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that people could define themselves in a
world where the most fundamental con-
ditions for human life were being reshaped.

Seen in this light, the change of religion is
not just a transition but also a phenomenon
with its own content, which says something
essential about the society where this change
took place. At the same time, the task of
delimiting the change of religion becomes
problematic. It is not exclusively a matter of
people abandoning a number of beliefs and
rituals in favour of other beliefs and rituals.
Relics of paganism lived on but in a
transformed state, surviving in the complex
of customs and ideas usually known as "folk
belief" (see SchjOdt 1989, pp. 191 f.). Pagan
gods, for example, are transformed into trolls,
wights, elves, and so on, beings who were
believed to inhabit different parts of the
natural world. In popular belief, these beings
had the ability to influence people's lives and
could be appeased with sacrifices of various
kinds. There is no reason to believe that such
phenomena were immediately reduced to cu-
rious ideological elements beyond the
official Christian religion. On the contrary,
the efforts of the church and the central
government to combat such folk beliefs in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries sug-
gest that they were significant elements in
people's ideology and therefore seen as an
offence against the official Christian doc-
trine. The change of religion thus lasted not
only well into the Middle Ages but also into
modern times.

Paganism is usually described as the
religion of the kin-based society, whereas the
coming of Christianity was synonymous with
the emergence of a hierarchical society of
"feudal" type. In this article, however, I
intend to study the change of religion in a part
of Sweden that lacked all "feudal" elements.
On the contrary, kin relations have played a
primary role in social life here right up until
recent times (see Sporrong 1987, 1989). The
area in question is the parish of Leksand in
Upper Dalarna (Dalecarlia). What was the
change of religion like in this area, where

Christianity was evidently able to establish
itself with social consequences that differed
from what was normally the case?

Religion and artefacts

Accepted knowledge about pagan religion
and the transition to Christianity is largely
based on literary sources, above all the Norse
skaldic poetry and the sagas. Remarkably,
there is one source from the early thirteenth
century which speaks very clearly about the
state of religion in our area. It is the Nor-
wegian Sverris saga,w}lrich describes events
in conjunction with King Sverrir's journey
through Jarnberaland in 7117. As shown by
Ake Hyenstrand (1972.pp. 31 it ) and others,
Jarnberaland must be identical with the dis-
trict around Lake Siljan in Dalarna. The saga
says that the area was pagan at this time, but
it is of course uncertain what the author
means by this. For my study, this information
will not be of decisive importance, but it will
be seen that the end of the twelfth century is
a key phase in development. In what follows
my interest will be concentrated exclusively
on material expressions of religious ideas.

Artefacts, and in particular artefacts in
graves, are part of material culture which are
often brought up in the discussion of the
change of religion. It is relatively rare, how-
ever, that there is any consideration in depth
of the conceptual world behind the artefacts.
Since the intention mostly has been simply
to distinguish pagan elements from Chris-
tian elements, the artefacts in graves have
scarcely had any more advanced function
than to represent paganism in general, while
the absence of grave goods is allowed to
represent Christianity.

In this article the intention is not to
distinguish one faith from another in the
material traces. It is rather in the combination
of different, ostensibly also contradictory
religious expressions that I seek a unique
religious content. It is not just the artefacts
in themselves which give this content. It is

Fig 1. \l
Leksanc
circle: s

White c

grave. (
from th,
ched art
cation i.

meani
to the

Iti
mater
periot
of Le
accou
factot
comp
Earlr'
the o
centr
High
villag
discu

rather

The

The
short
CCNTI

6



puB e^IlBJlslururpB Iecol l€ql oJeg ssl( 1I pue

trnluec qlueeunoJ,(pee eql o1 spunor8 ctls
-g.{1s uo pelep 'qcJnqc qsued eql Jo uollecol
aql sI sn{L ('t '8tg) 'ueftls olul s^\og ue^plep
-relso eq1 eJaq^\ st qsued eIIl Jo eJlueo

eql se8y eppmt eql q paleuGuo sluotu
-el11es aseql Jo lsopq '3uun1sed reruurns ro;
s8ullerqs pue '8rq.{re.t uroql Jo euros 'se8e1y,L

Jo Jeqrunu e8rel e Jo lslsuoo 01 lueruellles
moqs ,ftn1uec qlueelue,{es eq} Iuo4 EoJE eql

.1o sdeur lseIIJ€e eq1 'se,rer8 e8y uorl e1u1

pue uoJr Jo uollcnpoJd eql ro; selrs .(letced
-se 'serurl cuolstqerd urory .Qtltlc€ u?unq

JO SOo€J1 SnoJerunu eJu eJerLL 'ecur.'rord

eql q saqsued pelelndod ,(lesuep lsour
er{l Jo euo ueeq s€q puu 'qsrred s,depol ueql
re88rq qcntu oeete e8rel Årel e pesrduroc
serurl JeruJoJ uI pues{e1 'se8u aql 1no

-q8norql pel€rol ueaq seq lueruellles Jo ued
rolzru eql 1€ql oJeq sI 1I pue 'relrr eq1 1o eprs

Jeqlla uo pusl lBU eq1 uI punoJ eq 01 ers sllos

elqeru olrueJ eq1 'qsrred eq1 q8norql qlnos

-quou slnc uo^lglepJelso Jo^IJ elLL 'BuJel

9

-uq redd61 Jo slrr4srp lueruelllss lurlueo
eql ,(q pepunoJJns e>lel eql 'ue[lS Jo seJoqs

ureqlnos eql uo seIT pues>le'I 3o qsrred eq1

eeJe elLL

'uoISSnCSIp

eqt ur elor e s(e1d oqe qsred eqt ut se8ellt
eq] Jo euo uI punoS seSy elpplw q31H

eql ruoq IerJeleru e^Ilo1 'qsrred eql;o eJluoc

eq] q uo^IEIB(I re^.Ir oql Suop reqlo eql
'qcrnqc pu€§leT Åq euo'se8y epprytr Åpeg
-7e8y Suqrn eql luoq se,rerS;o sexeldruoc

o.^d,l q1r1( pep ileqs I olcru€ sql uI 'srol3€J

IeuJolxe elq€Jnol€J;o Å1eue,t B Jo lunoocu
uo 're,rem.oq 'uotldecxe uu $ pues)eT Jo
qsrred erLL'€eJe elu€s eql pue euo ut poued
snonurluoc ? re.to r(8o1oeprJo seceJl IBIJaIeIu
eq1 aoIIoJ ue3 euo leq} uauo lou sl 1I

.{releurec eql ue^e ro e,rer8 pnptllput oq1 01

pourJuoc eq ]ouuu, qclrl.t\ ]xeluoc e 'Sutueetu
sJuoq ]eq1 lxeluo, Surpunouns oql JeqlBJ

SI 1I ']
slJEJe:

enbrur
.(rolcrl
uorlBU
eq1 ur

ol lor

01 pe1

eIq,!\
uorlJU
e^eq {

-SIJqf,
.(1durr
'slcEJo

qidep
-ldoq'
erll Jo
eJB qc
uI slcr

.SBE

,(lerrrst

S,ry\OilC

sr,ftn1

III^\ }I
uorlEU
Joqlnr
1nq'er
e8es e
-srp or

'sJeq1(
.(q u,l
.(eutn,
sluo^.€
-JON (

eql ln
qlueel
(tqe{
esJoN
.{1eBre

uor3gr

pereJJ
qslqu

I
'se8e11t,r eql Jo uol]€c

-oi luesard eql selecrpul eeJe peqc

-leq orLL'e8y uorl ot€'I eql uo.IJ
sureurer lueruelllas :ssor3'e,tu.r8

Iulelo>ls ;o lodspur; :olcrc elrtl{\
'uorlcnpord uoJI Jo ells :alcJlc

1ce1g :s1oqru,{g 'qsued pueslel
;o sged Iertuec eqt go deyq '1 3rg

NON
-NVTSY

NtctYrw

rffio,nrrrr^

oorr)Y

18 SIf,VdiIIUY SII CINY NOICI'IAU dO IICNVH] gHJ

tAlln 'i,lii ,r,,--*
YWWOT i'l::1,

vltvH

I



82 LARS ERSGÅRD

mercantile functions such as the local court
and assembly and the market were located
(Nisbeth 1982, pp. 29 tt.).

Upper Dalarna is generally known to have
been a socially and culturally homogeneous
area in historical times. There are no towns
and no social6lite of landowning nobles. The
earliest evidence of the central government
exerting some form of lasting dominance
over the area comes from the first half of the
sixteenth century. Upper Dalarna was a de-
cidedly agrarian society with an egalitarian
social structure. The peasant congregations
in the large parishes were local but politically
strong and independent units, who displayed
their power in several peasant uprisings in the
Middle Ages and the early modern period.

The landscape and the ancestors

One suitable starting-point for our study is

the latter part of the Viking Age (tenth and
eleventh centuries). It is evident that there
was a decisive change in burial practices, a

change from cremation to inhumation (see

Serning 1966 and 1982b for excavated graves
in the Leksand area). Only a few cremation
graves have been found in the Leksand area.

These graves were probably cairns with the
cremated remains lying near the surface,
which appears to be why many of them have
disappeared as a result of later tillage. Late
Viking Age inhumation graves, on the other
hand, have been found in several places.
(Fig. 1.) Most of these finds share many
common features. They lie close to the river.
Iron production sites and the hitherto
localized settlements from the Late Iron Age
also lay by Österdalälven and other water-
courses. The dead were therefore probably
buried close to the settlements.

In addition, there seem to have been only
a small number of graves at each findspot.
The only professional excavation (on land
belonging to the village of Yttermo in con-
junction with the excavations occasioned by
the construction of Highway 70 in 1983)

revealed six graves (Fig. 2.) (Ersgård & Syse

1984). Other findspots in Leksand parish
contain one, two, or three graves, all of them
discovered in conjunction with construction
work in the first half of this century.

No graves appear to have been covered by
barrows or cairns, but a number of large post-
holes near the graves at Yttermo suggest that
the graves were marked above ground, per-
haps with some covering structure of wood.

The graves varied in their orientation; both
east-westand north-south graves occur. The
six graves at Yttermo all had a "Christian"
orientation, with the heads to the west. As
for the characteristics of the individual
graves, coffin burials have been observed in
several cases. Both male and female graves
occur, with neither category dominating. In
only one place, at Yttermo, was a child's
grave found.

Practically all the graves contained arte-
facts. Common objects in male graves are
axes, knives, fire-irons, arrowheads, and
combs. Female graves can contain bead neck-
laces, knives, buckles, and arm-rings. There
are isolated examples of graves with objects
such as a wooden bowl, a lump of slag, and a
piece of bronze plate with five carved runes
not making up a coherent inscription.

As for the dating of these graves, Inga
Serning (1982, pp. 95 ff.) has suggested a
general dating framework, based on the
analysis of artefact types, of the tenth to the
twelfth centuries. There are five C14 datings
from the six graves at Yttermo. Two of these
are from human bones in male graves, giving
ages of AD 660-939 and660-936 (calibrated
values, 1 sigma). Of the other three, which
come from post-holes by the graves, two go
back to the Stone Age and can therefore be
ignored in this discussion; the last dating is

AD 1194-1280. Finally, two graves found in
land belonging to the village of Västannor
contained five datable coins: grave 1, 1068-
90; grave 3, 997-1003, 983-1024, 1056-:75,
1086-87 (Jonsson 1982).

The chronological framework of the tenth
to the twelfth centuries appears reasonable
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wooden bowl, and a piece of iron. One grave
contained the remains of a cape and a
patterned band woven by a fairly advanced
technique (Nockert 1982,pp.143 ff.). Prima-
rily on the basis of coins and other datable
artefact types, Inga Serning has dated these
graves to the eleventh and twelfth centuries.

For the further interpretation of these
graves, there are some interesting earlier
observations made in connection with dig-
ging to lay pipes under the church floor.
Remains of stone foundations andwalls from
one or possibly two buildings, predating the
existing medieval church from the start of the
fourteenth century (Nisbeth 1982, p. 28). In

Fig. 3. Plan of Leksand church. Black parts mark walls be-
longing to the oidest church from the start of the fourteenth
century while cross-hatched parts indicate later additions.
Diagonal hatching marks the findspot of graves from the Late
Viking Age/Early Middle Ages. After Sueriges kyrkor.

the absence of any documentation, we
cannot say what this building or these build-
ings were like or when they were built. We
can hypothesize that there was an early
medieval predecessor to the fourteenth-
century church and that it had a large ce-
metery. The graves excavated in the porch
could then have been part of this. The fact
that almost only female graves were found
may suggest that there was a spatial division
according to gender in the early medieval ce-
metery. This kind of pattern has been ob-
served in several early medieval cemeteries
in Scandinavia, an example being at Wäster-
hus church on the island of Frösön in Jämt-
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farms. They are generally things that had a
function and a meaning in other contexts
before they ended up in the graves. We find
here both simple utility objects such as fire-
irons or knives and more exclusive orna-
ments such as bead necklaces and ring-
brooches. Some of the objects had travelled
a long way, such as the temple-rings of
Slavonic origin. This category also includes
the coins, which in favourable cases can tell
us something about how they were handled
before they were deposited in the earth. The
coins found in the graves in Leksand all had
holes punched in them, showing that they
were worn as amulets or pendants. More-
over, they come from several different
countries in Europe: Sweden, Norway, Eng-
land,Ireland, and Germany (Jonsson 1982).
In grave 222, which has by far the richest
grave goods of all the graves by the church,
there were eleven coins on a necklace along
with 43 beads of glass, cornelian, and metal,
besides a silver pendant. Among these coins,
several of which are badly worn, the oldest
was struck for Olof Skötkonung in Sweden
995-97, the youngest for William II of Eng-
land 1090-93. As we can see, the time-span
is great. When the youngest coin was minted,
the oldest coin had been in circulation for
almost a century. Many years must therefore
have elapsed before the coins were joined
with the other objects in the necklace in Lek-
sand. It is thus probable that they were
accumulated over several generations as

the property of the kin. The deceased who
finally took the necklace to the grave was
a young woman, aged only 20-30 (Serning
1982,p.121).

It was the "normal" pagan pattern for the
ancestors' cult to be practised at the farm, the
centre of the kin community. However, we
can observe traces of this cult at a larger
communal burial place which shows several
Christian features. We can interpret this
cemetery as a new religious centre in the dis-
trict. At the same time, behind the creation
of this cemetery there must have been ideas
of a nery sense of community in the area, of

new social ties between the farms which
extended beyond the bounds of kinship.
When we find distinct traces of an ancestors'
cult both in the graves at the church and in
the graves at the farms, we should not
interpret this as revealing some sort of "con-
servatism" against innovations; instead ideas
about the origin of the kin and the ancestors
would have been vital and significant at a
time when much of existence was in change.
The changes in the Leksand district during
the Late Viking Age and Early Middle Ages
are a complex problem, too large for me to
consider here from more than one limited but
important angle. I have previously spoken
about iron production in this area, an activity
that was especially widespread in the Late
Iron Age. It has left numerous traces in the
landscape, in the form of slag-heaps, which
are usually found along the river banks and
thus mark the location of the production sites
(see Magnusson 1986, pp. 179-86). Settle-
ments were also located at these places. Iron
handling was important not just economi-
cally but also because it gave the area its
social and cultural identity. Evidence for this
is found in the name Jarnberaland (land of
the iron-bearers), by which the area around
Siljan was known to the outside world in the
Early Middle Ages (Hyenstrand 197 2). Arte-
facts showing direct links with this activity
can be found in male graves in the form of
iron axes and arrowheads.

According to a large number of radio-
carbon datings from different sites in Upper
Dalarna, iron production here ceased during
the twelfth century at the latest (Magnusson
1986, pp. 180 ff.). This is not just a matter of
a technological change, as the phenomenon
has often been considered in earlier research.
The end of iron production meant that the
very foundation for the identity of the
individual farm was radically changed. We
may assume that land took the place of iron.
Possession of land became the new basis for
the identity of the farm. We can date this
process of change to the transition between
what we call the Viking Age and the Middle
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Fig. 4. Section of a map of the Leksand
area from 1,697. The map shows Väs-
tannortjäm and the farms around it.
The site of the find-bearing occupation
layer is marked with a cross.
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Fig. 6. Rune-inscribed lead strip found at Västannortjärn. Length 73 mm, width 22.5 mm. The runic text consists mainly
of the prayer 'Ave Maria" in Latin. Photo: Bengt A. Lundberg, RIKfoto, Central Board of National Antiquities
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It is thus largely the same type of objects
that function in both contexts as media in
communication with a world beyond this
earthly life. This fact along with the chro-
nological relation between the two find
complexes therefore make it possible to
assume that we have here a custom that was
transformed; in other words, the general
underlying meaning persisted, but the forms
it took and the context in which it appeared
were changed. In the earlier context, the
deposition of objects is associated with the
physical remains of the ancestors. When this
custom was abandoned, the powers repre-
sented by the ancestors made their home in
the waters of the lake, where the deposition
of the same kinds of objects continued. In
both cases it is a matter of the transfer of
material wealth to a supernatural world with
a view to bringing prosperity to the farm. The
small lakes and ponds which occur here and
there in the landscape - Västannortj ärn is just
one of many - may therefore have guided the
localization of farms in the High Middle
Ages. Being close to water may therefore
have been not only of economic importance
but also just as much of religious and sym-
bolic significance.

Having observed that old religious cu-
stoms survived in new forms at farms after
1200, we must also turn our attention to the
church in Leksand, the centre of the parish
and the scene of the official exercise of
religion. What happened when the custom of
burying objects with the dead ceased?

It is not completely true to say that objects
no longer occur in the graves at the church
after 1200. The excavation ofthe porch floor
revealed two graves where the dead person
was holding a coin wrapped in leather in the
right hand. One of these coins was from the
time of Magnus Eriksson (1319-63). These
finds can probably be interpreted as a variant
of "Charon's toll", a coin to pay for the dead
person's passage (Sernin 91982a, pp. 93, 121).
Judging by the dating, this appears to have
been a late medieval custom which should
not be regarded as a transformation of an
earlier pagan practice.

What we still lack in Leksand is finds from
the floor layer of the medieval churches. (As
I said above, we can assume that the existing
medieval church had a predecessor.) The
medieval church floors have generally
proved to be rich in finds of small objects such
as coins, rings, ornaments, costume items, and

the
inte
na\'
fror
exh
Her
cre z

IlOtr

inte
mol
coir
pea
193

den
mal
ina
cur
mu
exF

anc

fou
wr
rvit
tru
the
dif
iml
wh
cor
se€

fur
in
ro1

the

m(
m(
for
54
cel

fer
se(

cie

pr
th,
an

nil
th
pe



-rods) plrtsrp pu€$l3T eql uI oJII rlruouoce
pue prcos roJ ocueclJlu8rs .fteurud Jo IIDS
eJel, suorl€ler ur>1 'uaroqs eaeq sreqderSoe8

Iscuolsrq eql sY 'JelceJBqJ lueJeJJIp e uo
ue>Iel o^€q lsnlu eloJ B qcns peurclulBru l€q1
sruolsnc eql ielor prcos-pcrSoloopl sll lsol
Å1e1e1duroc peq rUJBJ eq1 leq1 uearu 1ou seop

srql 'urgfirouuelsg1 l€ Jelunocuo eat edeqs

eleJJuoc eql uI sruJ€J oql 18 suollBlseJluelu
snot8qer Jo seceJl ou ,(1e1n1osq? eJ€ oJeql

seurl urepou pu€ se8y e1pp441e1e'I aqt ul
'(l Se 'dd'286I rlleqsr$ ('e'3rg) 1pea. e yo

uorlrnJlsuoc eq1 ,(q solsl€ eeJql o1ul pophrp
sem, Surpynq eql pue 'lse,/r\ eq1 01 llmq sulrt

re.&\ol V'qJrnqo 3u4sxe egl 01 suoqlppe pue

suorle^oueJ q8norql ,(lerreleru JIoslI slseJ

-rueu qcrq,/*r uor3qer uBrlsIJqJ IeIcIJJo eg]

11e o^oq€ s 1r se8rT elpp5 tr etE'I egl ul 'se8y

e1ppu l ,(pug pue e3r7 Suqtn aleT eq] ul
elqrssod se^a se'edecspuel eql ur suorsserdxe

Iurreleru q8norqt ;egeq snor8rler ;o urelled
sql Å\olloJ re8uol ou uec e^e 00tI rolJv

'eJuolslxe ueunq uI aJluec Ielros
(reurrrd B sB eloJ 3ur.tg e ,(e1d o1 penulluoc
rur"J aql ureql q8norql :lsed uu8ed p1o

u€ Jo scrleJ luecselosqo sB ueos eq 1ou ppoqs
esoql 'sJerleq snorSqer 3uo.r1s ;o pefqo ue

ilIls su^a serJnluoc qlueeunoJ pue qlueeulql
eql ut r.uJBJ eql lBql esec eq1 Åltuaplta
sr 1I 'sruJBJ IEnpI.\Ipu oq1 1€ pue dlqruessu

snor8rler;o eceld I€unruuoc eql te dlqeqord
's1xe1uoc luaJeJJIp o.&U ur sJncco ruolsnc
J€lrurs v ;1es1r leeder o1 sreedde snql poued
rerlJ€o eql tuoq urelled er1l 'lelJel€ru oq1 Jo
uorlrsoduroc eql spre8er se spulJ qcJngc oq1

o1 Ålrreprurs 8u»pr1s e 
^d,oqs 

urgfirouuelspn
ruol spurJ oq1 leq] sr 'relem.oq 'aaou1

op e^a 1sq^r|rlsrnq, aql Jo slle1d aql ulqll,4(\

eperu eJea\ sSurrego yo ed,$ oIUBS eq1 1€91

awnssv Åpo uec el& eoJ€ puesla'I eq] uI
'qcrnqr eql Jo slle^A

egl urqll^t lq8norq puu pelrrJoJsuerl sI qolqa
'ruolsnc plo ue Jo seceJl se lnq 'luesead eq1

Jo plro^\ ogl olq d:1ue sy epuru peq 1e>lrelu
eql leql u8rs e se ,(lreruud 1ou ',uou, r(ru ut

'uees eq snql pFoqs spurJr{rJnq, eql'sre,tod
eur,trp eq1 ruor;.fiuedsord puu sseccns urclqo
plnoc euo 'suorssessod FIJoIBIu Surrego ,(q

16 SJ]YdEITT\/ SJI (INY NOICITQ{ dO A9NVHf, ETHI

:eu€s eql sB^\ lce eql puqeq eept eql'lueseed
eldurrs e ruo4 uloc B ro tlercos Jo elllg el{l
Åq perego Jo^IIS pu€ plo8 yo spe[qo ]uecIJIu
-3eur se.,t 1l JeqleIL\\ ..'uIS JoJ Sutuolu pue

sJno^BJ eur.trq Surrrnbce;o sueelu lseJns oql
spoo8 ,{guee Jo ecgrJces Sutleru 'ecrlceld
u€rlsrrq3 ur pe;p8ue eJe^e sJeIIeq luolc
-uV "' 'pelrsodep eJe^d. salqenle^ peleJ3es

-uoJ eJeq^A selJEnlJuES UBIlsuqJ Ol peJJeJ

-suer1 Åldurrs surlr 'spunorS-lerrnq ur ,(1luec

-eJ Irlun peJluec 'Surpreoq-ernseera,, :(; 79
'dd 'tgOt) Åqnq se8roaC ,(q 'eldruexe ro;
'lueurluoc eql uo pe^Jesqo ueeq sBrI uoueu
-oueqd eruzs orLL 'gcrnqc eql o1q po,{ou
s Surrego eql 1€ql sr,{rnluec qlueeirlqi eq}

ul suedduq teqilt '€ureleq reddn se selnor
eperl roleru eq1 ruo4 elorueJ se eceld u ur

ue,re'e8y SUDIIA eleT eql eculs Je^e uollcunJ
srql uI pesn ueeq e^€q suloc leql uees

e^eq elYt 'eul^lp aq1 qllÅ\ uollEslunruruoc
ur erpeur se uolJcunJ Jrl[ouoce-uou Å1oqm

B eA€rI suroo etll 1eql sI 3urq1 luelrodrur
eql lsesodrnd rno ro; e^ISIcep ]ou sI - JeJJIp

suorurdo qclq.l\ uo uo4senb e - qcJnqo eq1

Jo JooIJ oql uo paculd,(lelereqqep ro's>1unr1

.{ropego ur ro Jelle oq1 1B s8ur;e;;o qlut
uorlceuuoc ur peddorp ere,tr Åeq1 Jeqleq^\
's1ce o.{rlo^Jo unseJ erlleff seqcJng, uI punoJ

suroc eql ]eql lcBJ eq1 uo eleJluecuoJ pue

lxeluoc purJ l"nlce eq1 Jo onp^ ,fto1eue1dxe

eg1 uorlBJeplsuoc o1ul e{e1 oEe lsnru
euo 'Je,reÅroq '.ten,(ur uI '(Ot 'd) ..selcueJJnJ
eleldruoc pue eldrcurrd lelJulrr aql ,(q pe1€ul

-ruop .(ruouooe uB 'sI ler{}'f,urouoce lo>lJBru
e 01 pel qcqat ssecord ar{l Jo ged,, elouep
01 posn sr uoll€zlleuour;o ldecuoc eq1 '(961

'd '266I Srequalcepl) .(urouoce lueseed
eql Surlerleued r(lSutseercul laou eJala suloo

ieprs^ft1unoc qsrpe^ilS eq] q uolleztlouoru
Sulnor8 ;o u8rs e s€ ruq dq pelerdrelur
sr Årnluec qluaeurql eql Supnp pelou
eq ueJ gcrq.^(\, spurJ qcJnqc esoql uI eseeJ,
-ur alrl€Ier eqt'(266i Sreque4cul;tr {IrueH
,(q uorlegesslp B uI perpnls .(1e,Lr1sneqxe

ueeq ,(1luacer e^?q seSy elpplyl agl ruo4
segcJnqc qslpe.^Äs uI punoJ sulo3 etLL'BI.{eu
-rpueJs lnoq8norql uorssnrslp pu€ lseJelul
pelelnruqs ser{ uoueruoueqd eq1 'e>l11 eq1

pue t
qcns I

tl11ex
aqr
3u4sr
SV)'S
uroJJ

uB Jo
plnoq
eÅB{ i

'(tzr'
peep (

lUBIJB
eseql
eIIl Iur
eql ul
uosJe(
JoolJ ll
qcrnq.
sice[q<

Jo ruol
JO OSra

qsrred
eq] 01

JOgB St

-nO Snr

serln
,(pmrusl

r{å{fi



92 LARS ERSGÅRD

rong 1987, 1989). A custom that deserves
attention in this context concerns rituals
associated with death. When a dead person
left the farm for the last time, a ceremony was
held at the farm before the journey to the
cemetery. Known as utsjungnirzg (singing
out), it had a wholly Christian content, con-
sisting of hyrnns and prayers. The ceremony
was nevertheless combated by the clergy in
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
but it continued to be held into modern times
(Björklöf 1982,p.20).Behind rhis custom we
can detect ideas about the farm as a religious
sphere of its own, ideas which can scarcely
have had their origin in official Christian
belief, but rather in older pre-Christian reli-
gious conceptions.

Conclusions

What this study has shown is that the
transition from paganism to Christianity in
Upper Dalarna was not a simple substitution
of one belieffor another but a protracted and
complex process. We have seen how customs
which we can call pagan vanished and were
replaced by others with a Christian content.
At the same time, we can observe that people
never stopped performing various religious
rituals at their farms. We cannot understand
this phenomenon if we view it in isolation and
see it as an expression of general cultural
conservatism. By maintaining such customs,
people recreated basic ideas about life in the
district, where the farm continued to be a
centre for important social relations. There is
thus social structural continuity through
time, a continuity that lasted from the Iron
Age until modern times, through all the
changes in the religious and ideological
means of expression.

The aim of this paper has not only been to
study the change of religion but also the
phenomenon as revealed in material culture.
As we have seen, small artefacts in particular
were important as media for expressing
religious ideas. We have also seen how the

places where the objects were deposited - in
the soil with the ancestors or in the waters of
the offertory lake - were living and active
elements in the landscape, able to guide the
location of farms and fields. This was a
landscape of production, but at the same time
a ritual and social landscape.

The time around 1400 marks the terminus
of our study. After this we can no longer study
the religious ideas in the way that was
possible before, that is, through artefacts.
Does this break reflect a change of a greater
general scope? Although our material is
limited, I shall nevertheless try to argue that
this was indeed the case.

Material property in Scandinavian society
at the time with which we are concerned. the
Late Viking Age and Early Middle Ages, was
not conceptually separable from its owner.
We may quote here the famous Russian
historian Aaron Gurevich, who has consid-
ered the phenomenon in several works:
"Things in general could embody the
qualities of their owners; this may refer not
only to land, but to swords, horses, ships, and
treasures aswell" (Gurevich 1970,p.43). The
thing was a part of the owner, and when
material objects were given away, whether as
gifts or as offerings, they were not just symb-
ols of friendship or religious invocation. It
was conceived of as a part of the owner
himself being handed over to another person
or a divine power. In this way, artefacts took
on an importance far beyond their simple
function as ornaments, weapons, drinking
vessels, and so on. Against this background,
we can also better understand the strong
ideological role played by artefacts in graves
and votive sites.

The special and crucial role played by
material possessions in the Early Middle
Ages was gradually lost, although the belief
in individual objects as lucky amulets with
supernatural powers has survived for a long
time. The meaning of objects became in-
creasingly economic, and in religious rituals
the verbal invocation through prayer became
the central feature of the Christian church,s
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