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origins and previously, arguably, inseparable nature, it is only recently that the
relationship between the contemporary categories of statelessness and refugeeness
have been the subject of significant interest.4

Understanding this relationship is important for several reasons. First, there are
a significant number of people who have been, or could be labelled, as stateless
refugees under international law. In 2016 the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees (‘UNHCR’) reported that there were 22.5 million
refugees globally, of which at least 6.5 million were believed to have been
stateless.’ Second, where research has been undertaken on this relationship, it has
generally been from a legal or policy perspective that has tended to uphold the
categories as clearly distinct.® Third, the growing body of research exploring this
relationship from a range of disciplinary backgrounds and perspectives is proving
to be empirically and theoretically rich.”

This article seeks to build upon this research and further address the gap in our
understanding of this relationship by exploring how Palestinian refugees from
Syria (‘PRS’) in Sweden conceptualised their categorisation as either stateless,
refugees, both of these or some variation thereof. The narratives of how the
participants’ experienced these labels before, during and after their flight from
Syria to Sweden were considered to cast as wide an analytical net as possible, as

I Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees, opened for signature 28 July 1951, 189 UNTS
150 (entered into force 22 April 1954) (‘1951 Refugee Convention’); Convention Relating to
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