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Rapid population growth, urbanisation, dietary 
shift, urban poverty, and food insecurity are 
some of the forces driving some urban dwellers 
to engage in agricultural activities in urban areas, 
rural areas or both. This thesis looks at the parti-
cipation rates in agriculture by urban households 
and its importance to their livelihood. It further 
examines the urban poultry value chain to de-
termine the upgrading mechanisms of the value 
chain actors. Results indicate that agricultural 
production by urban households is an important 

livelihood activity, contributing directly to food security through consumption 
of own produced food or indirectly through earning income from sale of the 
produces. Other actors not directly involved in agricultural production, such as 
input and output traders also benefit from urban agriculture.

SAMUEL ONYANGO OMONDI has a background in Agricultural Education 
and Extension (BSc) and Agricultural and Applied Economics (MSc). Urban-Ba-
sed Agriculture and Poultry Production: The Case of Kisumu and Thika in Kenya 
is his doctoral thesis.
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To my mother, Benta Atieno Omondi 



Light up the darkness (Bob Marley) 
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“the growing of plants and the raising of animals 
for food and other uses within and around cities and towns, and related activities 
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