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When the so-called safety bike was introduced in the late 19th century several cyclists 
undertook long distance journeys with the bike as their only tool. The covering of countless 
miles on the bike, through continents, countries and cultures became the subject for books and 
reportage. 
 
Such projects did not aim to explore the world, but rather to discover human capacities. What 
was possible to achieve with only the human body and the bicycle? How many kilometres 
could an individual cover day after day with just a mechanical tool? Such questions were 
obviously important to answer in the early days of modern bicycling. 
 
However, these tours could also be seen as a kind of metaphorical colonial conquering. The 
western society came literally rolling with a strong individual in the saddle, an individual on 
his or her way to exceed him- or herself, breaking the boundaries for the human capacity and 
making him- or herself a public name, a career, a future. 
 
The aim of the paper is to investigate and analyse the meaning of cycling long distances, the 
gaze of the cyclists and their meaningful observations. What were these observations? How 
did the cyclists meet and understand their global experiences? Through the search of clues 
and details in the margins of the different stories the paper aims, in more general terms, to get 
hold of western, modern perspectives on, especially, oriental and far east cultures, and on the 
modern human being.  
 
 
Lars-Eric Jönsson is professor in ethnology at the Department of Arts and Culture, Lund 
University. His fields of interest are the history of psychiatry as well as cultural heritage. In 
addition to positions in the academic field he has held positions at the Ministry of Culture 
investigating questions on cultural heritage. He has written several books and articles on the 
history of psychiatry, social services, cultural heritage and the uses of history. He is the chief 
editor of Ethnologia Scandinavica. 
 
 
Main Publications 
Berättelser från insidan. En essä om personliga erfarenheter i psykiatrins historia. 2010. 

Stockholm: Carlssons. ISBN: 978 91 7331 355 1 
Children in Old Bodies. Age and Ageing in the History of Institutional Psychiatry. I:  

Ethnologia Europea, Journal of European Ethnology 2009 (38:2, 2008). 
Det terapeutiska rummet. Rum och kropp i svensk sinnessjukvård 1850–1970. 1998. 

Stockholm: Carlssons 1998. ISBN: 91 7203 810 1. Diss. 
Home, Women and Children. Norms and Knowledge Acquisition in Social Services Home 

Visits in Post-war Sweden. I: Home Cultures 2005, vol. 2 iss. 2. ISSN 1740-6315.  
I industrisamhällets slagskugga. Om problematiska kulturarv. 2005. Stockholm: Carlssons. 

ISBN 91 7203 672 9. (med Svensson, Birgitta)  



Institution. 2011. Lund: Liber. ISBN: 978-47-09564-3. (med Persson, Anders & Sahlin, 
Kerstin) 

Kanon och kulturarv. 2008. Göteborg: Makadam förlag. ISBN 978-91-7061-050-9. (med 
Wallette, Anna & Wienberg, Jes) 

Mellan tvång och frivillighet i 1074 steriliseringsakter 1935–1975. Bilaga 2 i 
steriliseringsutredningens slutbetänkande. (Eivergård, Mikael) SOU 2000:20. 
Stockholm, Socialdepartementet. ISBN 91 38 21158 0. 

Patrimoniul Cultural – perspective interioare si exterioare. I: Ianus 7-8/2003. Traditie si 
memorie culturala. Bucuresti 2003. 

Skratt som fastnar. Kulturella perspektiv på skratt och humor. 2014. Lund: Lund Studies in 
Arts and Cultural Sciences. ISBN 978-91-981458-0-9  (med Nilsson, Fredrik). 

Slow motion. I: Löfgren, Orvar & Wilk, Richard (eds.): Off the Edge. Experiments in 
Cultural analysis. København: Museum Tusculanum Press. 2006. 

Writing History. Past and Future in Transforming Swedish Psychiatry, 1970–1990. I: 
Ethnologia Scandinavica 2013. ISSN 0348-9698. 

Åldrandets betydelser. 2007. Lund: Studentlitteratur. ISBN 978-91-44-03421-8 (med Lundin, 
Susanne). 

 


