
LUND UNIVERSITY

PO Box 117
221 00 Lund
+46 46-222 00 00

Statelessness and Poverty Reduction through the Lens of Structural Violence: A Short
Essay

Tucker, Jason Edward

DOI:
10.31219/osf.io/jmhgu

2017

Document Version:
Early version, also known as pre-print

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Tucker, J. E. (2017). Statelessness and Poverty Reduction through the Lens of Structural Violence: A Short
Essay. OSF Preprints. https://doi.org/10.31219/osf.io/jmhgu

Total number of authors:
1

Creative Commons License:
CC BY

General rights
Unless other specific re-use rights are stated the following general rights apply:
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors
and/or other copyright owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the
legal requirements associated with these rights.
 • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study
or research.
 • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
 • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal

Read more about Creative commons licenses: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove
access to the work immediately and investigate your claim.

https://doi.org/10.31219/osf.io/jmhgu
https://portal.research.lu.se/en/publications/7c1bada8-2a88-4994-a8ab-8c8868717c5f
https://doi.org/10.31219/osf.io/jmhgu


Pre-print December 2017 
 

 1 

Statelessness and Poverty Reduction through the Lens of Structural 
Violence: A Short Essay  

 
Jason Tucker  

Malmö University 
 

To better understand and tackle 

poverty amongst stateless people it is proposed 

here that statelessness be considered through 

the lens of structural violence. While it is a 

contested termi, when discussing statelessness 

here, I refer to someone ‘who is not considered 

as a national by any State under the operation 

of its law’.ii   

There are vast inequalities within the world 

system depending on if one holds citizenship 

of a state or if one is stateless.iii Paraphrasing 

Farmer et al’s seminal work, with this inequality 

in mind, statelessness could thus be considered 

a form of social arrangement that puts those 

affected by it in harm’s way.iv It is “embedded 

in ubiquitous social structures [and] 

normalized by stable institutions and regular 

experience”.v “The arrangements are structural 

because they are embedded in the political and 

economic organization of our social world”vi, 

and “[they] are violent because they result in 

avoidable deaths, illness, and injury; and they 

reproduce violence by marginalizing people 

and communities, constraining their 

capabilities and agency, assaulting their dignity, 

and sustaining inequalities.”vii  

The denial of citizenship of any state can 

render people disproportionality vulnerable. 

The right to a citizenship is not only a human 

right in and of itself, but the lack of any 

citizenship can amplify, facilitate, or multiply 

the violation of other human rights.viii   

The definition of harm caused by structural 

violence is a useful analytical lens when 

discussing poverty reduction amongst stateless 

people. This is because harm is not only 

claimed to be caused by explicit violence 

against stateless individuals or communities, 

but also by states - as the ultimate authority in 

the regulation of citizenship - allowing for the 

creation and perpetuation of statelessness. 

Therefore, indifference towards resolving 

statelessness, or protecting those who are 

stateless, is not seen as a neutral position, (a 

position often justified as resulting from a lack 

of political will or resources), but one that 

maintains a structure of violence: It is a 

deliberate and active act of violence. 

While the 1954 Convention on the Status of 

Stateless Persons ix  and the 1961 Convention 

on the Reduction of Statelessnessx are useful 

legal benchmarks, states’ compliance with 

these should not lead to the assumption that 

the structural violence of statelessness has been 

resolved.  

Taking structural violence as our lens facilities 

analysis of the causes and consequences of 

statelessness at various levels, at different times 

and across spaces. This allows for a more 

contextualized understanding that shine a light 

on previously invisible structures and the 

political and economic organization of the 

social worlds within which the stateless live. 

Doing so is not only necessary for 

understanding statelessness, but also for 

addressing the poverty that arises as a result.xi  

In addition, this structural understanding 

allows for a greater appreciation of the 
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interrelated nature of the SGDs and how this 

relates to statelessness. For example, poverty 

reduction for stateless people cannot be 

achieved without removing gender 

discrimination in nationality, (under Goal 5), or 

ensuring access to a legal identity, (Goal 16.9). 

It also allows for statelessness to be addressed 

more sustainably by deconstructing the 

structures that perpetuate it at the local, 

regional, national and international level.  

Seeing statelessness as a form of structural 

violence explains why statelessness is not 

normally temporary; indeed, it is notoriously 

difficult to resolve. Statelessness is largely 

protracted, often indefinite xii  and 

intergenerational.xiii While there has been some 

progress is solving some stateless situations, 

these are rare, and new cases are constantly 

arising.  

In seeking to facilitate the agency of the 

stateless to access basic needs, by 

deconstructing the structures that constrain 

them, we would also be working towards a 

solution to statelessness. This is because 

challenging the structural violence of 

statelessness, reducing poverty and findings 

solutions to statelessness are all one and the 

same.  
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