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HE nuclear shell structure and the equilibrium £
shape of the nucleus are intimately related. Aot
Thus, the nuclear distortions are a consequence of the 26 51 42

centrifugal pressures exerted by the individual nu-
cleons.! In turn the deformation of the nuclear field
implies important modifications of the nucleonic
motion.? This interplay between nucleonic motion and
nuclear distortion is most easily studied in nuclei
possessing large equilibrium distortions. In the present
note we report a classification of the nucleonic states in
the deformed nuclei in the region 150 <A <194. From
the ground-state configurations we then calculate the 525 f
equilibrium deformations.?+

The level spectrum of individual particle motion in
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‘TaBLE I. The expected ground-state spins, sheo, obtained from 5
Tigs. 1 and 2, are compared with measured nuclear spins taken
from reference 6. The assumed nuclear deformations are deduced
from the measured intrinsic quadrupole moments where available;
in other cases interpolated values are employed.
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Fic. 1. Spectra for protons from Z=50 to Z=82 as a function
883 Eulst 0.16 3/24,5/24+ 5/2  of the nuclear deformation. Only prolate deformations ace shown.
Mgz o168 0.30 5/2+, 3/2+ ' 5/2 The numbers labelling the orbits on the right are arbitrarily
g5 Th1s9 0.31 3/24, 5/2+ 3/2  assigned and correspond to the notation of reference 5.
YgHol 0.30 7/2—,1/2+ 7/2
iﬁijﬁ{ﬁ}i” 8% %gi’ g%; ,*1% an ellipsoidal potential with the inclusion of a spin-orbit
108, Ta181 0.23 5/24, 7/24 7/2  force has been calculated as a function of the nuclear
ﬁgﬁgeizj 0.19 9/2—,(5/2+) 5/2  eccentricity.’ The adjustable parameters in the poten-
114;31:1:91 812 g%l’ g%z_:. )11 /2— g% tial, such as the strength of the spin-orbit force, have
116, Trlos 0.12s 3/2-+, 1/24 11/2— 3/2  been chosen to reproduce as well as possible the ob-
3;648$:: 8;%;‘ gg"": g%; ;gg served single-particle spectra in the approximately
95:])},161 0.31s 5/2— = spherical nuclei near closed shells.® It is found necessary
z;ssD)lr‘“ b to choose slightly different parameters to reproduce the
67 a 1
wl‘;‘;%%m gggn %gl’ 17;5"{_' gg neutron and proton spectra respectively. For the
103, Y b7 0.290 5/2— 5/2 protons we use the parameters corresponding to Table
w05, 177 0.26 7/2— Ib of reference 5, while for the neutrons the parameters
107, HfL7 0.27 9/2+ ’ .
108, 18 0.21 125 72—, 3/2— 172 of Table I of the same reference are employed. The dif-
Uy Ogl87 0.18s 1/2—. 3/2—, 9/2+ ferences between these two choices of the parameters
113740188 0.152 1/2—,3/2—, 11/2+ 3/2  are in the general sense of favoring proton orbits of
higher angular momenty ag, sorpRemfolbicteliEthe cor-
s Interpolated value. di b ‘iak X
b Prediction sensitive to assumed deformation. responding neutron or ]Lupés u@éﬁf&:&:ﬁ
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The parts of the spectra relevant to the present dis-
cussion are reproduced in Fig. 1, which covers the
proton orbits from Z=50 to Z=282, and in Fig. 2, which
covers the neutron orbits from N =82 to N=126. The
abscissa is the deformation parameter 6 which is related
to the intrinsic electric quadrupole moment (Jy by
means of the relation

Qo= 4ZRPB(1+35+ ), ()

where Z is the nuclear charge number, and Ry is the
mean radius for the nuclear charge distribution, which
we take to be Ro=1.2XA%10"" cm. The individual
orbits are labelled by the parity and the component
Q, of the nucleon’s angular momentum along the
nuclear symmetry axis. Each orbit may be occupied
twice, corresponding to the two possible signs of .

£
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Fic. 2. Same as Fig. 1 but for neutrons from N=82 to N =126.

The absence of degeneracies, except that associated
with the sign of Q,, implies a very simple coupling
scheme for the particle motion. Thus, in an odd-4
nucleus the ground-state spin is equal to the value of
Q, for the orbit occupied by the last odd nucleon [except
for certain exceptional orbits Q,=%, see (2) and (5)].

It should be noted that the spectra of Figs. 1 and 2
contain many deviations from the usual shell model
rules as to the relation of spin and parity in a given
shell.

In order to employ these level schemes in the classi-
fication of the nuclear states it is necessary to have an
estimate of the nuclear equilibrium deformation. We
use for this purpose the measured nuclear quadrupole
moments (o and the relation (1). The values of 0 are
taken from a recent summary’ of Coulomb excitation
and lifetime determinations, and the resulting values
of § are given in Table I.
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Employing the observed deformations one can obtain
from Figs. 1 and 2 the expected nuclear ground-state
spin and parity. The values obtained in this way are
compared with the experimental spins in Table I.
Where the calculated spectra give several close-lying
states, the exact sequence may be somewhat fortuitous,
and in such cases several possibilities are listed in
column three of Table I. One expects the alternative
states to occur as low-lying Intrinsic excitations in the
nuclear spectra and in many cases these have already
been observed. Thus, for example, in Lu!" the 5/2+
state occurs at an excitation of 342 kev.® In W!8 the
3/2— intrinsic excitation occurs at an energy of 209 kev,
while the 7/2— state is at 453 kev.®

Additional low-lying excited states in the nuclei in
the region 4~190 may result from the nucleonic states
of low @, from the next higher shell (these levels are

ars
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Qos o Experimental deformations of even-even nuclel
x Experimental deformations of odd -A nucle/
~~ Calculated deformations for o0dd - A nuclei

150 155 160 165 170 175 180 185 190 195 A

F16. 3. The calculated ground-state equilibrium deformations
are compared with those deduced from the observed intrinsic
quadrupole moments.

not shown in the figures). Such configurations would be
characterized by appreciably larger deformations than
in the ground state.

" The agreement between the observed spins and those
obtained from Figs. 1 and 2 is seen to be excellent and
thus to support the coupling scheme employed in the
description of the nucleonic motion.

The very great difference in the deformation in Eu'™
and Eu'% implies rather different intrinsic spectra in
these two isotopes. In Eu'® the ground state has
Q,=5/2+, and the excited configuration at 103 kev
has the expected Q,=3/2+ character.’® Although Eu'®
also has a ground-state spin I=35/2, the measured
magnetic moment identifies the configuration as {1,
=5/2— (orbit No. 36 in Fig. 1).

The observed magnetic moment and rotational
spectrum of Tm!® has been discussed previously' and
found to be in good agreement with the present classi-
fication.

Following the filling of the 7/24 orbit in Lu'", the
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next two protons appear to fill the 9/2— orbit pairwise.
The 7/2+ orbit then occurs a second time as a ground
state in Ta!8', and the Re isotopes have the Q,=5/2-4
ground-state configuration. Although the 9/2— orbit
thus does not occur as a ground-state configuration,
its existence is verified by its occurrence as an excited
configuration in Lu'”®!? in Lu!" ¥ and in Re'®”."® The
occurrence of this small irregularity in the level sequence
may be associated with the residual interactions between
the nucleons.**

The experimental evidence concerning the spins of
Hf77 and Hf' is conflicting. Tentative hyperfine
structure measurements'® have been interpreted as
suggesting a spin of 3 or §. However, more recent evi-
dence'® from the nuclear rotational spectra seems more
consistent with the high spins expected from Iig. 2.

In the discussion of the nuclear ground-state spins,
we have used the experimentally measured deformation.
One may, however, obtain a theoretical estimate of
this quantity by considering the total nuclear energy
obtained from Figs. 1 and 2 as a function of the defor-
mation and thus obtain the equilibrium shape for each
configuration.’” It is found that the calculated equi-
librium shapes have the observed prolate type of
deformations for the nuclei considered in the present
note, The calculated deformations for the ground-state
configurations are also found to follow rather well the
variation of the nuclear distortions as deduced from
the observed electric quadrupole moments (see Fig. 3).
In particular the dramatic increase in the nuclear
deformation which is observed!® in going from neutron
number N =88 to N=90 follows as a consequence of
the breaking up of the /11,5 shell which occurs at this
point.

During the course of the present work we have
enjoyed many illuminating discussions with Dr. A.
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Bohr, and it is a pleasure to acknowledge the stimu-
lation which he has provided.
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