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Abstract

This study concerns with the evolution of morphological patterns that often arise on the interface of bi-material, so called metal
-precipitate phase, due to the instability of the interfaces. The instability leads to growth or retraction of small perturbation, which
may determine the formation of a variety of morphological patterns initially arising on surfaces of growing precipitates at small
length scales. To better understand the cause of different patterns on the bi-material interfaces, an analytical study of the stability
of the precipitate-matrix interface is performed. First, a wavy interface perturbation is used to examine the spontaneous variations
that occur at the precipitate-matrix interface. Then, the analysis utilises Cerruti?s solution to compute the perturbed stress field
surrounding the interface. It is shown that a virtually flat interface subjected to tension is in general unstable. The amplitude of
sinusoidal perturbations decays for short wave lengths and grow for longer wave lengths. Both a critical wave length for which the
perturbation amplitude is unaffected and a specific ditto which obtain maximum perturbation growth rate are derived
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1. Introduction

A variety of morphological patterns initially arise on the surfaces of growing precipitates at small length scales if the
nuclei overcome certain energy barrier. The patterns could be ridges, wrinkles or fringes, etc. Fig. 1 show platelets
forming at the interface of a zirconium hydride precipitate formed in zirconium metal containing high concentration
of hydrogen, cf. Singh et al. (2006). Formation of these patterns directly influence the final shape of precipitates and
the morphological and micro-structural differences of precipitates affect the fracture process and has consequences
for the strength of the material. The initial cause of these morphological pattern is assumed to be due to the instability
of the interface between precipitates and the original matrix.

There have been several approaches to study the interface instability in the past by Grinfeld (1993); Asaro and
Tiller (1972). These studies are rather general approaches related with the instability of bi-materials, and less related
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Interface

a)

Fig. 1. Zirconium hydride precipitate situated at the surface of a zirconium alloy tube. The tube was exposed to a hydrogen rich environment. cf.
Singh et al. (2006).

to the case that one material expands while the both materials are exposed to remote stress field. The expansion of
the material may alter a lot the situation at the interface as compared because of large local variation of the stress
field. In the studies of Reheman (2017); Stahle and Reheman (2016), this situation is taken into consideration and
implemented numerically by using a phase field method.

In the present study, an analytical study of the interface instability which leads to the growth and retraction of
waviness between metal and precipitate interface is performed. The effect of expansion of precipitates is included
in the derivation of stress distribution of a perturbed plane bi-material interface. It is implemented when utilising a
classic formulation of the Cerruti’s solution for half space subjected to a tangential surface line-load, cf. Fung (1965).
The body under consideration is subjected to uniaxial stretching. The solution cover both plane stress and plane strain.

2. Analytical model for wavy interface and results

Consider a body with a virtually flat bi-material interface, the materials A and B on each side of the interface
have identical elastic material properties with the elastic modulus E’ and Poisson’s ratio v'. A Cartesian coordinate
system is attached to the bi-material interface with the x,-direction along the normal of the interface. Without loss
of generality a plane stress case is studied. The solution of the corresponding plane strain case is obtained simply by
replacing E’, v and the expansion strain €; with the following

B = E plane stress _ v pl. stress d _ € pl. stress )
" 1E/(1=v?) plLstrain > ~ |v/(1-v) plstrain 7l &/(1+v) pl.strain ~

Prior to the phase transformation, the entire body is stretched €, in the x;-direction by a uniaxial stress o;; =
0« /E’. The only difference between the upper and lower half-spaces is that the one occupying the lower half-space,
xp < 0, after a phase transformation in the absence of tractions, obtains a uniform expansion of €. Thus, the phase
transformation decreases the stress in the lower half space with —(€]/2)E’, and increases it in the upper half-space
with (e€;/2)E’. All other stresses vanish as long as the interface is perfectly flat.

Spontaneous variations at the interface will perturb the interface in between the two materials. Therefore, we
introduce a sinusoidally wavy interface (cf. Fig. 2a). The wave amplitude is considered to be infinitesimal.

The analyses are based on a series of fictitious events that will simplify the mathematical treatment. The starting
point is a perfectly bonded bi-material body (see Fig. 2a), where the matrix occupies the upper part (A) of the body
and the precipitate occupies the lower part (B). At the first step, the body is cut and separated along the perturbed
interface, Fig. 2b. To maintain the homogeneous mechanical state of the separated parts, tractions have to be applied
on the upper and lower parts of the interface respectively. If the upper and lower wavy surfaces are approached from
each side the stresses are,

0'?1=0'f1=0'oo’ anda'g2= 22=0'1132=0'?2=0- @)
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Fig. 2. a) Perfectly bonded with wavy interface, b) first step, separation along the interface, c) second step, expanded lower half-space B, d) adjusted
remote stresses Ac=€,, E/2 to make parts A and B compatible.
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Fig. 3. a) a point force tangential to the boundary over an area S, b) on coordinates, a) 7?? a(¢) should be w(£) close up on wavy surface

In the second step, the lower part B receives additional strain €;. Stress is not affected, but the material fragments
A and B does not fit together. Finally the remote stress o711 is adjusted to make parts A and B compatible. To maintain
equal normal stress 0, the stress adjustment in part A and B is the same amount but with an opposite sign,

‘7?1 =0w+E'€/2, 0'11;1 =00 —E'€/2, 0'52 = 0'?2 :0'?2 :‘sz =0. 3)

Because of the symmetries across x, = 0, the analysis is reduced to a study of the half-plane B only. The position
of the perturbed interface is given by the function w(¢) as indicated in Fig. 3c. From Eq. (3) above the force dF, force
per unit of length that act on the upper surface of B at x; = £ is dF = o-fldw, cf. Fig. 3a to c. The resulting stress
distribution due to dF as in Fig. 3a, is given by Cerruti, cf. Fung (1965), as the following

_ mdFcosp  mdF(x; —¢§)
dO'pp——ET——Ep—z, (4)
and all other stress contributions vanish. The polar coordinates are defined in Fig. 3a.

The polar coordinate system is attached to the origin of the Cartesian coordinate system, x; = x, = 0, and p =

,/(xl -2 + x% and ¢ = arctan[x,/(x; — £)], according to Fig. 3b. The force is defined as the tangential traction
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required to maintain a homogeneous stress state in the respective half-space. The attempt is to calculate the growth
rate of sinusoidal perturbations given by

d
w(€) = asinké and EW = akcos k¢, ®)
where k is the wave number. Thus, the force contribution from the traction dF applied on the lower part B, at x; = ¢
becomes
dF = (0w — SE'&)dw = (0w — ~E'€) 2t = (00 — LE'&)akcos xikde 6)
—o-oozesw—onx,zesdf —onx,zesa X1 ,

cf. Fig. (3c).
Transformation from polar to Cartesian coordinates the following gives

o111 = 0pp cos? @, 02 =0y sin® ¢, and 02 = —0p,sin2gp. @)

By using Egs. (4), (6), (7) and that cos ¢ = (x; — &)/p, sing = —x/pand p = [(x; — &)* + x% the following total
stresses are obtained after integration along the entire interface,

1 1 1
11 = (0w — EE’GQ)(I - gakln), 02 =—(0w— EE'EQ)gakIzz, andoy2 = —(0w = EEIG;)gakIIZ, ®)

where

Iy = [ cos(ké) S dg = 22 + xpk)e sin xk,

Ly=[7 cos(kf)(xl;ﬁdf = —3xpke™ sin xk, ©)
Iy = — [ cos(ké) =2 dg = —Z(1 + xk)e™* cos xk.
0 tsin

The calculations requires integration by parts. The relations [~ Ftdt = 0 and [ hidt = ne” 1 become useful.

3. Gibbs’ Free Energy Density

Both the elastic energy density, W, and the required interfacial energy, y, increase with the wave number, k. The
growth rate of the waviness of an interface that is sinusoidal positioned at x, = asin(kx;) is controlled by the avail-
ability of free energy. In the absence of no other energy resources than U and 7y that seems reasonable to consider, the
rate of growth of the waviness is assumed to be proportional to the excess of free energy due to a change of the wave
amplitude. With the proportionality factor, L, being a non-negative constant the following is obtained,

da

0
o = Laa W =), (10)

in accordance with Landau and Lifshitz (1935).
3.1. Free elastic energy

The remote normal stress, 0o, + E€;/(1 — v?), plus or minus depending in the specific half-plane, is assumed to
dominate everywhere. Due to the wavy interface with a small amplitude a < 1/k, there will be a small perturbation
of the stresses and strains of the order of ka. These stresses are significant only in the vicinity of the interface. The
assumed plane stress, i.e., 013=03=0733=0, reduces the involved stress components to those only in the x;-x; plane.

The elastic energy density per unit volume for plane stress is defined by

_O'ijé‘ij_ 1
-2 2F

w (03 + 03 —2Vonon +1+v)0t,), (11)
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where the tensor notation for summation over equal indices is used.
The average elastic energy density, W,, for a flat interface is

1 2 1 112
W, = B O'OO—EE €| - (12)

Insertion of Egs. (8), (9) gives

1 1
W= oo = SE ) ((1 - gak111)2 + (72—rak122)2 —2v( - gaklu)gaklzz 1+ v’)(gakllz)z). (13)
Terms independent of the perturbation amplitude a does not contribute to the growth rate as it is readily seen in Eq.
(10). Other terms only containing a single integral 1,1, 12 or 112 become proportional to either cos xk or sin x;k and

vanish therefore, as an average over each period length 27/k, which leave us with

’ 1 1 ’ s , ,
W = E‘(O-oo - EE Ex)2(§ak)2 (1121 + 1%2 -2+ (1+V )1122) . (14)

Integration over the period 0 < x; < 27/k and the entire lower half-plane gives an average per period

Zn/k 5 ok k(27K 2212 2k
2" 27/ M d S (2 +mpkye X;ﬂ;kﬂ szrzdxl = T xk e ™", as)
2” 111122dx1 0and % o 112241;5l = T(l + x2k)2e2x2k,

Integration over the entire lower half-plane finally gives

+00 27 [k +0o  2r/k +oo  ~2m/k

Thus, the elastic strain energy area density is summarised to

: 1
w=(3) 7;‘/ (0o - SE )k (17)

3.2. Interfacial energy density

A wavy interface that is sinusoidally positioned at w = asin(x;k) have an area average calculated for a period
length 27/k,

27/ k 2k2
A= Aoﬂ f (dx1)? + (dw)? = A, V1 + (dw/dx)? = A, (1 + N cos® x1k) + O(ak) (18)
0

where A, is the area of the original flat interface. For small values of dw/dx; < 1 the following change of interfacial
energy is obtained

a2 2 2m [k 1
Y= YOA/AU =% t 707 L cosz(kxl)dxl = 70(1 + Z,yankZ)’ (19)

where v, is the flat interface energy which is assumed to be constant per unit of true area. The waviness causes an
increase of the interface energy v as it appears on a structural length scale.

4. Discussion and Conclusions

The growth rate according to Eq.(10) with the insertion of Egs. (17) and (19) gives

da —L—(W y)—Lak{” (i ( 30+(%E'e;)2)—lyok}. (20)

ot 64 E’ 2
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Fig. 4. Growth rate versus wave number. The scaling g = (2—42 %)/ (oﬁ, + (%E’é})z).
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Fig. 5. Fictive perturbed surface where the higher wave numbers are getting filtered according to Eq. (21).

With a convenient scaling, the growth rate is written

da 24°
ot Lay,

2 pF
“T+v

= kq(1 —kq), where g = )/ ((J'ZO + (%E'és)z) ) (1)

The result is plotted in Fig. 4 shows that growth only occurs for interface waves with wave numbers below a critical
value, i.e., sufficiently large wave lengths. It is readily observed in Eq. (20) that growth of perturbations occur a range

7+ (2 L N2 . . _rt 1 (2 L 1\2
of wave number range 0 < k < 73 WE (o-m +(GE'€) ) Maximum growth rate is atk = 2; By (0'oo +(3E'€) )
1+

Above the critical value k = 35 5= (0'20 + (%E’e;)z) perturbations do not grow, but instead decay with time and
eventually become insignificant. It is also interesting to observe that the growth rate vanishes for vanishing wave
numbers, meaning that a precipitate with a fluctuating but almost flat interface does not grow a waviness when only
subjected to elastic and interfacial energy. These results are summarised in Fig. 4. Other energy sources such as those
connected to chemical reactions or crystallographic alterations are believed not to contribute to the development of
the surface waviness.

Figure 5 shows an example of growing perturbations of an interface. The initial generate interface is equipped with
waves with wave number up to 10 times the critical wave number. At consecutive times the curve is shown to become
smoother as the waves outside the range of permissible wave numbers are diluted. The growth of the remaining waves
is conserving the profile as the amplitude increases. The appearance is expected as the distribution of wave numbers
assumes a profile such as in Fig. 4.
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