
LUND UNIVERSITY

PO Box 117
221 00 Lund
+46 46-222 00 00

Beyond "Volute Capitals"

Materials, Meaning, and Adaptations of a Phoenician Motif
Faegersten, Fanni; López-Ruiz, Carolina

Published in:
Journal of Eastern Mediterranean Archaeology and Heritage Studies

DOI:
10.5325/jeasmedarcherstu.11.2-3.0229

2023

Document Version:
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Faegersten, F., & López-Ruiz, C. (2023). Beyond "Volute Capitals": Materials, Meaning, and Adaptations of a
Phoenician Motif. Journal of Eastern Mediterranean Archaeology and Heritage Studies, 11(2-3), 229-255.
https://doi.org/10.5325/jeasmedarcherstu.11.2-3.0229

Total number of authors:
2

Creative Commons License:
Unspecified

General rights
Unless other specific re-use rights are stated the following general rights apply:
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors
and/or other copyright owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the
legal requirements associated with these rights.
 • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study
or research.
 • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
 • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal

Read more about Creative commons licenses: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove
access to the work immediately and investigate your claim.

https://doi.org/10.5325/jeasmedarcherstu.11.2-3.0229
https://portal.research.lu.se/en/publications/b2b022b9-ac58-4391-b7d1-c5a900e576b1
https://doi.org/10.5325/jeasmedarcherstu.11.2-3.0229


JOURNAL OF EASTERN 

MEDITERRANEAN 

ARCHAEOLOGY AND 

HERITAGE STUDIES

T H E  P E N N S Y L V A N I A  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y  P R E S S V O L .  1 1    N O S .  2 –3    2 0 2 3

JEMAHS



E D I TO R S

Ann E. Killebrew, The  

Pennsylvania State University, 

University Park (USA)

Sandra A. Scham, The Catholic 

University of America (USA)

A S S I S TA N T  E D I TO R S

Ina Berg, University of  

Manchester (UK) 

Hanan Charaf, Lebanese  

University  (Lebanon)

B O O K  R E V I E W  E D I TO R S

Grace Erny, University of  

California, Berkeley (USA)

Melanie Godsey, Texas Tech 

University (USA)

E D I TO R I A L  A S S I S TA N T

Gabriele Faßbeck, Independent 

Scholar (USA)

Salam Al-Kuntar, University  

of Pennsylvania (USA)

Lorenzo d’Alfonso, New York 

University (USA)

Jere L. Bacharach, University  

of Washington (USA)

Reinhard Bernbeck, Freie  

Universität Berlin (Germany)

Scott Bucking, DePaul  

University (USA)

Eric H. Cline, The George  

Washington University (USA)

Anastasia Dakouri-Hild,  

University of Virginia (USA)

Stella Demesticha, University of 

Cyprus (Cyprus)

Elif Denel, American Research 

Institute in Turkey, Ankara 

(Turkey)

Müge Durusu Tanrıöver, Bilkent 

University (Turkey)

John D. M. Green, Miami  

University (USA)

Joseph A. Greene, Harvard 

University (USA)

Matthew Harpster, Koç  

University (Turkey)

Rabei G. Khamisy, University  

of Haifa (Israel)

Mark Leone, University of  

Maryland, College Park (USA)

Thomas E. Levy, University of 

California, San Diego (USA)

Alexander Nagel, State Univer-

sity of New York, FIT (USA)

Shelley-Anne Peleg, Independent 

Scholar (Israel)

Susan Pollock, Freie Universität 

Berlin (Germany) 

Rubina Raja, Aarhus University 

and Centre for Urban Network 

Evolutions (Denmark)

Benjamin A. Saidel, East  

Carolina University (USA)

Joshua Samuels, The Catholic 

University of America (USA)

Katharina Schmidt,

Muenster University and German 

Archaeological Institute (Germany)

Neil A. Silberman, University of 

Massachusetts Amherst (USA)

Sharon R. Steadman, SUNY 

Cortland (USA)

Margreet Steiner, Independent 

Scholar (The Netherlands)

James M. Weinstein,  

Cornell University (USA)

Donald Whitcomb, The  

University of Chicago (USA)

Naama Yahalom-Mack, The 

Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

(Israel)

E D I TO R I A L  A N D  A D V I S O R Y  B O A R D

J E M A H S

Front cover photo: Phoenician female drummer figurines from Achziv (eighth–seventh centuries BCE) on display at the Israel 
Museum. (Photo by A. E.  Killebrew.)



 V O L .
ID:p0005

 1 1        N O S .  2 –3   2 0 2 3 

     JOURNAL
ID:ti0005

 OF EASTERN 

MEDITERRANEAN 

ARCHAEOLOGY AND 

HERITAGE STUDIES 

     
ID:p0010

  Introduction: Phoenician Religion and Cult across the Mediterranean 

 Meir
ID:p0015

 Edrey 

  A R T I C L E S  

ID:ti0010

   
ID:p0020

  Phoenician Religion in the Homeland: New Insights from Recent 

Archaeological Discoveries 

 Hélène
ID:p0025

 Sader 

   
ID:p0030

  Phoenician Iron Smithing and Cult at Persian-Period Tel Akko 

 Ann
ID:p0035

 E. Killebrew 

   
ID:p0040

  � e Bearded Man and the Pregnant Woman Terracotta Figurines: A Case 

of Divine “Open Relationship” in Persian-Period Levant? 

 Ida
ID:p0045

 Oggiano and Fabio Porzia 

   
ID:p0050

  Divine Connections: Case Studies in the Phoenician Context 

 Giuseppe
ID:p0055

 Garbati 

   
ID:p0060

  Achaemenid / Early Zoroastrian Infl uences on Phoenician Cultic 

Practices during the Persian Period 

 Meir
ID:p0065

 Edrey 

   
ID:p0070

  Beyond “Volute Capitals”: Materials, Meaning, and Adaptations   

of a Phoenician Motif 

 Fanni
ID:p0075

 Faegersten and Carolina López-Ruiz 

   
ID:p0080

  Architecture and Afterlife: Small Portable Shrines and Ritual Activities 

from Tyre to Ibiza 

 Adriano
ID:p0085

 Orsingher 



   
ID:p0090

  Creating Communities of Mourners through the Sense of Taste: � e 

Consumption of Bread in Liminal Rites 

 Meritxell
ID:p0095

 Ferrer and Mireia López-Bertran 

   
ID:p0100

  � e Phoenician-Punic Sanctuary of Ras il-Wardija (Gozo): A 

Reassessment of the Cult and Ritual of Astarte in the Light of Recent 

Discoveries by the Sapienza Archaeological Mission at Gozo–Ras 

il-Wardija Project (–) 

 Federica
ID:p0105

 Spagnoli 

   
ID:p0110

  Battles beneath the Sea: Phoenician Votive Off erings as a Possible 

Religious Response to Extreme Marine Events in the Gulf of Cadiz 

 Manuel
ID:p0115

 Álvarez-Mart í -Aguilar 

   
ID:p0120

  Clay Boat Models from Yavneh-Yam: Toward an Understanding of � eir 

Chronology, Function, and Use 

 Moshe
ID:p0125

 Fischer( ז ” ל ), Alexander Fantalkin, Itamar Taxel, Liora Bouzaglou,   

and Oren Tal 

  B O O K  R E V I E W S  

   
ID:p0130

   Encyclopaedic Dictionary of Phoenician Culture II.: Religion—Deities and 

Mythical Characters,  edited by Herbert Niehr and Paolo Xella 

 Reviewed
ID:p0135

 by Megan Daniels 

   
ID:p0140

   Painting the Mediterranean Phoenician: On Canaanite-Phoenician   

Trade-Nets,  by Dalit Regev 

 Reviewed
ID:p0145

 by Meir Edrey 

   
ID:p0150

   New Light on Canaanite-Phoenician Pottery,  by Dalit Regev 

 Reviewed
ID:p0155

 by Jolanta Młynarczyk 

   
ID:p0150111

   � e History and Archaeology of Phoenicia , by Hélène Sader;  Phoenician 

Identity in Context: Material Cultural  Koiné  in the Iron Age Levant , by Meir 

Edrey; and  Phoenicians and the Making of the Mediterranean , by Carolina 

López-Ruiz 

 Reviewed
ID:p015511111

 by Ann E. Killebrew 



    
ID:p0160

                                

                              (       )

 is
ID:p0165

 a peer-reviewed journal published by the Pennsylvania State 

University Press.  JEMAHS  is devoted to traditional, anthropological, 

social, and applied archaeologies of the eastern Mediterranean, 

encompassing both prehistoric and historic periods. Th e journal’s 

geographic range spans three continents and brings together, as no 

academic periodical has done before, the archaeologies of Greece and 

the Aegean, Anatolia, the Levant, Cyprus, Egypt, and North Africa. 

 As
ID:p0170

 the journal will not be identifi ed with any particular archaeological 

discipline, the editors invite articles from all varieties of professionals 

who work on the past cultures of the modern countries bordering the 

eastern Mediterranean Sea. Similarly, a broad range of topics will be 

covered including, but by no means limited to: 

  Excavation
ID:p0175

 and survey fi eld results; 

 Landscape
ID:p0180

 archaeology and GIS; 

 Underwater
ID:p0185

 archaeology; 

 Archaeological
ID:p0190

 sciences and archaeometry; 

 Material
ID:p0195

 culture studies; 

 Ethnoarchaeology; 
ID:p0200  Social
ID:p0205

 archaeology; 

 Conservation
ID:p0210

 and heritage studies; 

 Cultural
ID:p0215

 heritage management; 

 Sustainable
ID:p0220

 tourism development; and 

 New
ID:p0225

 technologies/virtual reality.  

 Appearing
ID:p0230

 four times a year in February, May, August, and November, 

the journal will engage professionals and scholars of archaeology 

and heritage studies as well as non-practitioners and students, both 

graduate and undergraduate. 

 In
ID:p0235

 addition to combining traditional and theoretical archaeological 

data and interpretation, the journal’s articles may range from early 

prehistory to recent historical time periods. It also aims to publish 

accessible, jargon-free, readable, color-illustrated articles that will be 

informative for professional and non-professional readers. Th e journal 

does not publish unprovenanced artifacts purchased on the antiquities 

market or objects from private collections. 

     

 Digital
ID:p0240

 submissions should be sent to: www.editorialmanager.com/ 

JEMAHS . All correspondence should be sent to: Dr. Ann E. Killebrew 

( aek11@psu.edu ). By submitting their work to  JEMAHS , authors agree 

to editorial modifi cations of their manuscripts that are designed to 

help  JEMAHS  fulfi ll its mission. 

 Articles
ID:p0280

 should be submitted as a MS Word fi le together with all 

illustrations (1200 dpi for black and white; 600 dpi for grayscale;   

and at least 300 dpi for color) referenced in the manuscript. 

 Permissions
ID:p0285

 to use photographs and copyrights for all illustrations   

are the responsibility of the authors and need to be included when   

the manuscript is submitted. (For more information regarding   

copyright issues for authors, go to:  http://psupress.org/author/     

author_copyright.html). Papers should be limited to not more than   

20–25 manuscript pages or ca. 6,000–7,000 words. Shorter papers are   

welcome, but authors wishing to submit a paper longer than   

25 manuscript pages (including endnotes, references, and appendices) 

should consult with the editors in advance. 

 For
ID:p0250

 complete author submission guidelines, please visit:   

http://www.psupress.org/journals/jnls_JEMAHS.html 

      

 Th e
ID:p0255

  Journal of Eastern Mediterranean Archaeology and Heritage Studies  

is published quarterly by the Pennsylvania State University Press, 820 

N. University Dr., USB 1, Suite C, University Park, PA 16802. Print 

subscriptions, claims, and changes of address should be directed to our 

subscription agent, the Johns Hopkins University Press, P.O. Box 19966, 

Baltimore, MD 21211, phone 1-800-548-1784 (outside USA and Canada: 

410-516-6987),  jrnlcirc@jh.edu . Subscribers are requested to notify the 

Johns Hopkins University Press and their local postmaster immediately 

of change of address. All correspondence of a business nature, including 

permissions and advertising, should be addressed to the Pennsylvania 

State University Press,  journals@psu.edu . Th e journal is available online 

through the Scholarly Publishing Collective. 

 Th e
ID:p0260

 Pennsylvania State University Press is a member of the 

Association of University Presses.  

      

JEMAHS

ID:p0265

 is registered under its ISSN (2166-3548 [E-ISSN 2166-3556]) 

with the Copyright Clearance Center, 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, 

MA 01923 (www.copyright.com). For information about reprints 

or multiple copying for classroom use, contact the CCC’s Academic 

Permissions Service, or write to the Pennsylvania State University 

Press, 820 N. University Dr., USB 1, Suite C, University Park, PA 16802. 

 Copyright
ID:p0270

 © 2023 by Th e Pennsylvania State University. All rights 

reserved. No copies may be made without the written permission of 

the publisher.     



     

  , . , . –, 

Copyright © 2023 Th e Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA

https://doi.org/10.5325/jeasmedarcherstu.11.2–3.0229

       
ID:ti0015

  Th e
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 stylized volute motif is attested throughout the 

Levant and in areas of Phoenician settlement or cul-

tural infl uence. Much of the debate of this motif has 

focused on the volute’s appearance in Israelite monu-

mental architecture (the so-called Proto-Aeolic capital). 

Th is article provides a fresh discussion of the motif ’s 

depiction within Phoenician art and iconography 

through various media, including ivory and sculpture. 

Th e architectural versions in stone derive from a much 

larger repertoire in portable media and in wood, which 

included inlaying techniques and color patterns not 

easily transferable into stone. Th is essay stresses the 

symbolic meaning of the volute motif and its adapt-

ability by other Mediterranean cultures, from Israel and 

Cyprus to Iberia. Th e volute, moreover, has the quality 

of an otherworldly hybrid entity, strongly associated 

with hybrid creatures and other stylized vegetal motifs 

invoking eternal regeneration, which explains the use of 

the motif in funerary and sacred contexts. 

            BEYONDID:ti0005            BEY  “VOLUTE CAPITALS” 
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  Proto-Aeolic capitals  ,   Phoenician ivories  ,   Israelite archi-

tecture  ,   woodwork and color patterns  ,   sphinxes  

     Introducing
ID:ti0025

 the Volute Motif and Its 
Phoenician Contexts 

  From
ID:p0075

 the hills of Galilee to the Gadir archipelago, the 

volute motif—often referred to as “volute capital” and 

also “Proto-Aeolic capital”—is a constant within the 

Iron Age symbolic repertoire, whether marking the 

entrances of buildings and chamber tombs or framing 

divine or fantastic figures. This stylized vegetal motif 

was profusely used in Phoenician religious contexts, 

and it was broadly adapted in areas such as Cyprus, 

Israel, Etruria, and Iberia, where local groups par-

ticipated in a shared visual culture of Levantine fla-

vor, as part of the “orientalizing” trend marked by a 

Phoenician synthesis of Near Eastern art and themes 

(López-Ruiz 2021: 307–12 for an overview; Ciasca 

1961, 1962; Almagro-Gorbea 2010; Franklin 2011, 2023; 

Lipschits 2011; Mart í n Ruiz and Garc í a Carretero 2021).  

  Due
ID:p0080

 to their monumentality, the architectonic stone 

capitals found in Israel and the Transjordan have often 

eclipsed the relevance of the volute motif in other for-

mats and media. The earliest monumental capitals were 


