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Abstract

How can instrumental music group tuition in Swedish Art and Music Schools (SAMS) contribute to a more inclusive and democratic society? Swedish policy documents for SAMS propose a change from the traditional one-to-one teaching to group teaching, based on the aim to enable more equal access for all children, regardless of economical or geographical conditions. 

Social inclusion and musical progression are often set against each other; you cannot achieve both. In my PhD project, I have made stimulated recall interviews with three teachers from the classical instrument tradition who taught groups of 4–5 students, as well as a concluding focus group interview with these teachers, aiming to investigate the potential balancing act between social inclusion and musical progression. The interview material consists of 13 hours of video and audio recordings from 22 occasions and 242 pages of transcriptions. Additionally, I have undertaken a critical reading of educational policy documents (569 pages), using the “What’s the problem represented to be”-approach by Carol Bacchi (2012). The entire set of data was analysed through qualitative content analysis.  

The observed collective teaching showed clear signs of democratic practices; for example, the students were active in shaping the teaching. This indicates that group teaching can be a tool for conveying democratic values to the students. However, the connection between practice and policy is not evident; the teachers’ personal traits and underlying value convictions as well as their ambition to create group affiliation seem to shape the teaching. 

Communities of Musical Practice (CoMP: Kenny, 2016) is the theoretical framework for my dissertation. In a functional CoMP, progression and inclusion develop reciprocally, which is supported by my study. The rationale of my thesis is to examine this “third option” where both inclusion and progression can be simultaneously and reciprocally developed. 
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