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Fat that fights for your medicine  

Ibuprofen is one of the most commonly used painkillers in the world, taken for headaches, 

muscle pain, and inflammation. Standard tablets work well for most people, but how quickly 

and reliably the drug is absorbed can vary due to a simple chemical fact: ibuprofen dissolves 

poorly in water. Before it can be absorbed into the bloodstream, it first needs to dissolve in the 

fluids of the digestive tract, which can be slow and sensitive to the changing conditions along 

the way, particularly the strongly acidic environment of the stomach.  

The project asked whether wrapping ibuprofen inside tiny fat-based particles could help it 

dissolve more consistently and reach the intestine where most drug absorption occurs. Three 

different fat mixtures were tested that kept the drug dispersed within a fatty matrix. The 

experiment used a laboratory model designed to mimic the conditions of human digestion, from 

the stomach through to the small intestine.   

The results showed that fat comparison made a significant difference. One formulation had 

been found to maintain ibuprofen in a dissolved state throughout both the simulated stomach 

and intestinal phases and released it more quickly into the intestinal fluid compared to a 

commercial tablet under the same conditions. The tablet, by contrast, kept very little of the drug 

dissolved during the stomach phase, as the acidic conditions caused ibuprofen to precipitate 

temporarily out of solution.   

These are early-stage laboratory findings, and further work would need to confirm whether 

these differences translate into faster or more reliable pain relief in practice. But the results 

suggest that the type of fat used to carry a drug could play a meaningful role in how consistently 

it behaves during digestion. 

 


