LUND UNIVERSITY

Coming across a hidden problem in an excluded population: professionals’ experiences of
disclosures of sexual violence by young migrants

Andersson Nystedt, Tanya; Svensson, Pia; Herder, Tobias; Asamoah, Benedict Oppong;
Ouis, Pernilla; Agardh, Anette

DOI:
10.18332/popmed/164 164

2023

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):

Andersson Nystedt, T., Svensson, P., Herder, T., Asamoah, B. O., Ouis, P., & Agardh, A. (2023). Coming across
a hidden problem in an excluded population: professionals’ experiences of disclosures of sexual violence by
young migrants. Poster session presented at 17th World Congress on Public Health, Rome, Italy.
https://doi.org/10.18332/popmed/164164

Total number of authors:
6

General rights

Unless other specific re-use rights are stated the following general rights apply:

Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors
and/or other copyright owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the
legal requirements associated with these rights.

» Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study
or research.

« You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain

* You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal

Read more about Creative commons licenses: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove
access to the work immediately and investigate your claim.

LUND UNIVERSITY

PO Box 117
221 00 Lund
+46 46-222 00 00


https://doi.org/10.18332/popmed/164164
https://portal.research.lu.se/en/publications/60286774-0604-4133-96eb-bf72287e9ec3
https://doi.org/10.18332/popmed/164164

Download date: 07. Dec. 2025



Coming across a hidden problem 1n an excluded population: a
qualitative study of professionals’ experiences of young
migrants’ disclosures of sexual violence

ANDERSSON NYSTEDT T.', SVENSSON P.", HERDER T.» ASAMOAH B.O." OUIS P.2, AGARDH A.’

UNIVERSITY

1. SOCIAL MEDICINE AND GLOBAL HEALTH, DEPARTMENT OF CLINICAL SCIENCES, MALMO, FACULTY OF MEDICINE, LUND UNIVERSITY, SWEDEN
2. DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WORK, FACULTY OF HEALTH AND SOCIETY, MALMO UNIVERSITY, MALMO, SWEDEN

* Professionals perceived young migrants to be vulnerable to sexual
violence as part of a larger structural vulnerability and as a result of their
marginalised position in society.

* Professionals felt a great deal of responsibility to meet the many and
varied needs that they perceived contributed to young migrants
vulnerabilities.

Background and Aim

“Lacking basic rights opens up the possibility
of being exploited. It is actually quite
obvious; they have to meet their basic needs
in some way. It also makes having any form
of risk assessment difficult. You might have
to sleep somewhere where you are not safe
or at an unsafe person’s place. Or to make

MCthOdS money. You end up in a very risky
environment.”

Growing evidence suggests that young migrants are particularly vulnerable to
sexual violence. As young migrants often lack family and social networks,
professionals are often the recipients of disclosures of sexual violence. This
study aimed to explore how professionals experience meeting young
migrants disclosing experiences of sexual violence.

14 semi-structured in-depth interviews were conducted with a range of
professionals from the public sector and civil society in southern Sweden. All
participants had experienced disclosures of sexual violence from young
migrants. Data were analysed using qualitative content analysis resulting in
manifest categories and latent themes of professionals’ experiences.
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