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Handout

In this paper I will give examples from stories and conversations on the interplay between the various evidentials in Akha, marking the sourse of knowledge,  and try to give an analysis and explanation of the choice of evidentials in each case.

I was greatly inspired by Alexandr Y. Aikhenvaldﬂs new book: Evidentiality, Oxford University Press, 2004, to take up the evidential problem in Akha again. I am going through all my data on Akha, especially looking for examples on change of evidentials in connected speech, and this a first report on the results of that study. 

The evidentials discussed here are - omitting the tonal difference High for non-past, Low for past:

	e - le- the
	statement about first person, action

	a - la -tha
	statement about third person - action

	ma
	reaction about first person - factual knowledge

	m‰
	reaction about third person - factual knowledge

	≥a
	statement about third person - action, knowledge by witnessing, action

	≥aa
	reaction about third person - knowledge by witnessing

	nja
	action based on  feeling

	mia
	reaction based on non-visual witnessing, hearing


The tonal difference also marks more or less direct inference, e.g. High tone: seeing somebody coming or Low tone: seeing traces of somebody having been there.  With the terms action contra reaction I mean a a statement made by the speaker without being asked contra an answer or a reaction to something around the speaker. The reaction may, depending on context, also denote surprise or new knowledge. See the difference in:

	m\‰q m|ia
	Iﬂm hungry - I have not eaten anything since dawn and worked until noon so it is natural that I should feel hungry

	m\‰q |‰ nja
	Iﬂm hungry - I donﬂt know why. I ate only an hour ago but I feel hungry all the same


Exampels from a story: The Man with a Goiter.

A man with a big goiter has got himself a wife by cheating to her and to her parents. When she figures out that he is a liar, she runs back home several times but he goes to her village to get her back. He continues cheating about his talents and finally succeeds in becoming a rich man and the wife stays with him.

The man bangs on an old pot, claiming that with the help of the pot , he can find the money holes of his father-in-law, which he had stealthily figured out in advance.

	  di
	n|aa
	h\‰ g|a
	th\i
	ph\a≥
	djaq
	m|ia
	m\ø

	beat
	when
	here
	one
	hole
	be
	evid.
	father-in-law

	|o
	l|‰
	
	
	
	
	
	

	excl.
	inter.
	
	
	
	
	
	


When he had beaten (on the pot), Æoh, father-in-law, there is one holeﬂ

The evidential m|ia is used because the existence of the hole is found out or inferred from the sound.

He goes on beating on the pot:

	m\i-dz\a
	m\i-g˙
	ba-la
	|a≥
	©‰
	nj\i
	ph\a≥
	djaq

	firewood
	pile
	other

side
	obj
	even
	two
	hole
	be

	|a nja
	m\ø
	\a
	l|‰
	
	
	
	

	evid.
	father-

in-law
	part
	inter.
	
	
	
	


On the other side of the wood-pile (I feel) there are two holes, father-in-law.

Evidential changing to nja (this evidential requires a high tone before it, i.e. a syllable with mid or low tone gets its vowel repeated with a high tone), maybe chosen because he felt/inferred (actually he knew but didnﬂt want to show it) that the banging on the pot not only marked that there was one hole but two.

The father-in-law wept and said:

	\aj\øq ˙
	pjh|u 
	ph\a≥
	d\i
	m|ø
	dj|i
	m\‰
	l|‰

	his
	money
	hole
	beat
	see
	all
	evid
	quote


He has seen all his money holes by banging

Evidential m\‰ marks a fact, a sure knowledge, a reaction to a factual situation about a non-first person.

The rulerﬂs wife has lost her gold bar and he is called upon to find it with his pot. Arriving, he sneaks around the house and happily enough sees the gold bar.

	≥a-b‰q
	b\ø
	|a≥
	tj‰q
	|u
	|i
	≥‰ \a
	sh|y

	banana
	cluster
	obj
	run
	into
	go
	while part
	gold

	ad|‰
	ph|a
	m|ø
	a
	
	
	
	

	bar
	further
	see
	evid
	
	
	
	


When he ran into a cluster of bananas he saw the gold bar


Evidential a marks a new statement, not a reaction.

He of course doesnﬂt tell them that he had found it, but later goes through all his bangings pretending to look for it.

	d\i
	|i
	n|aa
	d\i
	m|ø
	≥\a
	dj|e
	h\‰ g|a

	beat
	go
	when
	beat
	see
	evid
	ind.quote
	here

	djaq
	m|ia
	sh\a≥-ph\a
	|o
	l|‰
	
	
	

	be
	evid
	ruler
	excl
	quote
	
	
	


Then he went banging, banged and saw it, itﬂs said, Æhere it is, oh rulerﬂ

Evidential ≥a shows that he found out by seeing, and then the change to evidential mia  when he reported it to the ruler imples that he wanted the ruler to believe that he found out by the sound of the pot.

Examples from the story Tjh|u-tjh|u and Dj‰-dj‰

A mother goes to visit her brother and stays with him for some days. Then she wants to go home:

	\oq 
	l|e
	m\øq
	l|a 
	m\i|a
	|o      l|‰
	o\q
	l|e

	return
	go
	want
	come
	evid
	excl quote
	return
	go

	ma
	l|‰
	
	
	
	
	
	

	evid
	quote
	
	
	
	
	
	


Oh brother, I have started to feel that I want to go back, Iﬂm going

Evidential m\i|a is used to mark a reaction towards having stayed for some days. Low tone for past because her wanting to go home has already begun. Then the evidential changes to m|a, when she states that she is actually going.

Then her brother follows her but when they come to the river close by her village, she hears the sound of somebody washing clothes. She sends her brother back and she will go together with the villager. In fact what she hears is the sound of a tiger beating the ground with its tail:

	\atjh\ø
	sh|m my
	\ama
	sh\a-ph|a
	d‰ 
	tjh\i
	le
	m\i|a l|‰

	another
	rich
	mother
	clothes
	beat
	wash
	come
	evid quote

	h|ö ©\a
	n\‰q|‰
	\oq
	|i
	ma
	l|‰
	|‰
	≥\a dj|e

	that clf
	with
	return
	go
	evid
	quote
	say
	evid quote


She thought it was a rich woman  washing clothes and said ÆI will go back with herﬂ.

Evidential m\i|a as she had heard the sound of some beating and inferred that it was a woman beating on clothes for washing. Then she states her intention as a reaction to that, because she dares to send her brother back and will go together with that woman, evidential ma in a direct statement, and at last the very frequent phrase in story-telling: itﬂs said that...., reported by somebody who maybe saw it all happen, evidential ≥\a for visual knowledge.

The tiger kills the mother and the tiger then goes to the village, pretending to be the mother:

	|a l|‰
	≥\aq ˙
	nj|m
	\ag˙
	|a
	l|‰
	
	

	oh quote
	my
	house
	where
	evid
	quote
	
	


Oh, where is my house?

Evidential |a marking a plain statement/question by 1st person.

The villagers get a bit surprised at the question:

	m|i na≥
	h|ø ˙
	|i
	\˙
	\adj|oq |‰
	≥|‰
	l\e
	l|‰

	yesterday
	before
	go
	VP
	how
	forget
	evid
	quote


You went the day before yesterday, how can you have forgotten?

Evidential l\e statement about 1st person, past, marking surprise at the question, not answering the question but countering with another one.

The tiger answers:

	|a
	≥|‰ 
	m\i|a
	l|‰
	th|a≥
	|i
	kh\a |a≥
	l|‰

	oh
	forget
	evid
	quote
	there
	go
	while
	quote

	|‰
	n\‰
	≥\a
	dj|e
	
	
	
	

	say
	to
	evid
	quote
	
	
	
	


ÆOh, I forgot while going thereﬂ, she said.

Evidential m\i|a past, as a reaction to their question.

The villagers show her the house and she goes there.  The two daughters, seeing her approaching, close the door and say:

	≥\aq ˙
	\ama
	m\a
	≥|˙
	≥a
	l|‰
	
	

	my
	mother
	not
	be 
	evid
	quote
	
	


ÆYou are not my motherﬂ

Evidential ≥a (mid tone as sandhi of high tone) because the daughters see the tiger pretending to be their mother but donÆt recoqnize her. The tiger answers:

	n\øq ˙
	\ama
	m|a
	l|‰
	|‰
	≥\a
	dj|e
	h|ö \a

	your
	mother
	evid
	quote
	say
	evid
	quote 
	that topic


ÆI am your motherﬂ, she said, that one.

Evidential m|a as a reaction to their statement.

Then the daughters ask the tiger to stick in her hands so that they can confirm that it is indeed their mother.

	≥\aq ˙
	\ama
	mj\a≥-xh\a
	mj\a≥-p‰q
	|a≥
	laq \˙
	l\aq-n|o
	l\aq-ma

	my
	mother
	indigo
	indigo plant
	obj
	press VP
	finger
	thumb

	naq gø i
	©‰
	|e l|‰
	|‰ n\‰
	≥\a
	dj|e
	
	

	very black
	do
	evid quote
	say to
	evid
	quote
	
	


My mother has pressed indigo out of the plants, (her) fingers and thumbs are very black, she told (the tiger).

The evidential |e  is probably chosen because the daughter refers to something she knows about her mother, who is not present, instead of the expected |a , plain statement about 3rd person.

The tiger pulls off the hair on his hands, dip them into the indigo pot and finally gets into the house. In the middle of the night the hens start to cackle, because the tigerﬂ tail is hanging down through a crack in the floor into their cage:

	ja-tjiq
	\adj\‰ |‰
	d|yq
	l|a
	nja
	ma
	|o
	l|‰

	chicken
	why
	cackle
	come
	evid
	mother
	oh
	quote


Oh mother, why do the chickens start to cackle?

Evidential nja asking for an explanation, starting a discussion.

	xh|a
	d|yq
	˙
	dj\‰
	|‰
	d|yq...
	\adj\‰
	©‰ |˙

	that which
	cackle
	VP
	kind
	P
	cackle
	why
	do VP

	n|a-h\a
	l|e
	l|‰
	|‰
	≥\a
	dj|e
	
	

	ask
	evid
	quote
	say
	evid
	quote
	
	


They cackle because they cackle, why do you ask, (the tiger) said.

Evidential l|e  , question to 2nd person, contrasting or refuting that personﬂs question : why  on earth do you ask such a question?

The daughter answers back, still doubting that the tiger really  is her mother, telling what her mother would have said in that situation:

	ja-tjiq-ph|ö
	kh\ø-d\øq
	daq
	kha |˙
	nja
	l|‰..
	
	

	rooster
	perch
	climb
	fall VP
	evid
	quote
	
	


(I think that) the perch on which  the rooster has climbed up has falled down, (she would have said)

Evidential nja as she infers from the cackling that that is what maybe has happened.If m|ia had been used instead, it would have implied that she actually heard the sound of  the perch falling. I.e. the choice of nja emphasizes that the cackling is the reason for speculating on why they cackle, but m|ia would imply that she had first heard the perch falling, and could because of that  explain the cackling.

The tiger takes her words back:

	≥|‰
	nj\a
	≥|‰
	˙
	l|‰
	
	
	

	forget
	evid
	forget
	VP
	quote
	
	
	


I forgot

Evidential nj\a , showing that she just forgot by herself,  pretending actually knowing what she should have said.

They finally go to sleep and then the tiger kills Tjh|u-tjh|u:

	tjh|u-tjh|u
	k\øq
	s\‰q
	a
	
	
	
	

	PN
	bite
	kill
	evid
	
	
	
	


(The tiger) bits Tjh|u-tjh|u to death.

Evidential a as plain statement about 3rd person.

The tiger ate her whole body but placed her head at the attic. Her sister Dj‰-dj‰ went up there to fetch tobacco leaves and saw her head:

	m|a e
	l|‰
	tjh|u-tjh|u
	\ud\u
	h˙ g|a
	|a≥
	≥|aa
	|o

	excl
	quote
	PN
	head
	here
	be
	evid
	oh

	ma
	l|‰
	|‰
	≥\a
	dj|e
	
	
	

	mother
	quote
	say
	evid
	
	
	
	


Oh my, Tjh|u-tjh|uﬂs head is placed here, oh mother, she said.

Evidential ≥|aa for visual knowledge, reaction and surprise.

After more happenings, the tiger finally died, and Dj‰-dj‰ wanted to feel how sharp its teeth were:

	xh\a-l\a ˙
	xh\a-m‰
	|anaqi
	taq |a
	nja
	l|‰
	
	

	tiger NP
	mouth
	how much
	sharp
	evid
	quote
	
	


How sharp is its mouth

Evidential nja , knowledge by feeling, her own idea.

The following examples are from a conversation while looking at a book with pictures of the various ethnic groups of Thailand. The conversation deals very much with the Mlabri, called by the Akha Æthe laughing peopleﬂ, some of them had years before been brought to Chiengmai and shown to the public. An Akha had gone there to look at them and they are discussing whether the Mlabri are human beeings or not.

	\m-maq
	h\m
	\a
	jø-h\y
	≥|a
	th˙
	|y tsh|ø
	\a

	stomach 
	clf
	topic
	big
	evid
	those
	laugh people
	topic


Their stomachs are big, those Mlabri

Evidential ≥|a , said while looking at the picture

They talk about whether the Mlabri can feel being cold but as they sit around a fireplace, they must need it:

	m\-dz\a
	tsh\ø-\oq
	dj\ø dj\ø |‰
	h˙ l|oq|‰
	dj|ø
	m‰
	
	

	fireplace
	sit around
	like this
	stay
	evid
	
	


They sit around a fireplace like this

Evidential m‰ (mid tone sandhi of high), as a final statement/reaction to whether they are cold or not. Even though it is seen from a picture, the choice of m‰  marks that this is the truth, not jut  inference or guessing that thatﬂs why  they sit around the fireplace.

The discussion goes on for a long time, examining all the pictures of the Mlabri:

	tsh|ø-h\a
	m|‰
	l|o
	
	
	
	
	

	people
	evid
	interr
	
	
	
	
	


Are they human beings?

Evidential m|‰ , question, asking for factual knowledge

	l\aq-n|ö
	l\aq-ma \a
	jø-m|y |‰
	tsh|ø-h\a
	|a≥
	m\a
	d|u
	≥a

	finger
	thumb topic
	well
	people
	NP
	not
	look like
	evid

	l\aq-n|ö
	l\aq-ma
	©‰
	d|u
	m‰
	
	
	

	finger
	thumbs
	also
	look
	evid
	
	
	


Their fingers and thumbs donﬂt very well look like peopleﬂs. -

Their fingers and thumbs also look (like ours)

Evidential ≥a in the first statement, commented upon when looking on the photo.  Then a reaction from another speaker, changing the evidential to m‰ - yes, they do.

	mi-tjh|‰ 
	©‰
	|a≥
	≥a
	mi-tjh|‰
	m\a
	|a≥
	n|aa

	knife
	also
	have
	evid
	knife
	not
	have
	if

	nj|m
	\adj|oq|‰
	tsoq
	|˙
	n|ø
	©\a
	
	

	house
	how
	build
	VP
	you
	clf
	
	


They also have knives. If they didnﬂt have knives, how do they build houses, you!

Evidential ≥a , seeing knives on the picture.

Finally, after having examines their bodies, houses, utensils etc., the conclusion comes:

	\‰ ≥|a \‰
	h|u
	m|am|ai
	tsh|ø-h\a
	≥|aa
	tsh|ø-h\a
	
	

	Oh yes
	oh
	really
	people
	evid
	people
	
	


Oh, yes, really so, they are human beings!

Evidential ≥|aa , inferring from all he has seen, surprised at the outcome. 

