LUND UNIVERSITY

In The Making
Traversing the project exhibition In the Desert of Modernity: Colonial Planning and After

von Osten, Marion

2018

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):

von Osten, M. (2018). In The Making: Traversing the project exhibition In the Desert of Modernity: Colonial
Planning and After. [Doctoral Thesis (artistic), Lund University]. Malmé Faculty of Fine and Performing Arts,
Lund University.

Total number of authors:
1

Creative Commons License:
Unspecified

General rights

Unless other specific re-use rights are stated the following general rights apply:

Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors
and/or other copyright owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the
legal requirements associated with these rights.

» Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study
or research.

* You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain

* You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal

Read more about Creative commons licenses: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove
access to the work immediately and investigate your claim.

LUND UNIVERSITY
PO Box 117

221 00 Lund
+46 46-222 00 00

Download date: 24. Apr. 2024


https://portal.research.lu.se/en/publications/1f638ef0-9ff2-44e1-86f5-2942053b5845

In the Making

Traversing the project exhibition:
In the Desert of Modernity. Colonial Planning and After.

Marion von Osten

D

UNIVERSITY

~

DOCTORAL DISSERTATION
by due permission of the Malmé Faculty of

Fine and Performing Arts, Lund University, Sweden.
To be defended at Malmo Art Academy, May 31, 2018 at 10.00.

Faculty opponent
Dr. Lucy Cotter



Organization IN THE MAKING

LUND UNIVERSITY A RESEARCH BASED PRACTICE
Date of issue: 25. April 2018

MARION VON OSTEN Sponsoring organization

IN THE MAKING

Traversing the project exhibition: In the Desert of Modernity. Colonial Planning and After.

The principal aim of my PhD research is to think through practices involved in the
making of In the Desert of Modernity. Colonial Planning and After (Berlin 2008,
Casablanca 2009), that constituted as well as traversed the exhibitions and went
beyond. The project developed through a transnational constellation of culture
producers, scholars, and activists from Berlin, Zurich, Paris, Delft and Casablanca.
In the process of its experimental study mode the finding was made that European
ideas on architecture and urbanism were projected onto postwar French North
African colonies, where they underwent change, modification, and testing before
being re-projected back onto architecture and urban planning in France and
Switzerland in the late 1950s. Through the creation of a transnational network,
including architects, activists and local inhabitants from Casablanca, it became
evident that the construction sites of the architectural cases under investigation
became sites of anticolonial revolt in 1952 in Morocco. These findings revised
existing assumptions by Western scholars and called for the decolonializing of the
European episteme on modernist housing and urbanism.

Completing the PhD research made me see the project exhibitions of In the Desert of
Modernity in Berlin and Casablanca not as endpoints. Instead, this thesis addresses
practices as in continuation, rather than completed through events and curatorial
methods. The need to establish a mode of thinking that allows constant revision
created temporalities and socialites that revealed exhibitions as a too-limited frame
for analysis and for a decolonializing practice. Instead practices that transcend the
“show” are discussed in six chapters focussing each on a specific site, a document,
conceptual thinking or conversational dialog. I conclude that the PhD research
allowed me to think through my parainstitutional practice that aims to take long
durational, dialogical and material approaches and local agencies into account. From
the perspective of “in the making,” I imagine a new understanding of culture
production that also asks for supplements of our existing institutional infrastructures.
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Marion von Osten is an artist, researcher and exhibition
maker. She is a founding member of the Center for Postcolonial
Knowledge and Culture (CPKC) and kleines postfordistisches
Drama (kpD) in Berlin as well as of the media collective Labor
k3000 Ziirich. Beyond her artistic practice, she initiates long
term research projects and exhibitions. Between 2006 and 2012,
she was Professor for Art and Communication at the Academy
of Fine Arts, Vienna, and from 1999 to 2006 Professor of
Artistic Practice and researcher at the Institute for the Theory of
Art and Design (ith ZHDK), Zirich. Prior to that she was
curator at Shedhalle Ziirich (1996-1999).
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