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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the impact of industrial growth on housing affordability in Skellefted,
Sweden, utilizing a combination of quantitative and qualitative data sources. The analysis
encompasses data from Statistics Sweden, interviews, and surveys to explore the complex
relationship between industrial expansion, population dynamics, and housing affordability.
The findings reveal a substantial increase in the population of Skellefted attributed to
industrial expansion, leading to heightened pressure on the housing market and significant
challenges in accessing affordable housing. Respondents to interviews and surveys
overwhelmingly agreed that industrial expansion has significantly impacted housing
affordability in the municipality. The study identifies key factors contributing to changes in
housing affordability, including population size, inflation rate, and housing cost, providing
valuable insights for policymakers and practitioners. The evaluation of local policies and
initiatives highlights the need for targeted interventions to address the housing affordability
crisis. While the study provides valuable insights, potential limitations, and biases, such as
self-reported data and sample representativeness, should be considered. Overall, the study
contributes to a deeper understanding of the intricate relationship between industrial
growth and housing affordability, with implications for evidence-based policy and practice in

urban development and housing policy.

Word count: 10,024 words



INTRODUCTION

In urban development studies, the dynamic connection between industrial expansion and
housing affordability is an important field of study (Carmona et al., 2017). Skelleftea
Municipality has recently had notable economic growth in Sweden's northern region, mainly
due to its rapidly expanding industrial sector. The municipality has historically been known
for its mining industry, particularly in extracting base metals like gold, silver, zinc, and
copper. However, in recent years, Skellefted has transformed, embracing innovation and
sustainability to become a hub for clean technology and renewable energy. This shift has
attracted significant investment and led to the establishment of new industries, thereby

driving economic growth and spurring population growth.

An important example is the arrival of Northvolt, a giant start-up that manufactures electric
vehicle batteries, with its giga-factory located in Skellefted. Its arrival has also been
accompanied by its subsidiary, Revolt, which specializes in recycling old, and by-products of
electric vehicle batteries. Some of its international suppliers of raw materials, like Dongjin
Sweden AB, and other businesses which include several contractors, have also been
attracted to Skellefted; and other local businesses that sprang up within the same period.

This development has given birth to over 3000 new jobs and residents in Skelleftea.

The influx of new residents, coupled with an expanding workforce, exerts pressure on the
housing market, leading to increased demand for both rental and owner-occupied housing.
This surge in demand often outpaces the rate of new housing construction, resulting in a
discrepancy between supply and demand, which can drive up housing prices and rents. The
need for housing has undoubtedly risen as the municipality's economy grows, posing
important concerns regarding the availability and affordability of housing options for its
residents. This thesis examines how industrial growth has impacted the Skelleftea

Municipality regarding housing affordability.

The connection between industrial expansion and housing affordability is multifaceted,
encompassing factors such as income levels, housing supply, land use policies, and
demographic trends. (Nelson et al., 2002). To ensure fair access to housing during economic
development, policymakers, urban planners, and stakeholders must thoroughly understand

these links.
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Numerous academics have endeavoured to elucidate the correlation between economic

expansion and housing affordability (e.g., Oluku & Cheng, 2021; Carmona et al.,, 2017;
Freeman & Schuetz, 2017). These explanations are often broad, encompassing various facets
of economic growth and assessing their impacts on housing affordability. As highlighted by
Oluku and Cheng (2021), the measurement of economic growth typically involves an
upsurge in the number of business establishments within key industrial sectors such as retail
trade, professional, scientific, and technical services, as well as information technology. The
comprehensive analysis of how these diverse elements, in conjunction with other economic
growth indicators, influence housing affordability may prove overly intricate, potentially
leading to the oversight of crucial factors. Consequently, attempting to concurrently gauge
the effects of all these aspects on housing affordability could result in the neglect of

significant components.

This dissertation, therefore, seeks to concentrate on the industrial expansion facet of
Skelleftea's regional economy and its impact on housing affordability. This will be achieved
through an examination of data and statistics on newly established enterprises,
demographic composition, household earnings, as well as housing prices and rental rates
spanning the period from 2014 to 2023. The impetus for this research stems from the
insights of Oluku and Cheng (2021), who underscore the significance of the proliferation of
new business establishments as a yardstick for business or economic growth. They
underscore the criticality of housing affordability by asserting that the absence of affordable
housing can detrimentally affect living standards and impede a region's economic

competitiveness.

This study examines the connection between Skellefted Municipality's industrial growth and
housing affordability, and it does so by utilizing a critical realism framework to help
illuminate the nuances of this relationship, drawing insights from urban economics, housing
studies, and regional development literature to analyse the complexities of the relationship
between industrial growth and housing affordability in Skellefted Municipality. The concepts
of critical realism include the need for causal explanations that disclose underlying
mechanisms and structures as well as the presence of an objective reality distinct from
human perception (Bhaskar, 2013). From this vantage point, it is possible to conduct a

thorough examination of how industrial growth exemplified by the emergence of companies
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like Northvolt and its subsidiaries, impacts housing affordability by attracting new residents

and workers, thereby increasing demand for housing. By synthesizing existing theoretical
frameworks and empirical findings, this research seeks to provide a nuanced understanding

of how economic dynamics influence housing affordability dynamics at the local level.

The study's importance stems from its capacity to enhance scholarly discussions as well as
its usefulness for policymakers as well as practitioners involved in the creation of urban
development and housing policies. Through illuminating how industrial expansion affects
housing affordability, this study seeks to provide evidence for evidence-based decision-
making procedures that promote equitable and sustainable urban development in Skelleftea

Municipality.
Research Aim and Questions

The goal of this study is to examine how the Skellefted Municipality in Sweden has been
affected by industrial growth in terms of housing affordability. The research aims to
contribute to scholarly discussions on housing affordability as it is affected by industrial
growth, as well as offer ideas that can guide empirically supported policymaking and urban
development initiatives targeted at promoting equitable and sustainable housing solutions
in the municipality by examining the relationship between economic dynamics and housing
affordability. The following inquiries are addressed in the thesis: How has industrial
expansion impacted Skellefted Municipality's housing affordability? What are the key factors
contributing to changes in housing affordability in the context of industrial expansion? To
what extent have local policies and initiatives addressed housing affordability challenges in

the face of industrial growth?

These questions are founded on the philosophical principles of critical realism to unravel
deeper causal mechanisms and socio-political structures shaping housing affordability in
Skelleftea by combining quantitative analysis of observable empirical phenomena with
qualitative inquiry. The last two research questions are also approached theoretically based
on the theories of urban political economy from the literature on housing affordability,

regional development, and urban studies.

Understanding the effects of industrial growth on housing affordability in Skelleftea

Municipality is paramount for several reasons. Firstly, as the municipality experiences rapid
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economic expansion driven by its clean technology and renewable energy sectors, there is a

pressing need to ensure that this growth translates into accessible and affordable housing
options for all residents. Secondly, addressing housing affordability challenges is crucial for
promoting social inclusion, reducing inequality, and fostering sustainable urban
development. By investigating these issues, this research aims to contribute to scholarly
work on housing affordability and offer valuable insights to policymakers, urban planners,
and stakeholders engaged in housing policy formulation and implementation in Skelleftea

and beyond.

While this study aims to analyse the relationship between industrial growth and housing
affordability in Skellefted Municipality, certain delimitations should be acknowledged. First,
the focus of the research is primarily on housing affordability within the municipal
boundaries of Skellefted, with limited exploration of surrounding regions or national housing
policies. Additionally, the study primarily relies on quantitative data analysis, supplemented
by qualitative insights from relevant literature, interviews, and expert opinions.
Furthermore, the research focuses on understanding housing affordability challenges from a
macro-level perspective, with limited exploration of individual household financial
circumstances or micro-level housing market dynamics. By delimiting the scope of the study,
the research aims to provide a focused and in-depth analysis of the identified research
guestions while acknowledging the broader context and complexities of the housing

affordability issue in Skelleftea Municipality.
LITERATURE REVIEW — INDUSTRIAL GROWTH AND HOUSING AFFORDABILITY

A literature review on the effects of industrial growth on housing affordability in Skelleftea
municipality, Sweden reveals a complex interplay between economic development,
urbanization, and housing dynamics. Industrial growth has historically been associated with
both positive and negative impacts on housing affordability. While some studies suggest that
industrial growth can lead to improved housing affordability due to increased economic
opportunities and investments (Januario et al., 2023), others highlight the negative
consequences such as poor housing conditions and affordability challenges resulting from
rapid urbanization and industrial expansion (Lazuka et al., 2016). Although their work does

not directly address analysing the effects of industrial growth on housing affordability, it
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discusses the impact of industrial growth on mortality rates due to poor housing and

working conditions in cities, which could be a related aspect to consider in the literature
review. Oluku & Cheng (2021) explore the relationship between housing affordability and
business growth in different industrial sectors. Their study, although focused on U.S. data,
provides insights into how the expansion of industries can influence housing affordability
trends. By examining this relationship, it becomes possible to extrapolate how similar
dynamics might play out in Skellefted, considering the municipality's unique industrial
landscape. To guide the discussion in this section, the literature review will be discussed
under the points: industrial growth and housing affordability, housing market dynamics in

Sweden, policy responses and interventions.

The effects of industrial growth on housing affordability are multifaceted. Studies indicate
that industrial dynamics can have contradictory effects on the local labour market, leading
to challenges such as the lack of affordable housing and gentrification processes (Zeller,
2010). Economic and population growth, often associated with industrial development, have
been identified as factors contributing to the worsening of housing affordability in some
contexts (Worthington & Higgs, 2013). In the context of Skelleftea, where industrial growth
is a prominent feature, the research by Worthington & Higgs (2013) on macro drivers of
housing affordability becomes relevant. While their study focuses on Australia, the insights
into how economic and population growth can impact housing affordability are transferable
to the Swedish setting. Understanding these macro-level drivers is essential when analysing
the effects of industrial growth on housing affordability in Skellefted. However, the
relationship between industrial growth and housing affordability is not always
straightforward, as evidenced by research showing that regional economic growth may not

necessarily have a negative impact on the production of affordable housing (Anthony, 2006).

Gustafsson (2019) provides insights into the spatial, financial, and ideological trajectories of
public housing in Malmo, Sweden. By focusing on restructuring, gentrification, and ideology
within the context of public housing, this study offers valuable perspectives on how
industrial growth may influence housing affordability dynamics in urban areas. The
examination of these trajectories sheds light on the interplay between industrial
development, housing market changes, and affordability challenges, contributing to a

nuanced understanding of the impact of industrial growth on housing affordability
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Voith and Wachter (2009) highlighted the complex interplay between urban growth and

housing affordability. This conflict underscores the challenges faced in balancing the
expansion of urban areas with ensuring that housing remains accessible and affordable for
all segments of the population. The increasing demand for housing in rapidly growing urban
centres often leads to rising property values and housing costs, making it difficult for low
and middle-income individuals to find affordable housing options (Squires & Hutchison,
2021). Proponents of smart growth support policies that increase the diversity and
affordability of housing. They propose that in contrast to places predominately composed of
low-density, single-family homes, neighbourhoods with higher densities, a range of dwelling
types, and mixed land use can better address the housing demands of low-income
households (Aurand, 2010). These strategies seek to solve the problem of housing
affordability by developing more sustainable and inclusive urban environments that serve a

wide variety of socioeconomic classes.

The work of Voith and Wachter (2009) further sheds light on the complex interplay between
urban growth and housing affordability. Addressing this conflict requires a multifaceted
approach that considers the social, economic, and policy dimensions of housing provision in
rapidly expanding urban areas. By implementing smart growth practices and inclusive urban
development strategies, cities can work towards creating more affordable and liveable

housing options for their residents.

The housing market dynamics in Sweden have been extensively researched, covering various
aspects such as new residential supply, apartment price dynamics, housing precarity,
housing market bubbles, discrimination, and the relationship between housing and the
financial market. Studies have investigated the long-term dynamics of new residential supply
in major Swedish cities, analysing how market fundamentals influence construction and
housing conversions (Engerstam et al., 2022). Research has also explored the impact of
macroeconomic factors on apartment price dynamics in Swedish cities (Engerstam, 2021).
Also, investigations into housing market precarity in cities like Malmo have highlighted the
challenges residents face in accessing stable housing (Listerborn, 2021). Studies have
examined the presence of housing bubbles in the Swedish real estate market, emphasizing
the risks associated with speculative behaviour (Asal, 2019). Discrimination in the housing

market based on names has been documented, showing variations in callback rates for
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ethnic minority groups in Sweden (Molla et al., 2022). Additionally, research has explored

the intersection of housing with real estate economics and finance, covering topics such as
short-term accommodations, housing price dynamics, and negotiation dynamics between
buyers and sellers in various housing markets (Li, 2022). These studies collectively contribute
to a comprehensive understanding of housing market dynamics in Sweden, addressing
issues of supply, pricing, discrimination, precarity, and financial implications within the

housing sector.

In the Swedish context, where Skellefted municipality is situated, the effects of industrial
growth on housing affordability may be influenced by specific local factors and policies.
Research on Swedish municipalities has highlighted the challenges posed by housing
shortages due to population growth and demographic changes (Heller et al.,, 2022).
Additionally, studies have explored the impact of municipal land and building policies on
apartment sizes in new residential construction, indicating that regulatory measures can

affect housing dynamics (Engerstam et al., 2023).

Addressing housing affordability challenges requires a multifaceted approach encompassing
regulatory reforms, housing supply initiatives, and targeted affordability measures (Nelson
et al., 2022). In examining the debate surrounding policy interventions and responses to the
impact of industrial growth on housing affordability, it is crucial to consider the effectiveness
and implications of various policy measures. Connell-Variy et al. (2021) discuss policy
interventions designed to address critical issues related to development, availability, and
affordability in the context of housing markets affected by resource sector fluctuations. This
research provides insights into the role of policy responses in mitigating challenges arising

from industrial growth.

Moreover, Marquardt & Glaser (2023) compare social housing policies in Berlin and Vienna,
highlighting the balance between state intervention and market mechanisms in shaping
housing affordability. The study underscores the importance of understanding the historical
context and long-term implications of policy interventions in the housing sector.
Additionally, Moreno & Wooders (2016) explore dynamic markets for housing, emphasizing

the role of policy interventions in enhancing market performance and liquidity.
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Furthermore, Stylianides et al. (2021) examine the marketization of housing policy and

individual interventions in addressing structural housing issues, shedding light on the
evolving nature of policy responses to housing challenges. Understanding the shift towards
market-oriented policies is essential for evaluating the effectiveness of interventions in

ensuring housing affordability amidst industrial growth.

Despite the existing body of literature on housing affordability and its relationship with
industrial growth, there is a notable research gap in understanding the nuanced interplay
between government intervention policies and their effectiveness in addressing housing
affordability challenges in the context of industrial growth. While some studies have
explored the impact of monetary policy on real house price growth Gupta et al. (2010) and
the environmental and social impacts of rapid industrialization on housing (Hossain &
Huggins, 2021), there is a lack of comprehensive research focusing specifically on the
efficacy of government interventions in mitigating housing affordability issues exacerbated
by industrial growth. For instance, the existing literature provides insights into the factors
influencing housing affordability, such as urban productivity (Gurran et al., 2021), affordable
housing policies (Shi et al.,, 2016), and sustainability-oriented innovation adoption
(Moghayedi et al., 2022). However, there is a need for research that specifically examines
the effectiveness of government policies, such as affordable housing programs, rent control
measures, or urban planning regulations, in ensuring housing affordability in the face of
rapid industrial expansion. One of the research questions raised in this study addresses this
gap. To what extent have local policies and initiatives addressed housing affordability

challenges in the face of industrial growth?

Finally, the debate on policy interventions and responses to the impact of industrial growth
on housing affordability is multifaceted. By synthesizing research on housing market
dynamics, social housing policies, and government interventions, policymakers can develop
informed strategies to promote sustainable and inclusive housing practices amidst industrial

expansion.

The literature review section concludes by emphasizing the complex relationship that exists
between industrial growth and housing affordability. Urban change, housing shortages, and

affordability concerns are some of the difficulties that come with industrial expansion, even
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though it can also present economic opportunity. Legislators and urban planners must

comprehend these processes to create policies that effectively advance inclusive and

sustainable housing within the framework of industrial growth.
METHODOLOGY/PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE

To examine how industrial growth has affected housing affordability in Sweden's Skelleftea
Municipality, this study used a mixed-methods research methodology. Semi-structured
interviews provide qualitative insights, which are integrated with quantitative analysis of
secondary data in the research design. Surveys were also conducted to complement the
data. With the combination of statistical analysis, contextual knowledge, and stakeholder

views, this technique enables a multimodal investigation of the research issue.

This study is based on the critical realism school of philosophy, which emphasizes the
existence of an objective reality separate from human perception, and the necessity of
causal explanations that reveal underlying mechanisms and structures (Bhaskar, 2013). This
school of thought is suitably popular with social science studies and consistent with housing

affordability studies (Taylor, 2018).

Critical realism suggests that reality consists of a stratified, causally structured domain
comprising empirical events, underlying mechanisms, and emergent properties (Bhaskar,
2013). The chosen methodology acknowledges this ontological perspective by adopting a
mixed-methods approach that combines quantitative analysis of observable empirical
phenomena with qualitative investigation to uncover deeper causal mechanisms and socio-
political structures shaping housing affordability in Skellefted Municipality. This configuration
recognizes the existence of underlying socio-economic structures and mechanisms
influencing housing dynamics, while also acknowledging the importance of empirical data in

uncovering observable patterns and trends.

Critical realism highlights the necessity for intermediate theories that connect empirical data
and abstract theoretical conceptions from an epistemological perspective (Sayer, 1992). The
methodology that has been employed respects this epistemological position by combining
qualitative research with quantitative data analysis to create empirically supported
explanations of the connections between housing affordability, industrial growth, and policy

responses in Skellefted Municipality. While qualitative research offers insights into the
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underlying mechanisms, social structures, and contextual elements driving these events,

guantitative analysis provides empirical data of observable trends and relationships. The
research produces middle-range ideas that clarify the intricate causal processes
underpinning housing affordability outcomes by triangulating quantitative and qualitative
findings. Secondary data from Statistics Sweden provide quantitative information on
economic indicators, housing market dynamics, demographic trends, and policy
interventions relevant to Skelleftea Municipality. Key variables of interest include statistics of
newly started companies, population composition, employment levels, housing prices,
rental rates, household income distribution, housing construction rates, and regulatory

policies affecting the housing market.

Key players, such as local government representatives, real estate agents, and residents,
participated in the semi-structured interviews and surveys conducted. Participants'
perspectives, experiences, and thoughts about the connection between Skelleftea
Municipality's industrial growth and housing affordability were investigated through
interviews and surveys. To identify participants who represent a range of viewpoints and
positions across the housing market and urban development sectors for the interviews and
surveys, purposive sampling was used. To capture a wide spectrum of perspectives, efforts
were taken to guarantee representation from various stakeholder groups and socioeconomic

backgrounds.

Quantitative data were analysed using descriptive statistics. The purpose of this analysis is to
find patterns and trends between affordability metrics, housing market dynamics, and
economic indicators; and to present the results in a visually simple way. The qualitative
information gathered from the interviews was evaluated with the themes-based method.
Using this method, important insights and viewpoints on the research issue are clarified by
looking for recurrent themes, patterns, and narratives in the data. To validate, enhance, and
broaden the understanding gained from every data source, results from quantitative and
qualitative studies were triangulated. Strengthening the validity and dependability of the

study's conclusions is the convergence of findings across approaches.

By employing a mixed-methods approach integrating quantitative and qualitative data

collection and analysis techniques, this study aims to provide a nuanced understanding of
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the effects of industrial growth on housing affordability in Skelleftea Municipality, Sweden.

The mixed-methods approach aligns with critical realism's emphasis on explanatory depth,
ontological stratification, and causal analysis (Danermark et al., 2019). By combining
guantitative and qualitative methods, the research seeks to uncover both surface-level
patterns and deeper causal mechanisms influencing housing affordability. Quantitative
analysis enables the identification of empirical trends and correlations, while qualitative
inquiry provides context-rich insights into the social, political, and economic dynamics at
play. This methodological synergy allows for a holistic understanding of housing affordability

in Skellefted Municipality, grounded in both empirical findings and theoretical explanation.

Additionally, the methodology is consistent with critical realism's emphasis on
transformational potential and practical significance (Sayer, 2000). The project attempts to
provide evidence for evidence-based policymaking and urban development plans in
Skelleftea Municipality by producing empirically informed theories of housing affordability
dynamics. This methodology facilitates the formulation of empirically based theories that
augment our comprehension of socio-economic dynamics and guide transformational action

to achieve more sustainable and equitable results in urban development.

The possible drawbacks and restrictions of this study technique must be acknowledged. It is
difficult to ensure an effective complementarity between the various data sources when
integrating qualitative and quantitative data in a mixed methods study. It can also require a
lot of time, money, and experience to undertake a mixed methods study. | understand these
limitations and therefore undertook to make the most of the resources at my disposal to

enhance the quality and reliability of the study's conclusions.
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

This section serves as a foundational structure that guides the study by relying on
established theories and explanations of the phenomenon of housing affordability as
affected by industrial growth (Ahmad et al., 2019). It provides a blueprint for the thesis and
fulfils several essential purposes (Heale & Noble, 2019). Theoretical frameworks are crucial
as they help in interpreting and explaining the phenomenon under study and aid in clarifying
assumptions and relationships related to the studied phenomenon (Luft et al., 2022). This

section therefore aims to provide a structured approach that integrates existing theories,
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concepts, and empirical research to lay the groundwork for the research. Thus, it provides a

conceptual understanding of housing affordability and goes on to provide an understanding
of the theory of urban political economy, and how it impacts the study. It also delves into
explaining the key factors that affect changes in housing affordability from the existing

literature and provides a review of policies and initiatives in addressing housing affordability.
Housing affordability as a concept

The concept of housing affordability is complex and has a significant impact on how much
housing prices cost families and people (Wang et al., 2019). It is described as a household's
capacity to cover housing costs without unduly restricting non-housing expenditures
(Jiburum et al., 2021). With early viewpoints that connected economic principles and social
norms to more recent perspectives that emphasize the effects of urbanization,
financialization of housing, and urban restructuring on lower- and middle-class households

in cities, this idea has changed over time (Haffner & Hulse, 2021).

In recent years, housing affordability has become a common metric used to summarize
housing challenges in many countries (Gambo, 2022). Various approaches have been
proposed to measure housing affordability, including the residual income approach, which
considers the income remaining after housing costs to determine affordability standards
(Stone, 2006). Additionally, housing affordability is assessed based on the proportion of
housing expenditure to total household income, reflecting the financial strain housing costs

may impose (Sekace & Viesturs, 2021).

The definition of housing affordability varies across contexts, encompassing factors such as
housing costs, household income, and housing standards (Brysch, 2019). It is also associated
with the ability of households to purchase or rent a home, maintain it, and cover other living
expenses without facing financial distress (Hassan et al., 2018). Moreover, housing
affordability is crucial for socio-economic stability, as it influences the capacity of households

to sustain homeownership and maintain financial well-being (Ghumare et al., 2020).

The complexity of housing affordability extends to its intersection with sustainability
principles, particularly in the context of innovative and affordable housing solutions
(Moghayedi et al., 2021). Achieving affordable housing involves addressing not only cost

considerations but also sustainability, occupant health, and well-being (Moghayedi et al.,
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2021). Furthermore, the affordability of housing is intertwined with issues of housing

stability, quality, and behavioural responses to affordability challenges (Fedina et al., 2023)

To sum up this conceptualization, housing affordability is a multidimensional concept that
encompasses the financial burden of housing costs on households, the ability to maintain
housing while meeting other expenses, and the broader implications for socioeconomic
stability and well-being. Understanding and addressing housing affordability require a
comprehensive approach that considers income levels, housing costs, sustainability

principles, and the diverse needs of different population groups.
Housing affordability and urban political economy

Urban political economy provides a framework for understanding the intricate relationships
between economic forces, political structures, and urban development processes. By
examining the political and economic dynamics shaping urban environments, one can gain
valuable insights into how industrial growth influences housing affordability and access to
adequate housing. The theory of urban political economy allows for an analysis of how
industrial expansion can lead to shifts in land use patterns, property values, and housing
markets within urban areas. It helps in understanding how economic policies, regulatory
frameworks, and power dynamics between different actors, such as businesses, government
entities, and residents, impact housing affordability outcomes. By considering the political
economy of urban development, researchers can explore the distribution of resources, the
allocation of public funds, and the implementation of housing policies in response to

industrial growth.

Urban political economy sheds light on the role of governance structures, institutional
arrangements, and power relations in shaping housing affordability challenges. It provides a
lens through which to examine the influence of economic interests, lobbying efforts, and
urban planning decisions on housing availability and affordability. Understanding the
political economy of urban development is crucial for identifying systemic barriers to
affordable housing and designing effective policy interventions to address housing
affordability issues exacerbated by industrial growth. By incorporating the theory of urban
political economy into the study of the impact of industrial growth on housing affordability,

we can analyse the broader socio-economic context in which housing dynamics unfold. This
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theoretical framework enables a comprehensive examination of the structural factors, policy

mechanisms, and power dynamics that influence housing affordability outcomes in urban

areas experiencing industrial expansion.

To ground the theory of urban political economy within a critical realist epistemological
position, it is crucial to comprehend the interplay between urban growth, housing
affordability, and societal structures. Critical realism emphasizes the importance of
uncovering the underlying structures and mechanisms that influence social phenomena
(Xue, 2022). This perspective is particularly valuable in urban political economy as it enables
a more profound analysis of the societal forces impacting housing affordability amidst
industrial growth. In the realm of urbanization and sustainable development, the study by
(Bettencourt et al., 2007) underscores the global trend toward urbanization and the
necessity for a predictive theory of urban organization. This viewpoint is consistent with
critical realism, which seeks to identify the fundamental mechanisms and structures driving
urban development. Understanding the urban rhythm and the forces propelling urbanization
allows critical realism to provide important new perspectives on the workings of urban

political economy.

Furthermore, the work by Xue (2022) stresses the significance of critical realist theory in
assessing the social, economic, and environmental impacts of beliefs and ideologies
integrated into planning processes. This is especially pertinent in the context of housing
affordability, where political and economic ideologies can significantly influence urban
development policies. Critical realism facilitates a nuanced analysis of these ideologies and

their implications on housing affordability within the urban landscape.

Drawing on the work of Ward & Aalbers (2016) in their exploration of land rent theory and
the political economy of urban development, we can establish a link between industrial
growth and its impacts on housing affordability. They reveal the intricate connections
between economic rent, affordable housing, and monopoly within urban landscapes,
providing a theoretical lens to analyse how industrial expansion influences housing
affordability dynamics. By applying their insights, we can examine how industrial growth
may lead to shifts in land values, rent structures, and housing market dynamics, ultimately

impacting the affordability of housing in urban areas experiencing economic transformation.
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Also, their discussion on the financialization of housing and the political economy approach

offers a critical perspective on the commodification of urban land and the implications for
housing affordability. By considering the interplay between financial interests, property
markets, and urban development processes, we can explore how industrial growth may
contribute to the financialization of housing, potentially exacerbating affordability
challenges for residents. This theoretical framework enables a deeper understanding of the
power dynamics, speculative practices, and regulatory mechanisms that shape housing

affordability outcomes in the context of industrial expansion.

The work of Petal et al. (2020) explores urban vulnerability, resilience, and the political
economy of decision-making, offering valuable insights that can be linked to the discussion
of the impact of industrial growth on housing affordability. Their research emphasizes the
importance of understanding the societal and institutional factors that shape urban
resilience and vulnerability, highlighting the role of governance structures in addressing
housing affordability challenges in the context of industrial expansion. By drawing on Petal
et al.'s (2020) insights, one can explore how urban governance mechanisms, policy
interventions, and decision-making processes influence housing affordability outcomes
amidst industrial growth. The study provides a framework for analysing the socio-economic
dynamics that underpin housing affordability issues, shedding light on the complexities of

urban development and the distribution of resources within growing industrial areas.

Similarly, the mobilization-governance framework proposed by McGovern (2020) provides
an attractive perspective for examining how industrial growth affects the affordability of
housing. We may analyse the power relationships and governance frameworks that impact
housing dynamics throughout industrial growth by utilizing the framework's findings. This
approach enables a thorough analysis of how industrial growth interacts with regulatory
frameworks, policy interventions, and urban planning choices to influence the results of
housing affordability. It offers a solid theoretical framework for comprehending the intricate
relationships that exist between political systems, economic forces, and housing dynamics in

urban regions that are undergoing industrial development.
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Key factors affecting changes in housing affordability
Housing affordability is a multifaceted issue influenced by various factors that interact to
determine the accessibility of housing for different segments of the population. Several key
factors affecting changes in housing affordability have been identified in the literature.
Income, demand and supply dynamics, government policies, and socioeconomic factors are

some of the factors that affect changes in housing affordability.

Income plays a crucial role in housing affordability (Yap & Ng, 2018). Higher incomes
generally enable individuals to afford more expensive housing options, while lower incomes
may restrict access to affordable housing. Income is a crucial factor in determining housing
affordability, as emphasized in several studies (Soon & Tan, 2019; Hassan et al., 2018; Hing &
Singaravelloo, 2018; Sohaimi et al., 2018). The level of income directly influences an
individual's or household's ability to afford housing expenses. When assessing housing
affordability, the correlation between household income and housing costs is paramount.
Households that allocate a significant portion of their income to housing may encounter
difficulties in meeting other essential needs like food, transportation, and healthcare

(Alaghbari et al., 2011).

Research indicates that income significantly impacts housing affordability evaluations. For
example, the residual income approach is commonly utilized to assess housing affordability,
considering what households can spend on housing after covering other essential expenses
(Kumar & Shukla, 2022; Chatterjee & Chatterjee, 2013). This method helps ascertain if
housing costs align with a reasonable proportion of household income, ensuring individuals

can uphold a decent standard of living while fulfilling their housing requirements.

Demand and supply dynamics are essential to understanding housing affordability (Yap &
Ng, 2018). Changes in demand for housing, influenced by factors such as population growth
and urbanization (Archer, 2022), can affect the prices and availability of housing units.
Similarly, supply-side factors, including land use and construction regulations, can impact
housing affordability (Kuang & Li, 2012). Demand and supply dynamics are fundamental
determinants of housing affordability, influencing price levels, availability of housing options,
and the overall accessibility of housing for different income groups. For housing options to

be available and affordable for all demographic segments, there must be a balance between
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supply and demand for housing. Demand exceeding supply can cause prices to rise, making

housing less accessible for many people, particularly those with lower incomes. On the
other hand, a housing glut compared to demand could lead to lower prices, which could

improve affordability but present difficulties for investors and developers.

Studies emphasize the symbiotic relationship between house prices, demand, and supply
dynamics (Rangel et al., 2019). House prices, often set by developers, are influenced by the
interplay between demand and supply in both primary and secondary housing markets. The
financial capabilities of potential buyers and the ease of obtaining loans further impact
housing affordability. Understanding the demand for various types of affordable housing is
crucial for setting appropriate housing supply targets to address affordability challenges

effectively (Teshome, 2019).

Another major factor influencing housing affordability is government policy (Yap & Ng, 2018;
Hing & Singaravelloo, 2018; Algahtany, 2020; Cai & Wu, 2019). Regulations, incentives, and
interventions that directly affect the affordability of housing for various income levels are
among the tools available to policymakers to shape the housing market (Teshome, 2019).
Subsidies, incentives, and regulations on housing can have a direct effect on the cost and

availability of housing for households with low and moderate incomes.

Moreover, government policies can impact housing affordability by addressing income
distribution, borrowing capabilities, and housing market conditions (Rangel et al., 2019).
Policies that consider the borrowing capacity of households, income distribution patterns,
and the distribution of housing prices can help create a more equitable and affordable
housing market. Through targeted housing policies, governments can ensure that housing
costs align with the financial capacities of different income groups, thereby enhancing
overall housing affordability. The next section of this paper provides a brief overview of

certain policies and initiatives addressing housing affordability.

Research has shown that socioeconomic factors significantly influence housing affordability
(Kleshcheva, 2021; Ozturk et al.,, 2018; Worthington & Higgs, 2013). These factors
encompass a wide range of elements, such as income distribution, demographic changes,
public policies, and macroeconomic conditions. They all have an essential role to play in

determining the accessibility of housing for different segments of the population.
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One of the most significant socioeconomic factors affecting housing affordability is income

distribution (Kleshcheva, 2021). Unequal income levels among individuals and households
can lead to varying degrees of affordability challenges, with lower-income groups often
struggling to find suitable housing options. Demographic shifts also play a crucial role, as
changes in population composition and household structures can impact housing demand

and supply dynamics, thus influencing affordability (Kleshcheva, 2021).

Summarily, the dynamics of supply and demand, government policies, property prices, land
costs, income levels, macroeconomic considerations, and other socioeconomic variables all
have an impact on housing affordability, making it a complicated subject. To guarantee that
all societal segments have access to suitable and affordable housing, addressing housing
affordability necessitates a comprehensive strategy that takes these important elements into

account.
A brief overview of policies and initiatives addressing housing affordability

Various strategies have been implemented globally to enhance housing affordability. One
approach involves promoting age-friendly communities that encompass affordable housing,
safe outdoor spaces, convenient transportation options, opportunities for social
participation, and accessible health services (Jeste et al., 2016). However, challenges arise
when changes in policies increase development costs, reduce affordable units, and decrease

overall affordability (Tighe, 2010).

Several reasons, including an aging population and population increase in metropolitan
regions, have put pressure on Sweden's housing supply, making housing affordability a
pressing concern (Heller et al., 2022). With an emphasis on high-quality public housing,
Sweden's housing policy is influenced by its social democratic welfare state system (Hananel
et al., 2021). In contrast to market-oriented housing patterns found in nations such as the

US, Sweden places a strong emphasis on affordable rental housing (Phang, 2010).

Sweden has explored several approaches to deal with the affordability and housing shortage
issues. One strategy is increasing the supply of affordable housing by employing creative
solutions, such as serially produced home type approval (Granath, 2017). Furthermore,
Sweden has explored using partnerships and financial measures to enhance affordability

through loan guarantee laws like those in the Netherlands (Gibb, 2011). In addition, the
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nation has had to navigate obstacles relating to state aid regulations and competitive

standards for affordable housing in sectors that serve a large population, including housing

associations and municipal housing (Delclds & Vidal, 2021).

Housing regulations have a significant impact on societal well-being, as evidenced by the
correlation between the stability of couples in Sweden and many characteristics of the
housing market (Lauster, 2008). According to Heller et al. (2022), the investigation into
housing strategies in Swedish towns highlights the necessity of finding new approaches and

establishing objectives to deal with housing scarcity and population shifts.

In summary, Sweden's efforts to maintain housing affordability for its citizens are the result
of a multipronged strategy that includes financial measures, creative housing supply

solutions, and public housing legislation.
Theoretical Summary

The concept of housing affordability is complex and impacted by a range of factors, including
government regulations, socioeconomic conditions, demand and supply dynamics, and
income. The affordability of housing is significantly influenced by income levels, as greater
earnings can afford more expensive housing options, while lower wages may make housing
less affordable (Stone, 2006). The dynamics of supply and demand, which include elements
like urbanization and population increase, have an impact on housing unit costs and
availability, which affects affordability. The housing market is shaped for varying income
levels by government policies, such as rules and subsidies, which have a direct impact on
home affordability. The affordability of housing is also highly influenced by socioeconomic
issues, such as population shifts and income distribution, where different income levels

provide different affordability challenges.

Urban political economy offers a comprehensive framework for grasping the intricate
connections among political institutions, economic forces, and urban development
processes. This framework clarifies how industrial growth influences housing affordability by
scrutinizing the political and economic factors that mould metropolitan landscapes. The
interplay between political decisions, economic strategies, and urban development
initiatives plays a pivotal role in shaping the housing environment and determining the

accessibility of appropriate housing options. Through an analysis of the political and
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economic dynamics prevalent in urban settings, researchers can unveil the underlying

mechanisms propelling changes in housing affordability. This method allows for a nuanced
comprehension of how governmental policies, economic interests, and power structures

impact the availability and affordability of housing choices in metropolitan areas.

In a nutshell, tackling the issue of housing affordability necessitates a thorough strategy that
considers socioeconomic variables, government policies, demand and supply dynamics, and
income levels. Researchers can provide an organized strategy for comprehending and
resolving housing affordability issues in the context of industrial growth by including
theoretical frameworks such as urban political economics and taking important aspects

impacting changes in housing affordability into account.
OPERATIONALISATION - METHODS OF INQUIRY

Proceeding from theory to empirical analysis to explore the impact of industrial growth on
housing affordability in Skelleftea, Sweden, and to support the theory with empirical
findings, this section becomes necessary. This section aims to provide the reader with
detailed information on the operationalisation process the researcher undertook in
gathering and analysing data for this study. The operationalisation of variables and concepts
in this study was essential for systematically investigating the impact of industrial growth on
housing affordability in Skellefted. By employing a rigorous methodology and
operationalising key factors, the study aimed to provide valuable insights into the complex

dynamics influencing housing affordability in the context of industrial expansion.

A mixed-methods research approach was employed, incorporating quantitative data from
Statistics Sweden and surveys, with qualitative data from semi-structured interviews. The
operationalisation of key variables and concepts was guided by the established methodology

and framework to ensure the reliability and validity of the study.

Quantitative data sourced from Statistics Sweden encompassed statistics on newly
established enterprises, population figures, and tax revenues in Skellefted from 2014 to
2023, elucidating the concept of industrial expansion. Additional data included details on
household disposable income, average rental rates in leased accommodations, and the
number of completed residences in newly constructed buildings, serving as metrics for

affordability. A survey was conducted to complement the Statistics Sweden data and garner
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insights on key factors influencing shifts in housing affordability and the efficacy of policies

addressing this issue in Skelleftea municipality. Administered electronically using Google
forms, the survey encompassed responses from residents (both new and those residing in
Skelleftea for five to ten years) and local government representatives, yielding a total of
eighty-six responses. Qualitative data emanated from interviews with ten residents and two
real estate agents (selected randomly), providing perspectives on the ramifications of

industrial growth on housing affordability.

Industrial growth was operationalised through the count of newly registered companies,
population metrics, and tax revenues in Skelleftea municipality. Population dynamics were
gauged by the population trends in Skelleftea over a decade. Housing affordability was
operationalised via the average rent for a 3-room apartment, the proportion of income
allocated to housing expenses, and the accessibility of affordable housing alternatives. Key
factors influencing shifts in housing affordability were operationalised by evaluating the
impact of population size, inflation rates, housing expenses, population income levels, and

loan interest rates on housing affordability.

Quantitative data analysis from Statistics Sweden entailed descriptive statistics to discern
trends in industrial growth, population dynamics, and housing affordability. Survey
responses were also subjected to descriptive statistics to ascertain the key factors
influencing changes in housing affordability and the extent to which local policies have
addressed this issue. Qualitative data from interviews underwent thematic analysis to
extract insights into the repercussions of industrial growth on housing affordability and the

pivotal factors influencing this aspect.

To mitigate potential biases, measures were implemented to ensure the representativeness
of the sample in interviews and surveys. Transparent reporting of data collection and
analysis methodologies was upheld to bolster the study's credibility and reliability (refer to

appendices for further details).
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RESULTS - PRESENTATION OF FINDINGS

This segment showcases the data gathered from Statistics Sweden, interviews, and surveys
to investigate the influence of industrial development on housing affordability in Skelleftea.
Graphs and charts are utilized to visually represent the outcomes. The industrial growth in
Skellefted municipality, characterized by a substantial increase in population, became
apparent with the establishment of Northvolt, an electric vehicle battery manufacturer, and

other enterprises.

Figure 1: Newly started companies in Skelleftea
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Figure 1 displays data regarding the quantity of recently established enterprises in Skelleftea
spanning the period from 2014 to 2023. Over this timeframe, a total of 3,494 new
companies have been registered or initiated in Skellefted, encompassing both small-scale
and large-scale ventures. This progression has resulted in a substantial augmentation in the
population of Skellefted. Particularly noteworthy is the influx of a minimum of 4,000
additional residents (as depicted in Figure 2) in the municipality, primarily employed by

Northvolt and other emerging enterprises.
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Figure 2: Population of Skelleftea

Population by year. Skelleftea.
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Figure 2 depicts the population growth of Skellefted. The data clearly indicates a substantial
rise in the population of Skellefted, a trend that can be attributed to the industrial expansion
in the region. This surge in population has placed considerable strain on the existing housing

resources and could potentially influence housing affordability.

Figure 3: Tax revenue of Skelleftea

Taxes, total sum, SEK millions by year. Skelleftea, final tax, total 20 years.

60000 SEK millions

5,800.0
5,600.0
5,400.0
5,200.0
5,000.0
4,800.0
4,600.0
4,400.0

4,200.0

4,000.0

¥10Z
G0z
9102
2102
g0z
6102
0zoz
Lzoz
zeoe

year
Source: Statistics Sweden

Figure 3 illustrates a notable upsurge in tax income generated by the Skelleftea municipality
during the period of industrial expansion. This rise in tax revenue is linked to the growth in
population and commercial endeavours, thereby substantiating the concept of industrial

expansion in the region (Lestari & Yolanda, 2022).



Impact of industrial expansion on housing affordability in Skelleftea municipality v

Most of the participants in the survey (97%) and interviewees concurred that the expansion
of industries has had a notable impact on the affordability of housing in Skelleftea. Before
the establishment of Northvolt for instance, there was minimal strain on the housing market
in Skelleftea. Traditionally, a 3-room apartment would typically command a monthly rent
ranging from SEK 6,000 to SEK 7,000. However, in recent times, certain tenants are now
facing rental fees as high as SEK 15,000 to SEK 25,000 per month for similar types of
apartments in newly constructed buildings. When juxtaposed with the average household
monthly income of SEK 42,600 after tax (as depicted in Figure 6), these housing alternatives

become unaffordable.

Another significant challenge encountered by residents is the limited availability of housing.
While there are several reasonably priced apartments in older structures, the number of
such units is insufficient to accommodate the substantial demand from individuals seeking
housing. Real estate agencies utilize a queue point system to allocate the available
apartments. Registered members accrue one queue point per day, with the accumulation of
points increasing the likelihood of securing one of these apartments. Regrettably, this
system does not favour many new residents who possess only a limited number of queue
points. Consequently, many new residents encounter difficulties in securing affordable

apartments near their workplaces.

Figure 4: Number of completed dwellings in newly completed buildings

Completed dwellings in newly constructed buildings by year. Skelleftea.
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Figure 4 illustrates the quantity of recently constructed residences in Skelleftea in response

to the rising population, a joint effort by the municipality and developers. A sum of 1,719
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new dwellings was erected between 2014 and 2022. In juxtaposition with the population

surge in Skelleftea during the same timeframe, there exists a deficit of 659 residences. The
statistics become more concerning for the year 2023, which witnessed a population growth

of 2,140 compared to the preceding year.

Figure 5: Average rent in rented dwellings
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The data displayed in Figure 5 above indicates that the average rent for a 3-room apartment
in a municipality similar in size to Skelleftea (actual figures for Skelleftea are not available)
amounts to SEK 93,545 for the year 2022 or SEK 7,800 per month. In comparison to the
disposable income of households in Skelleftea during the same period (as depicted in Figure
6), which stands at SEK511,200 annually or SEK 42,600 monthly, it is observed that 18.3% of
the income is allocated towards housing expenses. This suggests that housing affordability is
relatively feasible. However, while this assertion holds logically, the average data presented
for the year 2022 may not accurately reflect the current situation in Skellefted, and the
situation is not the same for single individuals who may not earn as much. Furthermore, the
figures on the average rent in rented properties may not be precise for Skelleftea due to the

unavailability of specific rental data for the municipality.
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Therefore, it is prudent to rely on the insights provided by interviewees and respondents,

some of whom are grappling with exorbitant rental costs, indicating that housing

affordability in Skelleftea has been significantly influenced by industrial expansion.

Figure 6: Disposable income for households in Skelleftea

Disposable income for households by observations and year. Skelleftea, 18 years.
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Empirical analysis of key factors contributing to changes in housing affordability in

Skelleftea municipality

The feedback provided by interviewees regarding the factors influencing fluctuations in
housing affordability within the Skellefted municipality emphasizes five key factors that were
incorporated in the survey to gauge the extent of their influence on housing affordability.
The agreement of respondents with these factors impacting changes in housing affordability

is illustrated in Figure 7 below.

Figure 8: Factors contributing to changes in housing affordability
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The data depicted in Figure 7 above indicates that changes in housing affordability are

primarily influenced by population size. In addition to population size, which emerges as the
most influential factor affecting housing affordability, the inflation rate is identified as
another significant contributor. The inflation rate exerts its impact on housing affordability
through two main mechanisms. Firstly, concerning the supply side, it results in escalated
building costs, consequently driving up rental prices. As housing expenses surge,
affordability becomes a pressing issue. Secondly, from the demand perspective, the inflation
rate diminishes individuals' disposable income, thereby complicating the maintenance of a

satisfactory standard of living after settling housing expenditure.

Respondents ranked housing costs as the fourth most challenging factor. The cost of housing
itself is contingent upon the prevailing economic conditions. Respondents also highlighted
population income levels and loan interest rates as crucial determinants. Higher-income
levels enhance housing affordability, while lower income levels pose challenges to
affordability. Moreover, favourable interest rates alleviate the financial burdens associated

with housing costs.

To what extent have local policies and initiatives addressed housing affordability

challenges? — Empirical analysis

It is also the aim of the study to evaluate the extent local policies and initiatives have
addressed housing affordability challenges in the face of industrial growth. The result from

the respondents is shown in Figure 8 below.

Figure 8: Local policies and initiatives in housing affordability challenges in the face of

industrial growth
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The data presented in Figure 8 illustrates that most of the participants, approximately 52%,
express disagreement regarding the effectiveness of local policies in addressing the cost of
building materials. Furthermore, around 43% of the responses indicate that local policies
have not addressed the facilitation of constructing additional housing units. Similarly, 59% of
the participants report that local policies have failed to tackle the issue of rental prices for
residents. Additionally, 62% of the respondents assert that local policies have not
adequately considered the income levels of the inhabitants. Moreover, 57% of the responses

suggest that local policies have not effectively managed population growth in the region.

Only a minority, approximately 24% of the participants, agree that local policies have
occasionally addressed the cost of building materials, while an equal percentage believe that
these policies have frequently targeted this issue within the municipality. More than half of
the respondents, about 52%, agree that local policies have sporadically addressed the ease
of constructing additional housing units, whereas a small proportion (5%) argue that these
policies have frequently tackled this aspect within the municipality. Approximately 35% of
the participants agree that local policies have intermittently addressed concerns such as
rental prices, residents' income levels, and population control in the area. Consequently, a
small fraction of the respondents agree that local policies have frequently addressed these

issues.
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The findings of the study strongly suggest that there is a lack of comprehensive policies in

place to effectively address the challenges related to housing affordability in the Skelleftea

municipality.
DISCUSSION AND REFLECTION

The findings presented in the data analysis section shed light on the impact of industrial
growth on housing affordability in Skellefted, Sweden. The results indicate a significant
increase in the number of newly started companies in Skelleftea from 2014 to 2023,
accompanied by a substantial rise in the population of the municipality. This surge in
industrial activities and population has led to a notable increase in tax revenue for the

municipality, reflecting the economic impact of industrial expansion.

The impact of industrial expansion on housing affordability is evident in the substantial rise
in housing costs. The respondents overwhelmingly agreed that industrial expansion has led
to a significant increase in housing costs, making it challenging for residents to afford
suitable accommodation. The average rent for a 3-room apartment, for instance, has
increased substantially, surpassing the affordability threshold for many residents.
Additionally, the availability of affordable housing has become a major challenge, with a
limited number of apartments accommodating the growing population, leading to a queue

point system that disadvantages new residents.

The findings from the study on the impact of industrial growth on housing affordability in
Skelleftea, Sweden, align with previous research on sustainable housing affordability. The
exponential increase in publications on sustainable, innovative, and affordable housing
reflects the growing international and local attention on reducing the environmental impact
of housing and improving residents' quality of life, which resonates with the focus on

housing affordability in Skellefted amidst industrial expansion (Moghayedi et al., 2021).

The empirical analysis of key factors contributing to changes in housing affordability
highlights population size and inflation rate as the most significant factors. The increase in
population size has put pressure on housing availability and affordability, while the inflation
rate has impacted housing affordability through increased building costs and eroded
disposable income. Other factors such as housing cost, population income levels, and loan

interest rates also play a role in shaping housing affordability in Skellefted. These empirical
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findings support the factors linked to changes in housing affordability discussed earlier in the

theoretical framework. Both theory and findings agree on income, housing cost, population,

and other socioeconomic indices as key factors affecting changes in housing affordability.

The study's empirical analysis of key factors contributing to changes in housing affordability
in Skellefted municipality aligns with the work of (Worthington & Higgs, 2013), who have
examined macro drivers of housing affordability in Australia. Both studies underscore the
influence of economic and population growth on housing affordability, emphasizing the
need to consider broader socioeconomic factors in addressing housing challenges. This
parallels the current study's focus on the impact of industrial expansion on housing
affordability and the associated challenges faced by residents (Worthington & Higgs, 2013).
The Skellefted study's emphasis on the multifaceted nature of housing affordability,
including factors such as population size, inflation rate, housing cost, population income
levels, and loan interest rates, resonates with the broader discussions on macro drivers of
housing affordability and the impact of housing policies in different contexts (Worthington &
Higgs, 2013; Poon & Garratt, 2012). This highlights the interconnectedness of housing
affordability with economic, demographic, and policy factors, which is a common theme

across various studies.

The evaluation of local policies and initiatives in addressing housing affordability challenges
reveals a lack of adequate measures. Meanwhile, it was established theoretically earlier that
government policies affect housing affordability. Most of the respondents expressed that
local policies have not effectively addressed the cost of building materials, ease of building
more houses, rents for dwellers, income of residents, and population control in the area.
This indicates a gap in policy interventions to mitigate the impact of industrial growth on
housing affordability in Skelleftea. The study's assessment of local policies and initiatives in
addressing housing affordability challenges aligns with the research by Poon & Garratt
(2012), which evaluated UK housing policies to tackle housing affordability. Both studies
emphasize the significance of policy interventions in addressing housing affordability,
underscoring the need for comprehensive and targeted measures to alleviate housing

challenges (Poon & Garratt, 2012).
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The study's findings have significant policy implications, particularly in urban planning and

housing policy. The substantial increase in population due to industrial expansion has put
pressure on the housing market, leading to affordability challenges. This calls for the
development and implementation of targeted housing policies to address the growing
demand for affordable housing. Additionally, the evaluation of local policies and initiatives
revealed a lack of effective measures to mitigate the impact of industrial growth on housing
affordability, highlighting the need for policy reforms and interventions to ensure equitable

access to housing.

The findings underscore the urgent need for stakeholders, including local authorities,
developers, and housing agencies, to collaborate and innovate to address the housing
affordability crisis. The study's emphasis on the multifaceted nature of housing affordability,
including factors such as population size, inflation rate, and housing cost, highlights the
complexity of the issue and the need for comprehensive, multi-dimensional solutions. The
results also have implications for future research in the fields of urban development and
housing. The study's focus on the impact of industrial growth on housing affordability
provides a valuable foundation for further research into the dynamics of urban expansion
and its effects on housing markets. It also highlights the need for longitudinal studies to

track the evolving impact of industrial growth on housing affordability over time.

The study on the impact of industrial growth on housing affordability in Skellefted, Sweden,
may be subject to several limitations and potential biases that could affect the interpretation
and generalization of the results. It is essential to critically evaluate these factors to ensure
the validity and reliability of the findings. For example, the study's focus on a specific
geographical location, Skellefted, may limit the generalizability of the findings to other
regions. The unique socio-economic and demographic characteristics of Skellefted may not
be representative of broader housing market dynamics, potentially limiting the external
validity of the results. Also, the absence of comparative analysis with other municipalities or
regions could restrict the understanding of how industrial growth impacts housing

affordability in different contexts.

In summary, the findings of this study underscore the significant impact of industrial

expansion on housing affordability in Skellefted, Sweden. The surge in population, rise in
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rental prices, and inadequate policy responses highlight the pressing need for

comprehensive measures to address housing affordability challenges in the face of industrial
growth. The findings of the study on the impact of industrial growth on housing affordability
in Skellefted, Sweden, are consistent with previous research that has examined the complex
interplay of economic, policy, and environmental factors in shaping housing affordability.
The findings contribute to the broader discourse on sustainable and affordable housing,
particularly in the context of industrial growth. The study's alignment with previous research
on sustainable housing affordability and its unique focus on the impact of industrial growth
in a specific location enriches the understanding of the complex dynamics influencing

housing affordability.
CONCLUSION

The findings of this study unravel the significant impact of industrial growth on housing
affordability in Skellefted, Sweden. The multifaceted analysis, incorporating data from
Statistics Sweden, interviews, and surveys, has revealed the complex interplay between
industrial expansion, population dynamics, and housing affordability. The implications of
these findings are far-reaching and have critical relevance for policymakers, urban planners,

housing agencies, and researchers.

The manifold nature of housing affordability, as revealed by the study, emphasizes the
complexity of the issue and the necessity for holistic approaches to urban development and
housing policy. The substantial increase in population due to industrial expansion has placed
immense pressure on the housing market, leading to soaring rental costs and limited
availability of affordable housing options. This resonates with the work of Brett Christophers
on rentier capitalism and its implications for housing markets (Christophers, 2021). This
system focuses on extracting value through asset ownership or control, often exploiting
artificial or natural scarcities, quality, or productivity. This economic model is characterized
by the appropriation of value rather than its production, with income primarily stemming
from owning, possessing, or controlling scarce assets. This calls for the development and
implementation of effective housing policies that consider the diverse factors influencing

housing affordability, including population size, inflation rate, and housing costs.
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The evaluation of local policies and initiatives revealed a lack of comprehensive measures to

mitigate the impact of industrial growth on housing affordability, highlighting the need for
policy reforms and collaborative efforts among stakeholders. The study's emphasis on the
unique socio-economic and demographic characteristics of Skellefted underscores the
importance of context-specific interventions tailored to address the housing affordability

crisis in the region.

Furthermore, the study's focus on the impact of industrial growth on housing affordability
contributes to the broader discourse on sustainable and affordable housing, providing
valuable insights for urban planners, policymakers, and housing agencies. The findings also
have implications for future research, emphasizing the need for longitudinal studies and
comparative analyses to track the evolving impact of industrial growth on housing

affordability and to enhance the generalizability of the results.

Finally, the findings of this study contribute to a deeper understanding of the intricate
relationship between industrial growth and housing affordability. The implications of these
findings extend beyond Skelleftea and have broader relevance for urban development and
housing policy. Addressing the housing affordability challenges posed by industrial
expansion is crucial for fostering sustainable and inclusive communities, and the insights

from this study can inform evidence-based policy and practice in Skelleftea and beyond.



37
REFERENCES

Addison, C., Zhang, S., & Coomes, B. Addison, C., Zhang, S., & Coomes, B. (2013). Smart
growth and housing affordability: A review of regulatory mechanisms and planning
practices. Journal of Planning Literature, 28(3), 215-257.

Ahmad, H., Shah, S. R., Latada, F., & Wahab, M. N. (2019). Teacher identity development in
professional learning: An overview of theoretical frameworks. Bulletin of Advanced English
Studies, 3(1), 1-11.

Alaghbari, W. E., Salim, A., Dola, K., & Ali, A. A. A. (2011). Developing affordable housing
design for low income in Sana'a, Yemen. International Journal of Housing Markets and
Analysis, 4(1), 84-98.

Algahtany, A. (2021). Affordable housing in Saudi Arabia’s vision 2030: new developments
and new challenges. International Journal of Housing Markets and Analysis, 14(1), 243-256.

Anthony, J. (2006). State growth management and housing prices. Social Science Quarterly,
87(1), 122-141.

Archer, T. (2022). The mechanics of housing collectivism: how forms and functions affect
affordability. Housing Studies, 37(1), 73-102.

Asal, M. (2019). Is there a bubble in the Swedish housing market?. Journal of European Real
Estate Research, 12(1), 32-61.

Aurand, A. (2010). Density, housing types and mixed land use: Smart tools for affordable
housing?. Urban studies, 47(5), 1015-1036.

Benton, T. & Craib, I. (2011) Philosophy of Social Science: The Philosophical Foundations
of Social Thought. Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan.

Bettencourt, L. M., Lobo, J., Helbing, D., Kiihnert, C., & West, G. B. (2007). Growth,
innovation, scaling, and the pace of life in cities. Proceedings of the national academy of
sciences, 104(17), 7301-7306.

Bhaskar, R. (2013). A realist theory of science. Routledge.

Bhaskar, R., Danermark, B., Ekstrom, M., & Jakobsen, L. (2005). Explaining Society: An
Introduction to Critical Realism in the Social Sciences.

Brysch, S. (2019). Reinterpreting Existenzminimum in contemporary affordable housing
solutions. Urban Planning, 4(3), 326-345.

Cai, X.,, & Wu, W. N. (2019). Affordable housing policy development: Public official
perspectives. International Journal of Housing Markets and Analysis, 12(5), 934-951.

Carlsson Stylianides, K., Denvall, V., & Knutagard, M. (2021). Durable homelessness: From
negotiations to emulation. Social Inclusion, 9(3), 286-295.



38
Carmona, J., Lampe, M., & Rosés, J. (2017). Housing affordability during the urban transition

in Spain. The Economic History Review, 70(2), 632-658.

Chatterjee, R. S., & Chatterjee, B. (2013). An Evaluation of Group Housing Affordability in
Core Kolkata: The Case of Low-To-Middle Income Groups. International Journal of Property
Sciences (E-ISSN: 2229-8568), 3(1).

Christophers, B. (2021). Class, assets and work in rentier capitalism. Historical
materialism, 29(2), 3-28.

Connell-Variy, T., Berggren, B., & McGough, T. (2021). Housing markets and resource sector
fluctuations: A cross-border comparative analysis. Sustainability, 13(16), 8918.

Danermark, B., Ekstrom, M., & Karlsson, J. C. (2019). Explaining society : critical realism in
the social sciences (Second edition). Routledge.

Delclés, C., & Vidal, L. (2021). Beyond renovation: Addressing Europe’s long housing crisis in
the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. European Urban and Regional Studies, 28(4), 333-337.

Engerstam, S. (2021). Long run apartment price dynamics in Swedish and German
cities. Journal of European Real Estate Research, 14(3), 309-330.

Engerstam, S., Warsame, A., & Wilhelmsson, M. (2022). Long-term dynamics of new
residential supply: A case study of the apartment segment in Sweden. Buildings, 12(7), 970.

Engerstam, S., Warsame, A., & Wilhelmsson, M. (2023). Exploring the Effects of Municipal
Land and Building Policies on Apartment Size in New Residential Construction in
Sweden. Journal of Risk and Financial Management, 16(4), 220.

Fedina, L., Shyrokonis, Y., Backes, B., Schultz, K., Ashwell, L., Hafner, S., & Rosay, A. (2023).
Intimate partner violence, economic insecurity, and health outcomes among American
Indian and Alaska Native men and women: Findings from a national sample. Violence
against women, 29(11), 2060-2079.

Fragoso Januario, J., Oliveira Cruz, C., Varum, H., & Faria e Sousa, V. (2023). Is housing
becoming less affordable? A study of affordability in the Portuguese housing
market. Property Management.

Freeman, L., & Schuetz, J. (2017). Producing affordable housing in rising markets: What
works?. Cityscape, 19(1), 217-236.

Gambo, M. J. (2022). Effect of institutional context and finance context of housing finance on
home ownership among low-income earners in bauchi. Journal of Financial Management of
Property and Construction, 27(3), 415-436.

Ghumare, P. N,, Chauhan, K. A., & Yaday, S. K. M. (2020). Housing attributes affecting buyers
in India: Analysis of perceptions in the context of EWS/LIG consumers view. International
Journal of Housing Markets and Analysis, 13(4), 533-552.



39
Gibb, K. (2011). Delivering new affordable housing in the age of austerity: housing policy in

Scotland. International Journal of Housing Markets and Analysis, 4(4), 357-368.

Glaeser, E. L., & Gyourko, J. (2005). Urban decline and durable housing. Journal of political
economy, 113(2), 345-375.

Granath Hansson, A. (2017). Boosting affordable housing supply: Could typeapproval of
serially produced housing be a piece in the puzzle?. Zeitschrift  fiir
Immobilien6konomie/German Journal of Real Estate Research, 1-20.

Gupta, R., Jurgilas, M., & Kabundi, A. (2010). The effect of monetary policy on real house
price growth in South Africa: A factor-augmented vector autoregression (FAVAR)
approach. Economic modelling, 27(1), 315-323.

Gurran, N., Hulse, K., Dodson, J., Pill, M., Dowling, R., Reynolds, M., & Maalsen, S. (2021).
Urban productivity and affordable rental housing supply in Australian cities and
regions. AHURI Final Report.

Gustafsson, J. (2021). Spatial, financial and ideological trajectories of public housing in
Malmo, Sweden. Housing, Theory and Society, 38(1), 95-114.

Haffner, M. E., & Hulse, K. (2021). A fresh look at contemporary perspectives on urban
housing affordability. International Journal of Urban Sciences, 25(sup1), 59-79.

Hananel, R., Krefetz, S. P., & Vatury, A. (2021). Public housing matters: Public housing policy
in Sweden, the United States, and Israel. Journal of Planning Education and Research, 41(4),
461-476.

Hassan, M. A., Hamdan, H., Abdullah, J., & Abdullah, Y. A. (2018). Housing and Transport
Expenditure: An Assessment of Location Housing Affordability. Planning Malaysia, 16.

Heale, R., & Noble, H. (2019). Integration of a theoretical framework into your research
study. Evidence-Based Nursing, 22(2), 36-37.

Heller, C., Ekstam, L., Haak, M., Schmidt, S. M., & Slaug, B. (2022). Exploring housing policies
in five Swedish municipalities: alternatives and priorities. BMC Public Health, 22(1), 1-15.

Hing, Y. K., & Singaravelloo, K. (2018). Impediments to home ownership: perception of low
and middle-income tenants in Selangor. Planning Malaysia, 16.

Hossain, M. A., & Huggins, R. (2021). The environmental and social impacts of unplanned
and rapid industrialization in suburban areas: the case of the Greater Dhaka Region,
Bangladesh. Environment and Urbanization ASIA, 12(1), 73-89.

Jeste, D. V., Blazer Il, D. G., Buckwalter, K. C., Cassidy, K. L. K., Fishman, L., Gwyther, L. P, ... &
Feather, J. (2016). Age-friendly communities initiative: public health approach to promoting
successful aging. The American Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry, 24(12), 1158-1170.



40
Jiburum, U., Nwachukwu, M. U., Mba, H. C., Okonkwo, C. N., & Okeke, D. C. (2021).

Determinants of public housing affordability for large income diversity groups in a new-town
capital city: a case study of Abuja, Nigeria. SAGE Open, 11(3), 21582440211045079.

Kleshcheva, O. (2021). Determinants of housing affordability in the region. In E3S Web of
Conferences (Vol. 274, p. 05005). EDP Sciences.

Kuang, W., & Li, X. (2012). Does China face a housing affordability issue? Evidence from 35
cities in China. International Journal of Housing Markets and Analysis, 5(3), 272-288.

Kumar, A., & Shukla, S. K. (2022). Affordable housing and the urban poor in India. Social
Change, 52(1), 58-75.

Lauster, N. T. (2008). Better homes and families: Housing markets and young couple stability
in Sweden. Journal of Marriage and Family, 70(4), 891-903.

Lawson, J. (2013). Critical realism and housing research. Routledge.

Lazuka, V., Quaranta, L., & Bengtsson, T. (2016). Fighting infectious disease: Evidence from
Sweden 1870-1940. Population and Development Review, 27-52.

Lestari, F. A. P,, & Yolanda, Y. (2022). The Effect of Economic Growth, Poverty and Wages On
Tax Revenue. Eduvest-Journal of Universal Studies, 2(11), 2295-2306.

Li, R. Y. M. (2022). Housing real estate economics and finance. Journal of Risk and Financial
Management, 15(3), 121.

Listerborn, C. (2023). The new housing precariat: experiences of precarious housing in
Malmo, Sweden. Housing Studies, 38(7), 1304-1322.

Luft, J. A., Jeong, S., Idsardi, R.,, & Gardner, G. (2022). Literature reviews, theoretical
frameworks, and conceptual frameworks: An introduction for new biology education
researchers. CBE—Life Sciences Education, 21(3), rm33.

Marquardt, S., & Glaser, D. (2023). How much state and how much market? Comparing
social housing in Berlin and Vienna. German Politics, 32(2), 361-380.

McGovern, S. J. (2020). Analysing wurban politics: A mobilization—governance
framework. Urban Affairs Review, 56(4), 1011-1052.

Moghayedi, A., Awuzie, B., Omotayo, T., Le Jeune, K., Massyn, M., Ekpo, C. O., ... & Byron, P.
(2021). A critical success factor framework for implementing sustainable innovative and
affordable housing: a systematic review and bibliometric analysis. Buildings, 11(8), 317.

Moghayedi, A., Awuzie, B., Omotayo, T., Le Jeune, K., & Massyn, M. (2022). Appraising the
nexus between influencers and sustainability-oriented innovation adoption in affordable
housing projects. Sustainable Development, 30(5), 1117-1134.

Molla, H., Rhawi, C., & Lampi, E. (2022). Name matters! The cost of having a foreign-
sounding name in the Swedish private housing market. Plos one, 17(6), e0268840.



41
Moreno, D., & Wooders, J. (2016). Dynamic markets for lemons: Performance, liquidity, and
policy intervention. Theoretical Economics, 11(2), 601-639.

Nelson, A. C., Pendall, R., Dawkins, C. J., & Knaap, G. J. (2002). The link between growth
management and housing affordability: The academic evidence (pp. 117-158). Washington,
DC: Brookings Institution Center on Urban and Metropolitan Policy.North, D. C. (1955).
Location theory and regional economic growth. Journal of political economy, 63(3), 243-258.

Oluku, U., & Cheng, S. (2021). A Regional Analysis of the Relationship Between Housing
Affordability and Business Growth. Economic Development Quarterly, 35(4), 269-286.

Patel, R., Sanderson, D., Sitko, P., & De Boer, J. (2020). Investigating urban vulnerability and
resilience: a call for applied integrated research to reshape the political economy of
decision-making. Environment and Urbanization, 32(2), 589-598.

Phang, S. Y. (2010). Affordable homeownership policy: Implications for housing
markets. International Journal of Housing Markets and Analysis, 3(1), 38-52.

Poon, J., & Garratt, D. (2012). Evaluating UK housing policies to tackle housing
affordability. International Journal of Housing Markets and Analysis, 5(3), 253-271.

Rangel, G. J.,, Ng, J. W. J.,, Murugasu, T. M., & Poon, W. C. (2019). A micro-level view of
housing affordability in Malaysia using an age cohort-housing type analysis. Malaysian
Journal of Economic Studies, 56(1), 1-22.

Sayer, A. (1992). Method in Social Science: A Realist Approach, Second Edition. Routledge

Sayer, A. (2000). Realism and social science. London: Sage, Chapter 1 [‘Introducing critical
realism’], pp. 10-28.

Sekace, E., & Viesturs, J. (2021). Affordable Housing for Young Adults in Latvia. Baltic Journal
of Real Estate Economics and Construction Management, 9(1), 42-52.

Shi, W.,, Chen, J., & Wang, H. (2016). Affordable housing policy in China: New developments
and new challenges. Habitat International, 54, 224-233.

Siebert, H. (1969). Regional economic growth: theory and policy. Regional economic growth:
theory and policy.

Sohaimi, N. S., Abdullah, A., & Shuid, S. (2018). Determining housing affordability for young
professionals in Klang Valley, Malaysia: Residual income approach. Planning Malaysia, 16.

Soon, A., & Tan, C. (2019). An analysis on housing affordability in Malaysian housing markets
and the home buyers’ preference. International Journal of Housing Markets and
Analysis, 13(3), 375-392.

Squires, G., & Hutchison, N. (2021). Barriers to affordable housing on brownfield sites. Land
Use Policy, 102, 105276.

Statistics Sweden. (2024). https://www.scb.se/en/



42
Stone, M. E. (2006). What is housing affordability? The case for the residual income

approach. Housing policy debate, 17(1), 151-184.

Taylor, S. P. (2018). Critical Realism vs Social Constructionism & Social Constructivism.
International Journal of Sciences: Basic and Applied Research, 37(2), pp. 216—222.

Teshome, T. (2019). Condominium housing affordability: the case of public service
employees in Addis Ababa. Ethiopian Journal of Business and Social Science, 2(1), 113-140.

Tighe, J. R. (2010). Public opinion and affordable housing: A review of the literature. Journal
of Planning Literature, 25(1), 3-17.

Voith, R. P, & Wachter, S. M. (2009). Urban growth and housing affordability: The
conflict. The Annals of the American academy of political and social science, 626(1), 112-131.

Wang, S., Cheng, C., & Tan, S. (2019). Housing determinants of health in urban China: A
structural equation modeling analysis. Social Indicators Research, 143, 1245-1270.

Ward, C., & Aalbers, M. B. (2016). Virtual special issue editorial essay:The shitty rent
business’: What'’s the point of land rent theory?. Urban studies, 53(9), 1760-1783.

Worthington, A., & Higgs, H. (2013). Macro drivers of Australian housing affordability, 1985-
2010: An autoregressive distributed lag approach. Studies in Economics and Finance, 30(4),
347-369.

Xue, J. (2022). A critical realist theory of ideology: Promoting planning as a vanguard of
societal transformation. Planning Theory, 21(2), 109-131.

Yap, J. B. H., & Ng, X. H. (2018). Housing affordability in Malaysia: perception, price range,
influencing factors and policies. International Journal of Housing Markets and
Analysis, 11(3), 476-497.

Zeller, C. (2010). The pharma-biotech complex and interconnected regional innovation
arenas. Urban Studies, 47(13), 2867-2894.

Oztiirk, A., Kapusuz, Y. E., & Tanrivermis, H. (2018). The dynamics of housing affordability
and housing demand analysis in Ankara. International Journal of Housing Markets and
Analysis, 11(5), 828-851.



43
APPENDIX 1

Interview Guide
Master’s Thesis

An analysis of the impact of industrial growth on housing affordability in Skellefted
Municipality, Sweden

These interview questions aim to elicit in-depth qualitative insights from key stakeholders
regarding the effects of industrial growth on housing affordability in Skellefted Municipality,
Sweden. The questions are designed to explore various dimensions of the housing market,
policy responses, and socio-economic impacts, allowing for a comprehensive understanding
of the topic from multiple perspectives.

Introduction and Background:

a. Can you please provide a brief overview of your role and involvement in the housing
sector within Skelleftea Municipality?

b. How would you describe the current state of housing affordability in Skelleftea?

Industrial Growth and Housing Demand:

a. From your perspective, how has economic and industrial growth in Skelleftea Municipality
influenced housing demand and market dynamics?

b. Can you identify any specific industries or sectors driving economic growth in the
municipality, and how have they impacted housing affordability?

Affordability Challenges and Factors Affecting Changes in Housing Affordability:

a. What are some of the main affordability challenges residents face in Skelleftea
Municipality?

b. What are some factors affecting changes in housing affordability in Skelleftea

Policy Responses and Interventions:

a. What policy interventions or initiatives have been implemented to address housing
affordability in Skellefted Municipality, and how effective have they been?

b. In your opinion, what additional measures or strategies could be adopted to improve
housing affordability and promote inclusive urban development?
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Future Outlook and Recommendations:

a. Looking ahead, what do you envision as the future trajectory of housing affordability in
Skelleftea Municipality, considering ongoing economic developments and policy changes?

b. Based on your experience and expertise, what recommendations would you offer to
policymakers and stakeholders to address housing affordability challenges effectively?

Closing Remarks:

a. Is there any additional information or insights you would like to share regarding housing
affordability in Skellefteda Municipality?

b. Thank you for your time and participation. Is there anything else you would like to add
before we conclude the interview?

APPENDIX 2

SURVEY
An analysis of the effects of economic/industrial growth on housing affordability in
Skelleftea Municipality, Sweden

Q1. Name (Optional): Gender: Male [ ] Female [ ]

Q3. Key Player: Local government representative [ ] Housing developer [ ] Residents [ ]
Real estate brokers [ ]

Q4. Category of Respondent: Landlord [ ] Tenant[ ]

Q5. Marital Status: Married [ ] Single[ ] Divorced [ ]Widowed[ ]

Q6. Highest Education: Primary school [ ] Upper secondary school [ ] Tertiary education
[]

Q7. Age: Below 30 Years [ ]31-40Years|[ ]41-55Years[ ]Above55Years|[ ]

Q8. Number of years you have resided in Skelleftea municipality: Less than 5 Years [ ] 5-10
Years [ ] 11- 15 Years [ ] 16- 20 Years [ ] Above 20 Years [ |

How has industrial expansion impacted Skellefted Municipality's housing affordability?
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Q9. Do you think that industrial expansion in Skellefted municipality has any impact on its

housing affordability? Yes[ ]No[ ]

Q11. Has the rent of homes in Skelleftea municipality increased recently? Yes[ [No[ ]
Q12. If yes to Q11 above, how can you describe the increase? Moderate [ ] High[ ] Very
High [ ]

Q13. Have you recently had any increase in your income to compensate for the increased
housing cost? Not at all [ ] yes, very small and cannot compensate for the increased
housing cost [ ] yes, adequate to compensate for the increased housing cost [ ] yes,
more than the increase in housing cost [ ]

Q14. Currently, what describes the situation of housing in Skellefted municipality?

It is difficult for companies to build quarters for their workers because of legal restrictions
[ ]

It is difficult for developers to build more houses in the municipality because of legal
restrictions [ ] It is difficult for developers to build more houses in the municipality

because of rising cost of materials[ ]

What are the key factors contributing to changes in housing affordability in the context of
industrial expansion?
Q15. What are the most common factors contributing to changes in housing affordability in

Skellefteda municipality you know? (Select as many as applicable)

Inflation rates [ ]
Population size [ ]
Cost of building [ ]
Loan interest rates [ ]

Populationincome levels [ ]

Q16. Suggest other factors that you think contributes to changes in housing affordability in
the context of housing expansion (Give as many  as  possible)
To what extent have local policies and initiatives addressed housing affordability
challenges in the face of industrial growth?

Q17. How often do you consider the following?
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Description

Never

Sometimes

Frequently

Very frequently

Local policies have addressed cost off
building materials

Local policies have addressed ease
of building more houses

Local policies have addressed rents
for dwellers

Local policies have addressed
income of residents

Local policies have addressed
population control in the area

Appendix 3

Survey Results

Demographic Representations of the respondents

Gender of the respondents
70%

Male, 59%

30%
20%

10%

Male

Responses according to their key players

1036
=
B0
FO3e
B3
50
4036
3036
20

10% 5%
0% I

Local gowvern ment representative

Female, 41%

Female

Residents




Category of respondent according to housing ownership

Landlord, 3%

Respondents according to marital status

Respondent’s educational background

200 92%
90%
80%
70%
50% 3
50%
40%
30%
20% :
10% i
0% -
Upper secondary school Tertiary education

Respondent’s according to age classification
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31-40 Years, 55%

Respondents’ years of residence

30%

20%
B

Less than 5 Years 5-10 Years

1o%

0%

Do you think that industrial expansion in Skellefted municipality has any impact on its
housing affordability?

Mo, 3%
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Has the rent of homes in Skelleftea municipality increased?

No, 3%

Yes, 97%

Nature of the increase in Rent in Skelleftea municipality

High 353
nd 84
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e, i
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30%
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S S
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What describes the nature of housing in Skelleftea municipality?

70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

1%

0%

It is difficult for companies to build It is difficult for developers to build It is difficult for develo pers to build
quarters for their workers because  more houses in the municipality  more houses in the municipality
of legal restrictions because of legal restrictions because of cost of materials




