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“Must it necessarily be a differentiation which takes the form of opposition, of

drawing a hard boundary between “us” and “them”, in other words the

geography of rejection? Or might it be a differentiation which is less oppositional,

which recognizes a degree of porosity of those boundaries, which recognizes that

identities are in process and that within any bounded unity there will always be

difference?"

- a fictional citation generated by ChatGPT (2023) wrongfully

accredited to Doreen Massey (2013)
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Abstract

This thesis explores how the German right-wing political party AfD constructs a
national identity in their political discourse around refugees, migrants, and
foreigners. The rise of refugees and migrants worldwide has led to a renewed
focus on the concepts of nation-states and national identity in defining who does
and does not belong. Germany, which has taken on close to a million refugees
from the MENA region during the years 2015-2016 and a similar number of
Ukrainian refugees since the start of the war in 2022, has seen an increased
interest in national identity in the political discourse. The first influx of refugees
in 2015 led to the rise of the AfD, which has played a predominant role in shaping
the political discourse around national identity and belonging. A critical discourse
analytical lens is used as the theoretical and analytical framework from which a
directed content analysis is carried out to identify which categories are used to
define the German national identity, the Self, against the identity of the refugee,
migrant, foreigner, the Other. The data that is analyzed with the program NVivo,
are 30 speeches from the AfD in the Bundestag, 3 election posters and their party
program. The findings show that the main categories used in defining the Other
are a division into real and unreal Others, religion, criminality, terrorism and the
use of metaphors and whataboutism used mainly to justify the categorization that
the AfD undertakes. The main categories present in definitions of the Self are the
welfare system, citizenship, territories and borders, a collective culture
(Leitkultur), and the concept of Heimat. This thesis concludes that focusing on the
Other is equally important when understanding the Self. Furthermore, it stresses
the importance of acknowledging the naturalization of categories in the
construction of national identity and the consequences for those that are othered.
The rise of the AfD and its role in influencing the construction of a German
national identity, highlights the importance of further research on how political
parties construct a national identity and how this impacts both those that are in-
and excluded from understandings of national identity.
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1. Introduction

The world is currently divided into 195 countries and/or nation-states with only a

few people living outside of their boundaries (One World Nations Online, 2017).

For most of modern history, this same world was divided into empires, religious

communities and dynastic realms (Anderson, 1983). It was not until the

eighteenth century that the nation became such a significant marker of identity in

Western Europe and North America (Knight, 1982). With the nation(-state) as the

main unit of partitioning, the division of the world today is a political one, which

is flawed from a cultural perspective, although culture is often used as a reason to

show the difference between nations (De Cillia et al., 1999; Knight, 1982;

Penrose, 2002).

Germany, as the nation-state with the current borders that it has today (2023), has

only existed since 1990. Since the first mention of a German nation (Deutsche

Nation) in the 15th century, Germany has included land that is inter alia now

known as Poland, the Czech Republic, Austria, France, Belgium, Luxembourg,

Lichtenstein (Tompkins, 2019). After the German Empire (Deutsches Reich)

ended after the end of World War II in 1949, the Federal Republic of Germany

(BRD) was established. After the Berlin Wall fell and the BRD (Federal Republic

of Germany) and DDR (German Democratic Republic) were united into the

Federal Republic of Germany again, Germany existed with the borders that we

know today (ibid.).

This brief historical overview shows how borders are historically contingent and

change over time. However, the borders of today's nation-states, and those living

within the borders as part of the nation-states population, are constructed and seen

as stable, cohesive entities through many different aspects of social and discursive

life, such as history and geography curricula in education, the media and political

discourse (Ortega-Sánchez et al., 2020; Sautereau & Faas, 2022; Segrott, 2001).

This has serious consequences for the lives of many, specifically for those who are

categorized as not belonging within the borders of said nation-state (Greenfeld &

Prevelakis, 2010; Houtum, 2021; Näre et al., 2022; Newman & Paasi, 1998; Van

1



Houtum & Van Naerssen, 2002). The current nationalistic perspective on borders

has resulted in prioritizing the desires of the nation-state that is contained within

those borders over the rights of those living outside of the borders (McCorkle,

2020). The sovereign right of the nation-state lies unquestioned and gets

prioritized over human rights, such as the right to life, liberty and security,

equality before the law, not to be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention and to

seek and enjoy asylum to name but a few (United Nations, 1948).

Dividing the world into nation-states has resulted in a strong division between

those who belong within a nation-state, the Self, and those who do not belong,

namely the Other. This process is called Othering, a concept that describes the

multidimensional process of different aspects of social differentiation in

constructing an understanding of one's own identity (the Self) (Spivak, 1985).

Multiple countries in Europe, such as Sweden, Germany and Italy are currently

seeing a strong increase in xenophobia1 towards the Other, namely the foreigner,

refugee or migrant (McCorkle, 2020; Näre et al., 2022). In the European context,

the rising number of refugees from the MENA (Middle East and Northern Africa)

region in 2015 and the following years, resulting in just under 1 million refugees

seeking asylum in Germany, had a significant impact on the reactive attitudes of

those living within the borders of nation-states in Europe (McCorkle, 2020). The

increased importance of the politics of nation-states in dealing with the influx of

migrants, rather than overarching European politics, has led to the reinforcement

of both the external borders of the European Union and the borders of the

nation-states (Pallagst et al., 2018).

Although Germany’s treatment of the refugees is internationally known as

Willkommenskultur (welcoming culture), the refugees from the MENA region

sparked a heated social and political debate in Germany and even led to the rise of

the far-right, populist party AfD (Alternative for Germany), which entered the

Bundestag in 2017 (Bpb, 2020). Studies on the general public in Germany in 2018

on their opinion on refugees and migrants showed that 44% of Germans were in

1“Xenophobia is the strong and unreasonable dislike or fear of people from other countries.”
(Collins Dictionary, n.d.) It can also be defined as hatred towards anything foreign or strange.
Synonyms include racism, nationalism, bigotry and isolationism (ibid.).
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favor of a complete ban on migration, which the AfD made their main political

agenda, as can be seen in their speeches, election posters and party program2

(McCorkle, 2020).

This stands in stark contrast to the public and political opinion on the significant

and sudden rise in refugees from Ukraine after Russia's attack, which began in

February 2022. Germany, like other European countries, opened their borders to

Ukrainian refugees, with 1.056.416 (February 2023) Ukrainians seeking refuge in

Germany (Mediendienst Integration, 2023). Surveys show that directly after the

war started, 90% of the population in Germany was in favor of admitting all

Ukrainian refugees into the country, with opinions from the AfD mirroring this

view, by saying “all-round support to the Ukrainians is unquestionable”

(Deutscher Bundestag, 2022a; DW, 2022a). This shows a significant difference in

the attitudes towards the refugees from the MENA region and refugees from

Ukraine, although both are located outside the borders of the nation-state.

All across Europe, racist, sexist and Islamophobic explanations have been used to

explain how Ukrainian refugees are more deserving of receiving asylum and

refuge than refugees from the MENA region (Näre et al., 2022). The German

political space has created multiple categories of refugees, with some being more

deserving of help than others through using multiple categories such as culture

and faith to distinguish between those who belong and those who do not

(Brookings, 2022; DW, 2022a; Harvard International Review 2022). The

construction of the Self (the national identity) and the Other (the refugee, migrant,

foreigner), is an inherently violent process, which has far-reaching consequences

for those that have been othered. For example, the increasing securitization of the

bordering processes has led to increasingly unsafe routes of refugees, migrants

and foreigners trying to cross the border with over 5000 reported deaths along

migration routes, just since 2021 (IOM, 2022).

While the categorization of the Other is commonly brought up in the political

discourse, the categorization of the Self is much less frequently questioned, which

2 The party program (Grundsatzprogramm or Parteiprogramm) is a political document and contains
the basic demands, goals and values of a political party.
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is why this thesis will concern itself with the construction of the national identity

of Germany in relation to the construction of the Other (Brookings, 2022; DW,

2022a; Harvard International Review 2022).

1.1 Research Question & Research Aim

My aim is to examine how the right-wing political discourse on refugees,

migrants and foreigners in Germany constructs the idea of a common national

identity. The construction of the national identity of Germany will be studied

through the construction of those that are categorized as not belonging.

The overall goal is to problematize how national identity is not a stable entity but

discursively constructed and naturalized. The research questions that will lead this

thesis are:

- What kind of categories are used to construct and justify the common

national identity and how are they naturalized in documents and speeches

on migrants, refugees and foreigners?

- What role does the construction of the Other play in the construction of

national identity?

This thesis investigates the complexities of political discourse and the

aforementioned questions through the case study of the right-wing party AfD,

which became a part of the German parliament because of their strong opinions

and arguments on who is defined as a part of Germany and who is excluded from

their definition of a German national identity.

1.2 Background

In this section I will provide the geographical and political context of the events

that led to the increase of migrants and refugees from the MENA region and

Ukraine to Germany and the political response to these events.

The period internationally known as the long summer of refugees describes an

influx of refugees in 2015 and the following years because of wars and terrorist

insurgencies in their home countries. These refugees came from Syria, other

countries of the MENA region and Afghanistan, Nigeria, Pakistan and Eritrea
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(BAMF, 2015). Around 1,2 million first-time asylum applications were registered

within the EU in 2015 and around 1,2 million for the year 2016 (Eurostat, 2022).

During the same time frame, 890.000 were registered as first-time asylum seekers

in Germany, making it one of the countries to take on the most refugees in the EU

(BAMF, 2015).

The aforementioned Willkommenskultur in Germany was not shared by all and

had considerable effects on Germany’s political climate (Kösemen & Wieland,

2022). Germany saw a rise in xenophobic attitudes and crimes committed against

people who speak other languages than German, are of Muslim faith or non-white

(Spiegel Online, 2021; Süddeutsche Zeitung, 2018). The political party AfD,

which was founded out of protest against the Euro rescue policy, used the

increasing xenophobic attitudes to its advantage. After their foundation in 2013,

narrowly missing the 5% hurdle of entering the Bundestag, they grew

significantly to 12,6% in the next vote in 2017, thus entering the Bundestag

(Deutscher Bundestag, 2022b). There is a correlation between an increase in

xenophobia during and after the years 2015-16 and the increase in votes of the

right-wing party AfD, supported by statistics that show that every second voter of

the AfD is xenophobic (Lachmann, 2014). The AfD is the only far-right and most

controversial party in the Bundestag and has been under investigation by the

official protection of the constitution for being unconstitutional since March 2022

(Bpb, 2022).

Russia’s attack on Ukraine led to the biggest increase in migrants and refugees

from outside of the EU to Germany since 2015-16, with over 1 million Ukrainians

seeking refuge in Germany (Mediendienst Integration, 2023). Although the

amount of refugees is similar to those in 2015-16, the political debate has been

significantly different compared to the welcome that was extended to those from

the MENA region, going so far as to change legislation and allowing refugees

from Ukraine to enter Germany legally without a visa and without the need to

officially apply for asylum (DW, 2022b). Although the AfD has been known to be

Russia-affiliated, even stating a need to better the relationship with Russia in their
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party program, they still support the efforts being made to simplify immigration

and asylum processes for those fleeing the war in Ukraine (AfD, 2021).

The categorization of refugees and migrants as being differently deserving of

getting granted asylum has far-reaching consequences. From push-backs along the

external land borders of the EU to deaths in the Mediterranean Sea because of a

lack of maritime support, to the burning down of refugee housing; the effects of

the discourse around who does and does not belong are manifold

(Deutschlandfunk, 2015; Radjenovic 2021; UNO, 2022). In no small part do

political parties influence these xenophobic actions by claiming the naturalization

of the categories of those that do and do not belong, thus fueling an already

sensitive discourse around the identities of nationalities (Riecker, 2006).

1.3 Disposition

I begin by reviewing existing literature that investigates the construction of

national identities, analyzing different times, scales and fields, and show the

contextual setting for my research project. The next section presents the

conceptual framework, starting off with Discourse Theory, then presenting

Critical Discourse Analysis as a more specific theory and as the starting point for

my methodology. Thirdly, I define the most important concepts necessary to

define national identity in the theory and analysis.

The methodology starts with explaining the relational contingent ontological lens

and feminist poststructuralism and social constructivism as the epistemological

base. Additionally, I reflect on my positionality as a researcher and German

citizen. I then provide a detailed explanation of the data collection. Lastly, I

explain the use of directed content analysis with the software NVivo as my chosen

method of analysis.

The findings of the content analysis make up the next chapter, divided into two

main sections, namely the Other and the Self. Finally, I summarize and discuss the

answers to the research questions, show the limitations and conclude by

suggesting further explorations on research on the construction of national

identities in relation to Others.
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2. Literature Review

Research on national identity is being done in multiple different geographic

locations of the world, with a clear focus on countries within Europe. Such as

Bond (2006) who focuses on the Scottish context while trying to answer questions

of belonging and exclusion in regards to national identity, Greenfeld & Prevelakis

(2010) address the Greek context of nationalism and Lepsius & Campbell (1985)

look at the construction of ingroups and outgroups in the German context. Close

in geographic proximity and methodological approach is Caballero Mengibar

(2015), who shows how discursive representations of immigrants in Spain have

constructed a Spanish national identity. As Lepsuis & Campbell (1985) show,

Germany is an especially interesting space for analyzing the construction of

national identity because of its history with nationalism and the frequent

rearrangement of its borders: there is hardly another nation in Europe that has

seen as many changes of its borders, which provides fruitful ground to research

the construction of national identity. Important contributions to the field of

nationalism in the German context are manifold due to Germany's history with

nationalist thought, focusing mostly on the national socialism in Germany before

and during WWII (see Blank & Schmidt, 2003; Langewiesche 2000; Lepsius,

1990; Lepsius & Campbell, 1985; Zimmermann, 2003).

Since the formation of the EU as a new form of collective identity, national

identity research has broadened beyond the nation-state, including supranational

political units, such as the EU. These studies concern themselves with the new

supra-national identity of those living within the borders of the EU and the

transformation of national identity as a result of this. Spohn & Triandafyllidou

(2003) focus on changes in collective identities resulting from the formation of

the EU, specifically the Eastern enlargement of the EU. Meanwhile, Paasi (2001)

analyzes how different narratives on European identities have informed different

understandings of spatiality and how migrants and refugees have called the

narratives of nationally bounded cultures into question. Additionally, there is also

Carta & Wodak (2015) whose work revolves around the role of foreign policy
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discourses in the construction of EU identities and Robyn (2000), who

concentrates on methodological aspects of understanding national identity

formation in the new European context.

Besides the geographic location, there are other factors that change the scope of

research on national identity, like putting the focus on the concept of national

identity, such as Anderson (1983) who coined the definition of nations as

imagined communities or Parekh (1995) who argues for a redefinition of national

identity and De Cillia et al. (1999) who hone in on how discursive and linguistic

strategies have been used to construct sameness within and difference to other

nations in the Austrian context. Their research will be used to build the theoretical

framework of this thesis. Additionally, the historical component of national

identity plays an important role in research. Greenfield & Prevelakis (2010) show

the important element of history in the formation of different types of

nationalisms and identities.

Since national identities are not constructed just within the political discourse but

multifaceted, research on national identity concerns itself with many different

areas of social and discursive life. For example, Sautereau & Faas (2022) look at

the construction of national identity within education, turning to the history,

geography and civic education curricula in France and Ireland, while

Ortega-Sánchez et al. (2020) focus on the relationship between emotion and

national identity by looking at historical education. Meanwhile, Segrott (2001)

focuses on how language influences the construction of national identities of

diasporic communities. Newman & Paasi (1998) show the role of boundary

narratives in constructing national identities. Folkestad (2002) looks at the

correlation between music and national identity formation and Yuval-Davis &

Stoetzler (2002) use a gendered gaze to analyze how borders and boundaries

construct identities.

Furthermore, some research on national identity focuses on different aspects of

identity formation, such as Somers (1994), who concentrates on the role of

narratives in understanding national identity and agency, or Knight (1982) who

analyzes the interplay between territory and national identity and questions the
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right of territoriality based identities in separating political and territorial

independence. Similar to this thesis, there is a multiplicity of research that

concerns itself with the interplay of discourse and national identity (see Collins

& Jones, 2006; De Cillia et al., 1999; Paasi, 1999, 2001). Important to this thesis

is the role of political discourse in identity formation, which Skilling (2010) has

looked at in the geographic context of New Zealand, Leith (2012) has focused on

in Scotland, Hjelm (2014) has looked at Finland and Malinova (2012) shows the

Russian context.

Due to the interdisciplinary aspect of identity research, there is also amultiplicity

of methods being used to study the concept of identity, such as Ainsworth &

Hardy (2004) who show how CDA and other forms of discourse analysis have

contributed to the field of identity studies and Robyn (2000) who uses the Q

methodology and applies traditional statistical methods to examine European

identities.

Important to this thesis specifically, is the research that has been done on national

identity, which focuses on the Other, such as Triandafyllidou (1998) who has had

a significant impact on conceptualizing the oftentimes implicit assumption of an

Other in research on nationalism and national identity. However, it is still the case

that much research pays attention solely to national identity, without the Other,

which is where this thesis will make a contribution through focusing on the Other

while at the same time building on previous research on the concepts of national

identity.

Overall these articles and books show the importance of interdisciplinary research

efforts in both theory, methodology and geographical context in understanding the

construction of the complex category of national identity. Research on national

identity can have different foci, analyzing different aspects of life ranging from

political discourse, to educational curricula and historical groundings. Research

can be done on different geographical contexts and scales by turning to different

nations, nation-states and supranational communities, or abstractly focus on the

conceptualizations of the concepts of nation, nationalism and identity. Due to this

manifold of different combinations of geographical context, scale, level of
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abstraction and method of analysis, there is much research yet to be done to

answer questions on national identity. This thesis will provide a small contribution

to this interdisciplinary field by showing how the German right-wing political

discourse on Others constructs a German national identity, by building on

previous research and concepts and providing new insights through the data

analysis.

3. Conceptual Framework

The overarching theory that is used is Discourse Theory (DT), leaning on

Foucault's (1969) understanding of discourse and power/knowledge and Critical

Discourse Analysis (CDA) as a theoretical and analytical framework. Since this

thesis is written at the intersection of Gender Studies and Geography, the use of

concepts will also be intersectional, meaning there will be multiple concepts used

to explain the phenomena expressed. These will aid in giving definitions to the

main categories used to define the context of this research. The following

flowchart shows how the theories and concepts used relate to each other. DT and

CDA provide the conceptual framework for understanding the construction of

national identity. There are multiple concepts that need to be defined to be able to

understand the construction of the Self, such as the nation, the state, and the

nation-state, and borders and bordering processes and territory and territoriality

processes. The construction of national identity, and thus the Self is related to the

construction of the Other through Othering processes, for which culture and

religion play a predominant role. These theories and concepts will be explained in

detail in the next sections of the conceptual framework, starting from the broadest

category of DT, moving to CDA and important concepts for the definition of

national identity and to othering processes, before finally defining national

identity fully.

10



Figure 1

Conceptual framework

3.1 Discourse Theory

I use Foucault's understanding of discourse and power, the expansions of

dominant and hegemonic discourses by Laclau and Mouffe and Butler's

understandings of discourse, power, and identity as the framework for defining

discourse (Butler, 2011; Foucault, 1969; Laclau & Mouffe, 1985).

DT is understood to be concerned with the ways in which meaning is constructed

and maintained through language and other forms of communication, such as

non-verbal gestures or pictures (Ainsworth & Hardy, 2004). One of the most

important contributions of Foucault (1969) to discourse theories is the recognition

of power and control inherent in discourse. Foucault (1969) understands

discourses to be shaped by knowledge, which represents a tool of power and

control used by dominant groups to marginalize other groups of people. Discourse

plays a key role in shaping our beliefs and values, including our sense of identity.

Discourses surrounding the nation, nation-states, and national identities are able to

construct and reinforce particular categorizations of who does and does not

belong, and what it means to be a member of a nation (Paasi, 1999). It is essential
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to use Foucauldian DT to show the dynamics behind the production of discourse

regarding marginalized groups, such as migrants, refugees and foreigners (MRF3).

In regards to national identity, the power that plays an important role here is how

certain discourses around those that do and do not belong to the nation lead to the

exclusion of the marginalized groups and reinforce what it means to be a member

of that particular nation.

Laclau and Mouffe (1985) have built on Foucault's DT and recognized that

discourse is always a site of struggle of which discourse will become the

hegemonic4 discourse and shape the naturalization of categories. They argue that

discourses are not fixed, but subject to constant negotiation and contestation.

Here, different discourses compete for dominance in society with the dominant

discourse becoming hegemonic and preventing alternative discourses to gain

traction, in effect reinforcing the power of the dominant group. Through this, they

show that discourses are not static but dynamic, contested and highly

contextualized in specific geographic spaces and times (Laclau & Mouffe, 1985).

In the context of this thesis, I use the concepts of hegemonic discourses to ask

how different actors, such as politicians, engage in the struggles of what it means

to be a member of a particular nation and how that nation is defined through

different categories, such as a shared language, culture, common values, and

norms.

Butler (2011) contributes to Foucault's DT by focusing on the dialectical

relationship between power, language, and identity, arguing that identity is never a

fixed category but always contingently produced through language and discourse.

4 Hegemony, according to Laclau and Mouffe (1985) is defined as the process of creating and
maintaining the dominance of specific actors, social groups, or classes over others by making use
of cultural, economic, and political power. It is a struggle between these groups and their
competing values and norms over which group will become the dominant group influencing the
discourse (Laclau & Mouffe, 1985).

3 Throughout this thesis I will use the terms migrants, refugees and foreigners (MRF) together
when referring to those who are classified as Others, without distinguishing between different
forms of movement across borders. A clear distinction between what constitutes a refugee and
what constitutes a migrant and clear subdivisions, such as economic migrant, political migrant,
political refugee, environmental refugee is an inherently violent process, which leads to the
exclusion of people exercising their human right to life, liberty and security (Näre et al., 2022;
Niedrig & Seukwa, 2010). Additionally, the AfD uses the terms foreigners, migrants and refugees
interchangeably depending on the arguments they are making, from which I distance myself by
using the acronym MRF to refer to all those who are defined as Others.
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Although they focus on aspects of gender identity, I apply the same argument to

the category of national identity, building on Butler’s contribution and showing

how national identity, similarly to gender, is produced through discourse.

To conclude, DT provides a nuanced and critical understanding of the power that

is at play when political discourses shape and are shaped by our understanding of

concepts of the nation, nation-state, and most importantly, the national identity.

3.2 Critical Discourse Analysis

Going more into detail, I want to show the contributions of using Critical

Discourse Analysis (CDA) for both a more specific conceptual framework and the

methodological groundings for the methods section.

The main questions, which are continuing to be defining for a CDA approach are

what constitutes language, how discourses and social institutions are continuously

(re)constructing each other, how ideology functions in social institutions and how

people within groups obtain and manage to maintain power (Jørgensen & Phillips,

2002). CDA and other forms of discourse analysis start from the assumption that

language is a significant and inevitable part of social life and always in a

dialectical relationship with the social (Fairclough, 2003). What sets CDA apart

from other discourse-related methods, is the critical perspective from which

different social phenomena are viewed and researched. Through their research,

researchers attempt to show how categories that are taken for granted in everyday

life become naturalized through social processes, then de-familiarize and

de-naturalize them in a further step of the process (Ainsworth & Hardy, 2004).

Similar to DT, CDA builds on Foucault to show how contextually contingent all

claims to truth are and present alternatives to current claims of truth. CDA

assumes that discourses are structured by dominance and are always historically

situated, and legitimated by authorities in power, (re)producing their ideological

beliefs (Wodak & Meyer, 2001). Thus, it is possible for research from a CDA

perspective to analyze both the power from above and resistance to it from below,

without naturalizing the systems and categorizations in place (ibid.). Of

importance to the context of this research is the underlying assumption of CDA
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that discourse produces such power/knowledge relations, which in turn constructs,

shapes and (re)produces subjects' positions and identities in society, that are not

fixed but unstable outcomes of a complex interplay of various discourses

(Ainsworth & Hardy, 2004).

Research from a CDA perspective is done through the analysis of text, which

refers to any written form of language and spoken language itself and can include

visual images and sound effects. In this thesis, text will be the official transcripts

of speeches in the Bundestag, posters and the party program (Wodak & Meyer,

2001). As Fairclough (2003) points out, texts have causal effects, meaning they

can influence changes. A text can change the knowledge that an individual holds,

and can change their attitude and even their values. Going further, texts have the

ability to contribute to changing identities, such as national identities, which is a

main assumption of this thesis (ibid.). As Fairclough (2003) states, although

textual analysis is an essential part of discourse, discourse analysis is not just the

linguistic analysis of texts but also focuses on the structuring of social practices

through the text.

Additionally, those who read and hear the texts are never passive recipients of the

text but are always relationally situated, which ties back to the positionality of

researchers (ibid.). Implications of this will be discussed in Chapter 4.3 in more

detail. CDA assumes that the language it studies does not in itself create power, it

gains it through powerful people making use of it in specific ways, which is why

focusing on the marginalized to analyze how authorities exercise power is so

significant to those using CDA as a research methodology (Wodak & Meyer,

2001).

3.3 Definition of Concepts

There is an inherent exercise of power in defining concepts, as dominant groups

can enable singular definitions of concepts, leading to their naturalization in

different discursive contexts (Laclau & Mouffe, 1985). Due to this, I will define

the concepts that I will be referring to in the analysis of the thesis, show how they

have historically been produced and provide a working definition that goes
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beyond how these concepts are used in everyday life. The following concepts play

an important role in both being able to define national identity, but also in the

analysis and interpretation of how the AfD defines national identity.

3.3.1 Nation

Nations are not stable entities but are constructed through different processes and

represented in the minds of those living within the nation as a sovereign and

limited political unit (De Cillia et al., 1999). As Anderson (1983) stated, to fully

understand the concept of nations properly, one must consider carefully how their

meanings have come to be, how they have changed over time and why the

concept of the nation has such a profound legitimacy today, overruling significant

other factors, even going so far as to justifying human rights violations as a way

of legitimizing the nation.

According to Anderson (1983), the nation is understood as an imagined (political)

community, which does not mean that it does not exist and thus cannot have

real-life consequences. Quite the opposite, the idea of nations can have very

serious and destructive consequences, going from exclusion and discrimination to

death in times of war (De Cillia et al., 1999). Anderson (1983) explains his use of

the word imagined in defining the nation because the members of the community

of the nation will never know all of the other members, yet in their minds, they

understand and imagine them as being a part of one. There exists no true

community, all communities are always imagined and what connects them is the

imagination of a ‘deep, horizontal comradeship’ (ibid.). Specifically, what unites

these groups is the conviction that to each nation, belongs a language, which

entitled those who spoke it, to a place within the nation (ibid.). Because even the

largest communities do not imagine themselves encompassing the entire world,

the nation must always be defined as limited, with clear, determined, finite

boundaries, which separate one nation from others (Anderson, 1983). Germany

first used the concept of the nation to describe its imagined community in the 15th

century. Although the borders, the territory and its members have changed over
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time, the idea of Germany as an imagined community and thus a nation, remains

unchanged (Tompkins, 2019).

State

The borders of the imagined community of the nation are defined and enforced

through the state, which exercises power over the individuals it rules over by

defining who is and is not an individual of that state (Parker & Vaughan-Williams,

2012). According to Knight’s (1982) interpretation, Greer & Orleans (1964) claim

that historically speaking, states can be defined as a “legal and physical entity,

with an effective system of government [...]”, which is the “[...] chief custodian of

overall social order [...]”. Knight (1982) expands this definition to include a more

contemporary approach to the definition of the state by referring to the use of

concepts of land, territory, permanent resident population, government, organized

economy, circulation system, sovereignty and recognition, which serve to divide it

from its external environments, i.e. other states.

From a feminist perspective, today the state is understood as a political entity,

which performs its borders by indicating who is an insider and gets granted access

to markers of citizenship, such as identity cards or social insurance numbers,

which grant individuals access to health care, and who as an outsider, does not get

access (Parker & Vaughan-Williams, 2012). Inclusion and exclusion are often

framed by the state where different discourses reproduce and reinforce otherness

(Van Houtum & Van Naerssen, 2002). Hence, actors of the state, such as

politicians continually exercise power over both those that are a part of the state

and those that are not through the very act of defining who is and is not an

individual of the state.

Territory & Territoriality

The spatial strategy of defining who belongs, which is often deployed at the

geographical scale of nation(states) is called territoriality (Paasi, 1998). As Van

Houtum and Van Naerssen (2002) show, the territorial order gives enough

certainty, comfort, identity and security to be valued over a non-territorial
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ordering of the world. However, research has begun to focus on the territorial

trap, which can be defined as the naturalization of the category of the territory,

which constitutes the nation-state, resulting in a fixed imagination of a world of

nation-states, which is something that I aim to challenge (Paasi, 1998). Passi

(1998) shows how territoriality is never static but a perpetually changing,

discursively constructed phenomenon. As Knight (1982) has said, “[...] territory is

not, it becomes, for territory itself is passive, and it is human beliefs and actions

that give territory meaning.” (Knight, 1982, p. 517).

The territory that is defined as German territory has changed significantly

throughout time, but the idea of Germany as a nation remains, thus showing that

conceptions of territoriality change throughout history but the idea of a territory,

which belongs to a nation, remains a central idea of what constitutes national

identity (Paasi, 1998; Tompkins, 2019).

Nation-State

Many countries today, Germany included, are defined as nation-states.

Yuval-Davis (1997) has defined the concept of the nation-state as assuming an

absolute correspondence between the borders of the nation, its territory and the

boundaries of those who live in a specific state. However, this concept is fiction,

as there are always people within that are not considered to be members of the

hegemonic nation and there are members who live in other countries (ibid.). The

effect then is that the hegemony of one collectivity within the nation-state is

naturalized, which constructs some minorities as deviants or Others, and excludes

them from important resources of power, which are exclusively available for the

hegemonic collectivity (ibid.). The concept of the nation-state is therefore deeply

embedded in power relations and processes of Othering.

The concept of sovereignty, which refers to the supreme authority or power within

a defined territory, such as a nation-state, or a different kind of political entity,

plays a significant role in the definition of the nation (Newman & Paasi, 1998;

Paasi 2001). As Anderson (1983) has shown, sovereignty is even necessary for

the imagined community of the nation to exist because it allows the creation and
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enforcement of the cultural practices which sustain the imagining of the nation.

Additionally, it allows the maintenance of the borders of the nation and the

enforcement of the loyalty of those living within those boundaries.

Borders & Bordering

In this thesis, borders are not understood simply as material lines of division but

as being performatively (re-)produced, a process called bordering (Parker &

Vaughan-Williams, 2012). As Anderson et al. (2011) state, borders are an

ideological function of those who discursively produce them. They are productive

and generative, creating power relations of deep inequality between people of

different national statuses (B. Anderson et al., 2011). Because boundaries are

essential in the organization of social and physical space, they are also of vital

importance to nation-building processes (Paasi, 2001). At these imagined borders,

not the physical, material borders, is where different identities, such as the

national identity are produced (B. Anderson et al., 2011). Regarding the

geographical context of this thesis, it is important to note that in the political and

media discourse, the physical borders of Germany, are not necessarily the actual

borders of Germany (i.e. to Poland, Luxemburg, Belgium, Austria, France, the

Netherlands, Denmark, Czechia) but because of the supra-national political and

economic European Union have been outsourced to the external borders of the EU

(Privacy International, 2020). The concept of borders and bordering plays a

significant role in this thesis, as through the speeches of the right-wing politicians

in the Bundestag, they are actively participating in the performative construction

of Germany’s external borders, which in turn then leads to the construction of

different subject identities (Parker & Vaughan-Williams, 2012).

3.3.2 Othering

First introduced by Spivak (1985) Othering describes a multidimensional process,

which touches upon different aspects of social differentiation in constructing and

understanding the Self (Jensen, 2011; Spivak, 1985). Yuval-Davis (1997) shows

how all societies have pools of shared cultural traditions, collective memories and
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a common sense through which the Other gets produced and where it is decided

how it should be handled. These processes of Othering are dynamic and

contradictory and they apply differently to different groups of Others (ibid.). As

Anderson (1983) stated, the imagined communities of the nation transcend

differences of gender and class, among others, however, these same categories

oftentimes become signifiers of otherness (Anderson, 1983; Yuval-Davis, 1997).

There can be different types of Others, depending on the context. In the German

context, an Other might be someone from a new region, with a different religion,

someone who speaks another language, or any combination of these. Any

culturally perceived difference could become the defining category to exclude

some as Others and include some as the Self (Yuval-Davis, 1997).

Religion

One of the commonly mentioned categories for defining the Other in the national

context are religious beliefs (Chaturvedi, 2002) Although many societies are

becoming increasingly secularized in theory, religion still plays an important

factor, even in countries, such as Germany, that are secular (Modood &

Thompson, 2022). Discussions arise out of the debate of which role religion plays

in contemporary society, using arguments of history and identity of the state to

legitimize the dominance of one religion over others. As a consequence those

belonging to a marginalized religion do not get the same benefits as the members

of the dominant religion (Modood & Thompson, 2022; Tope et al., 2017).

Culture

Another category predominantly used to define the Other is the category of

culture. Once established, a cultural identity of a nation is seen as an identity

marker that clearly distinguishes it from other nations with other cultures. The

culture is not perceived as dynamic but as an unerasable identifier of the nation,

resistant to change (Weiguo, 2013). Oftentimes this cultural debate has replaced

the racial definition of the people, by defining them through ethno-cultural

conceptions of citizenship and national identity rather than their race (Caiani &
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della Porta, 2011). Especially in the German context, the ideology of a common

German culture has played an important role in structuring the nation's identity

after the ideas of race and Blut und Boden ideology were rejected after WWII

(Mende, 2011; Pautz, 2005). The debate about whether Germany has a coherent

culture that connects its members, is called the Leitkulturdebatte and is

characterized by ideas of incompatibility of different cultures, with an attempt to

re-establish a German national consciousness after the Holocaust (Pautz, 2005).

3.3.3 National Identity

National identity, like the category of nation(state) is discursively produced,

reproduced, transformed and destructed through language and other symbolic

systems. It is a narrative according to which people tell themselves to give

meaning to the social world that surrounds them (De Cillia et al., 1999). It is a

story about who they are and are not which can reflect senses of belonging to a

specific community, relating to both past, present and future (Yuval-Davis, 1997).

De Cillia et al. (1999) show how this narrative is brought into existence through

various beliefs and convictions which are reinforced by different actors, such as

politicians, intellectuals and other influential people. This is disseminated through

different channels, such as systems of education, mass communication, or even

sporting events.

Following assumptions from a CDA perspective, identities are constructed

through discourses, through which their position within society and to other

groups is defined (Ainsworth & Hardy, 2004). These identities result from

multiple, sometimes contradictory discourses and are never stable. Groups use

these competing discourses to secure an advantage over others, leading to the

conclusion that discourse and power are deeply connected to identity (ibid.).

As the section on Othering has shown, national identities become constructed not

only from within, through defining the features that one has in common with other

fellow nationals, but also from without through differentiating oneself from what

one is not. Thus, national identity only gains meaning through its contrast with

Others and can mean different things in different contexts (Newman & Paasi,
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1998; Triandafyllidou, 1998). Finally, national identity is also a spatial category,

precisely because of the ideas of territory in dividing the Self and the Other, which

all require physical lines of division (Paasi, 2001). Multiple categories, such as

religion and culture play an important part in structuring a nation's identity and

sense of self (Mende, 2011; Modood & Thompson, 2022).

The current political discourse, especially the right-wing discourse of the AfD

does not allow for alternative conceptualizations of the nation-state, the territory

which it encompasses, and the borders which separate it from other nation-states.

Rather all of these categories are naturalized, which leads to the creation of a clear

in-group, the Self, and the out-group of the Other.

4. Methodology

I will begin by showing my ontological and epistemological rooting in feminist

poststructuralism. This section will also showcase my reflections on my

positionality as a researcher and how my standpoint, experiences, and biases

influence the outcomes of this thesis. I will then explain how CDA provides the

methodological framework. Next, is the process of data collection and lastly the

data analysis with NVivo.

4.1 Ontology

The ontological position of this thesis is both relational and contingent. As my

claims of discourse in the previous section on the conceptual framework of the

thesis have shown, I view reality to be socially constructed rather than having a

fixed or objective essence. Building on the theoretical framework of DT and

CDA, a social and relational ontological perspective also allows for the

recognition of a diversity and multiplicity of experiences and is skeptical of a

universal truth (Slife, 2004). Relational ontology recognizes the

interconnectedness of things, which makes this ontological perspective the correct

fit for critiquing that anything in this world has an inherent essence, which is not

shaped by its relation to other things (ibid.). In addition to relational ontology, this

research also looks through the lens of social ontology, questioning how social
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relationships and structures shape the nature of reality (Schatzki, 2003). Overall,

the ontology of this thesis is intertwined with the epistemology, as my

understanding of reality, informs my understanding of knowledge and vice versa.

4.2 Feminist Post-Structural and Social Constructivist

Epistemology

I view myself to be a feminist, poststructural researcher but acknowledge that

while in theory, epistemologies, which are theories of knowledge, are clearly

distinguished one from another, oftentimes different epistemologies are not as

distinct as they are made out to be. For this reason, I will use some of the starting

points of the social constructivist epistemology in addition to a feminist

poststructural perspective, to show how I understand knowledge to be shaped.

Poststructuralism originated out of postmodernist thought through the recognition

of the linguistic/discursive turn. Foucault (1969) has played an important part in

shaping this turn to language, which recognizes the constitutive power of

language and discourse to shape reality (Olssen, 2003). Furthering what the

ontological perspective of social and relational ontology shows, poststructuralism

also rejects the existence of a universal truth and reality, which exists

independently from an observer and instead focuses on how discourses produce

subjects, whose very material form only materializes through the discursive

practices of everyday life (Gavey, 1989). The aim of research from a

poststructural perspective is to show the constitutive and discursive performances

which enable the recognition of the power that categories possess and in effect to

challenge that power by showing that it is discursively produced and not inherent

to the category (Gannon & Davies, 2012). For this thesis, this means that I

understand the use of specific categories in the construction of a German national

identity, as neither natural nor neutral categories which possess power and whose

influence goes beyond just the political discourse and reaches into the lives of

MRFs.

Additionally, poststructuralism offers a highly relevant perspective for this thesis

because of its understanding of constructing subjects according to a separation
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from a constitutive Other (Kehl, 2020). The meaning-making through different

categorizations in discourses strongly depends on differentiation, borders and

boundaries drawn between different categories, which relates to this thesis, as the

national identity is being constructed along different boundaries of belonging.

Finally, feminist poststructuralism focuses on processes of subjectification,

namely how people become subjects through structures of power, such as

language and discourse (Davies & Gannon, 2005; Gavey, 1989).

To conclude, a poststructural feminist perspective allows me to critique the

naturalization of the national identity and the categories of MRFs in documents of

the AfD.

4.3 Positionality

Following Fairclough’s (2003) argument that research done through the lens of

CDA should be explicit about its own positions and commitment, I want to use

this section to acknowledge the biases and ideological commitments that I bring

into this research process. As the epistemological positioning has shown, I do not

believe that there is a single truth, which can be uncovered by research. Following

the Kantian tradition of denying the possibility of ‘pure’ cognition, I argue that

regardless of the methodological approach used for research, there is no

possibility of gaining insight and answering research questions without a priori

knowledge and judgment (Wodak & Meyer, 2001).

Furthermore, as Wodak & Meyer (2001) have shown in their work on the methods

of CDA, researchers conducting an analysis on discourse are never situated

outside and free of the discourse. The analysis will always be based on laws,

norms, values, and rights, which are a historical outcome of the very discourse

that the researcher is researching, meaning that an analysis is never based on truth

and always on a biased interpretation of a discursive process (ibid.). I

acknowledge this limitation of my thesis and as a result, will not generalize the

findings of my case study to a broader context.

As Newman and Paasi (1998) have shown by summarizing important boundary

narratives in political geography, researchers are in a key position of constructing,
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representing and reproducing the narratives around nations, territories, boundaries

and identities. Through continuously providing information in nation-state-based

frameworks researchers play a significant role in the naturalization of the category

of nation-states (Paasi, 1998). For this reason, a significant part of the conceptual

framework was the definition of concepts and categories, which are used in the

speeches of the AfD and thus throughout this thesis, to show that definitions have

histories and are not simply natural, but are created with specific purposes in

mind, which shape specific narratives, which the speakers want to portray.

Finally, I want to acknowledge that being a German citizen, having grown up in

Germany and lived a significant part of my life within it, has shaped my

perspective and knowledge of the German political discourse. In no way, is my

position a neutral one, however, as feminist epistemologies show, there is no way

for researchers within social sciences to make objective truth claims, as they

always bring situated knowledge with them, which influences the outcomes of

their research (Longino & Lennon, 1997). I distance myself from the political

beliefs of the AfD and use the analysis and interpretation of the data to criticize

their claims. Being German and thus not being in the position of an MRF coming

to Germany, gives me both an insider and outsider perspective at the same time. I

acknowledge that through this thesis I will not be able to speak from the

perspective of the MRF, nor will I be able to speak for every person who identifies

as German. This thesis shows only my opinions and my individual analysis of the

highly contextualized political discourse of the AfD.

4.4 Methods

This section will show the methods used in the analysis of the data. The broad

framework is provided by CDA and the specific method used within this

framework is a Directed Content Analysis.

4.4.1 Research Approach & Design

This thesis works within the framework of a case study. The construction of

national identity and the Other will be explored through the case of the German
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political party AfD. Although multiple case studies would allow for a more

comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon, collecting multiple types of

data for a single case study can also yield an in-depth understanding and forgo the

challenges of word limits, which is why one case will be the scope of this thesis

(Heale & Twycross, 2018). Although case studies are usually non-generalizable,

they can provide working hypotheses with which to study larger data sets of

multiple cases (Flyvbjerg, 2006).

For analyzing the discourse on national identity in the right-wing context, CDA,

next to being used as a conceptual framework, will also provide the

methodological framework of the analysis. The discourse, which is at the center

of the research, is the right-wing political discourse on MRF focusing solely on

the AfD. The data through which I am analyzing the discourse are protocols of

speeches by the AfD in the Bundestag, posters of the AfD for the last election

period of the Bundestag in 2021 and the Grundsatzprogramm (party program) of

the AfD, which can be found online through the archives of the Bundestag and the

official website of the AfD. The method of directed content analysis will be

applied to the material to distinguish different concepts used to define the Self and

the Other. This thesis takes on an inductive approach, letting the themes,

categories and concepts emerge from the material (Chambliss & Schutt, 2018).

4.4.2 Critical Discourse Analysis

The aim of this thesis is to understand how the German national identity is

constructed through the construction of the Other, which is excluded from the

Self. In this way, my starting point is a social problem, choosing to analyze those

in authority, who hold power to show the consequence for those who are excluded

(Wodak & Meyer, 2001). Putting the focus on the marginalized to critically

analyze how those in power use language to naturalize their control, is the main

idea of CDA and also the reason why it provides the framework for the analysis

(ibid.).

As Wodak and Meyer (2001) state, CDA can be defined as being fundamentally

concerned with the analysis of the manifestation of power and discrimination in
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language. Its aim is to identify how social inequalities are expressed through

language, following Habermas’ claim that language is always a medium of

domination, which serves to legitimize power relations (ibid.). To clarify, power

does not derive from language, rather language can be used to alter distributions

of power, through grammatical forms and through control of the genre of texts

(ibid.). In this way, CDA is well suited as an analytical framework for this thesis,

since it aims to show the power inherent in the construction of a German national

identity and the effects of Othering on the categorization of refugees, migrants

and foreigners.

Ainsworth and Hardy (2004) use the examples of refugees to show how closely

intertwined identity, power and discourse are and how CDA aids in showing the

connections between these categories. Using a critical discourse analytical

approach, they explain how organizations and institutions have individual

interests in the constructions of refugee identities, and also show how the identity

of the organizations themselves are produced through the discourse that they

enable (ibid.).

However, as Ainsworth and Hardy (2004) show, CDA is not a one-size fits all

approach to understanding how discourses produce identities and vice versa. As

all methodologies and methods, CDA also has its limitations, with the main

critique of CDA being that it challenges and problematizes only powerful

authorities and their truth claims. However, as a social constructivist approach it

should do so also for those discourses which are favored by the critical inquiry

since all truth claims should be viewed as constructions and more room should be

given to adjudicating between them (ibid.).

Additionally, CDA is critiqued for not focusing enough on the material conditions

and institutions which allow for the production of discourses (ibid.). I agree, that

indeed the scope of this thesis does not allow for a closer look at the institutions,

which structure the possibility of different accounts of social reality, although it

would be a necessary addition to fully understand the construction of the national

identity in the German political discourse. Understanding the economic, political

and social circumstances under which discourses are produced, is essential to
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being able to critically interpret different texts (Caballero Mengibar, 2015).

Because the scope of this thesis does not allow for a multi-method approach, the

aforementioned background regarding the discourse on refugees, and the rise of

the AfD, will have to suffice to proceed with using CDA to analyze the

construction of a common national identity and the Other.

The large theoretical framework that comes with CDA does not necessarily fit the

data that is being analyzed, has been another critique of CDA (Wodak & Meyer,

2001). As shown in the conceptual framework of this thesis, I also make use of

multiple theories from different academic fields. However, I argue that being able

to take multiple perspectives into account is a strength rather than a weakness and

can aid in going outside of the boundaries supposed by one academic field and

showing how different theories are not entirely independent from each other, but

should build on each other to show the complex relations of everyday life (ibid.).

Wodak & Meyer (2001) go a step further by stating that the relationships between

language and society are so complex that it is necessary to employ an

interdisciplinary research approach.

Finally, a challenge of CDA is its broad approach which allows for many different

operationalizations of research, thus offering many different possibilities and

perspectives on research on discourse, which at the same time can mean a lack of

guidelines (Caballero Mengibar, 2015). Contrary to popular belief, CDA is not an

exact method for the description of structures but describes the critical attitude

with which the researcher applies explicit methods (Carta & Wodak, 2015), which

is why the specific method of Directed Content Analysis will be applied within

the framework that CDA provides.

4.4.3 Directed Content Analysis

A content analysis is a method used to interpret meaning from the content of text

data, which has been historically used to analyze political speeches in the 19th

century (Elo & Kyngäs, 2008; Hsieh & Shannon, 2005). It can be defined as a

method for the subjective interpretation of the content of a text through the

application of a systematic process of coding which leads to the identification of
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patterns (Hsieh & Shannon, 2005). Content analysis encompasses a breadth of

approaches and is a flexible method. The focus is on the content and contextual

meaning of texts, with attention on the characteristics of language but goes

beyond the counting of words to examine the language, known as quantitative

content analysis (ibid.). Hsieh & Shannon (2005) have identified three distinctive

approaches within qualitative content analysis, namely the conventional, directed

and summative approach. This thesis will apply a directed analysis, which is

generally used to describe a phenomenon, in this case the construction of a

common national identity. Directed Content Analysis is used when previous

research about a phenomenon exists but could benefit from further analysis

(ibid.). Although it is a more deductive approach, being led by previous theories,

directed analysis can be employed with an inductive research design, letting the

categories emerge from the data, allowing the researcher to immerse themselves

within the data without letting preconceived notions lead the research. Because I

am not aiming to just validate previous research, but looking to extend it, I

developed the categories inductively following Mayrings’ model of inductive

category development (Hsieh & Shannon, 2005; Mayring, 2004). This model,

explained in Figure 2, starts from the research question, and follows different

steps of category formulation, leading to the interpretation of results. As the

model shows, this way of working with data is a circular process, where previous

steps inform later ones and vice versa.
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Figure 2

Step model of inductive category development

Note. This model was produced by Mayring in order to show the circular
direction of inductively developing categories. From Mayring, P. (2004).
Qualitative content analysis. A companion to qualitative research, 1(2), 159-176.

Different inferences can be made about the aspects of the communicator, the

situation of the text production, the socio-cultural background of the speaker, or

the effects of the message of the text (Mayring, 2004). Because the focus of this

thesis is the construction of a common national identity, I will analyze the effects

of the messages in regard to how they convey different aspects of national

identity. Although there are no systematic rules for employing a content analysis,

there are some key features that need to be considered.

An important feature is that the analyzed sample of text must be representative of

the context which it aims to explain. The exact details of the data collection for

the texts of this thesis are described in the section on data collection.

4.5 Data collection

The data consists of written protocols of speeches of the AfD in the Bundestag,

the party program and 3 posters, which were published as election material for the
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Bundestag election in 2021. The posters and the party program can be found on

the official website of the AfD. The protocols are accessible through the website

of archives of the Bundestag and the Bundesrat, which is called DIP

(Documentation- and information system of parliamentary materials) and is a

joint information system of the Bundestag and Bundesrat (DIP, 2023). DIP

documents all parliamentary events on printed matter and stenographic reports

(plenary minutes). At the time of writing, the DIP has over 2 million documents,

dating back to 1949, which I narrowed down in multiple steps to 30 documents, as

Figure 3 shows.

First, I filtered the results by only looking at speeches made in the Bundestag.

Examples of documents that were excluded are laws, questions to the

Bundesregierung (federal government), and motions and indexes. Then, I filtered

the results even further by defining the election periods 2017-2021 and 2021-now.

Because the AfD was only voted into the Bundestag in 2017, all search results

earlier would be nominal mentions made by other parties.
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Figure 3

Flowchart of data collection

I then searched for the keyword “AfD”, which yielded 4007 results. Individual

searches for keywords in combination with “AfD”, namely “Migration”

(Migration), “Refugee” (Flüchtling), and “Foreigner“ (Ausländer), resulted in a

further narrowing down of the documents to 124. The search function does not

search for the keywords in the complete text corpus, but only in the titles of the

document, which correspond to the topic which participants in the Bundestag can

comment on, through speeches.

I then used the “Sort by Relevance” option of the website and chose the first 10

results for each of the keyword searches, unless the speeches made were on the

same topic, in which case I skipped a result and chose the next document,

resulting in 30 speeches. The reason for skipping those documents is that I want to

analyze the discourse as broadly as possible (within the frame of this thesis), so I

looked for speeches on as many different topics as possible. The final documents
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resulted in 64 pages of protocolized speech, made by 18 different members of the

AfD.

The party program was collected from the official website of the AfD. Similarly

to the filtering that I did for selecting the speeches made in the Bundestag, I chose

the sections of the party program, which had mentions of refugees, foreigners and

migrants, which resulted in three sections titled Einwanderung, Integration und

Asyl (Immigration, Integration and Asylum), Außen und Sicherheitspolitik

(Foreign and Security Policy) and Kultur, Sprache und Identität (Culture,

Language and Identity). These sections were copied and pasted into a Word

document without making changes to the layout or the content, to import them

into NVivo.

The posters were chosen out of the campaign for the Bundestags elections in

2021, by choosing all of the posters, which related to Germany or the Other.

Additionally, I also regarded mentions of different concepts related to national

identity in these posters, such as, borders, culture and Heimat5. The text played a

more predominant role than the images in both the data collection and analysis.

This resulted in the following three posters being used for the analysis, which

were also uploaded into NVivo. The speeches, the parts of the party program and

the posters together resulted in 36 total files, which were analyzed.

5 A German concept which can be translated as home ore homeland.
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Figure 4 Figure 5 Figure 6

AfD Election Poster #1 AfD Election Poster #2 AfD Election Poster #3

Note. All three of the posters are part of the election campaign for the 2021

Bundestags election from the AfD. From AfD (2021). Unser Programm zur

Bundestagswahl 2021 (11.04.2023). https://www.afd.de/wahlprogramm/6

Speakers

Members of the Bundestag can freely express their own opinions in speeches in

the Bundestag, as the Grundgesetz (Basic Law) Article 38 Section I states: “They

shall be representatives of the whole people, not bound by orders or instructions

and responsible only to their conscience.” The members of the Bundestag are

directly elected by those with voting rights in Germany and are meant to represent

the German people. While there are no individual authors to which the posters and

the party program can be accredited to, the speeches are made by individual

members of the AfD, and will be mentioned by name and referred to as speakers,

party-members or politicians. A list of all the names of the plenary speakers, by

which speeches were analyzed can be found in the appendix under V.I. They will

not remain anonymous, to support the claim that the discourse which this thesis

analyzes, is made by individuals and does not get constituted by itself. This

6 The first poster can be translated from top to bottom as follows: What did my father come to
Germany for back then? For the German Leitkultur. The blue banner reads: Our country. Our
values. The bottom of the poster reads: Germany. But normal.
The second poster can be translated as follows: Normal is, to protect our borders.
AfD Election Poster #3 can be translated as follows: Local beats global. Strengthen local
businesses. Germany. But normal. AfD.
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discourse is man-made, since all of the speeches that were collected in the

randomized process, are speeches made by men. This is unsurprising, as just

1,36% of the members of the AfD in the Bundestag are women (Bundestag,

2023).

The speeches were protocolled by stenographers during the speeches and can later

be checked for validity by the speakers, which can request edits insofar as they do

not change the meaning of the speech (Deutscher Bundestag, 2023). Thus, I

believe the protocols of the speeches to be very close or congruent to the actual

speeches of the AfD members, which is why I refer to speeches rather than

protocols of speeches as my material.

All of the excerpts used in the analysis were translated by me. I acknowledge that

the translation of text is already a first step in the analysis, as translation already

assumes a level of interpretation of the translator (Venuti, 2009). All translations

in this thesis are my own. I stayed as close to the original German text as possible

and included explanations of the context where necessary7. Parts, where other

parties interrupted the speakers, are omitted in the excerpts shown in the thesis, as

they are not part of the analysis of this thesis.

4.6 Data Analysis

To operationalize the large data set of speeches, I employed a content analysis to

identify keywords, categories and finally themes to uncover contextual meanings

of the words and concepts used (Caballero Mengibar, 2015). First, I uploaded the

pages of chosen speeches from the archives, where the AfD spoke, to NVivo and

then coded the speeches. The codes were developed in an inductive manner first,

having the data lead in developing the codes. I chose to code inductively because

my thesis is not hypothesis-driven and I am not expecting a certain outcome,

according to which I want to code the texts. Inductive coding allows more

freedom in establishing the codes and does not presume categories as fixed

entities but as being created from texts in motion (Caballero Mengibar, 2015).

Additionally, although there is much research on national identity, and many

7 The original German documents will be shared upon request.
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categories of national identities have been identified, I chose to code inductively

to leave the possibility for new categories and themes to arise to create a dialogue

between previous research and my data.

This first coding included creating categories with different levels of abstraction,

through making notes in the text (Elo & Kyngäs, 2008). After a first reading and

coding of all of the documents, I put the codes in order, creating sub-codes in

preparation for the creation of themes in a later step of the coding process. I then

did a second screening and coding of all the documents, making sure that

especially those documents that I coded first, were coded with codes that I only

created later in the process. This more deductive way of coding ensured that all

documents were coded in an equal manner. All codes were named in German and

included an English translation for simplifying translation processes in the further

analysis. For example, I found different descriptions of those residing in Germany,

such as being described as natives (Einheimische), tax payers

(Steuerzahler_innen) or workers (Arbeitnehmer_innen).

After a second reading and coding process, I grouped the codes together under

higher order headings with the aim to reduce the total number of categories and to

already draw comparisons between different data points by choosing which codes

belong to each other and which do not, making this step already one of

interpretation (Elo & Kyngäs, 2008). Following the previously mentioned

example, I grouped together the codes for natives (Einheimische), tax payers

(Steuerzahler_innen) and workers (Arbeitnehmer_innen) under the generic code

of citizen (Bürger_in), as all of these different codes seemed to be characteristics

of the citizens of Germany.

The next step of the analysis is the abstraction of categories, which leads to the

formation of themes. The similar sub-codes were then grouped together under a

generic code and if reasonable, these generic codes were then also categorized

together under a main code, which formed the highest level of abstraction (Elo &

Kyngäs, 2008). The generic code of citizen was then grouped together with other

codes under the main code named Description National Identity (Beschreibung

Nationale Identität), since the characterization of German citizens falls under
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descriptions of national identity. The final sub-codes, generic codes and main

codes can all be viewed in the Codebook, attached to the thesis in the appendix

under V.II.

Out of the content analysis arose the need for including rhetorical devices used by

the politicians in their speeches, to answer the research question on how the

categories used in the definition of the Self and the Other are naturalized. Because

the rhetorical devices used, were identified through the content analysis, not a

rhetorical analysis, rhetorical analysis is not an individual method applied in the

same way as the directed content analysis. While the content analysis led to the

gathering of the text that is the most significant for interpreting and analyzing, the

rhetorical analysis was used only as an addition to further deepen the

understanding of the themes already identified through the content analysis.

5. Results & Analysis

This section presents the main findings from the coded data of speeches, posters

and the party program. It is divided into two main sections with subsections,

corresponding to the themes identified in the data. The first theme is on the

classification of the Other and the second theme is about the Self and the national

identity. The first theme shows how significant the construction of the Other is to

the construction of the German identity, and highlights the justification and

naturalization processes through the use of the rhetorical devices of metaphors

and the concept of whataboutism, while the second theme more closely answers

the research question of which categories are used to define the national identity.

5.1 The Other- The Migrant, Refugee & Foreigner

In this section I will show the main themes of the construction of the Other that

arose out of the analysis. I will focus on how these themes relate to the

construction of the Self in order to answer the research question of what role the

construction of the Other plays in the construction of the Self. The theme of the

Other was identified in 26 out of the total 36 files analyzed, with 137 distinct

mentions. Additionally, I will focus on the role of metaphors in this construction
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and finally explain how the concept of whataboutism relates to the analyzed

material.

5.1.1 Religion

One of the main themes identified in the construction of the Other is the concept

of religion. In the context of this thesis, the mention of religion in speeches could

only be identified in relation to the description of the Other, not the Self. Thus, the

role of the religion of those that are defined as belonging to Germany is

significant but remains unmentioned and can only be implicitly understood

through which religion is not identified as being a part of the Self. In effect, then

showing the importance of including the categorization of the Other in

understanding the Self, answering the research question of what role the Other

plays in the construction of the national identity. The category of religion was

identified in 10 of the analyzed files, with 25 distinct mentions. The party member

in the following excerpt categorizes the MRFs, which are on the route to Germany

as being of Islamic faith. Their aim of fleeing towards the German welfare system

clearly categorizes Muslims as bad and undeserving MRFs.

Ladies and gentlemen, at the end of last month I was on one of the

refugee routes in the Balkans. I looked at the situation in Bihac on

the border with Croatia. There you see thousands of young men

whose only goal is to get to Germany, thousands of young Muslims

who are desperate to get to Germany, who travel through six to

seven states just to flee towards the German welfare system. What

is being organized here is unacceptable. (Hebner, 19-138, 2019)

The author mentions the migration as being organized, does not state clearly by

whom but through the context of this speech having been made in the Bundestag,

it becomes clear that he implies the other political parties, who have welcomed

MRFs into Germany of being responsible for the migration movements into

Germany. This statement and assumption denies the MRFs any agency and

intentionally ignores the circumstances of the origin countries of the MRFs.
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However, in the context of the party program, the AfD clearly states the

Judeo-Christian religion, as not only being the main religion that those that belong

to the German nation-state identify with but go further and describe it as being a

foundation of German culture, which signifies the role that the concept of culture

plays in the construction of a common national identity, as will be shown again in

Chapter 5.2.4.

The AfD is fully committed to freedom of faith, conscience and

confession. However, the AfD clearly opposes Islamic religious

practice that is directed against the free democratic basic order,

our laws and the Judeo-Christian and humanistic foundations of

our culture. Many moderate Muslims live law-abiding and

integrated lives and are accepted and valued members of our

society. They belong to Germany. Islam, however, does not belong

to Germany. (AfD, 2016)

Interestingly, they acknowledge the right to faith, conscience and confession of

those living in Germany but negate this statement by stating that in their views

Islam does not belong to Germany. They understand the Judeo-Christian religion

to be part of the culture of Germany, thus culturalizing the Christian religion,

making the adaptation of the Christian religion necessary for the German national

identity (Haynes, 2020). By portraying the Christian beliefs as a culture rather

than a religion, the AfD can thus continue to state freedom of faith as one of their

beliefs, while still privileging Christianity over other religions (ibid.).

Additionally, the mention of the word integrate in this context plays an important

role in the German debate around who belongs and who does not (Brinkmann &

Uslucan, 2013). Being integrated presupposes a clear idea of the culture into

which to integrate and although Germany is a secular state, the previous statement

made it clear that the AfD understands the Judeo-Christian religion as essential to

the German national identity, which is why only those with the same faith can

belong to Germany. The only exception being those that live integrated lives,

which does not get explained further. One of the main contradictions of the AfD,

is the acceptance of integrated MRFs on the one hand and the absolute rejection

38



of any integration measures on the other, as following excerpts will show. By

describing those Muslims that have integrated as law-abiding, the AfD assumes

that most Muslims are not law-abiding, which leads to the next theme, the

characterization of MRFs as criminals.

5.1.2 Narrative of the Criminal MRF

The narrative of MRFs as criminals was identified in 15 of the 36 texts analyzed,

with 33 distinct mentions, thus making it one of the most prominent themes of this

analysis. More precisely the criminality that MRFs are associated with is a brutal

criminality, often referring to knives as weapons that are used against the victims

of German women, poor Germans and the German police.

Your 2 million rocket technicians, engineers and other skilled

workers that you have imported since 2015 have for the most part

already ended up in the welfare system. And one thing is also clear:

the criminal knifeman will not become a better person if he can

insult the police in German in the future thanks to a language

course, ladies and gentlemen. (Münzenmaier, 19-101, 2019)

Here the politician contrasts skilled MRFs with a criminal knifeman and thus

equates unskilled MRFs with criminals. Knives have played a significant role in

the political discourse of the AfD regarding crimes and are closely related to

racialized stereotypes (Hoven & Hestermann, 2019). Although statistics show that

there is no difference in country of origin or background of migration of those that

carry knives, the AfD predominantly focuses on MRFs as perpetrators in relation

to crimes with knives (ibid.).

Additionally, the speaker sarcastically makes fun of integration efforts through

acquiring language skills, although language proficiency of immigrants in the host

countries language has been proven to be beneficial to employment, because of

which immigrants do not have to rely on the welfare system to sustain themselves

(Delander et al., 2005). Although in the party program, integrated individuals are

described as being welcome in Germany, the AfD again contradicts itself and
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shows that all those categorized as the Other are unwelcome and at the same time

also unable to integrate themselves and will never be a part of the Self.

The next party member mentions clan criminality, as a specific form of criminal

action of MRFs in Germany.

And in the problem neighborhoods of our cities you leave the poor

Germans alone with Islamic parallel societies and clan criminality.

(Baumann, 19-155, 2020)

The use of the concept of clans is a clearly criminalized and racialized

categorization of MRFs (Özvatan et al., 2023). In the excerpt it is used in

connection with the mention of Islamic groups, thus alluding to the fact that only

people of faith can engage in clan criminality, showing the racialized dimension

of the statement. The description of Islamic societies as parallel societies renders

those of Islamic belief as not belonging to Germany (ibid.).

Another theme within the narrative of MRFs as criminals is the theme of gendered

violence. Since the increase of MRFs in 2015, there has been much debate in the

media and in politics about the safety of German women (Spiegel Online, 2019)

The effects of this discourse are two-fold, the MRFs are being villainized, while

women in Germany are being victimized. The following excerpt shows this

narrative of victimized women and villainized MRFs.

Refugees and host societies have to adapt to each other. So we

should also adapt. - What then are the needs of a diverse, i.e.

colorful, society? Dear Ms. Roth, for example, the need to keep

quiet for days after the New Year's Eve in Cologne about the

assaults on women by North African cathedral dancers or to

benevolently advise one's own daughter to keep an arm's length

away, to wall off Christmas markets, to enact knife bans, to

introduce sex education for all refugees? (Frohnmaier, 19-69,

2018)

There are multiple events that his text is basing its arguments on. One was a New

Year's celebration in Cologne in 2015, where over 1200 official complaints were

filed, with half of them regarding sexual offenses. The victims were
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predominantly women and the perpetrators were men of various different origins

(Diehl, 2019). However, the media and political discourse quickly demonized

young men from the MENA region as the main perpetrators, leading the already

heated debate about MRFs to escalate (Niewel, 2016). The other events

mentioned are an attack on a Christmas market in Berlin in 2016 by someone

who came to Germany from Tunisia, with 12 deaths (Bpb, 2021). The text adds to

this debate by categorizing the MRFs as criminals, despite the fact that women are

much more frequently victims of violence by men who are not MRFs and there

being more violence towards MRFs from right-wing Germans than from MRFs

towards Germans. There is also no data that supports a correlation between

migration status and criminality (Bpb, 2020; ProAsyl, 2021; Bundesamt für

Verfassungsschutz 2022a;b).

Thus, the previous excerpts show that not only are MRFs categorized as being

criminal, there are clear racial and religious stereotypes, through which they

distinguish specific forms of criminality with which MRFs engage, such as knives

as weapons and clan criminality.

5.1.3 Combining Religion and Criminality: Terrorism

The AfD also uses the themes of religion and criminality in relation to each other,

in the context of terror and terrorism, which was found in 5 of the analyzed files,

with 14 distinct mentions. Although terror and terrorism are terms that do not

exclusively describe the actions of people with specific beliefs and of specific

origins, the AfD uses these terms specifically to describe criminal acts of people

with Islamic beliefs.

As a reminder, in the case of dangerous persons, the question is no

longer whether they will commit a terrorist attack, but when. We

have also seen steadily rising numbers of Salafists, Islamist

terrorist potential individuals, and Islamist terrorist trials. This

proves quite clearly that all the measures this government is taking

to combat Islamist terror are completely inadequate. (Hess, 19-78,

2019)
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There have been 17 deaths in Germany since 2016 due to Islamist terrorism, while

there have been 33 deaths associated with right-wing terrorism (Bundesamt für

Verfassungsschutz, 2022a;b). The numbers clearly show that terrorism is not just

an issue of religious background and migration status, but also one of racist and

xenophobic beliefs. The AfD stokes fear of MRFs by choosing to focus only on a

specific form of terrorism and not disclosing the full picture and by promoting

these images of dangerous Muslim terrorists, they increase the risk of racist and

xenophobically motivated attacks from right-wing believers (Rees et al., 2019).

The AfD also frequently uses situations in other European countries to highlight

the size of the issue with terrorism, as the following excerpt shows.

Everywhere in Europe the situation is escalating, and it is always

the same groups of origin that are involved, when in neighboring

Sweden there are fires on every corner because migrant gangs are

terrorizing entire cities, when so-called banlieues burn in France

because entire generations of politicians from the left and right

camps, although they have tried everything with all means, have

not succeeded. The situation is similar in Belgium, similar in the

Netherlands, similar in Great Britain and, in fact, already here.

(Baumann, 20-60, 2022)

However, in many of these countries, similar to Germany, there has been more

right-wing terrorism than Islamic terrorism (Bjørgo & Ravndal, 2019). As

Koehler (2016) has shown, right-wing terrorism is on the rise and posing a serious

risk in European countries, kindled among others, by right-wing politics.

5.1.4 (Un)real Migrants, Refugees & Foreigners

Another aspect of the description of MRF is the categorization into two distinct

categories, which was found in 7 files and mentioned 8 times. One category is

deserving of having left their country involuntarily and of seeking asylum and

getting support from the German social system, while the other is depicted as

voluntarily having made the choice to leave to receive financial support from the

social system in Germany. In the speeches, the first group is characterized as
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being real and good MRFs, while the second one is unreal and bad MRFs. In

many cases in the speeches, the deserving MRF are depicted as being echt

(true/real) and wirklich (real/actual). The following excerpt is an example of this

where the politician states that only during a real escape from war and catastrophe

could someone lose their passports.

Of course, in the case of a real escape from war and catastrophe, it

may happen that you lose your passport or could not take it with

you in the first place. (Wirth, 19-189, 2020)

Passports are powerful objects that control, shape and regulate our lives. As

Keshavarz (2015) states, they are material articulations of the abstract notions of

borders, the nation, citizenship and territory and are used by states to enforce

these notions. Precisely because a passport is a powerful materialization of rights,

granting the permission to travel only to some, it is at this little booklet that

political, social and economic interests intersect (ibid.).

Although it has been shown by migration studies that it is impossible to clearly

distinguish between different forms of migration, the AfD still naturalizes and

essentializes different forms of migration and MRFs through their distinct

categorization (Niedrig & Seukwa, 2010).

The example of a passport arises again in another excerpt, however in

contradiction to the previous mention of being a real refugee only if you lose your

passport, now real refugees are the ones that still have their passport.

How can you recognize real refugees? They are, unlike in 2015,

they are mostly female, they have their passports with them, they

appear grateful instead of demanding, and they want to return

home. (Curio, 20-21, 2022)

The polarity of these two excerpts on passports shows just how subjective the

construction by the AfD really is. The categories of the Other that is essentialized

in their speeches, are not as robust as they make it out to be and adjusted

depending on the context.

Interesting in the previous excerpt is the use of gender to classify real MRFs. In

this context, the AfD employs two different sexist justifications for their argument
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on who is a deserving MRF. First, they show that women are more deserving of

help than men, and second, that women would be less demanding and more

grateful. Additionally, there is no data, which backs the claims that the return rate

of refugees is gender specific, with women being more likely to return home than

men (Kaya & Orchard, 2020).

Not only are there two categories of the real and the unreal MRF, but there is a

third category present in this categorization and that is the host country itself. As

Niedrig & Seukwa (2010) show, there are three distinct roles that arise out of the

construction of MRFs, namely the victim (the real refugee), the offender (the

unreal refugee) and the savior (the host country). The following excerpt shows the

role of the host country by being depicted through taxpayers, which are made

responsible for paying for both real and unrealMRFs.

But if you're going to spend that money on foreigners/strangers at

all costs, how about spending that hard-earned taxpayer money on

the people who are actually rightfully here, the people who really

have fled war and terror or who have been persecuted for their

faith or political views? (Münzenmaier, 19-101, 2019)

Here, the purpose of the categorization becomes clear; only real MRFs are

deserving of receiving financial aid, which comes out of “hard-earned taxpayer

money”. The categorization of real refugees is done through the factors of religion

and political beliefs. Although they describe those that are persecuted for their

faith as deserving MRFs, they do not specify which religion.

5.1.5 Metaphors

The literary device of metaphors was consistently used throughout the speeches

which aided the definition and naturalization of the categorization of MRFs. It

answers to both the categorization of the Other as well as to the naturalization

processes of the Other and the Self. A total of 11 files contained metaphors, with

17 mentions throughout them.

Metaphors are frequently used in different discourses to describe MRFs, often

with the intended effect to dehumanize them (Leudar et al., 2008). Although most
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research has been done on the use and effects of metaphors in the media, this

section shows that the use of metaphors in political discourse follows a very

similar pattern, by frequently using different metaphors to describe the Other

(Abid et al., 2017). Many of the metaphors used water imagery, referring to the

MRFs as a dam breakage (Dammbruch), a flood (Flut), a wave (Welle) or a

current (Strom). This is shown in the following excerpt, where the German

migration policy is described as having flooded Germany with migrants.

This policy of flooding Germany with migrants, to destroy the

welfare state by overstretching it, to drive the constitutional state

into collapse, that is dangerous political extremism. (Curio,

19-140, 2020)

Of significance to understand the use of metaphors is the context within which

they are used. In the speeches by the AfD, it is clear that often metaphors are used

in conjunction with a conflict towards the host country (Abid et al., 2017). The

previous excerpt shows this by mentioning the destruction of the welfare state and

the complete collapse of the state in relation to the metaphorical description of

MRFs.

Metaphors are also used to describe the German MRF policies. Here the metaphor

is usually used to describe a burden on the host country (Abid et al., 2017). The

following text shows how the German migration policy is described as an

escalator and a conveyor belt.

It would create a kind of giant escalator, an endless conveyor belt

for migrants from the Orient and Africa directly into the heart of

our cities and towns. (Baumann, 19-98, 2019)

Here, the use of metaphor also results in a loss of agency of the MRFs, which,

according to this imagery, do not have any free will and are just subject to

involuntary movement via machines that move them from one place to another.

This is a violent depiction of migration, as it chooses to both ignore the choices

that MRFs make before migrating and also minimizes the dangers of the

migration journey itself. In line with this metaphor are multiple other mentions of

dehumanizing metaphors, which describe the migration to Germany as voluntary

45



acts through describing it as tourism (Asyltourismus), a trip (Migrationstrip) or

even as a shuttle service. These metaphors again, do not leave space for the

experiences that MRFs have made along their migration journey.

To conclude, through the use of metaphors, the AfD constructs the identity of the

Other with clear hostile aims towards them. It is a tactic to de-humanize the

MRFs in order to justify and naturalize how the AfD constructs their identity. A

main concern with this construction of the identity of those migrating to Germany

is that it is one-sided, with the AfD having much more power to define their

identities than the MRFs themselves have (Leudar et al., 2008). Although they are

subject to such hostile categorization, there is rarely space for them to share their

identities with others. Thus, it is essential to create spaces where MRFs can both

react to the identities imposed on them by the political discourse and use their

own voice to construct their own identity.

5.1.6 Whataboutism

This thesis focuses on the construction of the Self against the construction of the

Other. While so far, I have been focusing on the individual construction of the

Other, there are also explicit mentions where Germans and non-Germans are

compared, which I want to use as a bridge between the section on Othering and

the section on the Self. In 10 of the 36 analyzed files, with 17 distinct mentions,

the AfD employs so-called whataboutism to direct the focus away from the MRFs

and towards other issues within Germany. Using diversionary tactics to deflect

attention away from controversial issues, is often employed by political parties on

extreme ends of the spectrum and is used in this context to justify the exclusion of

the Other from the national identity (Dash et al., 2021). Without exceptions, the

AfD uses whataboutism to divert attention from MRFs to German citizens, as the

following excerpt shows.

From the FDP to the left, you have room for theatrically howling

migrants in faraway countries, but you do not care about the

misery of our fellow citizens. (Sichert, 19-176, 2020)
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As O’Connell (2020) has shown, whataboutism is often used to police discourse.

Regarding the previous excerpt, the AfD is trying to police the discourse on

MRFs in Germany by both stating that they are not really deserving of help and

are pretending to have things worse than they actually do and then diverting the

attention to German citizens, who they characterize as being rightfully deserving

of both help and attention. The next excerpt mirrors this whataboutism by again

stating that the MRFs are only allegedly needy, while actually needy people are

those that are already living in Germany.

German politicians do not need to go to a Greek island to take

pictures with allegedly needy people; because the really poor, the

really needy live millions of times among us. (Sichert, 19-176,

2020)

Comparing the living standards in Germany with those in, for example in Syria, it

is clear that those living in Syria face severe issues, which impact their quality of

life, that Germans do not, such as political instabilities, restrictions of civil rights,

high inflation, worse infrastructure, significantly lower GDP per capita and

significantly higher unemployment rate (Worlddata, 2023). Thus, using

whataboutism in the context of deflecting attention away from issues of MRFs

fleeing these regions by claiming to pay attention to more pressing issues, is

simply untrue (ibid.).

5.2 The Self- A German National Identity

Next, after having identified different themes, through which the AfD

characterized the Other in their speeches, posters and party program, is the theme

of the construction of the Self, which was identified in 27 of the 36 files, with 124

mentions. The main categories that were identified through the analysis are the

role of the welfare system, the characterization of citizens, the role of territories,

borders and the state, the concept of a common culture known as Leitkultur, and

finally the concept of Heimat.
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5.2.1 Characteristics of the German Citizen

One main category that arose out of the data, was the category of Bürger (citizen).

There were 25 explicit mentions of the actual word Bürger but also different

implicit characterizations of who is understood to be a citizen of Germany totaling

52 distinct cases in 17 files. Through the analysis, I identified paying taxes as

being identified as belonging, which plays a predominant role in the

characterization of citizens, as the following politician shows.

Ladies and gentlemen I have now listened for a very long time to

all the speeches on this subject and I perceive that there are very

few people here who have any problem with saddling the German

taxpayer with billions and billions of coverage for ever more

unmanaged mass migration. (Ehrhorn, 19-184, 2020)

Previous literature confirms that taxation historically has played an important role

in identifying with and belonging to a nation-state (Isin & Turner, 2007).

Furthermore, the AfD uses the concept of natives to describe those who belong to

the German national identity. The following excerpt shows the outrage of one

speaker over the level of support that MRFs are planned to receive in Germany, in

which he shows how he values the natives of Germany over MRFs, thus aiming to

create a system of two classes, where one class (natives) receive good care, while

the other class (MRFs), does not.

And then all migrants everywhere are supposed to be well taken

care of - at the level of the natives. (Baumann, 19-155, 2020)

In German, the word native is Einheimische, which translated literally, depending

on the interpretation, can mean those claiming a single (ein), space as their home

(heimisch), thus prohibiting anyone from another country, with another home to

become einheimisch, unless they revoke their previous country of belonging, as

even accepting Germany as their other home, would make them Mehrheimische

(multiple home). Also, the concept of being a native is discursively constructed

and naturalized, just as the national identity is. Given the fact, the oxymoron

native foreigner (einheimische_r Ausländer_in) is used to describe those that were
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not born in Germany but have become a part of the national identity over time,

which is another characterization used by the AfD for citizens.

The following excerpt shows how the AfD uses the concept of duration of stay in

Germany as a factor of obtaining citizenship.

But it is no secret anymore that you do not care so much about the

people who have been living here for a long time. (Münzenmaier,

19-101, 2019)

There is no indication of how long one needs to have stayed in Germany to be

understood as being part of the national identity. What sets this argument apart

from the other characterizations of the Self and the Other, is that this is something

that everyone can achieve. Regardless of religion, culture, or other factors, anyone

could achieve the status of having lived in Germany for a long time. Additionally,

this expression is also much more inclusive, as there are many people from

different countries and from various religious backgrounds, who have lived in

Germany for many generations, such as Turkish Gastarbeiter_innen (guest

workers) who emigrated to Germany between 1961 and 1973 during the duration

of the recruitment agreement between Turkey and Germany (Hunn, 2002).

Lastly, the AfD uses the worker identity as a key characterization of the citizens

of Germany. In the following excerpt, the aforementioned categories of taxpayer

and duration of stay get combined with the worker identity to characterize the

German citizen.

Unlimited money for migration, but the German worker, who pays

in for decades, gets nothing decent out of it! This is pure rip-off.

The citizens will not put up with this any longer. (Curio, 19-140,

2020)

Similar to the previous category, these factors are much less restrictive than

others, since anyone who legally works in Germany will pay taxes and the longer

they stay, the longer they will pay taxes. Although one must take into account that

the AfD would like to limit those who get granted the right to work in Germany.

Out of this categorization arises yet another contradiction, as the AfD seems to

neither want those that arrive in Germany to become workers and thus tax payers
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but also reject those that come to Germany with the supposed singular expectation

to benefit from the welfare system, as I will show in the following section.

5.2.2 The Welfare System

A frequent description of Germany is by referring to the German welfare system

(Sozialstaat) when mentioning Germany, which was found in 8 of the analyzed

files, with 15 distinct mentions. This description of Germany is mentioned in

three distinct parts of the party program, showing the significance of this

description to the construction of the national identity through the AfD.

The most important (mis)incentive to immigrate into the German

welfare system via the right of asylum is the lack of enforcement of

the obligation to leave the country against foreigners who are not

or no longer entitled to stay. (AfD, 2016)

Here, Germany is not described as the host country, but the German welfare

system seems to be the final destination. The MRFs are clearly characterized as

being undeserving of receiving the benefits of the German welfare system. This

presupposes that there is another kind of person who is deserving of the benefits.

This is never explicitly mentioned but it can be assumed that in opposition to the

undeserving MRF, there exists a deserving national German who deserves access

to the benefits of the welfare system (Menke & Rumpel, 2022).

Additionally, the AfD draws a clear distinction between different kinds of MRF

here, by dividing along the lines of legality of the stay in Germany.

The next speaker very explicitly states his opinion on who comes to Germany and

why.

The so-called skilled workers that you recruit with your methods

and incentives do not migrate into our labor market, but almost all

into our welfare system. You are not bringing the Vietnamese

doctor here, but the soldier of fortune from the Balkans who is

having his crooked teeth fixed here in Germany, ladies and

gentlemen. (Münzenmaier, 19-101, 2019)
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The Vietnamese doctor as a desirable MRF is juxtaposed with someone from the

Balkans with crooked teeth, leading to a distinct racialization of the political

discourse on MRFs. This plays with racialized stereotypes about different

nationalities, which again adds to the aforementioned concepts of real/good MRFs

and bad/unreal MRFs (Szczepanik, 2016). Additionally, the party member speaks

of recruitment processes, which lead people to come to Germany, disregarding the

factors in the individual countries, which force MRFs to leave them. However,

there currently is not any recruitment process happening, in which Germany tries

to find workers to balance out an undersupplied labor market. Although this is

necessary since the German population is rapidly aging and there is a high

demand for workers, which is a common discussion in the political discourse

(BMWK, 2022). By pretending that this is already happening and with negative

consequences, the AfD discourse prohibits any further negotiations toward the

necessity and benefits of such actions.

5.2.3 Territories, Borders & the State

Although the mention of territory and the role of borders in the speeches and the

other material, is not as frequently explicitly mentioned as other themes that have

been identified in this thesis, it does remain as one of the most important appeals

that get made in regard to the need for change and often correlates with mentions

of the need for security. While territory was mentioned 19 times in 9 files, borders

were explicitly mentioned 14 times in 8 of the analyzed files. It becomes clear that

for the AfD the borders are where the national identity is threatened the most.

This proves quite clearly: border controls bring security; they

protect our citizens from violent criminals and terrorists. That's

why every politician who really cares about the security of our

country must tell this government loud and clear: If you really want

to improve the security situation in this country, then finally protect

our borders! (Hess, 19-78, 2019)

In line with their right-wing beliefs, there are also mentions of the concept of

Boden (land, ground or soil) in relation to the German identity. The use of the
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term Boden in this context has connotations and remembrances of the Blut und

Boden ideology (blood and land/ground/soil) of the Nazi regime, which refers to a

racially defined national body (Blut) within a defined settlement area (Boden).

In your bill, you create for almost everyone, who somehow enters

German land/ground/soil [Deutschen Boden], the prerequisite for

state-funded German courses. (Münzenmaier, 19-101, 2019)

Furthermore, the previous author explicitly expresses his disdain for the funding

of German courses for MRFs arriving in Germany, although acquiring language

skills is one of the most important factors for MRFs to secure their livelihood in

countries that do not speak their native language (Delander et al., 2005). The

concept of language will be discussed in more detail in Chapter 5.2.4.

The role that borders play for the national identity, becomes obvious in Poster #2

(see page 43), where the AfD claims that protecting “our” borders is normal. By

choosing to use the possessive pronoun “our” to describe the borders instead of

just saying the borders, shows how engrained the concept of borders to limit the

national identity and thus the Self is in the political discourse that the AfD creates.

As I have mentioned in the conceptual framework, the sovereignty of the nation is

an inherent characteristic through which the category of the nation-state can be

justified, which the AfD also employ during their speeches, as the following

excerpt shows (Anderson, 1983).

Sovereign nation-states are not some dusty ideas of the last century

for us. Those who want to abolish borders and thus dissolve

national territories, anyone who wants to replace the state's people

by resettling them is attacking almost everything that constitutes a

democratic state. (Frohnmaier, 19-135, 2019)

The speaker describes sovereignty as necessary not just for the state to exist but

equates the sovereign nation with the democratic state. Thus, naturalizing the

concept of the sovereignty of the state by making it a base for establishing

democracy. How the politician describes sovereignty to mean borders and national

territories and a people that has settled shows that the AfD uses the concept of

sovereignty in a very similar way to how Anderson (1983) has described its use as
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a legitimation for the borders of the nation-state. The next speaker takes the

importance of sovereignty even further, by showing that the sovereignty of the

German nation is essential for Germany to exist.

Germany's disappearance in the globalism of forced migration or

freedom for a sovereign German nation. (Curio, 20-17, 2022)

5.2.4 Discursive Construction of a Collective Culture

As stated in the conceptual framework, the concept of culture often plays an

important role in the construction of a national identity (Caiani & della Porta,

2011; Weiguo, 2013). This thesis affirms previous research, as the construction of

a collective culture was an important theme that arose out of the coded texts, with

9 files containing mentions of culture, with 18 mentions overall. The difference in

cultures is oftentimes highlighted through the differential treatment or image of

women, as the following party member shows.

The Danes stand for a different, for a new policy. They have

understood that there are also cultural reasons when integration in

Europe fails colossally - especially when larger numbers of

immigrants come from culturally very different regions with very

different images of women, people and ideas about living together.

(Baumann, 20-60, 2022)

Here, the speaker is not referring to a collective culture of Germany, but

constructing a supra-national identity of Europe, by implying that the reasons for

integration failing, are the same across Europe, thus showing that those that are

classified as not belonging to Germany, are not just those who are not from

Germany, but those who are also not from Europe, thus clearly differentiating

between different types of MRFs.

The Alternative for Germany is committed to the German

Leitkultur. The AfD regards the ideology of multiculturalism as a

serious threat to social peace and to the continued existence of the

nation as a cultural entity. (AfD, 2016).
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Specific to the German context is the concept of Leitkultur, as can be seen in the

previous excerpt. This refers to the need for retaining one dominant culture and

keeping other cultures separate to avoid cultural conflicts because of the

assumption that different cultures are incompatible with each other (Pautz, 2005).

It is used in both the party program and the posters that I analyzed. In Germany, it

replaced ideas of racial belonging with cultural belonging in an attempt to move

away from the Nazi definitions of the German national identity (Pautz, 2005).

However, since the German word for race (Rasse) has become entirely removed

from the language after WWII, the concept of culture did not become a better way

to define the national identity, it became a replacement term for racialized

belonging, under a different name (Soekefeld, 2007). Especially in right-wing

contexts cultural identity gets used in much the same way as race was used to

justify belonging during the Nazi regime (Yılmaz, 2012).

While the concept of Leitkultur, can be considered as an ideology, used by the

right-wing political discourse to construct a common national identity, the AfD

goes in the opposite direction and claims the concept of multiculturalism as an

ideology and threat to the nation itself, as the previous excerpt shows. This shows

just how significant the concept of a collective culture is to the construction of a

German national identity through the AfD, as according to them, without the

Leitkultur, there would be no nation.

In the AfD Election Poster #1 (see page 43), the AfD shows just how strongly

they believe in the concept of Leitkultur, by stating that MRFs are coming to

Germany to subordinate their culture to the German culture. The poster shows that

the AfD considers certain values to be a part of the German Leitkultur without

specifically stating which ones they are referring to.

Another factor regarding what constitutes the collective culture is the German

language, which was identified in 4 of the analyzed files, with 7 mentions. The

following party member shows the significance that the role of language plays in

identifying a German national identity.
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We would like to promote and strengthen the teaching of German

again and teach German culture and language at a high level.

(AfD, 2016)

The way language is understood by the AfD is as a stable construct, which has

been the same or similar for many decades and will continue to remain

unchanged, which becomes clear in the following statement.

The AfD is concerned about how the German language is being

replaced or "counter-gendered" by English in the spirit of a

misunderstood "internationalization". We firmly reject politically

"correct" language specifications. (Kleinwächter, 19-124, 2019)

Here, the AfD speaks about the replacement of the language, rather than accepting

changes of the German language as a central element of the very concept of

language (Schmidt, 2020). They specifically reject influences that come from

other languages, especially English, dismissing the fact that languages have

developed out of other languages and continue to influence each other (Schmidt,

2020).

The final excerpt, which highlights the role that language plays in the construction

of cultural identity, was taken from an analyzed part of the party program, which

was titled culture, language and identity, thus in itself showing the significance of

language for the AfD in this context.

As a central element of German identity, the German language

must be enshrined in the Basic Law as a state language, following

the example of many other countries. (AfD, 2016)

Here the AfD makes clear just how central an element the German language is to

the national identity, confirming Anderson (1983) who named a common

language as one of the most important criterias that unite a nation. However,

German is an official language, not just in Germany but also in Austria,

Luxemburg, Liechtenstein, Belgium and Switzerland, which contradicts their

argument.
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5.2.5 Narrative of “Heimat”

Predominant in the categorization of both the Self and the Other, the concept of

Heimat plays an important role in the analyzed material, with 9 files containing 13

distinct mentions. The German concept of Heimat can be translated into home or

homeland. It encompasses the feeling of home on an undefined spatial scale from

the nearest family to a country or nation-state and is closely linked to ideas of

feeling connected to family, friends and a wider community through attachment to

a certain place with distinct values (Ratter & Gee, 2012). The following excerpt

shows how important Heimat is to the AfD, the speaker even equating it with the

state.

With the Ampel8 full steam ahead into the abyss, destruction of

Germany until 2025, with the Union until 2029, with the AfD

salvation of Germany as “Heimatland” and state. (Curio, 20-17,

2022)

It is a highly subjective feeling but plays an important role in the sense of

belonging in the German context. Heimat can be where you feel safe, where you

know the language/dialect that gets spoken, where you recognize the landscape,

where you are accustomed to the customs, or where people think and feel

similarly to you (Pallagst et al., 2018). To summarize, Heimat can be defined by

spatial, social, emotional and discursive components, which lead to highly

individual understandings of identity (Ratter & Gee, 2012). While Heimat does

not have to be understood at the spatial scale of the nation-state, it is often used in,

specifically right-wing political discursive contexts to construct a national

identity, as is the case in the analyzed data of this thesis (Peabody & Randall,

2019; Römhild, 2004; Svasek, 2002).

As Ratzhel (1994) has shown, specific understandings of Heimat are also

associated with how foreigners are perceived, specifically, whether they are

socially accepted. Especially when it is understood as a harmonious image, the

8 The Ampel refers to the coalition between the three ruling parties SPD, which is associated with
the color red, FDP, which is associated with the color yellow and finally the Green party. These
three colors make up a traffic light, which means Ampel in German, thus giving the name to the
coalition.
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MRFs are regarded as an endangerment to the country which is defined as Heimat

(Rathzel, 1994). This association is also clear in the analyzed data, as the

following politician shows how the MRFs have changed cities, villages and the

entire Heimat.

Their unworldly Willkommenskultur has changed our cities, our

villages, our entire Heimat at its core. (Baumann, 20-60, 2022)

Furthermore, the following politician constructs the country of Germany around

this concept.

Germany is not just any word for us; Germany is our “Heimat”.

(Frohnmaier, 19-69, 2018)

Lastly, this concept is also represented in Poster #3, where the AfD states that

local is more important than global to them. They are referring to the importance

of native (heimisch) businesses here, but their view of local over global extends

beyond just businesses.

6. Discussion

What kind of categories are used to construct and justify the common national

identity?

The previous chapter has shown that there are multiple categories that the AfD

employs to construct both a common national identity and an Other against which

the national identity is formed. Some of the categories, such as religion and

culture have been identified by previous research to play an important role in

right-wing discourses on national identities (see Chaturvedi, 2002; Modood &

Thompson, 2022), which this thesis has proven. Other categories, such as the

strong focus on the welfare state and the citizenship of those residing in Germany,

arose solely out of the studied material but can be backed by research in other

geographical contexts, which have shown similar results.

The use of CDA as the main theoretical and methodological perspective, allowed

me to be critical of not only the new material that arose out of this thesis but also

the previous research which had been done on the understanding of national
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identity, allowing me to better classify the findings of this thesis. The categories

that were identified to be the most significant in the construction of the national

identity were the concept of a common culture, specifically the Leitkultur,

territories and borders, the welfare state, citizenship and finally the concept of

Heimat. Especially the concepts of Leitkultur and Heimat, which are specific to

the construction of national identity in the context of Germany, show how highly

contextualized the construction of national identity is. This is also shown by how

many different studies have been done on the construction of national identity,

with a multitude of angles that have found a multitude of different categories

which are significant in each context. This means that this thesis adds a small

puzzle piece to the much larger aim of understanding how national identity is

constructed. All of these categories are used to not only construct the national

identity of Germany but are at the same time used by the AfD to justify their

xenophobic claims through the naturalization of the mentioned categories.

How are they naturalized in documents and speeches on migrants, refugees and

foreigners?

The analysis has shown how the AfD continuously tries to naturalize the

categories which they construct but through multiple contradictions fail to do so,

which becomes especially obvious after a critical engagement with the political

discourse. This is where the coding and creation of themes helped to identify

these contradictions within the speeches, the party program and the posters.

However, the content analysis of themes itself was not enough to show the full

picture of the naturalization of methods, which is why rhetoric devices needed to

be included in the interpretation of the categories, such as the employment of

specific tactics, namely metaphors and whataboutism by the AfD to dehumanize

the MRFs and in turn legitimize their arguments of discriminating and xenophobic

politics. Although previous research has been done on the role of metaphors in

describing MRFs (see Abid et al., 2017; Leudar et al., 2008), it is not brought into

relation with the naturalization of both the national identity and the Other, which

is one of the contributions made by this thesis.
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The AfD also follows in the steps of other right-wing political discourses, of using

concepts of territory and borders to naturalize the sovereignty of the state, which

falls in line with numerous previous research, that has already shown these

categories to be of importance in understanding national identity (see Hjerm &

Triandafyllidou, 2002; Paasi, 2001; Paasi, 1998; Tompkins, 2019). However, these

concepts were not as prevalent as others, namely the use of narratives, such as a

collective culture and the concept of Heimat, through which the AfD successfully

paints a picture of coherent characteristics which define all those who live within

the borders of the nation-state. By making some characteristics of the German

citizens, such as paying taxes and having lived in Germany for an (undefined)

long period of time, and being a worker, seemingly exclusive to Germans, which

are not MRFs, they are naturalizing who belongs and who does not.

Both the relational and contingent ontology and the post-structural feminist

epistemology were key in being able to challenge these taken-for-granted

assumptions through which the AfD portrays their naturalized understanding of

national identity. They allowed me to critically question how the categories found

through the content analysis enabled them to justify their portrayal of the German

national identity.

What role does the construction of the Other play in the construction of

national identity?

This thesis has put a specific focus on the construction of the Other against which

the national identity is developed, as I believe this to be a significant part of the

German national identity construction. This intentional focus has clearly shown

that the Other is an integral part of the identification with the Self in regard to the

political discourse of the AfD. Especially the theme of direct contrast between the

German and the Other, which was found throughout the material, shows just how

important the Other is to the construction of the Self. There were multiple themes

identified, which played a significant part in the construction of the Other and the

Self and those were religion, the narrative of criminal MRFs, and the construction

of the two distinct types of (un)real MRFs. The use of metaphors played a
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significant role in the construction of the Other and served to further dehumanize

the MRFs and draw a further distinction between them and the German national

identity. The AfD continuously draws a distinction between those who belong to

Germany and those who do not by using highly context-dependent, seemingly

arbitrary characteristics, such as language skills, religion, being a worker and

being a criminal. Although these characteristics are all things that people can be

or have, regardless of their citizenship and country of residence, the AfD employs

them to naturalize distinctions between the Self and the Other. To conclude, this

thesis has shown that the concept of Othering plays a significant role in the

construction of the German national identity and is repeatedly employed by the

AfD to create categories into which the Self and the Other belong, proving that it

is equally important to focus on the Other when understanding the Self. Thus,

showing that the role of the Other plays such a significant part in the construction

of the Self, is another contribution of this thesis.

7. Conclusion

Finally, let me conclude by reflecting on the limitations that I faced during this

thesis in the hopes that other scholars in the future may take them up in order to

provide a more complete picture of the construction of national identity and its

implications.

Migration is an omnipresent theme in media, political discourse, society,

economics and public discourse. Consequently, there are large amounts of

material to be used to fully understand the conceptions of migrants, refugees and

Others and the construction of the Self in those discourses. Even within just the

political discourse in the Bundestag, there are over 2 million individual data

points, which could be analyzed. The sheer volume of material leads to the

obvious limitation of this study, it is relevant only in a highly contextualized

setting, namely within the German right-wing political discourse of the AfD

within the last six years. However, the findings could be used to understand the

rise of right-wing discourses in other European countries in order to then figure

out, whether the phenomena shown in this thesis, apply to other contexts as well.
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Discourse does not exist in a vacuum and is always shaped by other discourses

around it. The discourse of the AfD is also influenced by the discourse of other

politicians from different parties answering to the AfD in their own speeches or

interrupting the AfD during theirs. The exclusion of alternate discourses in

dialogue with the AfD is another limitation of this thesis. Future studies, which

are allowed a larger frame, can build on the findings of this thesis by adding on

the additional perspective of alternate voices of other parties with different

opinions in the Bundestag, thus challenging the hegemonic discourse of the AfD.

Although the findings of the thesis may not be applicable to different contexts

because of its highly geographically and historically situated context, the

methodological choices can be. The rational and contingent approach to ontology

and the post-structural feminist epistemology enabled me not to view previous

research as an all-encompassing truth but recognize them as geographically and

historically contextualized studies, with more room for research in different

geographic spaces and times. The framework provided by CDA aided in being

able to critically engage with both previous research and previous categories of

national identity construction and critically analyze the material of this thesis.

Using a directed content analysis allowed me to build on previous research, while

at the same time being able to advance it through new findings in my data. The

limitation that the content analysis put on the analysis was the inclusion of

rhetoric devices next to the categories which were identified with the content

analysis. Only through the analysis, did I realize the importance of including

rhetoric devices in understanding the processes of naturalization that the AfD

undertook in their speeches, posters and campaigns. Future research will

definitely improve this shortcoming of methodological choice on my part, by

using a method that can encompass both thematic categories and rhetoric ones

better.

While my thesis is a contribution to the field of national identity, it is necessary

for further research to be made on the topic of the construction of national identity

precisely because it has far-reaching consequences. Specifically, the focus must

also be put on the MRFs and their own construction of their identity, to allow for
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alternate conceptions of MRF identities within Germany, for which there is no

space within the right-wing political discourse and thus for which there was no

space in this thesis. Thus, I envision a future research project in which MRF, who

are currently in Germany, have the opportunity to confront the findings of this

thesis and to be able to comment and discuss how they perceive the categories by

which they have been defined. In this way, they could add their perceptions of

national identity to the discourse and thus be able to participate in the construction

of their own identity, in effect challenging the hegemonic discourse of the AfD of

defining who belongs, who doesn’t belong, and why.
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V Appendix

V.I Names of Plenary Speakers of the AfD

The names of the speakers are in alphabetical order, according to the last names of

the speakers.

1. Dr. Bernd Baumann, 65 years old, businessman, part of the AfD since

2013

2. Marc Bernhard, 51 years old, lawyer, member of the AfD since 2013

3. Stephan Brandner, 57 years old, lawyer, part of the AfD since 2013

4. Jürgen Braun, 62 years old, communications consultant, member of the

AfD since 2017

5. Dr. Gottfried Curio, 63 years old, mathematician and physicist, member of

the AfD since 2014

6. Thomas Ehrhorn, 64 years old, pilot, member of the AfD since 2013

7. Markus Frohnmaier, 31 years old, press speaker, member of the AfD since

2015

8. Dr. Götz Frömming, 55 years old, high school teacher, member of the AfD

since its foundation in 2013

9. Martin Hebner, passed at age 62 in 202, IT management consultant, was

part of the AfD since its foundation in 2013

10. Martin Hess, 51 years old, police officer, member of the AfD since 2013,

deputy spokesman of the AfD since 2018

11. Norbert Kleinwächter, 36 years old, teacher, member of the AfD since

2014

12. Steffen Kotré, 52 years old, engineer, member of the AfD since 2014

13. Sebastian Münzenmaier, 34 years old, insurance and financial investment

specialist, member of the AfD since 2013

14. Jörg Schneider, 56 years old, mechanical engineer, member of the AfD

since 2017

15. Martin Sichert, 43 years old, businessman, part of the AfD since 2013
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16. René Springer, 44 years old, political scientist, member of the AfD since

2015

17. Roman Johannes Reusch, 69 years old, lawyer, member of the AfD since

2013

18. Dr. Christian Wirth, 60 years old, lawyer, member of the AfD since 2015
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V.II Codebook

Name Description Files References

Beschreibung
Nationale
Identität
(Description
National
Identity)

This code encompasses any and all
events where the German national
identity was explicitly or implicitly
mentioned in the texts.

27 124

Bürger_in
(citizen)

This code was used whenever there was
an explicit mention of the term Bürger.
This code has subcodes, which further
divides the category Bürger into smaller
categories.

17 52

Arbeitnehmer_in
(worker)

This subcategory of Bürger shows the
different times where the citizens of
Germany were classified as workers.

4 5

Aufenthaltsdauer
(Duration of stay
in Germany)

This sub-code describes the instances
where citizens of Germany were defined
through how long they had lived in
Germany.

1 1

Der kleine Mann
(the simple man)

This category of Bürger shows the
classification of citizens as „ the simple
man“, a description used to describe
average citizens, without much money or
influence.

1 1

Einheimische
(natives)

This code was used when the citizens of
Germany were described as being native
to Germany.

1 1

Steuerzahler (tax
payer)

This code describes when tax paying was
used to define the category of a citizen.

10 18

Zivilgesellschaft
(civil society)

This sub-code is coded whenever a text
under the category Bürger also has a
mention of the civil society.

1 1

Demokratie
(democracy)

This code is used whenever texts directly
refer to democracy as a key definer of
the German national identity

1 2
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Deutschland
(Germany)

This code was used when the speeches
used direct mentions of Deutschland
(Germany) to describe the national
identity

4 4

Abendland
(western world)

This code was used when the country
Germany was referred to as the
Abendland (western world).

1 1

Bundesrepublik(f
ederal republic)

This code was used when instead of
Germany the country was referred to as
the Bundesrepublik (federal republic).

2 2

Der Bund (the
confederacy)

This code was used when Germany was
referred to as der Bund (the
confederacy).

1 1

Kultur (Culture) This code encompasses all direct and
indirect mentions of Kultur

4 6

Flagge (flag) This code was used whenever there was
a mention of the German flag when
describing Germany as a country.

3 3

Tradition
(tradition)

This code is used whenever there is an
implicit or explicit mention of the term
tradition.

2 2

Nation_national This code makes up the category of talk
about the nation and national thinking. It
is used whenever there is an explicit
mention of the word nation or national.

4 4

Siedlungsgebiet
(settlement area)

This code is used when Germany is
described as a settlement area.

2 2

Staat (state) This code encompasses all direct
mentions of Germany as a state.

4 4

Souveränität
(sovereignity)

This code is used when sovereignty is
mentioned in the context of the state.

3 3

Staatsgebiet This code is used when Germany is
described as a state-area.

1 1

Staatsvolk This code is used when those living in
Germany are described as the people of
the state.

1 1

Territorium
(territory)

This code is used whenever there are
direct or indirect descriptions of
Germany as a territory.

9 19
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Boden
(land/ground)

This code is used when the territory of
Germany is described as der Boden (the
land/ground).

1 1

Grenze (border) This code encompasses all direct
mentions of borders.

8 14

Deutsche
Grenzen (borders
of Germany)

This code encompasses all mentions of
Germanys borders.

3 3

Grenzen von der
EU_Europa
(borders of the
EU_Europe)

This code encompasses all mentions of
the external borders of the EU and
Europe.

3 4

Land (land) This code describes when Germany was
defined as das Land (the land).

2 2

Zielland (final
destination)

This code refers to when the country
Germany was described as das Zielland
(the destination country).

1 1

Europa_EU
(Europe_EU)

This code shows all mentions of Europe
or the EU in regard to the national
identity.

3 3

Familie (family) This code is used for all mentions of
family in relation to the national identity.

2 2

Frieden (peace) This code is used when there are
mentions of peace in relation to the
national identity.

2 2

Gerechtigkeit
(justice)

This code encompasses direct and
indirect mentions of justice in relation to
the treatment of Germans and the
treatment of migrants and refugees.

1 2

Geschlecht
(gender identity)

This code refers to mentions of gender in
relation to the national identity.

4 5

Sicherheit
deutscher Frauen
(safety of
German women

This code is used whenever there in an
explicit mention of the safety of German
women.

2 3

Gesellschaft
(Society)

This code shows all mentions of the
German society in claims of national
identity.

2 4
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Grundgesetz
(basic law)

This code is used whenever there are
direct mentions of the Grundgesetz
(basic law).

3 3

Heimat
(homeland)

This code refers to all mentions of the
concept of Heimat.

9 13

Nachhause
(Home)

This code encompasses all mentions of
the term Nachhause (home).

1 1

Pass(passport) This code is used when the possession of
a German passport was used to define
the belonging to Germany.

2 4

Sicherheit
(Security)

This code is used when there are
mentions of security in relation to
Germany.

4 11

Security of
EU_Europe

This code is used whenever there are
explicit mentions of the security of
Europe or the EU.

1 1

Sprache
(language)

This code refers to mentions of the
German language as exclusionary
criteria of belonging.

4 7

Vernunft (reason) This code encompasses al mentions of
reason in relation to a common national
identity.

1 1

Volk (the people) This code refers to mentions of the Volk
(the people) of Germany.

3 3

Werte (values) This term is used when there was
explicit and implicit mention of common
German values.

2 2

Willkommenskult
ur (welcoming
culture)

This code encompasses direct mentions
of the Willkommenskultur in Germany

4 4

Wirtschaft
(economy)

This code refers to mentions of the
German economy as describing a
commonality amongst Germans.

3 7

Finanzen
(finances)

This code encompasses all mentions of
finances in relation to Germanys
economy.

3 6

Description of
the Other

This code encompasses all direct and
indirect mentions of an Other.

26 137
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Categorization of
different migrants
&refugees

This code refers to all direct and indirect
categorizations of different types of
migrants and refugees. It has sub-codes,
which are divided into different direct
mentions of different types of refugees
and migrants.

7 12

(Un)echte
Migrant_innen
und Geflüchtete
(un)real migrants
and refugees

This code refers to direct mentions of
real migrants and refugees and unreal
migrants and refugees.

7 8

Afrika & Orient
(Africa and the
Orient)

This code is used whenever the origin of
the refugees and migrants was
determined to be either the Africa or the
Orient.

5 8

Analphabet_in
(Illiteracy)

This code encompasses the
characterization of migrants and refugees
as being illiterate.

1 1

Bootsmigrant_in
nen (boat
migrants)

This code refers to the description of
some migrants as boat migrants.

1 1

Wirtschaftsflüchtl
inge (economic
refugees)

This code refers to the description of
some refugees as being economic
refugees.

2 2

Age This code is used whenever there is a
reference to the age of migrants and
refugees, which determines whether that
person should be allowed to seek asylum
in Germany or not.

3 4

Ausländer_innen
(foreigner)

This code refers to direct mentions of
people who are not from Germany as
Ausländer_innen (foreigners).

1 1

Fremde (alien This code refers to direct mentions of
people who are not from Germany as
Ausländer_innen (foreigners).

1 1

Gender This code refers to mentions of the
gender as a defining marker of the Other

6 6

Klimaflüchtlinge
(climate
refugees)

This code refers to direct descriptions of
refugees as Klimaflüchtlinge (climate
refugees).

1 2
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Kriminalität
(crime)

This code refers to the implicit or
explicit mention of crime in regards to
migration.

15 33

Betrug (fraud) This code encompasses mentions of
fraud in relation to migration.

4 8

Gefährder
(potential
offender)

This code is used when foreigners are
described as potential offenders.

1 1

Illegale
Migration (illegal
migration)

This code refers to the explicit
characterization of some migration as
being illegal.

6 7

Religion This code encompasses all mentions of
religion.

10 25

Terror This code refers to the mention of terror
and terrorism in combination with
mentions of religion.

5 14

Verschleierung
(veiling)

This code refers to mentions of veiling in
relation to religion.

1 1

Sozialtourismus
(benefit tourism)

This code refers to the description of
migrants and refugee flows as benefit
tourism.

1 1

Wirtschaftsmigra
nt (economic
migrant)

This code encompasses direct mentions
of the classification of some migrants as
economic migrants.

1 1

Description
Migration

This code is divided into sub-codes
which are different descriptions of the
category of migration.

0 0

Ansturm (surge) 1 1

Asyltourismus
(asylum tourism)

1 1

Damm Einbruch
(dam breakage)

1 1

Fließband
(conveyor belt)

1 2

Flut (flood) 1 1

Karawane
(Caravan)

1 1
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Krise oder
Problem (crisis or
problem)

2 4

Masseneinwande
rung (mass
immigration)

1 1

Migrationstrip
(migration trip)

1 1

Postkoloniale
Politik
(postcolonial
politics)

1 1

Shuttle Service 1 1

Strom (current) 1 1

Welle (wave) 1 1

Reasons for
Migration

This code encompasses all instances
where reasons for the migration were
mentioned.

8 11

Sozialsystem
(welfare system)

This code refers to mentions of the
welfare system in Germany as reasons
for migration.

7 10

Lockung
(enticement)

This code refers to specific mentions of
enticement for migrants and refugees
due to the welfare system in Germany.

4 5

Gegenüberstellun
g Deutsch &
Ausländer_in
(Comparison
German &
Foreigner)

This code refers to instances where the
German national identity and the identity
of the Others were mentioned as
opposing categories.

10 17
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