ‘reorienta�on’  not  being  transforma�ve  enough  since               

they  maintain  the  present  poli�cal-economic  structure  that  promotes  the  con�nued  pumping  of  ‘oil’,               

and  thus,  the  associated  environmental,  social  and  climate  impacts  (Ihlen,  2009;  Cherry  &  Sneirson,                

2012).     

  

According  to  my  analysis,  the  propensity  for  the  ATS  and  the  en�re  industry  appearing                

environmentally  ‘responsible’  can  be  considered  ‘greenwashing’.  Greenwashing  is  generally           

understood  as  “insincere,  dubious,  inflated,  or  misleading  environmental  claims”  ( Cherry,  &  Sneirson,              

2012,  p.141) .  Greenwashing,  in  this  context,  is  based  on  the  fact  that  ‘greening’  of  ATS  companies                  

may  not  be  due  to  concern  over  the  environment,  but  rather  external  pressure  from  poli�cians,  civil                  

society,  NGO’s,  etc.,  as  well  as  to  strategically  remain  profitable  and  reputable  (Ihlen,  2009;  Cherry  &                  

Sneirson,  2012).  Admi�edly,  some  ATS  companies  may  be  implemen�ng  the  climate  measures  they               

claim  to  introduce.  Nevertheless,  the  ATS  remains  environmentally  and  socially  damaging,  which  is               

misleading  when  companies  claim  they  are  ‘responsible’  (Saha  &  Darnton,  2005).  Furthermore,  the               

manner  in  which  environmental  decisions  made  by  hegemonic  actors  are  framed  in  MNM  masks  the                 

destruc�ve  nature  of  the  ATS  while  crea�ng  an  “image  of  environmentalism”  (Plec  &  Pe�enger,  2012,                 

p.460).     

  

Cri�cism  of  this  paradoxical  responsibility  goes  unmen�oned   in  the  news  media,  thereby  promo�ng               

greenwashing  and  furthering  the  “social  license”  (Dusyk,  Axsen  &  Dullemond,  2018,  p.13)  of  ATS                

produc�on.  This  further  aligns  with  Gramsci’s  no�on  of  ‘consent’  that  I  previously  discussed.  By                

failing  to  ques�on  this  paradox,  the  MNM  reinforces  the  hegemony’s  dominance  in  the  sense  that  it                  

22   



  

convinces  society  to  champion  its  values  and  norms  (Stoddart,  2007).  Consequently,  a  ‘common               

sense’  understanding  and  an  uncri�cal  acceptance  of  these  dominant  customs  is  generated,  which               

thereby  strengthen  hegemonic  actors’  power  over  society  (Berberoglu,  2017;  Stoddart,  2007).  This              

hegemonic  discourse  (green  growth)  in  MNM  becomes  normalized  making  it  challenging  to  ques�on               

(Berberoglu,  2017).  More  simply,  news  readers  might  absorb  this  informa�on  uncri�cally,  and              

therefore  gain  an  understanding  that  ATS  companies  are  indeed  as  environmentally  responsible  as               

the   news   media   portrays.     

  

News  discourse  posi�vely  highlights  the  industry’s  responsibility  when  discussing  the  recent             

improvements  on  emissions  intensity.  This  can  be  seen  in  the  following  example  when  Canada’s                

ambassador   to   the   U.S.   jus�fies   the   KXL   Pipeline.   The   reporter   stated:     

  

“She  said  the  emissions  intensity  of  the  Alberta  oil  sector  has  improved  drama�cally  over  the  last  two                   

decades,  with  per-barrel  oil  sands  emissions  falling  31  percent  since  2000  a�er  the  province                

implemented   new   environmental   policies”   (Tasker,   2021).     

  

This  rhetoric  on  emissions  intensity  distracts  from  the  amount  of  absolute  emissions,  or  total                

emissions,  that  the  ATS  s�ll  contributes  (“Not  Zero”,  2020).  Instead,  it  portrays  the  fossil  fuel                 

hegemony  as  one  that   has  and   is   constantly  working  towards  climate  ac�on,  including  what  a  lay                  

person  may  interpret  as  a  drama�c  reduc�on  in  emissions.  Without  further  context,  the  reader  could                 

be  misinformed  by  this  explana�on  as  the  focus  on  emissions  intensity  only  reduces  emissions  at  the                  

upstream  (produc�on)  source.  This  further  highlights  the  need  for  a  shi�  away  from  such  highly                 

pollu�ng  mega-projects  like  the  ATS,  as  absolute  emissions  can  only  be  meaningfully  reduced  with  a                 

reduc�on  in  downstream  emissions  as  well  (consump�on:  e.g.  pollu�on  from  petroleum-fuelled  cars)              

(“Not   Zero”,   2020);   a   process   also   unmen�oned   in   news   discourse.     

  

Canada’s  ECCC  Minister,  Wilkinson,  responded  to  the  retalia�on  of  the  budget  cuts  for  environmental                

monitoring   in   the   ATS   due   to   COVID-19:     

  

“It’s  important  for  all  Canadians  to  know  that  we’re  managing  resources  in  a  responsible  way  and                  

ensuring   that   pollu�on   is   not   happening”   (Desmarais,   2020 a ).   

  

This  quote  is  contradictory,  especially  coming  from  the  ECCC  Minister,  because  pollu�on  will  always                

occur  if  the  ATS  remains  in  produc�on;  in  other  words,  as  long  as  there  is  upstream  and  downstream                    

pollu�on.  Many  researchers  argue  that  sustainable  oil  produc�on  is  an  oxymoron  ra�onalized  by  the                
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oil  industry  and  its  proponents  through  processes  like  green  growth  (Ihlen,  2009;  Cherry  &  Sneirson,                 

2012).  By  quo�ng  Minister  Wilkinson,  a  poli�cal  ‘elite’  and  spokesperson  of  the  hegemony,  COVID-19                

is  used  as  an  excuse  to  push  CC  as  a  future  problem,  which  in  some  ways  favours  the  economy   over                      

the  environment.  Yet,  it  is  the  very  nature  of  the  ATS  and  what  it  produces  that  is  pollu�ng.  This                     

‘poli�cs  of  delay’  behaviour  aligns  with  what  Fairclough  claims  frequents  in  the  news  media:  the                 

tendency  to  leave  out  historical  context  because  news  is  principally  “constructed  in  terms  of  events                 

which  are  treated  as  more  or  less  isolated  from  prior  or  subsequent  events”  (Fairclough,  1995,  p.106).                  

Here,   it   means   pushing   CC   aside   because   COVID-19   appears   more   pressing.    

  

Interes�ngly,  the  aforemen�oned  ar�cle  is  one  of  the  few  �mes  in  MNM  when  non-elite  voices  were                  

included  when  discussing  the  ATS’  future.  At  the  same  �me,  it  is  one  of  the  few  �mes  social  impacts                     

of  con�nued  produc�on  are  acknowledged.  The  Indigenous  chief  of  Smith’s  Landing  First  Na�on               

discusses   his   frustra�ons   and   concerns   over   the   ATS   pollu�on,   especially   due   to   the   budget   cut:     

  

“We  rely  on  [wildlife]  for  food,  for  medicines,  for  spiritual  sustenance...Slowly  but  surely,  the  oilsands                 

pollu�on   is   killing   our   people”   (Desmarais,   2020 a ).   

5.1.1.3   Goal!:   Achieving   Net-zero   Emissions   in   the   Tar   Sands     

Claims  by  hegemonic  actors  of  technological  innova�ons  and  ‘environmentally  responsible’  prac�ces             

are  o�en  coupled  with  achieving  net-zero  emissions  in  the  ATS.  This  posi�vely  portrays  the  efforts                 

made  by  companies  because  they  align  efforts  with  government  goals  (Government  of  Canada,               

2021 a ).  It  also  posi�vely  portrays  governments  (provincial  and  federal)  as  climate  leaders.  Net-zero               

emissions  means  to  produce  no  GHG  emissions  and/or  to  offset  emissions  produced  through  removal                

mechanisms  like  carbon  offsets,  removal  technologies,  or  diversifying  the  energy  sector  (Government              

of   Canada,   2021 a ;   van   Soest,   den   Elzen,   &   van   Vuuren,   2021).     

  

One  ar�cle  discusses  the  “environmental  policy  the  oilpatch  wants  from  O�awa  ASAP”  (Bakx,  2020 b ).                

CBC   News   reports   that:     

    

Shell  is  one  of  the  companies  pushing  the  federal  government  to  create  a  na�onal  [GHG]  offset                  

program...Carbon  offsets  allow  companies  and  individuals  to  invest  in  environmental  projects  in  order               

to  balance  out  their  own  GHG  emissions.  Increasingly,  energy  companies  are  se�ng  climate  goals  to                 

achieve  net  zero  emissions  by  2050...purchasing  offsets  are  a  way  to  make  sure  there  is  at  least  a                    

pathway   to   reaching   ambi�ous   environmental   targets.   (Bakx,   2020 b )   
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This  text  portrays  Shell,  an  ATS  company,  as  ‘ambi�ous’  by  sta�ng  that  they  are  ‘pushing’  the                  

government  for  programs  related  to  climate  mi�ga�on.  It  also  posi�ons  carbon  offsets  as  a  beneficial                 

mechanism  to  achieve  net-zero  emissions,  and  therefore  to  mi�gate  CC.  Yet,  in  reality,  carbon  offsets                 

do  not  change  the  amount  of  emissions  produced  in  the  ATS,  and  rather  commodify  nature  (Castree,                  

2003).  Posi�oning  carbon  offsets  as  a  means  to  achieve  net-zero  emissions  distracts  from  the  reality                 

that   net-zero   does   not   translate   directly   to    real    (absolute)     emissions   reduc�ons.   

  

There  has  been  a  growing  climate  movement  arguing  that  net-zero  obscures  climate  inac�on  and                

“evade[s]  responsibility”  (“Not  Zero”,  2020,  p.2),  rather  than  making  genuine  emissions  reduc�ons              

(Figure  5).  This   real  zero   movement  asserts  that  vague,  goal-oriented,  and  managerial  approaches  like                

these  lead  to  far-away  targets  that  don’t  demand  any  par�cular  ac�on  for  decades  (McLaren,  et  al.,                  

2019;  “Not  Zero”,  2020).  Considering  this,  net-zero,  is  regarded  by  some  as  another  form  of                 

greenwashing   that   promotes   business-as-usual   (“Not   Zero”,   2020).     

  

  
Figure   5.    “How   ‘net   zero’   disguises   the   amount   of   actual   emissions”   (“Not   Zero”,   2020).   

  

Prior  to  the  KXL  cancella�on,  the  MNM  explained  that  when  the  pipeline  is  put  into  service,  “the                   

company  will  achieve  net-zero  emissions  across  the  project  opera�ons”  by  2023  (Seskus,  2021 a ).               

Once  again,  this  portrayal  of  climate  leadership  through  net-zero  goal  se�ng  distracts  from  the  reality                 

that  crude  oil  is   s�ll  being  produced.  Pipelines  are  an  archetype  of  how  the  present  day  poli�cal                   

economy  can  become  trapped  in  a  ‘carbon  lock-in’.  As  a  “carbon-emissions  suppor�ng  infrastructure”               

(Seto  et  al.,  2016,  p.431),  upon  implementa�on,  pipelines  become  “naturalized  and  developed  within               

society”  (Kraushaar-Friesen  &  Busch,  2020,  p.2)  making  them  challenging  to  replace;  this  process               

perpetuates  fossil  fuel  produc�on  and  “contribute[s]  to  the  iner�a  of  carbon  emissions”  (Seto  et  al.,                 

2016,   p.425).     
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5.1.1.4   Framing   the   Tar   Sands’   Future   as   part   of   the   Energy   Transi�on     

By  promo�ng  these  three  discourses  --  ecomodernism,  green-growth,  and  net-zero  --  the  MNM               

ul�mately  frames  the  ATS  as  being   a  part  of  Canada’s  future  energy  landscape ,  and  that  their  role  in                    

the  energy  ‘transi�on’  merely  involves  deploying  technological  innova�ons  as  well  as  implemen�ng              

‘environmentally  responsible’  prac�ces  so  that  the  ATS  can  achieve  net-zero  emissions 3 .  These              

discourses  enable  con�nued  produc�on  while  portraying  the  ATS  as  climate  conscious,  depic�ng  a               

“win-win”  (Robbins,  2011,  p.15)  scenario.  This  is  a  contradictory  depic�on  since  con�nued              

produc�on  leads  to  environmental,  social,  and  clima�c  ‘losses’.  The  phase-out  of  the  ATS  was   not  a                  

dominant  discourse  in  MNM.  This  raises  the  ques�on  of  whether  anything  is  being  ‘transi�oned’  at                 

all,  despite  the  fact  that  MNM  and  the  hegemonic  actors  they  quote  portray  these  changes  in  the                   

energy  sector  as  such.  Therefore,  the  MNM  reproduces  hegemonic  values,  beliefs,  and  prac�ces  and                

promotes  con�nued  fossil  fuel  produc�on.  Figure  6  is  a  summary  of  the  aforemen�oned  discourses               

to  highlight   how  the  Canadian  na�onal  mainstream  news  media  discursively  portray[‘s]  future              

produc�on   (and   expansion)   of   the   Tar   Sands    ( RQ1 ).     

  

  
Figure  6.  Summary  of  Sec�ons  5.1.1.1-5.1.1.3  to  highlight  the  tendencies  that  emerged  within  mainstream                
news  media,  which  lead  to  the  dis�nc�on  of  the  three  techno-corporate-managerial  discourses:  ecomodernism,               
green-growth,   and   net-zero.     

3  More   examples   that   promote   these   three   discourses   in   MNM   can   be   found   in   Appendix   8.4.     
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5.1.2   Silence   is   not   Golden:   Where   is   the   ‘Just   Transi�on’?     

Media  discourse  has  clearly  discussed  changes  in  the  energy  sector  in  Alberta  and  Canada.  However,                 

based  on  my  analysis,  I  iden�fy  that  the  ATS  are  framed  as  having  a  techno-corporate-managerial  role                  

in  this  ‘transi�on’,  shi�ing  a�en�on  away  from  the  need  for  an  ATS  phase-out.  Not  surprisingly,  as  a                   

phase-out  is  an  implied  requirement  for  a  Just  Transi�on,  the  Just  Transi�on   did  not  permeate  in  the                   

mainstream   news   media   in   any   prominent   way   over   the   last   two   years   in   light   of   recent   events    ( RQ2 ).     

  

Figure  7  illustrates  a  quan�ta�ve  comparison  between  the  term  ‘Just  Transi�on’  (14  men�ons,  14%)                

and  other  coined  terms  including  ‘low-carbon’,  ‘green’,  ‘renewable’,  and  ‘energy’  transi�on  (87              

men�ons,  86%).  I  chose  to  compare  the  ‘Just  Transi�on’  against  these  terms  and  their  context                 

because  although  they  are  all  visions  of  what  an  energy  transi�on  might  look  like,  they  don’t  imply                   

the  same  social  dimensions  that  the  Just  Transi�on  considers,  especially  in  rela�on  to  ensuring  ‘no                 

one  gets  le�  behind’  (Smith,  2017).  Interes�ngly,  of  the  14  explicit  ‘Just  Transi�on’  men�ons,  4  (29%)                  

come  from  just  one  ar�cle:  “Why  a  ‘just  transi�on’  doesn’t  have  to  pit  jobs  against  the  environment”                   

(Mayer,  2019 a ).  Addi�onally,  only  8  of  the  108  ar�cles  (7%)  men�oned  ‘Just  Transi�on’  at  least  once.                  

Furthermore,  Global  News  never  men�oned  ‘Just  Transi�on’,  whereas  CBC  News  and  CTV  News  each                

had  4  ar�cles.  A  poten�al  reasoning  for  this  lack  of  inclusion  may  be  because  of  the  news  media’s                    

tendency  to  embody  status  quo  interests  (Fairclough,  1995).  Since  this  alterna�ve  --  the  Just                

Transi�on  --  goes  against  the  preferences  of  hegemonic  actors,  it  is  not  surprising  it  remains  largely                  

excluded.   

  

  
Figure  7.  This  figure  shows  the  quan�ta�ve  comparison  between  the  number  of  �mes  the  exact  term  “Just                   
Transi�on”  was  men�oned  in  rela�on  to  discussions  on  “green”,  “renewable”,  “low-carbon”  and  “energy               
transi�ons”.     
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Qualita�vely,  I  found  MNM  describes  the  Just  Transi�on  as  a  responsibility  of  the  federal  government.                 

For   example,   in   reference   to   the   Fron�er   project:     

  

“Outright  rejec�on  of  Teck  Fron�er  would  accelerate  the  need  for  answers  —  par�cularly  regarding  the                 

"just  transi�on"  the  federal  government  has  promised  to  people  whose  livelihoods  depend  on  the                

fossil   fuel   industries”   (Wherry,   2020 a ).   

  

And,   discussing   ECCC   Minister   Wilkinson’s   responsibili�es   when   he   was   newly   elected:     

  

Among  Wilkinson's  first  orders  of  business  will  be  se�ng  five-year  targets  for  cu�ng  emissions  and                 

introducing  legisla�on  to  hold  Canada  accountable  for  mee�ng  them.  He  has  to  develop  a  "just                 

transi�on"  law  to  ensure  Canada  limits  the  harm  that  will  be  felt  by  workers  in  communi�es  largely                   

dependent   on   oil   and   gas   for   jobs   and   economic   growth.   (Rabson,   2019 a )   

  

According  to  my  analysis,   the  discussions  of  the  Just  Transi�on  Act  is  welcomed  news  as  the  MNM                   

acknowledges  the  federal  government’s  responsibility  (as  well  as  its  failure)  to  act  on  its  promises  and                  

take  meaningful  steps  to  ensure  workers  do  not  face  preventable  hardships  as  the  world  transi�ons                 

away  from  fossil  fuels.  This  finding  supports  the  Just  Transi�on,  as  ‘state  interven�on’  is  considered                 

an   important   prac�ce   according   to   my   analysis   (Appendix   8.1).     

  

Like  those  above,  most  examples  did  not  provide  a  comprehensive  explana�on  of  the  Just  Transi�on                 

other  than  men�oning  the  term.  Others  were  hypothe�cal  situa�ons,  such  as  the  following  example                

discussing   if  the  leader  of  the  New  Democra�c  Party  (NDP)  were  to  become  PM,  that  he  would                   

introduce   a   Just   Transi�on:     

  

“A  [PM]  Singh  likely  would  have  even  more  trouble  in  the  Prairies.  It's  one  thing  to  insist  on  a  speedy                      

move  away  from  fossil  fuels,  quite  another  to  actually  push  through  that  change  with  the  support  of                   

those  who  will  be  most  directly  affected.  Though  New  Democrats  are  keen  to  talk  about  a  "green  new                    

deal"  and  a  "just  transi�on"  for  energy  workers,  the  NDP  leader  spent  just  one  day  in  Saskatchewan                   

during   the   last   elec�on   campaign   and   skipped   Alberta   en�rely”   (Wherry,   2020 b ).     

  

Generally  speaking,  even  when  the  ‘Just  Transi�on’  was  explicitly  men�oned  in  MNM,  it  did  not                 

elaborate  on  its  benefits  and  explain  it  in  a  comprehensive  way  for  the  public  to  understand  its  value                    

for   climate   ac�on   and   low-carbon   socie�es.     
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Figure  8.  A  quan�ta�ve  comparison  of  the  number  of  �mes  various  criteria  that  define  a  Just  Transi�on  were                    
implicitly  discussed  in  the  mainstream  news  media.  There  were  20  criteria  that  I  determined  from  a  strategic                   
literature   (grey   and   academic)   review,   which   can   be   found   in   Appendix   8.1   for   more   details.     

  
The  ‘implicit  meanings’  or  what  was  “le�  unsaid”  (Fairclough,  1995,  p.106)  in  news  media  was  also                  

limited  in  its  reach  (Figure  8).  The  two  Just  Transi�on  criteria  that  stood  out  were  guaranteed  jobs  (d)                    

and  retraining/skills  transfer  (f).  This  is  unsurprising  since  I  found  these  were  both  prominently  cited                 

in  my  strategic  literature  review  (Appendix  8.1).  Some  examples  regarding  guaranteed  job              

opportuni�es  discussed  prospec�ve  opportuni�es  with  “Iron  and  Earth”  and  “Edge  Up”,  organiza�ons              

purposefully  created  to  transi�on  workers  out  of  oil  and  gas  and  into  solar  and  technology  jobs,                  

respec�vely   (Dryden,   2020;   von   Scheel,   2020).     

  

These  two  criteria  focus  directly  on  the  ability  to  obtain  a  job  through  the  availability  of  job                   

opportuni�es  and  the  ability  to  be  hired  based  on  skills  and  experience.  Their  prevalence  compared                 

to  other  criteria  may  be  due  to  the  heavy  emphasis  on  the  ‘economy  versus  environment’  narra�ve  in                  

the   ATS   and   broader   fossil   fuel   debate.     

  
Labour  rights  and  economic  concerns  such  as  retraining/skills  transfer,  guaranteed  jobs,  and  financing               

the  transi�on  were  more  prominent  in  comparison  to  jus�ce,  governance,  and  social  criteria,  such  as                

public  dialogue  (g),  mental  health  support  (j),  proac�ve  and  managed  implementa�on  (k),              

considera�on  of  (climate,  environmental  and  energy)  jus�ce  elements  (q),  and  redressing  exis�ng              

inequali�es  (r).  These  findings  present  that  even  criteria  rela�ng  implicitly  to  a  Just  Transi�on  tend  to                  

focus  heavily  on  the  economy  and  the  availability  and  access  to  jobs  rather  than  jus�ce,  governance                  

and   social   criteria   that   are   equally   important   --   as   claimed   in   this   thesis   --   for   an   energy   transi�on.   
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Mental  health  (j)  and  a  proac�ve  and  managed  implementa�on  (k)  went  unno�ced  in  MNM,  and  a                  

dis�nct  �me  plan  (n)  was  only  discussed  once.  This  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  these  were  my  own                      

contribu�ons   to   the   20   criteria,   as   I   found   they   were   missing   in   academic   and   grey   literature.   

  

Overall,  the  MNM  has  had  limited  discussion  on  a  Just  Transi�on  in  Alberta’s  oil  sector,  and                  

specifically  the  ATS.  Fairclough  asserts  that  representa�ons  of  events,  situa�ons,  and  people  within               

text  are  deliberate.  Understanding  these  representa�ons  “comes  down  to  an  account  of  what  choices                

are  made  -  what  is  included  and  what  is  excluded,  what  is  made  explicit  or  le�  implicit,  [and]  what  is                      

foregrounded  and  what  is  backgrounded”  (Fairclough,  1995,  p.104).  In  essence,  Fairclough             

acknowledges  that  what  is  absent  from  texts  is  equally  as  important,  if  not  more  telling,  as  what  is                    

present.  It  is  challenging  to  know  exactly  what  has  mo�vated  MNM  reporters  to  make  certain  choices                  

over  others  in  rela�on  to  what  gets  included  or  excluded  in  an  ar�cle.  What   is  certain  is  that  the  Just                      

Transi�on  is  largely  absent  in  news  discourse.  Fairclough  ques�ons  why  a  topic  may  be  presented  in                  

some  texts  “pertaining  to  a  given  area  of  social  prac�ce”  (Fairclough,  1995,  p.106),  but  is  not  found  in                    

others.  Considering  this,  one  may  wonder  why  the  Just  Transi�on  was  only  discussed  in  CBC  News                  

and  CTV  News,  but  not  Global  News.  Addi�onally,  where  energy  transi�ons  (low-carbon,  green,               

renewable,  and/or  energy)  were  evidently  discussed  in  the  MNM,  one  may  ques�on  why  a  Just                 

Transi�on   did   not   permeate   to   the   same   extent.     

  

Although  the  Just  Transi�on  was  brought  forth  and  occasionally  cited  directly,  the  MNM  did  not                 

highlight  its  importance  as  a  poten�al  and  necessary  process  for  shi�ing  Alberta/Canada  away  from                

fossil  fuels  in  a  just  way.  Consequently,  it  can  be  assumed  that  because  it  rarely  entered  news                   

discourse,  a  Just  Transi�on  remains  primarily  in  poli�cal  and  environmental  discourse  realms.  One               

can  contemplate  whether  this  is  because  the  Federal  Government  has  presently  failed  to  bring  forth                 

the  Just  Transi�on  Act  that  they  promised  in  2019  (350.org,  2020),  and  therefore,  it  is  not  seen  as  a                     

relevant  issue  to  the  MNM.  Furthermore,  another  reason  may  be  due  to  the  powerful  supporters  of                  

the  ATS  and  whether  they  have  prevented  such  discussions  from  occurring,  inten�onally  or               

uninten�onally.  Either  way,  because  the  MNM  is  a  major  source  of  dissemina�ng  informa�on  on                

environmental  decision-making  to  the  public,  few  discussions  in  the  news  likely  translate  to  few                

public  discussions.  Overall,  my  findings  show  that  the  MNM  does  not  present  a  Just  Transi�on  in  the                   

ATS   as   a   priority   topic   when   discussing   the   Tar   Sands’   future.     
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5.2   The   Implica�ons:   Climate   Misconcep�ons   and   Just   Transi�on   Illiteracy     

As  previously  men�oned,  the  MNM  has  power  over  shaping  public  discourse  and  framing  the  public                 

debate  over  environmental  decision-making  and  therefore  plays  a  significant  role  in  shaping  the               

“socio-poli�cal  acceptance  of  energy  projects”  (Dusyk,  Axsen,  Dullemond,  2018,  p.12).  My  findings              

show  that  MNM  reproduces  the  fossil  fuel  hegemony  in  a  manner  that  func�ons  to  maintain                 

con�nued  bitumen  extrac�on  in  the  ATS.  The  MNM  fails  to  provide  enough  informa�on  on  how  a  Just                   

Transi�on  is  a  possible  and  necessary  step  for   just  climate  ac�on  in  Canada;  ul�mately,  foreclosing                 

the  possibility  and   need  for  phasing  out  the  ATS.  These  findings  could  lead  to  the  following                 

implica�ons  in  socio-cultural  prac�ce  (Part  3  of  Fairclough’s  framework)  that  I  assert  are  detrimental                

for  the  public  acceptance  of  meaningful  climate  ac�on:  (1)  climate  misconcep�ons  and  (2)  Just                

Transi�on   illiteracy   ( RQ3 ).     

5.2.1   Climate   Misconcep�ons   

Although  clear  discussions  surfaced  in  MNM  regarding  change  in  the  energy  sector,  the  three                

dominant  discourses   create  --  and  ul�mately  spread  --  misconcep�ons  about  what  meaningful              

climate  ac�on  entails   ( Cook,  Bedford,  &  Mandia,  2014 ) .   These  discourses  focused  on  greening               

produc�on  at  the  upstream  source  while  disregarding  downstream  emissions  and   real  zero  targets;               

they  relied  heavily  on  technological  innova�ons  as  a  blanket  solu�on  to  climate  mi�ga�on;  and  they                 

framed  the  oil  sector  in  a  posi�ve  light  despite  the  fact  that  produc�on,  and  therefore  pollu�on,  s�ll                   

prevails.  These  processes  favour  the  interests  of  those  who   already  benefit  from  the  exis�ng  fossil                 

fuel  system,  i.e.  hegemonic  actors  (Seto  et  al.,  2016).  T he  MNM  fails  to  produce  news  repor�ng  that                   

would  help  its  audience  to  cri�cally  ques�on  and  assess  the  solu�ons  posed  by  hegemonic  actors.                 

MNM  discussions  of  produc�on  in  the  ATS  are  framed  in  a  manner  that  only  asks  how  produc�on                   

should  con�nue  amidst  a  climate  crisis;  ques�oning  whether  extrac�on  should  occur  at  all  goes                

unmen�oned.  By  doing  so,  climate  inac�on  is  obscured,  responsibility  is  evaded,  greenwashing              

prevails,  and  the  fossil  fuel  hegemony  is  cemented.  This  ul�mately  forecloses  the  space  for                

discussions   on   transforma�ve   solu�ons   like   a   phase-out   and   associated   Just   Transi�on.     

5.2.2   Just   Transi�on   Illiteracy     

As  I’ve  emphasized  throughout  this  thesis,  the  Just  Transi�on  is  a  mechanism  by  which  barriers  that                  

delay  climate  ac�on,  such  as  the  ‘economy  versus  environment’  narra�ve,  can  be  reconciled.               

However,  without   the   knowledge  of  measures  that  will  support  workers  and  communi�es  affected  by                

climate  policy,  it  is  unlikely  that  Canadians  --  within  and  external  to  the  sector  --  will  willingly  accept  a                     

phase-out.  Many  studies  suggest  that  public  knowledge  is  significantly  related  to  public  acceptance               
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(Wang,  et  al.,  2019 ;  Pellizzone,  et  al.,  2015 ).  Therefore,   without  knowledge  of  measures  that  could                 

safeguard  workers'  economic  and  social  well-being,  “augment[ed]  percep�ons  of  disparity  whereby             

environmental  regula�on  dispropor�onately  impacts  blue-collar  workers  in  a  nega�ve  manner”            

(Harrahill  &  Douglas,  2019,  p.2)  could  emerge.  This  could  lead  to  a  “cogni�ve  lock-in”  (Haggerty  et                  

al.,  2018,  p.  74)  of  resistance  towards  a  transi�on  and  climate  ac�on,  especially  in  regions  like  Alberta                   

where  ‘oil’  is  inextricably  linked  to  iden�ty;  presumably  because  climate  mi�ga�on  appears  more               

threatening  than  the  global  climate  crisis.  Improving  Just  Transi�on  “literacy”  is  therefore  cri�cal  to                

prevent  cogni�ve  lock-ins  and  ideological  resistance  so  that  public  acceptance  towards  Just              

Transi�ons  is  strengthened,  not  only  for  those  directly  connected  to  the  ATS,  but  for  all  Canadians.                  

Otherwise,  greater  polariza�on  can  lead  to  rejec�on  of  climate  policy  and  any  plans  that  support  a                  

just  phase-out  of  the  ATS;  thereby  increasing  the  chance  of  injus�ce  and  a  carbon  lock-in  in  the  future                    

(Seto   et   al.,   2016).     

  
Figure  9.  Inspired  by  Fairclough’s  descrip�on-interpreta�on-explana�on  approach  (Fairclough,  1992),  this  figure             
summarizes   my   major   findings   and   shows   the   two   implica�ons   they   can   lead   to.     

5.2.3   Summary   

Ul�mately,  if  the  public  understands  the  solu�ons  that  have  been  posed  in  MNM  as   the  best  or   only                    

approach  to  environmental  decision-making  in  the  ATS,  and  have  li�le-to-no  understanding  of              

transforma�ve  solu�ons,   concep�ons  of  what  cons�tutes  ‘meaningful  climate  ac�on’  is  skewed             

(Figure  9).  A�en�on  becomes  “ directed  away  from  the  core  societal  problems  that  have  caused  and                 

con�nue  to  propel  the  climate  crisis  and  diverted  instead  onto  menial  responses  that  serve  merely  to                  

patch  the  symptoms  of  the  issue”  (Kraushaar-Friesen  &  Busch,  2020,  p.3).  Since  news  media                

influences  the  public’s  understanding  and  acceptance  of  such  decisions,  this  can  directly  translate               

into  how  the  public chooses  to  vote ,  including  whether  ci�zens  choose  to  support  the  types  of                  

poli�cal  leaders  who  propose  a  phase-out  and  Just  Transi�on  as  a  top  priority,  and  those  that  do  not,                    
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or  rather,  ardently  support  future  produc�on  and  expansion  ( Wang,  et  al.,  2019 ).  It  also  influences                 

how  the  public   reacts  to  future  environmental  decision-making   measures  related  to  the  ATS  and                

whether   the   public   ac�vely   rejects   further   produc�on   and   expansion   (Bolsen   &   Shapiro,   2018).     

6   Reflec�ons   and   Conclusions   

6.1   Going   Forward:    The   Role   of   the   News   Media   in   Climate   Communica�on     

Communica�ng  CC  and  low-carbon  transi�ons  is  undoubtedly  conten�ous,  no  ma�er  the             

spokesperson.  However,  as  pointed  out  �me  and  again  in  this  thesis,  “media  texts  do  not  merely                  

‘mirror  reali�es’”  (Fairclough,  1995,  p.103).  The  news  media  is  a  discursive  and  cultural  agent  who                 

has  the  power  to  challenge  the  status  quo  and  have  “real,  material  impacts  on  power  rela�ons”                  

(Haluza-Delay  &  Carter,  2018,  p.  456).  The  MNM  has  an  important  role  to  play  in  informing  the  public                    

on  mul�ple  posi�ons,  interests,  and  objec�ves  on  this  debate   beyond  the  status  quo,  so  that  the                  

public   can   make   informed   decisions   when   they   reach   the   ballot   or   protest   in   the   streets.     

  

Going  forward,  there  must  be  a  ‘re-framing’  of  this  environmental  debate  in  MNM  so  that  complex                  

and  sensi�ve  topics,  such  as  low-carbon  transi�ons  and   absolute  oil  reduc�ons  (Dusyk,  Axsen  &                

Dullemond,  2018)   are  being  discussed  and  that  the  news  is  informing  rather  than  misinforming  the                 

public.  A  reorienta�on  of  energy  transi�on  discussions  towards  ‘just’  ones  could  improve  Just               

Transi�on  literacy  amongst  the  public  and  raise  awareness  on  the  associated  individual  and  collec�ve                

benefits.  Addi�onally,  news  media  must  be  careful  in  how  they  propose  such  solu�ons  to  prevent                 

further  polariza�on  of  ‘economy  versus  environment’  as  this  can  lead  to  rejec�on  of  climate  ac�on                 

and  (just)  transi�oning.  Ul�mately,  the  MNM’s  failure  to  challenge  the  status  quo  and  provide                

diverging  alterna�ves/voices  should  make  the  public  wonder   who  controls  the  media,  raising  “serious               

ques�ons  regarding  the  role  of  the  news  media  in  Canadian  democracy”  (DeCillia  &  McCurdy,  2020,                 

p.676).     

  

There  is  significant  research  highligh�ng  how  cri�cal  the  ‘messenger’  or  ‘spokesperson’  is  for               

successful  climate  communica�on,  and  that  this  success  is  o�en  dependent  on  how  much  the                

audience   trusts   this  messenger  (Climate  Outreach,  2018;  Bolsen  &  Shapiro,  2018;  Bolin  &  Hamilton,                

2018;  Sch äfer,  &  Painter,  2021 ).  Much  of  this  evidence  emphasizes  the  difficul�es  of  knowledge                

genera�on  and  dissemina�on,  especially  when  it  comes  to  dealing  with  strong  iden��es  and  belief                

systems,  crea�ng  accessible  language,  and  communica�ng  with  audiences  who  are  resistant  to  the               

suggested  change  (Climate  Outreach,  2018;  Shuckburgh,  Robison,  Pigeon,  2012;  Cook,  Bedford,             
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Mandia,  2014  Fessmann,  2019).  Failure  to  overcome  these  challenges  may  lead  to  dissonance               

between  climate  science  discourses  of  demanding  immediate  ac�on  now  versus            

techno-corporate-managerial  op�miza�on,  which  I’ve  argued  in  this  thesis,  delays  ac�on.  My  findings              

are  consistent  with  what  the  Alberta  Narra�ves  Project  (a  project  conducted  in  Alberta  on  climate                 

change  communica�on)  suggests:  to  create  construc�ve  dialogues  using  language  that  promotes  a              

“shared  conversa�on  and  does  not  feed  polariza�on”  (Climate  Outreach,  2018,  p.13).  This  wider               

challenge  of  climate  communica�on  was  clearly  embodied  in  my  research  in  the  way  that  the  MNM                  

constructed  how  the  ATS  environmental  decision-making  should  be  approached  and  how  the  ATS  are                

portrayed   as   remaining   a   part   of   Alberta’s   future   energy   landscape.     

6.2   Future   Work     

Future  research  could  dive  into  how  collec�ve  power  can  be  built,  through  social  movements  for                 

example,  in  order  to  push  the  Just  Transi�on  agenda  into  media  discourse  (Ferree  et  al.,  2002).                  

Approaching  this  from  a  sustainability  science  perspec�ve  could  help  bring  the  knowledge-base  into               

ac�on   so   that   these   discussions   are   not   limited   to   academia   (Spangenberg,   2011).     

  

It  could  be  frui�ul  to  examine  a  longer  temporal  scale  to  see  how  discourses  have  changed  over  �me,                    

for  instance  since  the  Paris  Agreement  in  2015.  Diving  into  the  differences  of  mainstream  versus                 

unconven�onal  news  media  or  provincial  versus  federal  news  media  could  provide  for  interes�ng               

compara�ve   analyses.     

  

It  would  be  meaningful  to  interview  the  public  to  understand  how  news  media  is  actually  ‘consumed’                  

(Fairclough,  1992)  by  the  public,  beyond  my  retroduc�ve  specula�ons.  Examining  the  readers’              

consump�on  of  news  would  strengthen  this  analysis,  and  would  contribute  to  a  research  step                

commonly   omi�ed   in   CDA   studies   (Jørgenson   &   Phillips,   2002).     

  

Since  the  Just  Transi�on  is  a  growing  field  but  in  its  infancy,  further  academic  research  is  cri�cal  to                    

ensure  its  future  success  as  both  a  movement  and  a  policy  process.  I’ve  contributed  to  the  growing                   

literature  on  Just  Transi�ons  and  addressed  the  need  not  only  for  more  academic  literature,  but  more                  

public   discussions   on   Just   Transi�ons,   especially   involving   the   ATS   context.     

6.3   Contribu�ons   to   Sustainability   Science     

My  thesis  contributes  to  the  growing  approach  in  sustainability  science  to  shi�  from  problem                

iden�fica�on  (i.e.  the  ATS  climate  impact  and  societal  challenges  in  energy  transi�ons)  to  problem                
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solving  (i.e.  through  the  Just  Transi�on  and  improved  climate  communica�on)  (Rokaya,  et  al.,  2017).  I                 

adopted  a  ‘transi�ons  approach’  (Frantzeskaki,  Loorbach,  &  Meadowcro�,  2012)  in  this  thesis  which               

aligns  with  sustainability  science’s  efforts  of  “support[ing]  transi�ons  towards...sustainable  and            

resilient  societ[ies]”  (Rokaya,  et  al.,  2017,  p.855).  I’ve  revealed  the  ‘wickedness’  of  communica�ng               

environmental  decision-making  to  the  public  (von  Wehrden,  et  al.,  2017).  By  doing  so,  I  showed  that                  

depending  on  how  this  informa�on  is  relayed  to  the  public,  it  can  lead  to  broader  “implica�ons  [for]                   

sustainability  challenges”  (Rokaya,  et  al.,  2017,  p.856),  including  how  and  whether  people  see  CC  as                 

an  urgency  and  whether  a  Just  Transi�on  becomes  a  widely  accepted  climate  ac�on  measure  in                 

Canada.  As  Olsson  and  Ness  (2019)  suggest,  in  order  to  avoid  sustainability  discussions  falling  on                

“deaf  ears”,  there  must  be  “more  construc�ve  dialogues  between  [the]  scien�fic  community  and               

society”  (p.1).  By  exposing  the  implica�ons  of  climate  (mis)communica�on,  I’ve  illuminated  the  need               

for  construc�ve  sustainability  dialogue  so  that  ci�zens  are  well-informed  to  have  frui�ul  discussions               

on   the   climate   debate   and   make   democra�c   choices.   

6.4   Final   Conclusions     

My  thesis  has  shown  the  importance  of  public  percep�on  in  environmental  decision-making,  and               

how  news  media  plays  a  cri�cal  role  in  relaying  this  informa�on  to  the  public.  My  analysis  of                   

Canadian  mainstream  news  media  iden�fied  discourses  and  themes  that  largely  perpetuate  the  fossil               

fuel  hegemony.  I  have  shown  how  these  representa�ons  can  affect  knowledge  of  climate  ac�on  in                 

the  public  domain,  and  fundamentally  how  their  implica�ons  can  constrain  the  ac�ons  needed  for                

transi�oning  towards  a  low-carbon  society  with  jus�ce  at  its  core.  I’ve  shown  that  a  Just  Transi�on                  

from  the  Alberta  Tar  Sands  is  fundamental  for  strengthening  social  acceptance  of  not  only  a   just                  

phase-out  in  the  Tar  Sands,  but  for  climate  ac�on  as  a  whole.  If  Canada  intends  to  live  up  to  its                      

promise  as  a  global  climate  leader,  it  mustn’t  get  ‘stuck  in  the  tar’  of  present-day  state-of-affairs,  but                   

shi�   away   from   the   energy   system   that   has   caused   and   con�nues   to   fuel   the   global   climate   crisis.   
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8   Appendices     

8.1   Just   Transi�on   Criteria     

  
Table  1.  20  Criteria  for  a  Just  Transi�on  from  Alberta's  Tar  Sands.  Based  on  a  strategic  collec�on  of  best                     
principles  and  prac�ces  from  Just  Transi�on  academic  and  grey  literature,  in  Canadian,  fossil  fuel,  and  general                  
contexts,   or   a   combina�on   of   these 4 .     

4  The  following  criteria  inevitably  overlap,  however,  I  grouped  them  in  three  main  categories  I  felt  that  most  suitably  applied:                      
socio-economic   prac�ces,   governance,   and   jus�ce   and   accountability.     
5  It  is  outside  the  scope  of  my  thesis  to  state  specifically  the  types  of  jobs  and  industries  that  should  be  propped  up  -  this  is  a                             
conten�ous  issue  in  itself,  and  must  be  decided  based  on  socio-economic  and  geographic  considera�ons,  as  well  as                   
preferences   of   the   local   communi�es   and   relevant   stakeholders.     
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC   PRACTICES   &   LABOUR   RIGHTS   

  Criteria   Referenced   in:     

i)     Crea�on   of   a   designated   “Just   Transi�on   Fund”   
● For  the  financial  support,  programs,  retraining,  educa�on,         

and   other   aspects   of   the   transi�on     

(ECCC,  2018;  Smith,  2017;      
Mer�ns-Kirkwood  &    
Deshpande,   2019)     

ii)     General  financial  support,  re-loca�on,  compensa�ons,  social        
protec�on,     and   when   necessary ,   unemployment   benefits   

● To  safeguard  workers  and  community  well-being,  especially         
during   transi�on   period     

(Goddard  &  Farrelly,  2018;      
Healy  &  Barry,  2017;     
(Jenkins,  Sovacool,    
Blachowicz,  &  Lauer,  2020;     
ECCC,  2018;  Smith,  2017;      
ILO,   2015;   UNFCCC;   2020)   

iii)     Wage   subsidies   
● If  previous  jobs  had  had  higher  wages  to  provide  comparable            

incomes   in   new   posi�ons   

(Stevis   &   Felli,   2014)   

iv)   
  

New  (guaranteed)  job  opportuni�es   through  government  crea�on         
and   support   of   sustainable   industries,   infrastructure   and   ini�a�ves   

● Living  wages,  healthy  and  safe  working  condi�ons,  “clear          
career  progression  opportuni�es”,  and  jobs  that  are         
accessible  to  “people  with  a  range  of  skills”  (Healy  &  Barry,             
2017,   p.455)     

● Preference  towards  new  job  opportuni�es  within        
“sustainable”,  “green”,  “low  carbon”,  and/or  “renewable”        
fields   for   redeployment    5     

(Goddard  &  Farrelly,  2018;      
Healy  &  Barry,  2017;  Bird  &        
Lawton,  2009;  Newell  &      
Mulvaney,  2013;  Haggerty     
et  al.,  2018;  Smith,  2017;       
ILO,  2015;  UNFCCC,  2020;      
Mer�ns-Kirkwood  &    
Deshpande,   2019)     

  

v)     Employment   transi�on   programs   
● For  smooth  change  of  career  path  through  all  stages  of            

securing  new  job  opportuni�es,  including  personalized        
career  planning,  counselling,  and  other  outplacement        
services     

(Mayer,  2018;  ECCC,  2018;     
Mer�ns-Kirkwood  &    
Deshpande,   2019)   

vi)     Skills   transfer   and   (re)training     
● To  transfer  previous  skills  to  new  jobs  and/or  to  learn  skills             

for   new   opportuni�es     

(Jenkins,Sovacool,   
Blachowicz,  &  Lauer,  2020;     
Smith,  2017;  ILO,  2015;      
UNFCCC,   2020)   

vii)     Public   dialogue   and   par�cipatory   decision-making     
● Unions,  labour  force,  local  communi�es  (i.e.  Fort  McMurray),          

(Goddard  &  Farrelly,  2018;      
Smith,  2017;  ILO;  2015;      
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and  Indigenous  peoples  (i.e.  Chipewyan  Prairie  and  Fort          
McKay   First   Na�ons)   must   be   at   the   heart   of   decision-making   

UNFCCC,   2020;     

viii)   Compensated   educa�on   
● To   gain   new   skills   and   knowledge   without   financial   setback     

(Harrahill  &  Douglas,  2019;     
Stevia   &   Felli,   2014)   

ix)   Assistance   for   early   re�rement    and    pension     
● Primarily  for  those  close  to  re�rement  age:  the  ability  to            

re�re  early  with  financial  backing  instead  of  star�ng  a  new            
profession   

(Mayer,  2018;  Stevis  &  Felli,       
2014;  ECCC,  2018;     
Mer�ns-Kirkwood  &    
Deshpande,   2019)     

x)   Psychiatric,   social   and   mental   health   support   
● To  aid  for  loss  of  iden�ty,  culture,  co-workers,  work          

environment,  change  in  loca�on,  challenges  in  new  field  and           
general   hardships   within   the   transi�on   

Author's  personal    
contribu�on.     

GOVERNANCE     

  Criteria   Referenced   in:     

xi)   Proac�ve    and    managed     
● Being  proac�ve  is  fundamental  to  a  Just  Transi�on,  as  the            

movement's  core  goal  is  to  address  hardships  and  act,  rather            
than  react,   before  they  materialize.  Otherwise,  the  energy          
transi�on   could   become   very   unjust   and   forced.     

(Jenkins,  Sovacool,    
Blachowicz,   &   Lauer,   2020)   

xii)   Ac�ve   state   interven�on     
● Must  be  significant   role  played  by   municipal,  provincial,  and           

federal   governments :  “na�onally  coherent,  regionally  driven,        
locally   delivered   ac�ons”   (ECCC,   2018,   p.viii)   

(Harrahill  &  Douglas,  2019;     
Healy  &  Barry,  2017;  Newell       
&  Mulvaney,  2013;    
ECCC,   2018;   Smith,   2017)     

xiii)     Flexibility    in   decision-making     
● Policies  must   acknowledge   and   adapt   to  an   evolving          

transi�on  process   that  can  accommodate  an  extensive         
variety   of   responses   -   both   in   space   and   �me     

Author's  personal    
contribu�on.   

xiv)     Clear     set   of   policies    and    dis�nct   �me   plan    for   transi�on   process   
● To   ensure   transparency   and   overall   success   of   transi�on   

Author's  personal    
contribu�on.   

xv)   Effec�ve   dissemina�on   of   informa�on     
● Those  impacted  directly  by  decision-making  must  be         

well-informed;  this  includes  “accurate”  and  “�mely        
informa�on”   (ECCC,   2018,   p.   viii)     

(ECCC,   2018)   

xvi)     Coordinated   efforts   from   governments,   employers   and   unions   
● To  safe-guard  workers  rights  and  well-being  throughout  all          

stages   of   transi�on     

(ECCC,   2018;   Smith,   2017)     

JUSTICE   &   ACCOUNTABILITY     

  Criteria   Referenced   in:     



  

  

6   Environmental   jus�ce    relates   to   the   social   distribu�on   of   the   benefits   and   hardships   of   the   transi�on   (Mayer,   2018)     
7   Climate  jus�ce  relates  to  rights  of  present  and  future  genera�ons  to  a  healthy  and  safe  environment  (Pearson,  Tasi  &                      
Clayton,   2021)     
8   Energy  jus�ce  relates  to  ensuring  energy  access  for  all,  when  new  sustainable  energy  industries  are  being  created  (Ciplet,                     
2021)     
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xvii)     Grounded   in    environmental    6 ,    climate     7 ,   and    energy   jus�ce    8   (Goddard  &  Farrelly,  2018;      
Mayer,  2018;  Healy  &  Barry,       
2017;  Heffron  &  McCauley,      
2018;   ILO,   2015)     

xviii)   Redress   exis�ng   inequali�es    and   account   for    marginalized   groups     
● Including  increasing  access  to  (sustainable)  job  opportuni�es         

for  women,  indigenous  peoples,  minority  groups,  and  other          
under-represented   people     

(Healy  &  Barry,  2017;  ECCC,      
2018;  ILO,  2015;     
Mer�ns-Kirkwood  &    
Deshpande,   2019)   

xix)     Clean-up  and   remedia�on  of  previous  contaminated  mine  sites,          
tailing   ponds,   and   inac�ve   or   orphaned   oil   wells     

● Jus�ce   is   not   realized   if   previous   injus�ces   are   not   rec�fied     

(Healy   &   Barry,   2017)   

xx)     Context   specific     
● Different  workers  and  communi�es  within  Alberta  (and         

throughout  Canada)  will  face  their  own  unique  challenges.  It           
is  therefore  important  to  ensure  programs  and  plans  are  not           
“one   size   fits   all”   (ILO,   2015,   p.6).   

(ILO,  2015;  UNFCCC,  2020;     
Snyder,   2018)     



  

8.2   News   Ar�cles     
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8.3   Codes   Collected   /   NVivo   Coding   Process   

Table   2 .   List   of   codes   collected   during   the   coding   process.   I   used   these   codes   to   determine   discourses   and   
themes   for   my   analysis/discussion.   The   referenced   numbers   do   not   directly   translate   to   the   number   of   �mes   
these   occurred   in   the   news   ar�cles.   
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Code   Name   Referenced   

Acknowledgement   of   energy   transi�on   120   

Acknowledgement   of   job   loss   in   fossil   fuel   sector   29   

Alterna�ves   from   fossil   fuels   29   

Con�nued   produc�on/expansion   134   

Demise   of   oil   sector   126   

Ecological   Moderniza�on   169   

Economy   (Jobs)   vs   Environment   124   

Emo�onal   language   82   

Environmental   ac�vist   push   against   industry     35   

Federal   Government   promises   15   

Impact   from   COVID   48   

Impact   from   Keystone   13   

Just   Transi�on   (Implicit)   105   

Metaphor   34   

Net-zero   67   



  

8.4   Addi�onal   Examples   of   the   Three   Discourses   from   Sec�ons   5.1.1.1-5.1.1.3   
Table  3.  Some  addi�onal  examples  where  the  mainstream  news  media  reinforces  the  fossil  fuel  hegemony  by                  
promo�ng  technology  and  innova�on  as  the  solu�on,  shi�ing  away  from  the  need  to  reduce  produc�on  or                  
phase-out   the   Tar   Sands.   Quotes   may   be   from   a   �tle,   ar�cle   content,   or   quoted   from   an   interviewed   actor.     
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News   
Channel     

Quote     

CBC   
News   

Regarding   the   emissions   reduc�ons   projects   funded   by   the   Alberta   Energy   Regulator:     
  

“The  province  says  the  11  projects  are  an�cipated  to  eliminate  more  than  5.3  million  tonnes  of                  
CO2   by   2030   -   the   equivalent   of   bringing   more   than   1300   wind   turbines   online”   (CBC   News,   2019 a ).    

Canadian   Minister   of   Natural   Resources   in   a   release:     
  

“Accelera�ng  clean  technology  development  is  a  key  component  of  our  government’s  approach  to               
promo�ng  sustainable  economic  growth  as  Canada  moves  toward  a  low-carbon  economy”  (CBC              
News,   2019 b )     

  
Further  legi�ma�ng  the  use  of  technology  for  GHG  emissions  reduc�ons  when  referring  to  the                
president  of  the  largest  heavy  crude  oil  companies  in  Canada,  “Canadian  Natural”  (Canadian               
Natural,   2021):     

  
“...Tim  McKay  says  the  company  is  commi�ed  to  using  new  technology  to  reduce  [GHG]  emissions.”                 
(CBC   News,   2019 b )     

  
Quo�ng  Tim  McKay:  “In  fact,  Canadian  Natural’s  Horizon  Oil  Sands  opera�ons  has  reduced  our  GHG                 
intensity  by  31  percent  from  2012  to  2017.  At  today’s  produc�on  levels,  that’s  equivalent  to  taking                 
665   000   cars   off   the   road”   (CBC   News,   2019 b ).     

Reporter   explaining   Federal   Finance   Minister   Bill   Morneau   statement   on   Keystone:     
  

“Morneau  has  es�mated  the  federal  government  will  receive  up  to  $500  million  per  year  over  the                  
first  10  years  of  the  pipeline  being  in  opera�on.  The  money  would  be  invested  into  developing                  
green   technologies”   (Anderson,   2019 a ).     

Reporter   quo�ng   Premier   Scheer:     
  

“The  Alberta  government  is  spending  $750  million  from  its  Technology  Innova�on  and  Emissions               
Reduc�on  (TIER)  fund  to  support  projects  that  help  industries  reduce  their  carbon  emissions.  TIER                
is  Alberta’s  answer  to  the  carbon  tax.  It’s  funded  by  large  industrial  facili�es,  which  account  for                  
about   65   percent   of   Alberta’s   carbon   emissions,   according   to   the   province”   (CBC   News,   2020 a ).     

Global   
News     

Quo�ng  Calgary  Chamber  of  Commerce  CEO  Sandip  Lalli,  in  response  to  the  impacts  of  COVID-19                 
causing   decline   of   oil   price   in   Tar   Sands:   

  
“This  is  really  an  opportunity  for  us  with  our  base  industries  like  ...oil  and  gas….  to  really  embrace                    
innova�on   as   a   form   of   revenue   for   the   government”   (MacVicar,   2020).     

  
“Innova�on   is   the   way   we   make   markets   globally”   (MacVicar,   2020).     

News   reporter   posi�vely   portraying   Canadian   Natural   Resources   Ltd.   efforts:     
  

“Fellow  oilsands  producer  Canadian  Natural  Resources  Ltd.  has  also  pledged  to  work  toward  a                
zero-emissions  target  without  giving  a  specific  date,  using  technology  to  improve  efficiency  and               
through   its   carbon   capture   and   storage   opera�ons”   (Healing,   2020 a ).   
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Portraying   posi�ve   climate   impact   through   carbon   offsets/credits   and   net   zero   goals:     
  

“TC  Energy  Corp  has  announced  a  plan  for  its  Keystone  XL  project  to  achieve  net  zero  emissions                   
when  it  is  placed  into  service,  even  as  the  future  of  the  pipeline  expansion  appeared  in  doubt”  (The                    
Canadian   Press,   2021 a ).   

  
“However  TC  Energy  said  late  Sunday  that  it  has  a  plan  to  eliminate  the  impact  of  [GHG]  emissions                    
from   Keystone   XL’s   opera�ons”   (The   Canadian   Press,   2021 a ).   

  
“The  company  said  net  zero  emissions  will  be  achieved  when  the  pipeline  is  placed  into  service  in                   
2023  by  buying  renewable  energy  from  electricity  providers,  and  if  it  is  not  available  it  will                  
purchase   renewable   energy   credits   or   carbon   offsets”   (The   Canadian   Press,   2021 a ).     

CTV   
News     

Reporter   referring   to   the   Fron�er   project   debate   prior   to   its   withdrawal:     
  

“[Alberta  Premier  Jason  Kenney]  also  touted  ‘cu�ng-edge  technology’  that  would  allow  the              
Vancouver-based  mine  to  produce  oil  with  half  the  carbon  emissions  of  an  average  barrel  produced                 
in   North   America”   (The   Canadian   Press,   2020 a )     

Reporter  referring  to  a  Cenovus  Energy  Inc.  (oil  company)  spokesperson  on  their  emissions               
reduc�ons   technology:     

  
“Fellow  oilsands  producer  Cenovus  Energy  Inc.  has  cut  its  capital  spending  plan  for  2020  by  32                  
percent  and,  although  the  details  haven’t  all  been  worked  out…[Cenovus  Energy  Inc.]  remains               
commi�ed  to  its  target  of  net  zero  GHG  emissions  by  2050  and  a  30  percent  reduc�on  in  carbon                    
intensity   per   barrel   by   2030.”   (The   Canadian   Press,   2020 b )     

“The  Chevron  [Tar  Sands  company]  boss  pointed  specifically  to  expansions  into  cleaner  alterna�ves               
such   as   green   hydrogen,   renewable   natural   gas   and   carbon   capture   and   storage”   (Egan,   2020 a )   

  
The   ar�cle   finished   with:     

  
“The  ques�on  is  which,  if  any,  of  these  bets  turns  into  a  major  moneymaker  for  Chevron.  And                   
whether   the   company   finds   an   answer   to   that   ques�on   before   it’s   too   late”   (Egan,   2020 a ).   



  

Table  4.  Some  addi�onal  examples  where  the  mainstream  news  media  reinforces  the  fossil  fuel  hegemony  by                  
posi�vely  represen�ng  the  oil  industry  and  its  supporters  as  being  environmentally  ‘responsible’.  Quotes  may                
be   from   a   �tle,   ar�cle   content,   or   quoted   from   an   interviewed   actor.     
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News   
Channel     

Quote     

CBC   
News   

“Big  interna�onal  oil  players  are  also  developing  strategies  for  the  energy  transi�on.  Royal  Dutch                
Shell,  for  example,  has  plans  to  move  into  the  electrical  power  sector  and  renewable  energy”                 
(Seskus,   2020 a ).     

  A   Husky   (Tar   Sands   company)   senior   staff   on   climate   change:     
  

“It’s  important  that  we  move  and  that  we  show  leadership,  but  it’s  also  important  that  the  en�re                   
Canadian  industry  shows  leadership  because  we’re  out  in  a  world  where  we  are  figh�ng  for  capital,                  
and  we  need  to  show  the  world  that  we  know  how  to  manage  these  risks  -  not  just  as  Husky,  but  as                        
an   industry”   (Bakx,   2020 a )   

Quo�ng  an  ‘expert’,  Federal  Natural  Resources  Minister  Seamus  O’Regan,  in  reference  to  the               
Keystone   XL   pipeline:     

  
“Canadian  oil  is  produced  under  strong  environmental  and  climate  policy  frameworks…”  (CBC              
News,   2021 b )     

Global   
News     

“Oilsands  producer  Cenovus  Energy  Inc.  said  Thursday  it  will  aim  to  achieve  ‘net  zero’  [GHG]                 
emissions  by  2050,  joining  a  recent  cavalcade  of  oil  companies  trumpe�ng  their  environmental               
aspira�ons.  The  calgary-based  firm  also  announced  it  intends  to  reduce  its  emissions  per  barrel  by                 
30   percent   by   2030,   while   keeping   flat   its   total   emissions”   (Healing,   2020 a ).   

  
Legi�ma�ng   produc�on   of   the   oil   company   Cenovus:    

  
“Financial  analysts  welcomed  the  plan,  which  they  said  add  to  Cenovus’  reputa�on  as  one  of  the                  
lowest   GHG   intensity   producers   in   the   oilsands”    (Healing,   2020 a ).   

  

Reporter   quo�ng   a   statement   by   Alberta   Energy   Minister   Sonya   Savage:   
  

“Nowhere  in  the  world  is  an  industry  more  focused  on  reducing  emissions  -  through  improved                 
environmental  performance  and  technological  innova�on  -  than  here  in  the  Canadian  oil  sands,              
where  we  are  confident  post-pandemic  energy  demand  will  be  met  for  decades  to  come”  (Healing,                 
2020 b ).   

  
“According  to  the  Bank  of  Montreal,  last  year  Canada  ranked  second  among  the  world’s  major  oil                  
producing  countries  on  our  combined  ESG  standards.  The  Dominion  Bond  Ra�ng  Service  noted  this                
spring  that  we  rank  first  globally  on  environmental  standards,  and  that  our  oil  and  gas  sector                  
accounts  for  about  three-quarters  of  the  $1.4  billion  Canadian  companies  spend  annually  on  clean                
technology   investments”   (Healing,   2020 b ).   

Another  ar�cle  discussing  the  Fron�er  project  cancella�on,  a�emp�ng  to  legi�mize  produc�on  as              
sustainable.   Reporter   quo�ng   a   ‘call   readout’:     

  
“Both  the  Prime  Minister  and  the  Premier  agreed  on  the  importance  of  Canada’s  natural  resource                 
sector  to  our  economy.  They  discussed  their  commitment  to  developing  our  natural  resources               
sustainably   and   crea�ng   jobs”   (Stephenson,   Shah,   Bartko,   &   Bench,   2020 a )     

CTV   
News     

Alberta   Premier   Jason   Kenney   discussing   Teck   Resources   Ltd   as:     
  

“One  of  the  most  progresssive  mining  companies  in  the  world”  (The  Canadian  Press,  2020 a ),  when                 



  

  
  

Table  5.  Some  addi�onal  examples  where  the  mainstream  news  media  reinforces  the  fossil  fuel  hegemony  by                  
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referring   to   Teck’s   net-zero   carbon   proposal   by   2050.    
  

Later,   a   spokesperson   said:   
  

“Lower  carbon  oil  from  Fron�er  would  replace  higher  carbon  sources  and  contribute  to  reducing                
global   emissions”   (The   Canadian   Press,   2020 a ).     

News   
Channel     

Quote     

CBC   
News   

Ques�oning  whether  Teck  Fron�er  contradicts  climate  ac�on  is  not  discussed:  “Could  Teck  Fron�er               
be   pushed   further   to   achieve   something   closer   to   net-zero   emissions   by   2050?”   (Wherry,   2020 a )   

  
“Amarjeet  Sohi,  the  former  federal  minister  of  natural  resources,  recently  suggested  that  Teck               
Fron�er’s  approval  should  be  linked  to  a  legislated  limit  on  oilsands  emissions  and  a  plan  from                  
Alberta   to   help   Canada   get   to   net-zero   by   2050”   (Wherry,   2020 a ).     

The   MNM   uses   ‘pledge’,   a   rather   philanthropic   term   to   show   the   oil   companies’   ‘commitments’:     
  

“Companies  such  as  Cenovus,  Canadian  Natural  Resources  and  Enbridge  have  pledged  to  get  to                
net-zero   emissions   by   2050”   (Sesukus,   2020 a ).     

Global   
News     

The  news  discusses  how  the  ECCC  Minister  needs  to  figure  out  how  to  ‘fit’  the  proposed  oil  project                    
by   Teck   Resources   into   ‘achieving’   net-zero   emissions:     

  
“Wilkinson  says  O�awa  must  assess  how  Fron�er  fits  into  the  government’s  promise  to  achieve                
net-zero  emissions  by  2050.  ‘That  is  something  that  we  will  have  to  be  discussing  and  wrestling                  
with  as  we  make  a  decision  on  way  or  the  other’  Wilkinson  said  Tuesday  a�er  announcing  up  to                    
$8.5  million  in  energy  efficiency  funding  for  the  University  of  Calgary.  ‘That  is  a  target  that  is  not                    
informed   by   poli�cs.   It’s   informed   by   science’”   (The   Canadian   Press,   2019 b )     

CTV   
News     

The  mainstream  news  media  posi�vely  portrays  the  oil  company’s  ‘commitment’  to  climate              
change:   

  
“Cenovus  remains  commi�ed…Fellow  oilsands  producer  Cenovus  Energy  Inc.  has  cut  its  capacity  by               
32  percent  and,  although  the  details  haven’t  all  been  worked  out,  spokesperson  Sonja  Franklin  said                 
it  remains  commi�ed  to  its  target  of  net-zero  GHG  emissions  by  2050  and  a  30  percent  reduc�on  in                    
carbon   intensity   per   barrel   by   2030”   (The   Canadian   Press,   2020 b )   

From   the   throne   speech:     
  

“The  government  said  it  will  ‘support  (the)  manufacturing,  natural  resource  and  energy  sectors  as                
they  work  to  transform  to  meet  a  net  zero  future,  crea�ng  good  paying  and  long-las�ng  jobs”  (The                   
Canadian   Press,   2020 d )     




