
LUND UNIVERSITY

PO Box 117
221 00 Lund
+46 46-222 00 00

Teaching History, Learning Piety : an Alevi Foundation in Contemporary Turkey

Markussen, Hege

2012

Link to publication

Citation for published version (APA):
Markussen, H. (2012). Teaching History, Learning Piety : an Alevi Foundation in Contemporary Turkey. Sekel
Bokförlag.

General rights
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors
and/or other copyright owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the
legal requirements associated with these rights.

 • Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study
or research.
 • You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain
 • You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal
Take down policy
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove
access to the work immediately and investigate your claim.

Download date: 24. Apr. 2019

http://portal.research.lu.se/portal/en/publications/teaching-history-learning-piety--an-alevi-foundation-in-contemporary-turkey(7719a212-d355-4c39-8726-f2b6bfffc64f).html


Teaching 
hisTory, 

learning 
pieTy

An Alevi foundation in contemporary Turkey

SEKEL BOKFÖRLAG

SEKEL BOKFÖRLAG
www.sekel.se

SEKEL BOKFÖRLAG

hege irene Markussen

co
ve

r
 p

ic
t

u
r

e:
 T

he
 c

em
 e

vi
 in

 a
hk

ul
u 

su
lta

n 
D

er
ga

hı
. 

h
ege irene M

arkussen     t
each

in
g

 h
ist

o
ry, lea

rn
in

g
 piet

y

in Turkey, a considerable number of alevi foundations and asso
ciations work intensively with promoting alevi visibility and 
rights in Turkish society. locally, they offer educational activities 
where alevis can learn, practice and reflect on their religion and 
culture. Based on fieldwork in one alevi foundation in present 
day istanbul, this book explores ways in which knowledge of 
alevi religion and culture is produced and disseminated in 
Turkey. in this foundation, knowledge of various aspects of 
alevism was systematized, taught and learned in rituals and 
lectures, bringing together alevis from various backgrounds 
in a collective understanding of history, religion and culture. 
This book underscores the importance of historiography in 
definitions of alevism, as well as in individual alevi strategies 
for cultivating piety. 

Hege Irene Markussen’s special field of research is 
religion and politics in contemporary Turkey. she 
has published a number of articles on the topic and 
edited the volume Alevis and Alevism. Transformed 
Identities published in Turkey and the United 
states. Teaching History, Learning Piety. An Alevi 
Foundation in Contemporary Turkey is her Doctoral 
Thesis in history of religions.     
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