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Becoming a physician-scientist
A study on the power of membership in communities of practice

Physician-scientists play a pivotal part within healthcare. Involved partly in the 
practice of medicine and partly in scientific research, they serve as a bridge 
between research and clinical practice. It is therefore problematic that the num-
ber of physician-scientists have decreased over the last decades, a development 
that have coincided with an increasing issue of scientific knowledge not being 
translated into clinical practice at the same level that we have gotten used to. In 
this study, I explore the physician-scientists understanding of their career, taking 
the experience of being part of two different communities simultaneously as the 
starting point. 

Through qualitative interviews with physician-scientists at different stages of 
their career, and utilising the concept of communities of practice in my analysis, 
I connect the individual physician-scientists experience with the practices in the 
two communities they are members of. Acknowledging the different experiences 
of my interviewees, this study challenges the notion of physician-scientists as a 
homogeneous group, arguing that it is necessary to re-define the physician-sci-
entists into three different types. Doing so, I suggest that it is 
possible to have a more fruitful debate on their situation and 
their purpose, highlighting the different roles that they have 
in the translation of knowledge between science and clinical 
practice. Finally, through considering the physician-scientists 
as members of different communities, I make contributions to 
the communities of practice literature regarding the notion of 
boundary crossing and the role of power.
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