LUND UNIVERSITY

Comparing Cousins: A Harmonized Analysis of Racket Sport Set Scores Based on
Racketlon World Tour Results

Borg, Markus; Boreham, Richard

2015

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):

Borg, M., & Boreham, R. (2015). Comparing Cousins: A Harmonized Analysis of Racket Sport Set Scores Based
on Racketlon World Tour Results. Abstract from 1st World Conference on the Science of Net and Wall Games,
Szombathely, Hungary.

Total number of authors:
2

General rights

Unless other specific re-use rights are stated the following general rights apply:

Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors
and/or other copyright owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the
legal requirements associated with these rights.

» Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study
or research.

« You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain

* You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal

Read more about Creative commons licenses: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/

Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove
access to the work immediately and investigate your claim.

LUND UNIVERSITY

PO Box 117
221 00 Lund
+46 46-222 00 00


https://portal.research.lu.se/en/publications/d8b0b199-3fa3-4b08-bc96-05ac1d31c06e

COMPARING COUSINS: A HARMONIZED ANALYSIS OF RACKET SPORT SET
SCORES BASED ON RACKETLON WORLD TOUR RESULTS
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richard.boreham@natcen.ac.uk

While tennis, table tennis, badminton, and squash have several characteristics in common, they all
have different scoring systems. Due to the different scoring systems, direct comparisons of match
scores across racket sport have not yet been possible. Instead, comparative studies between racket
sports have so far required scaling of match scores to a common format. However, such rescaling
does not capture the mental aspects of different scoring systems, e.g., how the hierarchical scoring in
tennis influences players differently as compared to the point-a-rally scoring of squash. In 2015, the
English Racketlon Association introduced a new ranking system based on a ratings system, i.e., a
player’s ranking depends on the individual performance in each match played. Moreover, as the rules
of racketlon harmonizes the scoring systems of the racket sports, and the UK ranking system is based
on match results from more than a year of international racketlon tournaments, a unique
comparison of set scores across racket sports is now possible. We present an initial analysis of how
set scores compare for different racket sports when the harmonized scoring system of racketlon is
used. Our analysis shows that table tennis is the sport in which big wins are most likely. Furthermore,
we report that while the variance in badminton and squash set scores decreases for better players,
the opposite applies to table tennis matches. Our comparative study provides a novel perspective on
set scores in competitive matches in the world’s four major racket sports, and our findings reveal
that table tennis is particularly different. Future work should explore a larger set of match results,
but our insights might already be used to inspire future match tactics and training regimes in racket
sports.



