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I spent most of my PhD in the dark, alone with 
streptomycetes, patiently watching them grow, 
divide, and take shape. Before this sounds too 
dramatic, by “in the dark” I of course mean the 
microscope room. There, I learned that Streptomyces 
mycelia, like people, are shaped by coordination 
within a community, and that faithful cell division 
relies on every step being carefully coordinated, 

much as life’s important milestones depend on careful preparation and 
effective execution. Every so often in the dim microscope room, a result 
would appear that made the room feel a little brighter..

9
7
8
9
1
9
0

2
0
2
6
5
4

N
O

RD
IC

 S
W

A
N

 E
C

O
LA

BE
L 

30
41

 0
90

3
Pr

in
te

d 
by

 M
ed

ia
-T

ry
ck

, L
un

d 
20

26

Thinking Like Streptomyces
FROM A SINGLE GROWING TIP TO A COMMUNITY TAKING SHAPE


